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Curate on the Hill 

There has been a lot of discussion in the Church 

around same sex couples. Recently the General 

Synod (the Church’s governing body) voted to 

allow same sex blessings in church and to remove 

some of the restrictions on clergy who are same 

sex attracted. I think this is a good step forward 

for the Church and reflects the views of most 

Christians I know. One of the key points in the 

proposal was an apology for the way people in the LGBTQI+ community 

have and continue to be treated in the Church. 

But where does that leave us now? One of the most important things I 

think is to ramp up our message on welcome and inclusion. All are 

welcome in the Church and that is the key message. Gay or straight, 

modern or traditional, religious or not. For many Christians, one of the 

most frequently first-asked questions on this topic is, “What does the Bible 

say about attraction to someone of the same sex?” Although it’s unlikely 

that the biblical authors had any notion of sexual orientation (for example, 

the term homosexual wasn't even coined until the late 19th century), for 

many people of faith, the Bible is looked to for timeless guidance on what 

it means to honour God with our lives; and this most certainly includes our 

sexuality. 

Before we can jump into how I, as a Christian can maintain the authority 

of the Bible and also affirm sexual diversity, it might be helpful if we 

started with a brief but clear overview of some of the assumptions 

informing many Christian approaches to understanding the Bible. The 

study of biblical interpretation is called hermeneutics and helps us to 

address these kinds of questions. Hermeneutics is what we do when we 

take a text and ask not just “what does this say,” but “what does this 

mean?”  

In asking, “What does the Bible say about homosexuality” (or more 
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appropriately stated, “what does the Bible say about attraction to someone 

of the same sex,”) our task is to explore what the relevant biblical passages 

on the topic meant in their original context and what they mean for us 

today. More specifically, we are seeking to determine if the biblical writers 

were condemning specific practices related to sexuality in the ancient 

world, or were they indeed condemning all same-sex relationships of any 

kind for the rest of time? 

For many evangelicals and other conservative Christians, the answer to this 

question is “yes”. Their interpretation is that same-sex relationships are not 

able to reflect God’s creative intent. There are some often quoted bible 

verses that are used to back up this view: In Genesis 1 ‘So God created 

humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and 

female he created them.’ In Genesis 2 we go on to hear, 'Therefore a man 

leaves his father and his mother and clings to his wife, and they become 

one flesh.' Right after we hear about God creating woman out of Adam's 

rib. I find it really hard to follow the literal understanding of these verses to 

mean that homosexuality or same sex attraction is a sin. This is the same 

way I don't believe that God making woman from Adam's rib is an accurate 

historical account. There are those that do, and I have to state that I might 

be wrong. I think it is one of the things which we can hold both views in the 

church. Just like the view of the importance of the Eucharist, true nature of 

God, and the use of bells, candles and incense in church. 

Anyone who has ever been in a loving relationship of any kind can testify to 

the range of differences (and resulting conflicts) that are an inherent part of 

any two personalities attempting to integrate their lives. All our differences 

can lead to empathy, compassion, good listening, sacrifice and what it 

means to “love our neighbour as ourselves.” A tall order, but nevertheless 

something countless LGBTQI+ individuals and couples have been living into 

and continue to live into today and this is why I am so glad that the Church 

of England is slowly moving towards a positive and inclusive new era. 

Rev Keir Dow 
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Church Services in March 

All Saints and St James – King’s Cliffe 

  5 Mar 09:30 Benefice Service 

12 Mar 09:30 Holy Communion 

19 Mar 18:00 Service of the Word 

26 Mar 09:30 Holy Communion 

St Nicholas – Bulwick 

12 Mar 11:00 Holy Communion 

All Saints – Laxton 

26 Mar 11:00 Holy Communion 

All Saints — Easton on the Hill 

12 Mar 18:00 Family Praise 

19 Mar 10:30 Holy Communion 

26 Mar 10:30 Holy Communion 

St Andrews — Collyweston 

19 Mar 09:00 Holy Communion 

26 Mar 18:00 Evening Prayer 

The Benefice of 

King’s Cliffe, Bulwick & Blatherwycke and Laxton 

Curate Rev Keir Dow 753283 

Reader David Teall 07884 494341 

Reader Sophy Jubb                 clerk@kingscliffe.church 

General Enquiries (Messages picked up weekly)     479249 

Clerk (Baptisms & Weddings) Sophy Jubb                 clerk@kingscliffe.church 

Churchwardens 

King’s Cliffe Felicity Thistlethwaite 470275 

 Susannah Sutton  07990 088228 

Bulwick & Blatherwycke Alma O’Neill 450300 

Laxton Michael Harrison 450362 

 Rupert Boyle 450260 
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Appointment of Vicar for King’s Cliffe Benefice 

I am delighted to announce that the Reverend Eddie Smith, currently of 

the Wymersley Benefice in the Diocese of Peterborough, has been 

appointed as the Vicar of King’s Cliffe Benefice (the parishes of King’s 

Cliffe, Easton-on-the-Hill, Collyweston, Bulwick with Blatherwycke, and 

Laxton). Eddie will also be the new Rural Dean for the Oundle Deanery. 

Eddie and his wife Jenny will live in the Rectory at King’s Cliffe, but we 

don’t yet know when they will be moving in. Watch this space for details 

of the Institution and Induction service. 

It has taken a significant effort by many people to prepare the benefice 

and parish profiles and make arrangements for interviews, for which I am 

very grateful. Our ministry has been kept going with the support of our Lay 

Readers David Teall and Sophy Jubb, as well as local retired clergy. Finally, 

I am sure that I speak on behalf of all the Churchwardens in the benefice, 

in offering particular thanks to our Curate Keir Dow, without whose 

support and good humour the period of vacancy would have been much 

more stressful.                                      Felicity Thistlethwaite (Churchwarden) 

King’s Cliffe Women’s Fellowship 

In February, we enjoyed an interesting craft activity led by Pat Teall and 

Mandy Barber, which resulted in some very attractive paper flowers being 

made. It is a long time since some of us wielded a glue stick, but the 

results were very satisfying! These flowers will be used as part of the 

display for the forthcoming World Day of Prayer Service. Thank you, Pat 

and Mandy, for preparing this activity; also our thanks to those who made 

and served refreshments.  

Instead of our usual meeting in March, we are going to attend the World 

Day of Prayer Service on Friday, 3rd March at 11:30am in King’s Cliffe 

Church. This service has been prepared by a working party from Taiwan 

and will be used in services throughout the world on that day. Everyone is 

welcome.                                                                                             Christine Ball 



News From King’s Cliffe 

6 

Church Coffee Morning 

The coffee morning was a very cosy affair as we made good use of the 

‘warm place’ in church! It was a cold, but beautiful morning, enhanced by 

good friendly company and coffee, cakes and biscuits. 

Thank you to all who provided the raffle prizes and the cakes and biscuits, 

and of course the marmalade and homemade shortbread too. We can add 

£82 to church funds. The next coffee morning is at 10.30am on March 8th. 

Please join us, we look forward to seeing you.                Church Coffee Team 

Oundle Choral Concert 

Oundle and District Choral Society invite you to join them for an evening of 

beautiful music in St Peter's Church on Friday 24th March at 7.30pm. We 

will perform Rutter's Requiem and The Armed Man by Karl Jenkins. We are 

accompanied by professional soloists, a small orchestra and conducted by 

Quentin Thomas of Oundle School. Tickets are £10 and available on the 

door or in advance from Choral Society members. For more details, or if you 

would like to join us and sing in future concerts, please contact Tessa 

Leuchars on 01780 470646.                                                            Tessa Leuchars 

Jazz and Soul Night 

The Uppingham Jazz and Soul Band entertained the audience at King’s Cliffe 

Church on Friday 10th February to an evening of fantastic music from Big 

Band through to Pop via Motown and Soul. It was a brilliant evening and by 

the end of it most people were dancing in the aisles or standing in their 

pews bopping along. 

Thank you to Susannah Sutton, one of the band and solo singers, for 

organising this joyful event. Thanks also to her team of helpers especially: 

Charles Atkinson, Louise Bowen-West, Amanda Rackham and Tom 

Copeland. And thank you also to Rob Giddings who provided the lighting 

which created the atmosphere which was perfect for this occasion. 

The Band were very generous as they only took a small fee so that the 
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church benefited from the amount raised by tickets, raffle and bar. We 

hope that the Band will return next year to entertain us again. 

Mandy Barber 

King's Cliffe Bookworms 

A new book group for King's Cliffe book lovers has recently been set up. 

We meet on the last Wednesday of every month at 7.30pm at the Cross 

Keys pub on West Street. Everyone is welcome! If you would like to find 

out more (like which book we are reading this month), please visit our 

Facebook page (of the same name) or watch this space for updates. 

Isabelle Garnett 

Quilts for Care Leavers Charity 

Volunteers have begun making quilts for care leavers who are living 

independently after their time in care. The quilt making sessions will be 

held on the last Sunday of every month in King’s Cliffe Church between 

2pm and 5pm. Volunteers are needed who can: use a sewing machine 

(able to sew in a straight line); cut up material; make tea; or provide 

material which is 100% cotton. We look forward to seeing you.  

Mandy Barber 

World Day of Prayer Service 

From Taiwan 

Friday 3rd March 2023 at 11:30am 

in King’s Cliffe Church 

Everyone welcome 
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King’s Cliffe Heritage 

King’s Cliffe Heritage Centre will be open on Sunday 26th March from 2 – 

5pm. Come and see what’s old and what’s newly arrived in our collection. 

We’ve got plenty to show you! If you have moved here recently, a visit to 

the Heritage Centre will help you find out about the village and its 

interesting past. If you have lived here for a long time, looking around and 

seeing images on our digital archive is sure to revive some memories. The 

Heritage Centre is at 27 Bridge Street; a hanging sign at our gateway on 

the street will tell you we’re open. Please be aware we have no toilet 

facilities on site. Our volunteer Stewards look forward to welcoming you! 

Sue Trow-Smith for King’s Cliffe Heritage 

Village Hall Teas 

Our 2023 season starts on 19th March – perfect timing for a Mother’s Day 

treat! We’ll be baking and making again and ready to serve you delicious 

cakes, scones, and other baked goodies, to enjoy alongside freshly-

brewed pots of tea and coffee. Come on down any time from 2.30pm to 

‘last orders’ at 5pm. There’ll be new-season marmalades on sale, as well 

as other preserves, all of them homemade. Our Book Corner has missed 

you, so do come and have a browse to find a good read. 

After March, our Teas will continue on the 3rd Sunday of the month in 

April, May and June and then fortnightly on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of 

July, August and September, returning to once a month in October and 

November. We all look forward to welcoming you back. 

Sue Trow-Smith for the Village Hall Teas Team 

King’s Cliffe Memorial Hall 

Our AGM this year will be held in the Village Hall on Wednesday 22nd 

March at 8pm, with refreshments from 7.45pm. Everyone is most 

welcome. 

Many of you will know that the Village Hall offers a characterful and 
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attractive venue for private parties and family celebrations, concerts, 

amateur dramatic productions, classes, meetings and community events, 

such as the annual Produce Show and Transition Christmas Fair. This 

important village facility is maintained and run by a small Management 

Committee of volunteer Trustees. We also rely very much on the support 

of other volunteers to handle our bookings and help us with fundraising 

through our Village Hall Teas. 

We have vacancies for volunteer Trustees who have practical or 

administrative skills to join our committee. If you have skills and time you 

feel you could contribute, please contact me on kcmhoffice@gmail.com or 

come along to our AGM.                                                                  Simon Wilson 

(Chair of King’s Cliffe Village Hall Committee) 

Want to hire the Village Hall?  
Go to www.kcmh.org.uk and use the enquiry form on the Contact page;  

email vhallbookings@gmail.com or phone 01780 470125  
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King’s Cliffe Gardeners’ Association 

Our March meeting is titled ‘How to Grow Vegetables in a Time Efficient 

Way’ and will be given by fellow village residents, Mark and Sheila Grout. 

You may have visited their fantastic vegetable garden as it was open for the 

Queen’s Jubilee. I’m sure we will be in for a very good and informative 

evening. Meet at the Active Sports Hall, 22nd March, talk starts at 7.30pm. 

Membership to KCGA is £10 per year with a £2 meeting fee, non-members 

are always welcome to come along to our meetings for a fee of £4 and you 

may wish join us on our summer outings.  

Jobs for March:  There is still time to get your seeds from local outlets and 

now’s the time to sow a range of vegetables such as leeks, tomatoes, 

lettuces, brassicas etc. Or you may wish to buy them ready to plant out 

from our Village Plant Sale on Saturday 27th May. Start chitting your early 

potatoes in a light, frost free place. Before planting out, rub off the weaker 

shoots leaving the strongest four as this will help them grow quickly when 

you are ready to plant them out. 

It’s time to prune your Roses and divide ‘in the green’ Snowdrops as they 

establish better if this is done whilst the leaves are still green. Shrubs and 

perennials can be moved now as long as the ground isn’t water-logged or 

frozen. Cut back late flowering Clematis in pruning group three, such as 

Viticellas, cut it back to 15-30cm above soil level. Start feeding your garden 

to get the best display. You can use a variety of products recommended for 

various plants, but I have used 6X for a number of years now for everything, 

and I have certainly seen a noticeable difference. Please be aware it’s a bit 

smelly when you sprinkle it around the garden, but it doesn’t last long. 

KCGA Secretary 

King’s Cliffe Parish Council 

Parish Council Vacancy:  Due to the recent resignation of Cllr Mary Howard 

(Wharton), we have a vacancy for a Parish Councillor. This is an interesting 

opportunity for a member of the community. If anyone is interested in 
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becoming a Parish Councillor and would like to help improve your local 

area, please contact the Clerk for further information at 

kcpcclerk@gmail.com. We would like to thank Mary for her service and 

wish her well for the future. 

Kissing Gates:  Six new kissing gates have been installed on the Willow 

Brook path between King’s Cliffe and Blatherwycke. This has improved 

accessibility allowing more people to enjoy the local footpaths and explore 

the wonderful countryside that surrounds us. 

Parish Council Grants:  The Parish Council are again inviting community 

groups to apply for grants to support their organisation for the coming 

financial year 2023-24. Applications and further details can be obtained 

from the Clerk - kcpcclerk@gmail.com or from the website https://

kingscliffe-pc.gov.uk. Closing date for applications is 31st March 2023. 

Tree Planting:  We were pleased that Helen Harrison, one of our Unitary 

Cllrs was able to attend our meeting. We discussed the planning process 

and our concern at the number of applications we are seeing to remove 

trees, which are resulting in changes to our visual amenity. We urged all 

applications for tree removal be supported by replacement tree planting.  

Net Zero:  We also discussed with Cllr Harrison the support that may be 

available to help communities move towards ‘Net Zero’ emissions or at 

least to become more self-sufficient.                                Carrie Spence (Clerk) 

01780 470799           kcpcclerk@gmail.com           www.kingscliffe-pc.gov.uk 

The Underground Centre 

We’ve had a very busy few weeks down at the 

Underground Centre! We have sadly said 

goodbye to two of our staff, Simon and Jo, over 

the past couple of weeks. Both Jo and Simon will be greatly missed and we 

thank them for all their hard work and dedication to the Underground 

Centre. Lee O’ Conner has joined us as our seconded 'Acting Manager' 

from KC Active. 
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Our Youth Worker, Teagan, will now be taking on a combined role as 

'Children’s and Youth Worker', taking on all our groups and youth clubs. 

We are also pleased to announce our Teenage Youth Club will 

recommence after the half-term holidays on a Friday evening (19:00-

20:30). Please follow us on our Facebook page or check out our website 

for information on all groups and clubs. 

We are looking for more volunteers and potential Trustees to support us 

in our exciting next stage of our journey, so please do get in touch. We are 

looking for local people of all ages and experiences! Watch this space for 

more exciting events coming up soon…                        Underground Trustees 

King’s Cliffe Active 

I am incredibly pleased to be writing my first piece as KC Active’s first 

Manager at this very exciting time for our site and charity. Over the past 

couple of months, I have had the privilege of meeting many of KCA’s users, 

clubs, groups and supporters of the charity. I am delighted to be working 

with them all to continue to improve on the great work carried out by our 

committed team of trustees over the years and to improve our site and 

facilities on offer to our community and beyond. 

Our pump track campaign has been a great community success, working 

with a team of King’s Cliffe parents to secure this amazing addition to our 

site. Thank you to everyone who has contributed to this fundraising 

campaign, by sharing our posts/messages and donating funds for a pump 

track in King’s Cliffe. I would also like to say a special thank you to the 

King’s Cliffe Social Club for their support in arranging two great events to 

help raise funds. It’ll only be a matter of time before we start to see our 

new pump track build being started! On behalf of the Trustees, staff and 

pump track working group, thank you all for your support!      

Lee O’Connor 

www.kcactive.co.uk                                                           office@kcactive.co.uk 
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Transition King’s Cliffe  for environment and community 

BikeFix:  The First BikeFix session of 2023 will be on 

Saturday 1st April, between 10am and 12noon on the 

green on Forest Approach. Get that old bike out of the 

shed and get it fit for the road!  

TKC Wildplaces:  In February the Woodland Trust 

cleared some new openings, or ‘scallops’ along the 

rides in Millennium Wood. These are great for biodiversity as they increase 

the ‘edge effect’ where species which seek both woodland for cover, and 

open areas for foraging will be happiest. Many insects and birds inhabit 

these zones, and the Woodland Trust are very mindful of using the right 

habitat management techniques to keep the woods alive! 

Following on from this we had our own workparty in the wood, where we 

created a new internal glade by clearing some of the many dead ash trees. 

Again, this produces more edging, but by keeping it internal it provides a 

quieter area for the wildlife away from visitors. We constructed a good-

sized log pile as well, which will be appreciated by the invertebrates and 

small mammals. It was great to see so many volunteers, including some 

new people and some we haven’t seen for a while as well. 

In March we will turn our attention to the Village Field, and in particular 

the wildlife corridor at the western end. We planted the trees there seven 

years ago, and we can now remove a number of the protective tubes. We 

will also be removing some of the scrub among the trees, and maybe even 

do a little weeding! 

Meeting at the far end of the village field from 10.30am on Sunday 12th 

March. We will have some spare tools, but do bring your own if you have 

them. Ideally secateurs, (small) spade, trowels, shears, loppers. Also bring 

gloves and sensible footwear. Aiming to finish around 12.30. 

Do let me have any sightings of frog or toad spawn, lizards or snakes! 

Anna Stockley (Secretary) 
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The Way We Were 

More from James Roberts’ recollections of the village around 1900: 

“The Gas Works in Bridge Street [where today are houses 15a-15d] was 

worked by a Mr Clifton and then by Mr G Close. It was hard work firing 

those retorts, shovelling small coal into them. [The retorts were horizontal 

tubes about 12” across which had to be filled with coal and emptied by 

hand once burnt. Burning the coal created ‘town gas’ which could be 

stored.] The men used to take their clothes off down to the waist about 

twice a day. They would pull the coke out and drench it with water to cool 

it down and then you could take your barrow and buy the coke for about 

sixpence [about 2p] as much as you liked, of course all coal and coke was 

very cheap those days. 

Then Mr Close would go round the village, carrying a little ladder, to light 

the street-lamps and later he would go round and put them out. It was 

very hard work in wintertime. Then if there was a leak in the pipes up the 

street he would have to dig down and repair them. Following Mr Close 

was a Mr ‘Banker’ Cunnington. 

Mr John Harlock, Mr Close, Mr Bullimore and Mr Robert Little were 

cobblers and boot repairers. They all did great work entirely by hand. One 

could get a pair of boots soled and heeled for a shilling or two.  

Mr John Roberts in West Street [No.63] was a carrier using a horse and 

cart, the cart sometimes open, sometimes covered in. He would bring your 

orders from Stamford on Mondays and Fridays and would do your 

shopping, charging a small fee for that. He was helped by his daughter, 

Lydia, and son, Harry. Anyone could go in and do their own shopping by 

paying a few coppers [pennies] for the ride.  

At The Butts and Little Butts on Backway [Wood Road, Nos.31 and 33] 

were gardeners. Mr John Chapman would do most of the Big House 

gardens, all in the village – such as Miss Sarah Law [Wellington Farm] and 

Mr T J Law [Hall Farm], Dr Pink [No.2 Park Street], Miss Dennis [The 
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 Walnuts, Park Street]. At the Big Butts, Mr Fox and his son, John, grew 

flowers and vegetables to sell round the village, made wreaths and crosses 

for funerals, and grew fruit to sell at the cricket field on Feast days. 

I remember Mr Jackson, gardener to Mr & Mrs Howes [No.31 West Street] 

on the bottom back way [No.1 Church Walk]. After his departure, Mr 

Walter Woolley came to take over and what a great gardener he was with 

fruit, flowers and vegetables. A Mr J Todd used to help him, and I also 

used to help in the garden and do all kinds of work. Mr Woolley was there 

a great many years. He used to sing and help at concerts in the School 

Rooms. He was also our Band master. What a great time we had playing at 

Village Feasts and garden parties and all around the villages.” 

The Victoria Band in 1900. This is the band referred to by James Roberts 

who is second from the right in the front row in this picture.  

Sue Trow-Smith for King’s Cliffe Heritage 
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Nature Notes for February and March 

Things are beginning to change in the woods. From the top of one of the 

tallest pine trees a Song Thrush calls loudly to proclaim its territory for the 

coming season. It has been doing this early every morning for a few days 

now. Goldcrests have started singing their high-pitched call in several places 

throughout the woods. I watched one seemingly hovering as it probed a fir 

cone with its beak. 

Further across the wood the irregular 

drumming of a Great Spotted Woodpecker 

echoed between bare tree trunks. The 

sound carried a long way and hopefully will 

be successful in attracting a new mate for 

the Spring.  

High up in the canopy the harsh, grating 

cries of Jays attract my attention. For such 

large, colourful birds, Jays are able to 

disguise themselves very effectively. Often, 

they are most easily seen as they fly across 

open spaces between the trees. Then their 

white rump becomes obvious as they fly away from you. 

One morning a group of six Fallow Deer hinds sped across the track in front 

of me. They were hotly pursued by a large black dog which then followed 

deep into the wood and out of sight. After a while the dog reappeared 

having obviously been unsuccessful in keeping up with its quarry. It then 

bounded off in the opposite direction presumably in search of something 

else to chase. 

It appears that Spring is on its way a little earlier than normal. Let’s hope 

that the weather doesn’t have other plans to delay its arrival.   

Fledgling 
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King’s Cliffe Club 
 

Friday 17th March 
 

Local band  
 

The Kobras  
 

will help us celebrate St. Patrick’s Day 
and the 56th anniversary of the Club  

locating to 65 Wood Road. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fortnightly Bingo 

Sunday evenings from 8pm. 
 

Rugby, Football & other sports 
shown on the Big Screen. 

 

New members are always welcome. 
 

Membership:  £15 for first year, £10 thereafter. 
 

CIU Affiliated. 
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Come and join us at  
 

Laxton Village Hall’s  

Big Quiz Night! 
 

Friday 21st April 

7pm for a 7.30pm start 
 

Tickets include: a drink on arrival 

Nibbles 

Home-cooked shepherd’s pie and peas (or veggie alternative) 

Chocolate mousse 

Prizes for the winners 

 

There’s also a fabulous raffle featuring Champneys vouchers, 

Tolethorpe tickets, and a luxury hamper… 

 

£15 per person 

Tables are a maximum of eight people,  

so invite your friends and start brushing up on your trivia!  

 

All proceeds to St Mary’s Church, Laxton  

Email antonia.j.gould@gmail.com to reserve your spot  
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Paws For Thought 

The Theological Education of Rectory Puppy:  

Welcome to the next instalment of the continuing 

theological education of Jessie (The rectory puppy) 

under the wise tutelage of Lexie (a wise old dog with 

formal theological training and many years’ 

experience). 

Jessie: Here we go again…. 

Lexie:  What’s that? 

Jessie: We are about to go into lent and that means thinking about  

             ourselves. 

Lexie:  Wow, you have been learning. Have you been studying the  

             calendar? 

Jessie: Nope, Rev Keir has got out his purple scarf, that means a bad time of 

             year. 

Lexie:  It isn’t necessarily a bad time. 

Jessie: It only comes out at Lent and Advent, both times when we have to  

             wait. 

Lexie:  Waiting isn’t so bad. 

Jessie: You keep saying that, but I am bursting with excitement!! 

Lexie:  About Easter? 

Jessie: Oh, I don’t know. I am excited about everything. 

Lexie:  Do you remember giving up jumping up at people last year? 

Jessie: Yes, and I have been trying all year to keep that going. 

Lexie:  So, Lent was a good thing in your life? 

Jessie: Yes, I get a lot more treats when I don’t jump up. 

Lexie:  There you go, so what are you going to work on this year? 

Jessie: Jumping up, that’s my lent thing! 

Lexie:  The idea is that you work on something different each year. 

Jessie: WHAT? 

Lexie:  Yes, Rev Keir is going to try to give up his connection with his phone. 
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Jessie: So he will have more time to play with us? 

Lexie:  Amongst other things, yes. 

Jessie: Brilliant, what are you going to try to work on,  

            Lexie? 

Lexie:  I am going to study St. Pauls letters to the  

            various early churches. 

Jessie: Why? 

Lexie:  I want to get a better understanding of why  

            they were written. 

Jessie: But haven’t you already studied them? 

Lexie:  Yes, but I want to improve. 

Jessie: Oh, ok, well I am going to give up sausages!! 

Lexie:  Really? 

Jessie: No, what an awful idea. I’ll have to have a nap and think about it. 

Lexie:  Good idea, we’ve got another week to make up our minds… zzzzzz.. 

Rev Keir Dow 

St Nicholas Church, Bulwick 

Coffee Morning:  The second coffee morning of the year will be held in the 

church on 4th March from 10:30am - 12:30pm. There will be preserves, 

cakes, biscuits, tombola, coffee, tea, juices, stalls with crafts and other 

items for sale. It will be a good chance to catch-up with neighbours and 

have a natter. The church fundraising social team are doing a grand job, so 

come along and support their efforts. Proceeds for church funds. 

Get Ready for Easter:  As the ‘Get Ready for Advent’ session was such good 

fun and very productive, we are having another one for Easter. The crafting 

session will be in the church on Saturday 25th March from 2pm. This is 

open for all, residents and non-residents, to come together for an 

afternoon and get some Easter themed decorations ready to display in the 

church or to take home. There will be helping hands to get you started 

making decorated eggs, Easter bonnets, cards and much more. 
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Bulwick Contacts 

Bulwick Village Centre:  Email - bulwickvillagecentre@gmail.com 

Bulwick Parish Council:  Email - info@bulwickpc.org.uk  

                                            (see also noticeboard outside shop entrance) 

Bulwick Village Shop:  Email - hello@thepickled.shop 

                                          Phone - 01780 450774 

New Lodge Farm shop and café:  Email - shop@newlodgefarm.com 

                                                             Phone - 01780 450493 

Queen’s Head Public House:  Phone -  01780 450272 

Refreshments will be served, and materials will be supplied, but you can 

bring your own if you’d like. Let’s get together and have some community 

time getting ready for Easter.  

Churchyard Tidy:  There will be a St Nicholas churchyard Spring tidy on 

Sunday 26th March from 10:00am. Come and help keep the churchyard in 

good order; wear appropriate clothing and bring your own tools to help 

with clearing vegetation. If you cannot make that date/time but would still 

like to help, then let me know so we can arrange an area where you can 

work at a time of your choosing. There will be a tea break during the 

session and maybe even be a slice of homemade cake. Thanks to 

Blatherwycke residents Teresa and Darren, and Blatherwycke Estate for 

keeping the churchyard at Holy Trinity tidy and well maintained. Your help 

is very much appreciated. 

Quality Jumble Sale:  A quality jumble and bric-a-brac sale will be held in 

Bulwick Village Centre from 1pm-3pm on Saturday 18th March. Admission 

is 50p for adults, while children accompanied by an adult go free. The 

proceeds from the sale will help towards the costs involved in staging the 

annual Bulwick Horticultural Show, which will take place over the August 

bank holiday weekend.                         Alma O’Neill, Churchwarden (450300) 
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Laxton Village Hall 

Happy March to everyone! Some eagle-eyed residents may have noticed 

that Laxton Village Hall has had a spring arrival of its own, as a new tree 

has been planted in the Village Hall grounds. The tree is a beautiful English 

Oak and has been bought and planted to commemorate Queen Elizabeth 

the Second. The tree arrived bare rooted and rather sooner than expected 

(unlike Spring) and it was felt it needed to be planted as soon as possible, 

which thwarted plans for a planting “event.” However, a memorial plaque 

is on order, and the committee plans to organise an event to celebrate the 

commemorative oak in the future at which the plaque will be placed.  

Laxton Village Hall is also holding its AGM on the 9th of March at 7pm and 

the committee are pleased to announce that they are looking for new 

Trustees. Thank you to those who are stepping down from the role who 

have put so much time and effort into the Village Hall, helping to ensure 

this valuable resource keeps running. If you would like to find out more 

about what the role entails or would like to put yourself forward, please 

get in touch via info@laxtonvillagehall.org. 

Coffee Morning:  Vivian and Glenys were our hosts in February. They also 

held a tabletop sale to raise funds for the Air Ambulance. The coffee 

morning was well attended with £71.40 being taken towards hall funds. 

The tabletop sale raised £52.75 for the Air Ambulance and the unsold 

items also went to their shop. Thank you to everyone who supported the 

event and this most worthwhile cause. 

The next Coffee Morning will be held on Saturday 11th March 10.30am to 

12.30pm. A selection of chat, tea, coffee and cakes will be available. All are 

very welcome. 

Laxton Bloomers:  Laxton Bloomers met for the first time this year on the 

7th February. Their next meeting will be on Tuesday 7th March. All are 

welcome to attend as we look forward to a new growing season.  

Book Club:  The Book Club will meet on Tuesday 14th March at 7.30pm. 
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New members are always welcome. If you would like more information on 

the group, please message John McCrone either via 

info@laxtonvillagehall.org or on 07522 862723. 

Laxton Arts and Crafts:  The Arts and Crafts group run by Vivien Harvey, 

continues on the 21st of March between 7.30 and 9.30pm. The group is 

informal, and everyone brings along their own project to work on, with 

some friendly support and chat alongside. If you are interested in being part 

of this group or have any questions or suggestions, please see Vivien or 

email info@laxtonvillagehall.org. If you are unsure about what craft project 

to start, come along and be inspired by the Laxton Arts and Crafts Group. 

Village Hall Spring Clean:  The Village Hall Spring Clean event will be held 

on the 25th of March 9.30am to 12.30pm. Please come along and help if 

you can spare the time. Tea, coffee and biscuits will be provided.  

Pub Night:  The next Pub Night will be on Thursday the 30th March from 

7.30pm with the usual crisps, chocolate, soft drinks as well as alcohol! 

Please attend if you can.                                                                   The Mortlocks 
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Beautiful curtains, blinds and soft furnishings 
designed and created to compliment your home. 

 
 

For a free 
home consultation 

and quote call 
07957 686595  

www.georginascurtainsandkeepsakes.com 
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R E Newton Ltd (Nassington) 
SPECIALIST CARPENTRY JOINERY & BUILDING WORK 

The Complete Refurbishment Specialist 

 Internal alterations to Extensions 

 Listed & Period Building Specialist 

 Hand Made Kitchens to your design and colour 

 Built in Wardrobes to cupboards/bookcases 

 Purpose made joinery – windows and doors 

Est. Since 1989 

www.renewton.com      Email: Edward@renewton.wanadoo.co.uk 

Tel:   Daytime 07831 256087   Evening 01780 782704 

FOR ALL YOUR CARPENTRY AND BUILDING NEEDS 

K.C. PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
KING’S CLIFFE 

• Extensions, Renovations, 
Conversions etc. 

• Repointing, Patios, Paving. 

• Stonework, Brickwork, 
Garden Walls. 

• Groundworks & Footings. 

• Digger Hire & Driver. 

• Plastering. 

• Interior & Exterior Decorating. 

FOR FREE QUOTATIONS PLEASE CALL 

KEVIN CUNNINGTON 
07946 139754 

MATT CZEREMSZNSKY 
07984 956947 

 

Bespoke picture 
framing 

Oils, watercolour, textiles, etc. 
Large or small. 

Contact: 

FELICITY THISTLETHWAITE 
m: 07943 127979 

t: 01780 470275 

e: fthistlethwaite@ 
    rocketmail.com 
    www.efflejay.co.uk 
Member of the Fine Art Trade Guild 
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Are your carpets and upholstery in need of a freshen up? 
Look no further! 

Fully trained and insured to clean carpets and upholstery 
for both domestic and commercial clients. 

Colin Smith is local to the area and can give you a 
competitive quote today. 

Don’t hesitate, give him a ring on  
01780 471015 or 07919857311  

Email:  mysmartcarpet@yahoo.co.uk 

Martin James 

The Village Sweep 

Your local chimney sweeping service. 

Stove repairs: rope seals, firebricks etc. 

Certificates issued.    Fully insured. 

07749 438567 

01780 470275 

mhj1@btinternet.com 
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Ranger 
Gas 
 

Servicing/Breakdown 

Installation of all Gas 
Appliances 

Oil/Gas/LPG 

Heat pumps/Solar 

Tel:  07824 443062 
Email: 
Jamieheating@gmail.com 
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PETER RIDDINGTON LANDSCAPING  

We install Patios, Driveways, Ponds, Stone Walls, 

Decking and Fencing. 

We plant Trees and shrubs and offer a complete 

Garden Maintenance. 

We supply and lay turf or grass seed with lawn management. 

Garden design service provided. 

Contact Peter Riddington today for a free quotation 

Telephone:  01780 783004         Mobile  07860 962068 

Email:  peter@peterriddington.co.uk 
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CROWSONS 
D.W. Gunn DipFD 

A FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS 
SERVING THE COMMUNITY 

FOR OVER ONE HUNDRED YEARS 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BARNWELL, OUNDLE, PETERBOROUGH, PE8 5PS 

01832 
272269 

01832 
272269 

• Caring personal attention 
• Chapels of rest 
• 24 hour service to all areas 
• Flowers and catering available 
• Memorials 
• Advice on Golden Charter pre-payment Schemes 

 

An independent and privately-owned, family-run 

funeral directors based in Uppingham, offering a 

sensitive and dignified service to help support you 

through a difficult time and provide peace of mind. 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 

PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLANS AVAILABLE 

Tel: 01572 823976 

www.emdormanfunerals.co.uk 
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Village Pizzas 
Open Tue – Sat for 

Collection  4.30pm – 10pm 

or Delivery  6pm till 10pm 

01780 
784587 

View our Menu at 
www.villagepizzas.co.uk 
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 Early years education for children aged 2 – 4 

Growing a Love for Learning 
King’s Cliffe Endowed Pre-school offers the highest 

standards of care and play opportunities for children 

aged 2 to 4 years. 

Our ethos is to nurture and establish our children’s love 

for learning and exploration by providing the best 

possible experiences and opportunities. 

We now have an amazing Early Years Outdoor Area. 

Fully funded places available. 

For more information please contact the School Office 

on 01780 470259 or email katy.evans@kceps.co.uk 

We offer sessions that  

run from 9.00am until 3.00pm. 

 
Please visit our website at www.kingscliffeschool.co.uk for 

more information about our wonderful Pre-School  

King’s Cliffe Endowed 
Pre-School, 

Kings Forest, King’s Cliffe, 
PE8 6XS. 
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Simba’s Den Day Nursery 
Main Street, Bulwick, NN17 3DY 

Outstanding homely childcare in an idyllic countryside location 

Open all year Monday to Friday 8am–6pm 

Fully funded 2 and 3 year old places available. 

Pre-school led by an early year’s professional. 

Close links to all schools. 

Weekly Ballet lessons from 2 years. 

Weekly forest school sessions at Fineshade wood. 

Lovely large outside area. 

Telephone: 01780 450937 

Email/Web: info@simbasden.co.uk   www.simbasden.co.uk 



Diary 

 

The Gazette is published by All Saints and St James Church, King’s Cliffe 

as a service to the community.  It is written, edited and distributed by 

volunteers from all three parishes.  An electronic version is available here: 

www.kingscliffe.church/gazette 

Gazette Contacts 

You are requested to make contact by Email whenever possible. 

Editor (Articles, News and Events): Jo Jones,  gazette@kingscliffe.church 

Commercial Advertising: Andrea Fern,  andrea.fern@avus-consulting.co.uk 

The Closing Date for all copy is the 15th of the previous month. 

March 
  3 Mar World Day of Prayer Service 11:30 Parish Church, KC 

  4 Mar Bulwick Coffee Morning  10:30-12:30 Parish Church, Bulwick 

  7 Mar Dress A Girl Group 14:00 Parish Church, Bulwick 

  7 Mar Laxton Bloomers 19:30-21:00 Village Hall, Laxton 

  8 Mar KC Coffee Morning 10:30 Parish Church, KC 

  9 Mar Laxton Village Hall AGM 19:00 Village Hall, Laxton 

  9 Mar KCPC Meeting 19:30 KC Active 

11 Mar Laxton Coffee Morning 10:30-12:30 Village Hall, Laxton 

12 Mar TKC Wildplaces Workparty 10:30-12:30 Village Field, KC 

14 Mar Laxton Book Club 19:30-21:00 Village Hall, Laxton 

18 Mar Quality Jumble Sale  13:00-15:00 Village Centre, Bulwick 

19 Mar KC Village Hall Teas 14:30-17:00 Memorial Hall, KC 

21 Mar Laxton Arts and Crafts 19:30-21:30 Village Hall, Laxton 

22 Mar KCGA Meeting 19:30 KC Active 

22 Mar KC Memorial Hall AGM 20:00 Memorial Hall, KC 

24 Mar Oundle Choral Concert 19:30 St. Peter’s, Oundle 

25 Mar Village Hall Spring Clean 09:30-12:30 Village Hall, Laxton 

25 Mar Get Ready For Easter 14:00 Parish Church, Bulwick 

26 Mar Churchyard Spring Tidy 10:00 Parish Church, Bulwick 

26 Mar KC Heritage Centre Open 14:00-17:00 27 Bridge Street, KC 

26 Mar Quilts for Care Leavers 14:00-17:00 Parish Church, KC 

29 Mar Communicare AGM 17:30 Wansford Surgery 

29 Mar KC Bookworms 19:30 The Cross Keys, KC 

30 Mar Pub Night 19:30-21:00 Village Hall, Laxton 


