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Curate on the Hill 

Happy New Year to you all. I hope that you enter 

2023 with a feeling of hope and positivity. The 

theme for this month has been outrageously 

stolen from the old adverts which said, ‘A dog is 

for life, not just for Christmas.’ This is how I feel 

about faith and Jesus. Hopefully over the last few weeks you have been 

able to celebrate in some way. Some of you might even have ventured 

into a church. But the question might now be, what next? Do we start the 

year with resolutions, gym membership or holiday planning for the 

summer? Perhaps now is a time to explore what you think about the idea 

of faith? 

With this in mind I have organised a course called ‘Growing Faith’ which 

will allow people a chance to explore what they truly believe and whether 

Jesus might be part of that. The course will run weekly over 8 weeks from 

5th January until the beginning of Lent. The course will be held in King’s 

Cliffe church for the whole benefice. The first session will start with a meal 

and then be an informal chat about aspects of faith.  

There is no commitment and if at any point you decide that it is not for 

you then it is fine to let me know that you won’t be coming back. Growing 

Faith is designed to support two groups. First are those who might have 

some idea of faith, but don’t know what that might be, whose faith might 

not fit within the structure of the church or those who don’t know where 

to start. The second group is those with some sort of Christian faith, but 

don’t know how to talk about it. Some people may regularly come to 

church, but still not understand much about their faith (regularly might 

mean every week, might mean every year for the carol service). 

If this sounds like something you might be interested in please fill in the 

online form to let me know - https://forms.office.com/e/D9NNLHzY4n. 

More information and the link to this form can be found on the benefice 

website www.kingscliffebenefice.uk.                                          Rev’d Keir Dow 



Church Notices 

3 

Church Services in January 

All Saints and St James – King’s Cliffe 

  1 Jan 09:30 Benefice Service 

  8 Jan 09:30 Holy Communion 

15 Jan 16:30 Family Worship 

22 Jan 09:30 Holy Communion 

29 Jan 09:30 Holy Communion 

St Nicholas – Bulwick 

  8 Jan 11:00 Holy Communion 

All Saints – Laxton 

22 Jan 11:00 Holy Communion 

The Benefice of 

King’s Cliffe, Bulwick & Blatherwycke and Laxton 

Curate Revd Keir Dow 753283 

Lay Minister Sophy Jubb                 clerk@kingscliffe.church 

Reader David Teall 07884 494341 

General Enquiries (Messages picked up weekly)     479249 

Clerk (Baptisms & Weddings) Sophy Jubb                 clerk@kingscliffe.church 

Churchwardens 

King’s Cliffe Felicity Thistlethwaite 470275 

 Susannah Sutton  07990 088228 

Bulwick & Blatherwycke Alma O’Neill 450300 

Laxton Michael Harrison 450362 

 Rupert Boyle 450260 

www.kingscliffebenefice.uk 
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King’s Cliffe Women’s Fellowship 

We held our pre-Christmas meeting at the Cross Keys Pub in the village 

where we enjoyed a lovely seasonal meal together.  

Our thanks to Naz and all the staff for making us feel so welcome. Our next 

meeting will be held in King’s Cliffe Church on Thursday, 5th January, at 

2:00pm. Do remember to bring along your wrapped gift. Wishing you all a 

Happy New Year!                                                                               Christine Ball 

Church Coffee Morning 

The Christmas church coffee morning for December raised £111. Thank 

you to everyone for raffle prizes, shortbread and marmalade. We are so 

grateful for all these contributions which help to raise money to help 

support our church. 

It was a joyous morning with carols sung, accompanied by Stephen our 

Choir Master, thank you Stephen. 

We enjoyed sherry, mince pies and sausage rolls, altogether a happy start 

to the Christmas celebrations! Please do join us on January 11th at 

10.30am. A warm welcome to start the new year!         Church Coffee Team 

King’s Cliffe Heritage 

The next meeting is on Thursday 19th January and starts 7.30pm in the 

upper floor room at KC Active. "What's in a name?" is the title of our topic 

for the evening: a look back at family names, nicknames, house names, 

field names and place names in old Cliffe. KCH members £1, non-members 

£2; Tea/coffee & biscuits £1.  

Everyone is very welcome so do come along and find out more! 

Sue Trow-Smith 

Want to hire the Village Hall?  
Go to www.kcmh.org.uk and use the enquiry form on the Contact page;  

email vhallbookings@gmail.com or phone 01780 470125  
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King’s Cliffe Gardeners’ Association 

Happy New Year to all gardeners! This month it’s our AGM which will be 

held at KC Active on Wednesday 25th January at 7:30pm. We’ll have a short 

meeting following AGM business. The meeting is open to all, so if you are 

not yet a member, come along and see if it’s something you’d like to attend 

regularly. If you are a member, subs are due for 2023. 

Top gardening jobs for this month. Take advantage of mild days and get 

some jobs done to save time later in the year. Clean pots, water butts and 

greenhouses ready for spring. Dig over any patches not already done. 

Disperse worm casts in lawns. Check stored tubers of Dahlia, Begonia, 

Canna and others for rot or drying out. Plan your vegetable crop rotations 

for the coming season – seed catalogues available at the meeting. Cut down 

flowering perennials to ground level. Plant new soft fruit canes or prune 

established ones. Force early rhubarb. Clear away fallen leaves including 

under bushes and hedges as they give protection for snails and slugs in 

winter. Service lawnmowers and tools.                                        Lindsay Kubicki 

The Underground Centre 

The Underground Centre is delighted that 

2022 saw us back up and running and we are 

excited about 2023 with plans for a full 

programme of activities currently being 

finalised. Look out for ‘Breakfast with the Bunny,’ ‘Spooky Snacktacular’ and 

‘Lunch with Santa,’ whilst the ducks will be back racing on the water on the 

first Sunday of July. We now have: 

TIDDLERS - Mondays 9.30am – 11.00am. Stay and play for parents and 

children under 5. 

YOUTH GROUP - (Years 3, 4, 5) Mondays 4.30pm – 6.00pm. 

YOUTH GROUP - (Years 6, 7, 8) Mondays 6.15pm – 7.45pm. 

MESSY PLAY - Thursdays 9.30am – 11.00am for under 5s. 

YOUTH GROUP - (Years 8-13) Fridays 7.00pm – 8.30pm. 
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We have Summer Camp and Youth Group enrichment activities (trips!) to 

be confirmed, and then a number of fundraising activities which we hope 

will be of interest. 

If you have any time and could help support the village children’s charity, 

volunteering to assist with one of the groups or helping with one of the 

events or serving as a Trustee, please get in touch - 

admin@undergroundcentre.org.uk.                              Underground Trustees 

King’s Cliffe Active 

A good time to reflect and also look forward. Through 2022 we achieved 

the following: 

• The opening of the Active Café—Having finally completed the 

Pavilion extension, with the fitting out courtesy of a grant from the 

FCC Communities Foundation. 

• Our part of King’s Cliffe Celebrating Jubilee Together– our sports 

event with a grant through Sport England’s Queen’s Platinum 

Jubilee Activity Fund. Plus the Community Art Project—creating the 

artwork in the pavilion and the graffiti on the retaining wall and 

container courtesy of an Arts Council Let's Create Jubilee grant 

through Northamptonshire Community Foundation. 

• Recruiting our new staff team of Lee O’Connor, Tracey Smith and 

Kevin Howard. 

• And most recently establishing our Warm Space, open Wednesdays 

and Thursdays until the end of March with support from the 

National Grid Electricity Distribution Community Matters Fund. 

We are very grateful for all the support we have received from our user 

clubs, groups and organisations and are delighted to see the development 

of these, especially our Junior Netball and Football activities and the 

Tennis Club. Also, Neal Lattimore and team are doing a great job with 

Active Performance, King’s Cliffe and their variety of classes. 
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Looking forward to 2023 and we: 

• Hope to have built the new pumptrack by Easter. 

• Have applied for funding to install solar panels and LED lighting, and 

will then hopefully secure grants to increase our play equipment. 

• Hope to press on with delivering the Community Garden project. 

Simon Fairhall 

www.kcactive.co.uk                office@kcactive.co.uk                 07939 495137 

Transition King’s Cliffe  for environment and community 

Christmas Fair:  A big thank you to all who 

volunteered their time and energy to make the fair 

happen this year, to the stallholders with many lovely 

things, the musicians and choir, and to everybody 

who came down to have a look. It was a great 

success! 

TKC Wildplaces:  There was a good turnout in November for our 

workparty – clearing the railway line footpath from Wood Lane to the 

village field. It always needs attention at this time of year after the main 

growing season for brambles, so the path stays useable over the winter. 

A local grazier puts some sheep onto King’s 

Cliffe Meadow over the winter to support the 

conservation on the site. The grasses need to be 

grazed down before the wildflowers start again 

in the spring. Unfortunately, a couple of them 

got caught up in the brambles in early 

December so they have been taken off for now. We will be working on the 

site in January to clear this hazard and allow the conservation grazing to 

return – probably with our local favourite Vince, a black Hebridean sheep, 

who seems to be good at keeping the rest of them out of trouble! 
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Meeting at the King’s Cliffe meadow site from 10.30am on Sunday 8th 

January and working through until lunch around 12.30pm. Please bring 

secateurs or loppers if you have them, although we do have a few spares. 

You will also need good gloves for handling the spiky stuff and sensible 

footwear as usual. 

We had also intended to do some work in Millennium Wood in December, 

taking down some of the dead ash trees and creating a glade with wood 

piles and other shelter. Unfortunately, we had to cancel due to the activity 

leader being somewhat incapacitated! Hopefully we will get back to this in 

February. 

Meanwhile, don’t forget to feed your garden birds over the winter, and 

put out water when its frosty – they really need this for bathing as well as 

drinking!                                                                        Anna Stockley (Secretary) 

King’s Cliffe Parish Council 

We hope that everyone has had a joyful Christmas and we wish everyone 

a Happy New Year! 

Defibrillators:  You will be pleased to see that the defibrillator near the 

top of Eagle Lane is now in place. A big thank you to all of those who have 

made this possible, especially to Jane Paige for agreeing to have this 

placed on her wall, and Claire Lovejoy for the support and maintenance of 

the defibrillators across the village. We are now in the process of 

organising additional defibrillators in both Park Street and Oak Lane – 

more news on this next time. 

Speed Warning Signs:  We continue to make progress on the installation 

of the agreed speed warning signs. We have had a meeting with Highways 

and are now applying for funding for this project – we will continue to 

keep you up to date. 

Former Endowed School Site:  The council have received details of the 

application by the owners to convert the property into four townhouses. 



News From King’s Cliffe 

9 

This application was considered at our December meeting and will be 

considered further at our January meeting. 

Meadow Railway Bridge:  The group that was formed last year to look at 

the feasibility of safeguarding and securing the old railway bridge on the 

railway walk, which has become known as the ‘meadow railway bridge,’ 

have asked to come and update the Parish Council and indeed the parish 

on the results of their findings at our January meeting. 

Grit Bins:  Please remember that the yellow grit bins located in various 

locations throughout the village are for ‘self-help’ to grit the nearby paths 

and roads. If they become depleted, please advise the Clerk who will 

arrange for NNC to arrange for a refill. 

Farewell and Welcome:  We would like to take this opportunity to thank 

Tracey Green for all her work over the last 5 years as our Clerk. Tracey has 

decided to step down from this role because of her other commitments. 

We are pleased to say that we have appointed Carrie Spence from Wood 

Road as our new Clerk. Carrie is busy learning about the role and getting to 

know the contacts at North Northants Council. I am sure you will join me in 

welcoming Carrie to her new role and wish her well. The contact details 

remain the same.                                                     Andrew Howard (Chairman) 

01780 470799           kcpcclerk@gmail.com           www.kingscliffe-pc.gov.uk 

Food Basket 

There is a Food Basket at the back of the church in King’s Cliffe. 

Donations of any non-perishable food can be added to the basket. 

If you are in need of any extra food please help yourself. 

Citizens Advice have a Stamford Food Bank Helpline: 01476 249069. 

Oundle Food Bank can deliver: contact number 07907 216144. 

Further information on Food Banks can be found at trusselltrust.org. 
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The Way We Were 

This month 150 years ago saw the opening of the King’s Cliffe Schools in 

Park Street - one for boys, the other for girls. The school buildings had 

been adapted and much extended from an old house previously the home 

of the Revd Miles Joseph Berkeley, world famous for his important, early 

studies of fungi. Revd Berkeley and his family lived there from the mid-

1830s until 1869. Throughout that time, he identified and studied 

thousands of specimens of fungi, some found locally, others sent to him 

from far and wide. Among them were some brought back to England by 

Charles Darwin on ‘The Beagle’. All these specimens and the huge volume 

of correspondence and learned papers written by Revd Berkeley over the 

years were carried by the Royal Mail and the very first Postmaster in King’s 

Cliffe would have handled them all! He was Mr Robert Holmes at the Cross 

Keys Inn, who served the village for forty-three years before retiring in 

January 1873. The Stamford Mercury reported that Mr Holmes was 

presented with “a purse of gold containing £44 as a mark of esteem and 

respect for his long and faithful services for 43 years”. The Rector, Revd E 

Du Pré, made the presentation to Mr Holmes, who “returned his heartfelt 

thanks for the kind feeling shown to him”. The Rector then thanked Mrs. 

Wood who had collected the ‘subscriptions’ towards Mr Holmes’ 

retirement gift.  
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150 years ago, keeping warm in winter was a very real and constant 

challenge for many in the village. Those particularly affected were the 

families of agricultural labourers, whose work was seasonal and uncertain, 

especially through the years of agricultural depression across the country. 

In January 1873 the Stamford Mercury reported on a weekly savings club, 

augmented by donations from those in the village who could afford it, 

through which people were helped to buy warm clothes for their families 

and coal to heat their homes: “KING’S CLIFFE.  – The Clothing and Coal Club 

established here three years ago under the auspices of Mr. and Mrs. Wood 

and Miss Law has been very successful, for through the liberality of many 

friends the committee have been enabled to add 3s. 8d. to every poor 

woman’s 4s. 4d. saved, so that £37 3s. 9d. has just been disposed of in 85 

coal tickets, and £26 in 65 clothing tickets – a boon at this time of the year 

much appreciated by the poor. Mr. Thomas Law is the treasurer of the 

club.” 

This year, people are facing rising costs and hardship during the cold winter 

months and keeping warm is a challenge once again. We are fortunate 

here to have ‘Warm Spaces’, open to all, in our Parish Church and in the KC 

Active Cafe supported by the National Lottery Community Fund. 

Sue Trow-Smith for King’s Cliffe Heritage 
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Nature Notes for December and January 

With the advent of much colder weather, a variety of birds are now 

visiting the garden bird feeders. Goldfinches have returned to take 

advantage of the nigella seeds which they chose to ignore last winter in 

favour of sunflower hearts. I can’t explain why they have reverted to the 

conventionally accepted favourite food. 

Blue tits and Great tits remain faithful to their regular choice of peanuts 

and seed filled fat balls. They hang there for ages gorging themselves on 

these high energy food sources. Not so for visiting Long tailed tits. 

Although they move around in small groups of 10 or 12 birds, they always 

arrive at the feeders singly or in pairs. Highly animated and attacking the 

fat balls enthusiastically, they rapidly depart to be replaced by more birds 

from the flock. This process continues until all the birds have fed and they 

leave to find food elsewhere. Perhaps that’s in your garden. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maybe everyone’s favourite garden bird, especially at this time of year, is 

the Robin. It is now they become especially tame, often sitting outside the 

kitchen window looking in, to appeal for a fresh supply of morsels. A local 

Garden Centre has a particularly tame Robin that spends much of its time 
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 perched around the shop. When approached it sits within touching distance 

and seemingly not opening its beak emits a low, soft warbling song. You 

have to be very close to hear the beautiful sound and then you can see the 

throat movements creating the song. This is a very different song from the 

loud, vibrant notes we hear around the garden during spring and summer. I 

look forward to hearing that again next year.                                        Fledgling 

Paws For Thought 

The Theological Education of Rectory Puppy:  

Welcome to the next instalment of the continuing 

theological education of Jessie (The rectory puppy) 

under the wise tutelage of Lexie (a wise old dog with 

formal theological training and many years’ 

experience). 

Jessie: Wasn’t Christmas brilliant? 

Lexie:  Yes, it is always nice to have family around     

            and celebrate the birth of the Christ-child. 

Jessie: It was a non-stop party with food and fun. Why can’t it be like that  

            all the time? 

Lexie:  Perhaps it should. 

Jessie: But Church usually is soooo boring. 

Lexie:  But there is beauty in the grace of God. 

Jessie: Yeah, yeah, but it is boring isn’t it? 

Lexie:  For some the beautiful liturgy and connection with God is awe  

            inspiring. 

Jessie: But what about those who struggle with all of that wordy stuff? 

Lexie:  Well, there is a new Family Service starting in January. 

Jessie: Really, Where? 

Lexie:  It will be in Easton on the Hill on the second Sunday of each month. 

Jessie: But we usually go to the rugby club then to run around and beg for  

             treats. 
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Lexie:  No Jessie, we go to support Rev Keir’s  

            son when he is playing rugby. 

Jessie: Well that might be what you’re doing... 

Lexie:  Rev Keir has realised that Sunday 

            mornings is no good for many families.  

Jessie: So why is there a Family Service on a  

            Sunday morning? 

Lexie:  There isn’t, it will be at 6 o’clock in the  

             evening. 

Jessie: But, but, but…. 

Lexie:  What’s wrong? You suddenly look very afraid. 

Jessie: But, but, 6 o’clock is supper time! 

Lexie:  We will still get supper, maybe even a bit earlier. 

Jessie: Phew, that is a massive relief. 

Lexie:  Rev Keir does try to think of everything. 

Jessie: But what about the families? Will they get their supper? 

Lexie:  Yes he has planned for food to be there at the service for them. 

Jessie: What sort of food? Dog food? Treats? Coffee and Cake? 

Lexie:  The first one will be Pizza. 

Jessie: Pizza? I love Pizza!! 

Lexie:  Then after that there will be a variety of food.  

Jessie: This is sounding better and better. 

Lexie:  The idea is to make it easier for families to come. Church at 6 -7pm  

            with food included, then home for bedtime routines, homework  

            etc.  

Jessie: Forget all that, tell me more about the food. 

Lexie:  People will just have to see, by coming along. 

Family Praise starts Sunday 8th January at 6pm, Easton on the Hill. 

Rev’d Keir Dow 
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King’s Cliffe Ex Servicemen’s  
& Social Club  

 
The Management Committee  

would like to wish all members  
and future members a 

 

“VERY HAPPY NEW YEAR”  
 

Fortnightly Bingo on  
Sunday evenings from 8pm 

 
New members are  
always welcome  

 
Membership - first year £15,  

£10 thereafter 
 

CIU Affiliated 
 

POLITE REMINDER 
 

Membership renewals are now due. 
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King’s Cliffe Heritage meeting 

A look back at family names,  
nicknames, house names, field 

names, place names in old Cliffe. 
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St Nicholas Church, Bulwick 

Coffee and Crafts:  The Coffee and Crafts event held on 

3rd December raised £220 for church funds. Thanks to 

all who attended and to those who provided the raffle 

prizes and refreshments. The next coffee morning held 

in the church will be on Saturday 4th February 10:30 to 

12noon. This will include a bring and buy stall, plus 

many other items to purchase. Come along and support 

this event, it is a good opportunity to catch up with one another and discuss 

what events can be arranged in the church during the year. 

Christingle Service:  A few more attendees would have been appreciated, 

however, those who did brave the cold and damp weather enjoyed the ser-

vice. 

Dress A Girl Group:  What marvellous work these dedicated ladies do. They 

have produced an outstanding number of items, dresses, blankets, jumpers, 

hats, scarves plus much more. The group also contributes to the national 

Baby Basics charity. Items from our group for Baby Basics are taken to 

Northampton for distribution amongst those in need in Northamptonshire.  

To date, the group has produced the following for Dress A Girl: 1,731 dress-

es, 294 shorts and tops, 1,500 beanie hats and vests, 766 hats, 152 hats and 

gloves, 704 blankets, 96 scarves and muffs, 1,090 cardigans and jumpers, 

259 soft toys, 112 bags and satchels, plus quilts, aprons, and many other 

items too numerous to mention here. Most of these items are forwarded to 

the Djibouti orphanage and other areas of need, plus charities in this coun-

try.  

This year, we have also provided 352 items for Baby Basics in Northampton. 

The items included cot blankets, shawls, bonnets and bootees, mittens, 

hats, small jumpers, and cardigans. These items are placed in a Moses bas-

ket, which local businesses supply, together with other essential items for 
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Bulwick Contacts 

Bulwick Village Centre:  Email - bulwickvillagecentre@gmail.com 

Bulwick Parish Council:  Email - info@bulwickpc.org.uk  

                                            (see also noticeboard outside shop entrance) 

Bulwick Village Shop:  Email - hello@thepickled.shop 

                                          Phone - 01780 450774 

New Lodge Farm shop and café:  Email - shop@newlodgefarm.com 

                                                             Phone - 01780 450493 

new-borns. They are then distributed via the charity within Northampton-

shire.  

All I can say ladies is how fabulous and dedicated you all are. There will be 

a drop-off session on Tuesday 3rd January, 10:00-11:00am in St Nicholas, 

and then we are back on Tuesday 7th February, 2pm in the church. 

Alma O’Neill, Churchwarden (450300) 

Laxton Village Hall 

Hopefully all Gazette readers have enjoyed a happy 

and healthy festive period with loved ones near. 

January can be a difficult month for some, following 

the excitement of Christmas with a long and 

sometimes boring month! Happily, Laxton Village Hall 

has much to offer, and all are welcome to our events. 

We are working really hard to ensure that our 

wonderful resource can be used by as many people as possible, and we 

are open to all ideas. Please get in touch with info@laxtonvillagehall.org if 

you have ideas or requests.  
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Coffee Morning:  Janet and Caroline were our hosts in December for our 

festive coffee morning with a Christmas hamper being raffled to raise 

money for the hall and the church. Thank you to everyone who supported 

the event. The next coffee morning will be held on Saturday 14th January at 

10.30am to 12.30pm. A selection of chat, tea, coffee, cakes will be 

available. All are very welcome. 

Laxton Bloomers:  On Tuesday 6th December, instead of the usual 

Bloomers monthly meeting, an evening of Christmas wreath making was 

held and enjoyed by all. The next meeting will be on Tuesday 3rd January.  

Book Club:  The Book Club will meet on Tuesday 10th 

January at 7.30pm. New members are always welcome. If 

you would like more information on the group, please 

message John McCrone either via 

info@laxtonvillagehall.org or on 07522 862723.  

Laxton Arts and Crafts Group:  The Arts and Crafts group, run by Vivien 

Harvey, continues on the 17th January between 7.30 and 9.30pm. The 

group is informal, and everyone brings along their own project to work on, 

with some friendly support and chat alongside. If you are interested in 

being part of this group or have any questions, please see Vivien or email 

info@laxtonvillagehall.org. The start of a new year is an ideal time to take 

up a new craft, if you are unsure about what project to start, come along 

and be inspired by the Laxton Arts and Crafts Group. 

Pub Night:  The next Pub night will be on Thursday the 26th of January from 

7.30pm with the usual crisps, chocolate, soft drinks as well as alcohol! 

Please attend if you can.                                                                   The Mortlocks 
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Sports facilities available for hire by individuals or clubs including 

• Floodlit Netball and Tennis Courts (from £5 per hour) 
• Community room perfect for parties or meetings (£10 per hour) 
• Full size grass pitches (from £40 per match) 
• Floodlit MUGA 3G multi-use games area (from £25 per hour) 

To hire please contact Margaret on 0333 0062129, message us on 
Facebook or email enquiries@kcactive.co.uk 
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Beautiful curtains, blinds and soft furnishings 
designed and created to compliment your home. 

 
 

For a free 
home consultation 

and quote call 
07957 686595  

www.georginascurtainsandkeepsakes.com 
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R E Newton Ltd (Nassington) 
SPECIALIST CARPENTRY JOINERY & BUILDING WORK 

The Complete Refurbishment Specialist 

 Internal alterations to Extensions 

 Listed & Period Building Specialist 

 Hand Made Kitchens to your design and colour 

 Built in Wardrobes to cupboards/bookcases 

 Purpose made joinery – windows and doors 

Est. Since 1989 

www.renewton.com      Email: Edward@renewton.wanadoo.co.uk 

Tel:   Daytime 07831 256087   Evening 01780 782704 

FOR ALL YOUR CARPENTRY AND BUILDING NEEDS 

K.C. PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
KING’S CLIFFE 

• Extensions, Renovations, 
Conversions etc. 

• Repointing, Patios, Paving. 

• Stonework, Brickwork, 
Garden Walls. 

• Groundworks & Footings. 

• Digger Hire & Driver. 

• Plastering. 

• Interior & Exterior Decorating. 

FOR FREE QUOTATIONS PLEASE CALL 

KEVIN CUNNINGTON 
07946 139754 

MATT CZEREMSZNSKY 
07984 956947 

 

Bespoke picture 
framing 

Oils, watercolour, textiles, etc. 
Large or small. 

Contact: 

FELICITY THISTLETHWAITE 
m: 07943 127979 

t: 01780 470275 

e: fthistlethwaite@ 
    rocketmail.com 
    www.efflejay.co.uk 
Member of the Fine Art Trade Guild 
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Are your carpets and upholstery in need of a freshen up? 
Look no further! 

Fully trained and insured to clean carpets and upholstery 
for both domestic and commercial clients. 

Colin Smith is local to the area and can give you a 
competitive quote today. 

Don’t hesitate, give him a ring on  
01780 471015 or 07919857311  

Email:  mysmartcarpet@yahoo.co.uk 

Martin James 

The Village Sweep 

Your local chimney sweeping service. 

Stove repairs: rope seals, firebricks etc. 

Certificates issued.    Fully insured. 

07749 438567 

01780 470275 

mhj1@btinternet.com 
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Ranger 
Gas 
 

Servicing/Breakdown 

Installation of all Gas 
Appliances 

Oil/Gas/LPG 

Heat pumps/Solar 

Tel:  07824 443062 
Email: 
Jamieheating@gmail.com 
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PETER RIDDINGTON LANDSCAPING  

We install Patios, Driveways, Ponds, Stone Walls, 

Decking and Fencing. 

We plant Trees and shrubs and offer a complete 

Garden Maintenance. 

We supply and lay turf or grass seed with lawn management. 

Garden design service provided. 

Contact Peter Riddington today for a free quotation 

Telephone:  01780 783004         Mobile  07860 962068 

Email:  peter@peterriddington.co.uk 
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CROWSONS 
D.W. Gunn DipFD 

A FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS 
SERVING THE COMMUNITY 

FOR OVER ONE HUNDRED YEARS 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BARNWELL, OUNDLE, PETERBOROUGH, PE8 5PS 

01832 
272269 

01832 
272269 

• Caring personal attention 
• Chapels of rest 
• 24 hour service to all areas 
• Flowers and catering available 
• Memorials 
• Advice on Golden Charter pre-payment Schemes 

 

An independent and privately-owned, family-run 

funeral directors based in Uppingham, offering a 

sensitive and dignified service to help support you 

through a difficult time and provide peace of mind. 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 

PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLANS AVAILABLE 

Tel: 01572 823976 

www.emdormanfunerals.co.uk 
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Village Pizzas 
Open Tue – Sat for 

Collection  4.30pm – 10pm 

or Delivery  6pm till 10pm 

01780 
784587 

View our Menu at 
www.villagepizzas.co.uk 
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 Early years education for children aged 2 – 4 

Growing a Love for Learning 
King’s Cliffe Endowed Pre-school offers the highest 

standards of care and play opportunities for children 

aged 2 to 4 years. 

Our ethos is to nurture and establish our children’s love 

for learning and exploration by providing the best 

possible experiences and opportunities. 

We now have an amazing Early Years Outdoor Area. 

Fully funded places available. 

For more information please contact the School Office 

on 01780 470259 or email katy.evans@kceps.co.uk 

We offer sessions that  

run from 9.00am until 3.00pm. 

 
Please visit our website at www.kingscliffeschool.co.uk for 

more information about our wonderful Pre-School  

King’s Cliffe Endowed 
Pre-School, 

Kings Forest, King’s Cliffe, 
PE8 6XS. 
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Simba’s Den Day Nursery 
Main Street, Bulwick, NN17 3DY 

Outstanding homely childcare in an idyllic countryside location 

Open all year Monday to Friday 8am–6pm 

Fully funded 2 and 3 year old places available. 

Pre-school led by an early year’s professional. 

Close links to all schools. 

Weekly Ballet lessons from 2 years. 

Weekly forest school sessions at Fineshade wood. 

Lovely large outside area. 

Telephone: 01780 450937 

Email/Web: info@simbasden.co.uk   www.simbasden.co.uk 



Diary 

 

The Gazette is published by All Saints and St James Church, King’s Cliffe 

as a service to the community.  It is written, edited and distributed by 

volunteers from all three parishes.  An electronic version is available here: 

www.kingscliffe.church/gazette 

Gazette Contacts 

You are requested to make contact by Email whenever possible. 

Editor (Articles, News and Events): Jo Jones,  gazette@kingscliffe.church 

Commercial Advertising: Andrea Fern,  andrea.fern@avus-consulting.co.uk 

The Closing Date for all copy is the 15th of the previous month. 

January 

  3 Jan Dress A Girl Drop-Off  10:00-11:00 Parish Church, Bulwick 

  3 Jan Laxton Bloomers 19:30-21:00 Village Hall, Laxton 

  5 Jan Women’s Fellowship 14:00 Parish Church, KC 

  8 Jan TKC Wildplaces Workparty 10:30-12:30 KC Meadow 

10 Jan Laxton Book Club 19:30-21:00 Village Hall, Laxton 

11 Jan KC Coffee Morning 10:30 Parish Church, KC 

12 Jan KCPC Meeting 19:30 KC Active 

14 Jan Laxton Coffee Morning 10:30-12:30 Village Hall, Laxton 

17 Jan Laxton Arts and Crafts 19:30-21:30 Village Hall, Laxton 

17 Jan TKC Meeting 20:00 The Cross Keys, KC 

19 Jan KC Heritage Meeting 19:30 KC Active 

25 Jan KCGA AGM 19:30 KC Active 

26 Jan Pub Night 19:30-21:00 Village Hall, Laxton 


