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Curate on the Hill 

As we enter December, I am always surprised 

how quickly advent has come back around. 

The Church year starts at the beginning of 

Advent, and it is a time of year when people 

think about the things they like. After two 

years of disruption and isolation there is a 

feeling of really celebrating this year, giving 

thanks for all we have.  

My personal favourite thing, is to come together with others in church to 

celebrate in different ways. As you can see in the picture, sometimes I like 

to be silly (and dress as an angel) and at other times I like to be a bit more 

serious and enjoy a holy space. During my time in this benefice, I have 

learnt how each of us have different ideas of what is important for the 

church in terms of services as well as priorities. There is so much negative 

press about the Church and many people have a negative view of the 

Church. I completely understand this point of view. All I want to do is 

share a bit of love to everyone. We can do this in so many ways, but for 

me, collective worship is at the heart. Please see opposite for services 

going on over the month. 

There will be some services which are a bit silly, others will be more 

formal. It is my sincere wish that people find something that makes them 

feel the love of God this festive season. I would like to help everyone to 

find that moment of peace and love, especially if that is not offered in the 

village where you live. Please consider travelling to a service in another 

village and share the love somewhere else. 

If you have any questions about any services or have difficulty in getting to 

another place for a service, please get in touch with me and I will do 

everything I can to help everyone feel included and loved this Christmas.  

Rev’d Keir Dow 
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Church Services in December 

All Saints and St James – King’s Cliffe 

  4 Dec 09:30 Benefice Service 

11 Dec 09:30 Holy Communion 

18 Dec 16:30 Family Worship 

Christmas Eve 16:00 Crib Service 

Christmas Day 09:30 Christmas Communion 

St Nicholas – Bulwick 

  4 Dec 16:00 Christingle Service 

16 Dec 18:00 Carol Service 

Christmas Day 11:00 Christmas Communion 

All Saints – Laxton 

18 Dec 18:00 Carol Service 

Christmas Day 10:00 Christmas Communion 

The Benefice of 

King’s Cliffe, Bulwick & Blatherwycke and Laxton 

Curate Revd Keir Dow 753283 

Lay Minister Sophy Jubb                 clerk@kingscliffe.church 

Reader David Teall 07884 494341 

General Enquiries (Messages picked up weekly)     479249 

Clerk (Baptisms & Weddings) Sophy Jubb                 clerk@kingscliffe.church 

Churchwardens 

King’s Cliffe Felicity Thistlethwaite 470275 

 Susannah Sutton  07990 088228 

Bulwick & Blatherwycke Alma O’Neill 450300 

Laxton Michael Harrison 450362 

 Rupert Boyle 450260 

www.kingscliffe.chuch 
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King’s Cliffe Women’s Fellowship 

At our recent meeting, we were pleased to welcome Caroline Yeo as our 

speaker. Caroline talked about her life when she worked in Luxembourg 

and her subsequent love of travel. Thank you, Caroline, for enhancing our 

knowledge of Luxembourg - which for most of us was rather hazy. We are 

looking forward to the next instalment! Many thanks also to those who 

provided refreshments for us to enjoy. 

We will meet up again on Thursday, 1st December for a Christmas meal at 

The Cross Keys pub at 12 noon. 

Wishing you all A Happy & Peaceful Christmas.                           Christine Ball 

Church Coffee Morning 

The November church coffee morning raised £76 for church funds. Thank 

you to everyone who came and especially to some new faces who we 

were very happy to welcome. Thank you to all who provided cakes, 

scones, shortbread and raffle prizes.  

Our next coffee morning will be in church on December 14th at 10:30am. 

Please do join us for mince pies, Christmas cheer and of course the raffle!  

                                                                                                  Church Coffee Team 

A Thank You 

A big thank you to our friends and neighbours for all their help over 

several weeks. I could not have managed without you lovely people.  

Sue Reilly 

Fireworks 

A huge thank you to Graham Scotney and his 1605 team for generously 

giving up their time to produce the spectacular firework display. We are so 

lucky in the village to have this professional team supporting our church. 

The night sky was lit up with an amazing ray of colours with an impressive 

finale which the villagers are still talking about. 
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Thank you also to Rob Giddings for the lighting which created not only a 

warm, safe atmosphere but dramatically lit up the church too. Rob also pro-

vided roundabouts and the music and notices over his loudspeaker. 

Delicious food and drink were provided by the Cross Keys, Riva Pizza and 

Warmington chops. We are indebted to the Cross Keys pub, the Club and 

Woodings for selling so many tickets in advance. 

Thank you to Susannah Sutton for co-ordinating the event and all her help-

ers. It was lovely to be back in the Rectory Gardens where we could enjoy 

the massive bonfire created by Charles Atkinson. 

It was a wonderful evening.                                Mandy Barber (PCC Member) 

Warm Places 

To help with the spiralling cost of living, King’s Cliffe church will be open as 

a 'Warm Place' on Fridays and Sundays starting on Advent Sunday, the 27th 

November. 

Normal activities will continue, so you will be able to enjoy a social cup of 

coffee and delicious cake or biscuits at the Community Café on Friday morn-

ings 9-11am or join our usual Sunday worship at 9:30am on Sundays. The 

church will remain open and heated for the rest of the day until approxi-

mately 5pm for anyone to come and go as they wish. 

So whether you want to pop in for a half hour warm up or bring your laptop 

and do some work for a few hours, you will be very welcome to use our 

Warm Place. 

Tables and chairs will be provided along with some biscuits, hot water and 

coffee and tea to make yourself a hot drink. There is BT Wi-Fi available, 

books to read or borrow from our library and some toys for younger peo-

ple. There is always the food box at the back of the church as well if anyone 

needs an extra bit of help. 

The church remains open 7 days a week as usual, but will only be heated on 

Fridays and Sundays.                              Felicity Thistlethwaite (Churchwarden) 
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Oundle and District Choral Society  

Our Christmas concert is on Saturday 10th December at 7.30pm in St 

Peter's church, Oundle. 

We will be singing Schubert's Mass in G and Bach's Magnificat. Tickets on 

the door or online from Creative Oundle. £10 to include wine and mince 

pies. Please join us!                                                                        Tessa Leuchars 

Village Hall Teas 

Our 'Takeaway Café’ will be at the Transition Christmas Fair on 4th 

December. Come and find us upstairs in the bar/servery corner with hot 

drinks, fruit squashes, delicious cakes and bakes 'to go'. 

After that, we'll be taking a break until March, but you can be sure we look 

forward to seeing you again then.                                 Village Hall Teas Team 

King’s Cliffe Heritage 

The "Down memory lane in King's Cliffe" Heritage calendar for 2023 will be 

on sale, priced at £7, from our KCH stand at the Transition Christmas Fair 

on Sunday 4th December. Don't miss this last chance to buy the perfect 

Christmas gift for friends and family!                                        Sue Trow-Smith 
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King’s Cliffe Gardeners’ Association 

Here are some winter gardening tips to make maximum use of those 

unseasonably warm days. 

Dig over borders adding manure to prepare your soil for next year. Worms 

and frost will help break up clods of soil too. Winter pruning can be done 

now on certain shrubs e.g. wisteria - cut back summer side shoots to 2 or 

3 buds; climbing roses - remove diseased or damaged growth, tie in new 

shoots to their support (and other climbers as well), prune older flowered 

side shoots back by two thirds of their length; prune Japanese maple/

acers as needed and also vines - these bleed sap if pruning is left any later. 

Leave faded flower heads on your hydrangeas until spring to provide frost 

protection to swelling buds further down the stems - although you could 

steal one or two for a winter flower arrangement. Harvest holly with 

berries for Christmas wreaths: just stand them in a bucket of water until 

you’re ready to use them. 

In the vegetable garden, remove yellow leaves from winter brassicas and 

cover with netting. Dig a trench for next year’s beans and fill with 

compostable kitchen waste and cover over with soil: over the next few 

months this will rot down and dramatically improve the growing 

conditions. Keep fleece to hand to protect hardy salad crops such as 

‘winter gem’ lettuce, land cress, corn salad, and of course any non hardy 

shrubs. Fruit trees will benefit from pruning to maintain an open structure 

- apples and pears in the open (not those trained against a wall). Leave 

plums, cherries and other stone fruits until summer to deter silver leaf 

fungus. Lift and divide established clumps of rhubarb to encourage the 

parent plant’s vigour. Sections taken from the outside of the plant do 

better than those from the centre. 

Other jobs to be done: wash down garden tools and wipe wood and metal 

areas with linseed oil to keep in good condition. Clean out water butts. 

They’ll quickly fill with fresh rain water! Get rid of slimy patches on patios, 

driveways or steps to keep all safe.                                            Lindsay Kubicki 
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King’s Cliffe Parish Council 

Merry Christmas:  King’s Cliffe Parish Council would like to thank you all 

for your support during 2022 and wish everyone a very Merry Christmas 

and a prosperous New Year. 

Platinum Jubilee Tree Planting:  The saplings under this scheme have now 

been received. Having consulted with the Gardening Club, we have 

decided that they are too small to plant out, so we will be planting them in 

containers to allow them to develop safely until they are large enough. 

The hedging plants will be donated to King’s Cliffe Active and we will 

explore the opportunity to purchase some more established trees for the 

Jubilee planting. 

The Loss of our Trees:  It appears that virtually every month we are 

receiving a planning application for the removal of trees within the village. 

We have seen the visual appearance of the village change over the last 

few years as more trees are removed from the skyline. We would urge 

everyone to reconsider the removal of trees, but if it is really necessary 

because of disease, to also have a plan to re-plant trees that are lost. 

Speed Warning Signs:  The Parish Council has committed to purchasing 

two speed warning signs at the entrances to our village on Park Street and 

Bridge Street. We are waiting to meet with Highways to discuss the 

positioning of these and then we will be applying for a grant. Hopefully 

early in 2023 we will see these in place. 

County Police Fraud:  The County Police Fraud Team are hoping to give a 

presentation on fraud for the benefit of the Parish. Chris Jackson, our Joint 

Action Group/Police Liaison Representative will liaise with the County 

Police Fraud Team to arrange a public meeting for their presentation. 

Hopefully more on this in January.  

Green Connectivity:  Lucy Hawes is the Community Partnerships Officer 

for North Northamptonshire Council and is working with a group in 

Collyweston, Easton on the Hill and Duddington to deliver a safe green 
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infrastructure link between the three villages, with the hope to then 

connect towards King’s Cliffe. The group of volunteers have had favourable 

reactions from a couple of significant landowners, who have agreed to 

include routes across their land as options in their feasibility study. At this 

stage they just want to increase awareness of the project. The Parish 

Council are “in principle” in agreement with backing the idea. 

www.kingscliffe-pc.gov.uk                                       Tracey Green (Parish Clerk) 

King’s Cliffe Active 

We are delighted that we have been 

awarded the Community Organisation / 

Group 2022 at the North 

Northamptonshire Council Active 

Communities Awards! This reflects the 

hard work of the volunteer trustees of the 

charity, the small staff team and our volunteers, not forgetting the 

participation and support from everyone in the village and area in our 

various activities, users groups and organisations. It was just a shame that 

whilst nominated, King’s Cliffe United FC, King’s Cliffe Netball Club, and 

Neal Lattimore and the Active Performance Gym were not winners 

themselves. Pip Fairhall, the Wansford and King’s Cliffe Surgery Health & 

Wellbeing Coach, was a runner-up in the Sports Activator Award category. 

We are also very pleased to introduce our new staff team – Tracey Smith 

(Cleaner), Kevin Howard (Caretaker) and Lee O’Connor (Administrator). 

The impact that they have made is already noticeable and it’s great to 

have them onboard. 

Pumptrack update: We have had two grant awards which means that we 

are close to reaching our minimum target or 65% of the way towards our 

preferred target of £85,000. With 5 other grant applications submitted, we 

are confident that we can reach this amount, especially if we can 

successfully deliver our Crowdfunding campaign. Please do look out for 

details of this and support it if at all possible. 
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The Active Café continues to open on a Saturday morning from 9.30am – 

12.00pm for coffee and cake. We hope to soon start opening on other 

days as part of provision of a ‘Warm Space’ with activities, refreshments 

and company.                                                                                   Simon Fairhall 

www.kcactive.co.uk                 office@kcactive.co.uk                 07939 495137 

The Underground Centre 

Fresh from the first Monday night of the 

YOUTH CLUB, with the maximum 

attendance for both sessions! We had 

some very enthusiastic King’s Cliffe 

children; Years 3, 4, & 5 from 4.30pm – 6.00pm and Years 6, 7 & 8 from 

6.15pm – 7.45pm. We look forward now to Fridays 7.00pm – 8.30pm for 

Years 9 – 13. 

This complements our weekly children’s activities - TIDDLERS on Mondays 

9.30am – 11.00am for parents and children up to 5 years, and MESSY PLAY 

on Thursdays 9.30am – 11.00am. Weekly information is posted on our 

Facebook pages and booking can be done through Ticket Source. 

We were delighted also with the wonderful turnout for the SPOOKY 

SNACKTACULAR! Once again we had maximum numbers to enjoy crafts, 

disco and snacks and we are hoping for the same again for LUNCH WITH 

SANTA on Saturday 10th December from 11.00am – 1.00pm. There will be 

games, a disco and lunch to look forward to. 

With our activities back up and running, supported by grant success, our 

attention now turns very much to the recruitment of more volunteers to 

support the Underground Centre. Volunteering could be: 

• Becoming a Trustee of the charity 

• Joining the support team for our weekly activities 

• One-off volunteering to help with our events -  being Santa, Bunny, 

Duck or assisting with a stall, bar or BBQ. 

Please get in touch if you can help. It’s a great team to be a part of and so 
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rewarding to see and hear the smiles and fun the children are having, plus 

it’s a chance to give something back to your local community. We look 

forward to our AGM on 21st December at the Underground Centre. 

Everyone is welcome!                                                       Underground Trustees 

Transition King’s Cliffe  for environment and community 

TKC Christmas Fair:  A final reminder that on 

Sunday 4th December the TKC Christmas Fair is 

back, 11am until 4pm. Spacing stalls out seemed to 

go down well last year so this year we’re using the 

Village Hall, Underground, and a large, heated 

marquee on Maltings Green to accommodate a 

whole host of stallholders. They’re all small local 

independent businesses selling fabulous handmade wares such as pottery, 

textiles, lotions and potions, woodcraft, candles, art & photography, 

jewellery, jam & other culinary delights. There will be savoury 

scrumptiousness from Stanley Street Eats, tea & cake from our Village Tea 

Ladies, and of course King’s Cliffe Brewery are providing the bar. There will 

be live music from The Weekenders, our Church Choir, and Lucy's Pop 

Choir. Recycling, upcycling, and local sourcing will feature.  

An exciting update is that Nick Bailey will be joining us, to sign and sell 

copies of his beautiful book '365 Days of Colour in your Garden'. So, wrap 

up warm and come and find those unique and more sustainable Christmas 

presents and treats. You’ll be supporting local businesses, reducing your 

present miles, and enjoying good food and entertainment, what’s not to 

like?! 

Also, calling all local businesses that provide a service to the community. 

We will have a board by the TKC stall where you can pin some business 

cards and/or a small advert (maximum A5 please) for free. Just turn up 

with something on the day and find the TKC stall. If you have any other 

questions, please contact kate@transitionkingscliffe.org.uk. 
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Community Orchard:  Our lazy 2 hour work parties continue throughout 

the winter. In December we'll be mulching all the trees with chopped up 

leaves and drinking tea round the fire. If you want to come along and help, 

you'll be warmly welcomed. First Saturday of each month 1pm 'til 3pm.  

TKC Wildplaces:  Our November workparty was delayed to keep 

Remembrance Sunday clear, but by the time you read this we should have 

cleared a lot of the brambles from the railway path near to Meadow 

Bridge! 

For December we are turning our attention to Millennium Wood where, 

with permission from the Woodland Trust, we are aiming to clear a glade 

among the dead ash trees. There are a fair number of these in the wood 

which have been killed by ash die-back - a fungal disease which is 

decimating large numbers of trees across the UK. By felling and clearing 

some of these we can create a small woodland meadow, a rare habitat 

which will benefit both invertebrates such as beetles, butterflies and other 

pollinators, and small mammals like the wood mice and field voles which 

live in the wood. We will be meeting at 10.30am on Sunday December 

11th, at the bridge entrance to the wood from the Village Field and 

working until around 1pm. If you miss us at the bridge then walk around 

the main western ride from there and you should hear us or see us over to 

the right. Let me know if you're coming along—kcwildplaces@gmail.com. 

Thermal Camera – Home Energy Efficiency Project:  TKC have purchased a 

thermal camera in order to picture the heat loss from a building, helping 

to focus insulation tasks. Results are clearest in cold weather (with the 

heating on!) If you would be interested in borrowing this to take a picture 

of your home, then get in touch info@transitionkingscliffe.org. 

Anna Stockley (Secretary) 

Want to hire the Village Hall?  
Go to www.kcmh.org.uk and use the enquiry form on the Contact page;  

email vhallbookings@gmail.com or phone 01780 470125  
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 The Way We Were 

Postage stamps have changed this year. The standard postage stamps – 

otherwise known as ‘definitives’ – now have a barcode alongside the stamp 

itself. The barcode is unique to each stamp and today’s technology means 

that individual items can be tracked through the postal system. From 1st 

February next year, old-style definitive stamps will no longer be valid for 

use, though we will be able to swap our unused stamps for new ones 

through a Royal Mail swap scheme.  

This is the season for sending Christmas cards, but it seems that fewer 

people now write and send Christmas cards through the post, instead 

sending online cards. The same is true for postcards and handwritten 

letters, mainly because there are now so many other ways to keep in touch 

in a very immediate way – by phone, email, text and social media.  

In the late 19th-century there were two deliveries of post to the village 

each day and from the mid-1890s there were also two collections each day, 

meaning that postcards and letters could be sent and received on the same 

day. The postage stamps on them were a proof of pre-payment. Before 

1840, postage on letters was charged according to the number of sheets of 

paper – no envelopes at that time - and the delivery distance, with postage 

usually paid by the person receiving the letter. The very first postage stamp 

in the world was the Penny Black, issued on 1st May 1840 alongside a new 

standard flat-rate charge for postage. The 1d postage (less than ½p) 

covered letters weighing up to half an ounce (14 grams) for delivery 

anywhere in the country. From 1870, the postage on postcards was set at 

half the cost of sending a letter and postcards became very popular for brief 

messages, some sent far away, others just to a neighbouring village. Home 

delivery of post didn’t start until 1897. Before that, items had to be 

collected from the village Post and Telegraph Office. In King’s Cliffe, the first 

‘P&TO’ was at the Cross Keys Inn. Post arrived there ‘by mailcart’ from the 

Post Office at Wansford on the main ‘post road’ between London and 

Edinburgh.                                            Sue Trow-Smith for King’s Cliffe Heritage 
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Nature Notes for November and December 

The woodland floor is now covered with a thick layer of fallen leaves in 

various hues of yellow and brown. There are still some large leaves falling 

from the chestnuts and they drift slowly to the ground carried and buoyed 

by the wind. Adding a sparkle are the diamond shaped leaves of Silver 

Birch which provide a top layer to the thickening carpet. Crunching 

through them, an intense aroma of the deciduous woodland greets your 

nostrils. 

Foraging through the leaves in search of acorns and sweet chestnuts are 

Grey Squirrels. They are becoming more numerous and seemingly tamer. 

Passers-by don’t disturb them as they concentrate on the serious business 

of stockpiling food for the impending Winter. 

A variety of fungi are producing fruiting bodies that emerge through the 

leafy carpet. Many are brown or off-white, making them surprisingly 

difficult to spot in the mosaic of leaves. One of the most obvious is Fly 

Agaric. This is the toadstool beloved of children’s storybooks with its red 

and white cap. The bulbous tip pushes up through the ground covered in a 

thin veil of white material and as the cap opens up the veil is stretched 

and broken to leave the red cap covered in small white flecks. Thus, it 

becomes the fairy tale toadstool. Beware! It is dangerous to eat, creating a 

range of unpleasant effects including hallucinations. 
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 Growing on some old, decaying conifer stumps covered in attractive 

emerald-green mosses, you may spot the diminutive Yellow Staghorn 

Fungus. They grow in small clumps standing up to 8 centimetres high, 

however, due to their vivid yellow colouration they stand out clearly 

against the green background. They are a type of Jelly fungus which have a 

slightly sticky and rubbery texture.                                                        Fledgling 

Paws For Thought 

The Theological Education of Rectory Puppy:  

Welcome to the next instalment of the continuing 

theological education of Jessie (The rectory puppy) 

under the wise tutelage of Lexie (a wise old dog with 

formal theological training and many years’ 

experience). 

Jessie:  Christmas is here, hooray!! 

Lexie:   Not yet Jessie. 

Jessie:  It definitely is, I’ve seen the John Lewis advert. 

Lexie:   That doesn’t mean it’s Christmas. 

Jessie:  Spoilsport. I was looking forward to long walks, slobbing on the  

              sofa and eating everything possible. 

Lexie:   And how, exactly, is that different to normal? 

Jessie:  Hmmmm, I see your point. 

Lexie:   We have another liturgical season to go. 

Jessie:  What is that? 

Lexie:   Well, in the Church we have different seasons. 

Jessie:  Like summer and autumn? They’re my favourite. 

Lexie:   Sort of, but these are marked with different colours in church and a  

             different focus in spirituality. 

Jessie:  Autumn has different colours, reds and yellows and orange.   

             They’re my favourite. 

Lexie:   Exactly, we are about to go into Advent which is the season that  

              starts the Church year. 
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Jessie:  And what colour is Advent? 

Lexie:   Purple. 

Jessie:  Amazing, I can’t wait for the trees to turn purple. 

Lexie:   It’s not that everything turns purple, but the colours of the alter,  

             stole and chasuble change. 

Jessie:  Oh, I remember that a stole is the awesome scarf that Rev Keir  

             wears. Remind me what a chasuble is? 

Lexie:   A chasuble is the vestment priests wear for the Eucharist. 

Jessie:  You mean Rev Keir’s poncho? 

Lexie:   Yes, it does look like a poncho but… 

Jessie:  Anyway, how long does Advent last? I cannot wait until Christmas. 

Lexie:   It lasts for 4-5 weeks before Christmas.  

Jessie:  When does it start? 

Lexie:   This year it’s the 27th November. 

Jessie:  Aaaarrggh, I cannot wait that long. 

Lexie:   Waiting is a key theme for Advent. Some people mark the season  

              with an advent calendar with a treat each day. 

Jessie:  A sausage, everyday? Advent is sounding better already. 

Lexie:   Probably not, but Rev Keir usually has a chocolate. 

Jessie:  But we can’t eat chocolate. 

Lexie:   We will probably get something like a gravy bone. 

Jessie:  Wow, they’re my favourite. 

Lexie:   They are nice. 

Jessie:  But how come Advent is 5 weeks and Christmas is one day? 

Lexie:   Christmas is actually a season that lasts 12 days. 

Jessie:  Wonderful, so treats every day, long walks and slobbing on the  

              sofa for 12 whole days! 

Lexie:   Yes. 

Jessie:  So, we have just got to get through advent… 

Lexie:   With treats every day, long walks, and lots of napping…. 

Jessie:  When you put it like that…..                                            Rev’d Keir Dow 
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King’s Cliffe Club 
 

DECEMBER ENTERTAINMENT 
 

Saturday 3rd - KURMUJAN 
 

Saturday 10th - Disco Yol  
 

Sunday 11th -  
Children’s Christmas Party 3pm-5pm  

(Don’t forget to book your children in to visit Santa) 
 

Saturday 17th - GONE TO THE DOGS 
  

WATCH the FIFA World Cup  
on the big screen 

 

NEW YEARS EVE DISCO 
Let 2023 dance its way in  

 

Fortnightly SUNDAY BINGO 
EYES DOWN 8pm 

 

New Members always welcome 
 

CIU Affiliated 
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St Nicholas Church, Bulwick 

Thank you to all who help with keeping the church 

and churchyards of Bulwick and Blatherwycke in good 

order throughout the year. Thank you to the church 

cleaners - ‘The Holy Dusters,’ who work hard to keep 

the church clean, to the floral arrangers who always 

make beautiful arrangements, and to the clock 

winder and those who help maintain the churchyards. 

You all work brilliantly throughout the year to keep everything in good 

order. Thank you to the tea ladies who bake cakes and make preserves to 

sell for church funds and to all who have donated raffle prizes, please be 

assured that your help and support is very much appreciated. If anyone 

would like to join any of these small teams then please get in touch. 

Coffee And Crafts:  On Saturday 3rd December, 11am – 2pm, a Christmas 

‘Coffee and Crafts’ event will be held in St Nicholas church. There will be a 

good raffle with prizes including tickets to see the ‘Save Santa’ 

performance at the Corby Core theatre on 20th December. This will be 

your chance to peruse craft and other stalls for your Christmas gifts and 

enjoy some seasonal refreshments with proceeds going to church funds. 

Please do come along.  

Christingle Service:  The Christingle service on Sunday 4th December at 

4pm is a family friendly service. The offertory collection will be donated to 

The Children’s Society. Come along and give your support to The 

Children’s Society and the church. 

Annual Carol Service:  A change for 2022, the St Nicholas annual carol 

service will take place on Friday 16th December at 6pm. Seasonal 

refreshments will be served after the service. 

Presents Under The Christmas Tree:  This year we hope to gather some 

food gifts for 'Animals in Need,' a Northamptonshire registered charity. 

You can donate a gift by placing it under the Christmas tree, which is 
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 located at the back of the church, from Monday 5th December and up to 

Monday 19th December. All donations will then be taken to the sanctuary 

located at Pine Tree Farm, Little Irchester. Food items are needed for all 

animals from wildlife to domestic animals, even farm animals. Contact me 

if you need further information. 

Dress A Girl Group:  The last session for 2022 took place on Tuesday 15th 

November. There will be no session for December. The sessions will start 

again in 2023 with a ‘drop-off’ session on Tuesday 3rd January, and full 

group sessions will start on Tuesday 7th February at 2pm in the church. To 

date, the amazing amount of knitted, sewn garments and other items for 

the Baby Basics charity is an outstanding achievement. The total will be 

announced in the January edition of the Gazette. 

Alma O’Neill, Churchwarden (450300) 

Laxton Village Hall 

As we enter the festive season, hopefully we are all experiencing some 

quality time with family and friends and getting ready for some festivities! 

Please read on for some festive-themed events at the Village Hall which 

will hopefully help you to get in the spirit of things.  

As part of the committee’s continuing efforts to make Laxton Village Hall 

 

Bulwick Contacts 

Bulwick Village Centre:  Email - bulwickvillagecentre@gmail.com 

Bulwick Parish Council:  Email - info@bulwickpc.org.uk  

                                            (see also noticeboard outside shop entrance) 

Bulwick Village Shop:  Email - hello@thepickled.shop 

                                          Phone - 01780 450774 

New Lodge Farm shop and café:  Email - shop@newlodgefarm.com 

                                                             Phone - 01780 450493 
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accessible and suitable for all, we have now gained a card reader, so we 

are able to take electronic payments, either via contactless or the more 

traditional chip and pin payments at our events. This gives those, who 

have perhaps moved away from cash payments during recent times, the 

opportunity to pay in the way they feel most comfortable.  

Coffee Morning:  Julie and Adam McCrone were our hosts in November. 

There were hot drinks and delicious homemade cakes to enjoy, over £70 

was raised for hall funds. Thank you to everyone who supported the 

event. 

The next Coffee Morning will be held on Saturday 10th December at 

10.30am to 12.30pm. Janet and Caroline will be our hosts. A selection of 

chat, tea, coffee and cakes will be available. All are very welcome. 

Laxton Bloomers Christmas Special:  On Tuesday 6th December, instead 

of the usual Bloomers monthly meeting, we are opening the Village Hall to 

anyone in the village who would like to come along and have a go at 

making a wreath, table decoration or anything Christmassy to decorate 

their home. No experience necessary, just some creative ideas! 

Please bring along some greenery from your garden (or perhaps from a 

friendly neighbour) plus ribbons, pinecones, baubles, string etc, as well as 

a wreath base and florist’s wire. There are likely to be some additional 

elements available on the night, so if you are struggling to find or buy your 

own, please pop along and see what we have.  

Doors will open at 6.30pm until 9pm. You can come for all of the time 

(depending on how elaborate your decoration is going to be!) or just dip in 

whenever you like. Mince pies and mulled wine will be served at about 

8pm. The cost per person is £3 to cover the refreshments and hire of the 

hall. 

Please let Glenys know (or email info@laxtonvillagehall.org) if you would 

like to attend so that she has a rough idea of numbers – we don’t want 

anyone to miss out on the mince pies! 



News from Laxton 

24 

Book Club:  The Book Club will meet on Wednesday 14th December at 

7.30pm for a special festive evening. New members are always welcome. If 

you would like more information on the group, please message John 

McCrone either via info@laxtonvillagehall.org or on 07522 862723. 

Laxton Arts and Crafts Group:  The Arts and Crafts group, run by Vivien 

Harvey, continues on the 20th of December between 7.30 and 9.30pm. The 

group is informal and everyone brings along their own project to work on, 

with some friendly support and chat alongside. If you are interested in 

being part of this group or have any questions, please see Vivien or email 

info@laxtonvillagehall.org. As the winter approaches it is an ideal time to 

take up a new craft. If you are unsure about what project to start, come 

along and be inspired by the Laxton Arts and Crafts Group. 

Arts and Crafts Group Special - “Deck the Hall’’:  The Arts and Crafts group 

are holding an extra session to decorate and prepare the Village Hall for 

Christmas. This will be on Tuesday 13th December starting at 7.00pm and 

finishing about 9.00pm. If you would like to attend, please let Vivien know 

or email info@laxtonvillagehall.org. 

Pub Night:  The next Pub Night will be on Thursday the 29th of December 

from 7.30pm with the usual crisps, chocolate, soft drinks as well as alcohol! 

Please attend if you can.                                                                   The Mortlocks 

Laxton Remembrance Day 

On the 13th November, Vaughn Winter laid a poppy wreath on behalf of 

Laxton at the very well attended wreath laying ceremony at Spanhoe 

Memorial. 

I would like to thank everyone who very generously donated to the now 

customary collection in aid of the Commonwealth War Graves Commission, 

which this year amounted to £97. £20 paid for the wreath purchased from 

the British Legion and I have made a donation of the remaining £77 to the 

CWGC. With very many thanks.                                                        Vivien Harvey 
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Sports facilities available for hire by individuals or clubs including 

• Floodlit Netball and Tennis Courts (from £5 per hour) 
• Community room perfect for parties or meetings (£10 per hour) 
• Full size grass pitches (from £40 per match) 
• Floodlit MUGA 3G multi-use games area (from £25 per hour) 

To hire please contact Margaret on 0333 0062129, message us on 
Facebook or email enquiries@kcactive.co.uk 
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Beautiful curtains, blinds and soft furnishings 
designed and created to compliment your home. 

 
 

For a free 
home consultation 

and quote call 
07957 686595  

www.georginascurtainsandkeepsakes.com 
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R E Newton Ltd (Nassington) 
SPECIALIST CARPENTRY JOINERY & BUILDING WORK 

The Complete Refurbishment Specialist 

 Internal alterations to Extensions 

 Listed & Period Building Specialist 

 Hand Made Kitchens to your design and colour 

 Built in Wardrobes to cupboards/bookcases 

 Purpose made joinery – windows and doors 

Est. Since 1989 

www.renewton.com      Email: Edward@renewton.wanadoo.co.uk 

Tel:   Daytime 07831 256087   Evening 01780 782704 

FOR ALL YOUR CARPENTRY AND BUILDING NEEDS 

K.C. PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
KING’S CLIFFE 

• Extensions, Renovations, 
Conversions etc. 

• Repointing, Patios, Paving. 

• Stonework, Brickwork, 
Garden Walls. 

• Groundworks & Footings. 

• Digger Hire & Driver. 

• Plastering. 

• Interior & Exterior Decorating. 

FOR FREE QUOTATIONS PLEASE CALL 

KEVIN CUNNINGTON 
07946 139754 

MATT CZEREMSZNSKY 
07984 956947 

 

Bespoke picture 
framing 

Oils, watercolour, textiles, etc. 
Large or small. 

Contact: 

FELICITY THISTLETHWAITE 
m: 07943 127979 

t: 01780 470275 

e: fthistlethwaite@ 
    rocketmail.com 
    www.efflejay.co.uk 
Member of the Fine Art Trade Guild 
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Are your carpets and upholstery in need of a freshen up? 
Look no further! 

Fully trained and insured to clean carpets and upholstery 
for both domestic and commercial clients. 

Colin Smith is local to the area and can give you a 
competitive quote today. 

Don’t hesitate, give him a ring on  
01780 471015 or 07919857311  

Email:  mysmartcarpet@yahoo.co.uk 

Martin James 

The Village Sweep 

Your local chimney sweeping service. 

Stove repairs: rope seals, firebricks etc. 

Certificates issued.    Fully insured. 

07749 438567 

01780 470275 

mhj1@btinternet.com 
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Ranger 
Gas 
 

Servicing/Breakdown 

Installation of all Gas 
Appliances 

Oil/Gas/LPG 

Heat pumps/Solar 

Tel:  07824 443062 
Email: 
Jamieheating@gmail.com 
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PETER RIDDINGTON LANDSCAPING  

We install Patios, Driveways, Ponds, Stone Walls, 

Decking and Fencing. 

We plant Trees and shrubs and offer a complete 

Garden Maintenance. 

We supply and lay turf or grass seed with lawn management. 

Garden design service provided. 

Contact Peter Riddington today for a free quotation 

Telephone:  01780 783004         Mobile  07860 962068 

Email:  peter@peterriddington.co.uk 
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CROWSONS 
D.W. Gunn DipFD 

A FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS 
SERVING THE COMMUNITY 

FOR OVER ONE HUNDRED YEARS 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BARNWELL, OUNDLE, PETERBOROUGH, PE8 5PS 

01832 
272269 

01832 
272269 

• Caring personal attention 
• Chapels of rest 
• 24 hour service to all areas 
• Flowers and catering available 
• Memorials 
• Advice on Golden Charter pre-payment Schemes 

 

An independent and privately-owned, family-run 

funeral directors based in Uppingham, offering a 

sensitive and dignified service to help support you 

through a difficult time and provide peace of mind. 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 

PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLANS AVAILABLE 

Tel: 01572 823976 

www.emdormanfunerals.co.uk 
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Village Pizzas 
Open Tue – Sat for 

Collection  4.30pm – 10pm 

or Delivery  6pm till 10pm 

01780 
784587 

View our Menu at 
www.villagepizzas.co.uk 

CLAY PIGEON LESSONS 
PRIVATE TUITION 

ON LOCAL FARM 
EVENINGS OR WEEKENDS  
EVERYTHING PROVIDED. 

 

 
 
 
 

With William Fenn 

TO BOOK or for more  
information email: 

maryatwesthay@aol.com 
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 Early years education for children aged 2 – 4 

Growing a Love for Learning 
King’s Cliffe Endowed Pre-school offers the highest 

standards of care and play opportunities for children 

aged 2 to 4 years. 

Our ethos is to nurture and establish our children’s love 

for learning and exploration by providing the best 

possible experiences and opportunities. 

We now have an amazing Early Years Outdoor Area. 

Fully funded places available. 

For more information please contact the School Office 

on 01780 470259 or email katy.evans@kceps.co.uk 

We offer sessions that  

run from 9.00am until 3.00pm. 

 
Please visit our website at www.kingscliffeschool.co.uk for 

more information about our wonderful Pre-School  

King’s Cliffe Endowed 
Pre-School, 

Kings Forest, King’s Cliffe, 
PE8 6XS. 
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Simba’s Den Day Nursery 
Main Street, Bulwick, NN17 3DY 

Outstanding homely childcare in an idyllic countryside location 

Open all year Monday to Friday 8am–6pm 

Fully funded 2 and 3 year old places available. 

Pre-school led by an early year’s professional. 

Close links to all schools. 

Weekly Ballet lessons from 2 years. 

Weekly forest school sessions at Fineshade wood. 

Lovely large outside area. 

Telephone: 01780 450937 

Email/Web: info@simbasden.co.uk   www.simbasden.co.uk 



Diary 

 

The Gazette is published by All Saints and St James Church, King’s Cliffe 

as a service to the community.  It is written, edited and distributed by 

volunteers from all three parishes.  An electronic version is available here: 

www.kingscliffe.church/gazette 

Gazette Contacts 

You are requested to make contact by Email whenever possible. 

Editor (Articles, News and Events): Jo Jones,  gazette@kingscliffe.church 

Commercial Advertising: Andrea Fern,  andrea.fern@avus-consulting.co.uk 

The Closing Date for all copy is the 15th of the previous month. 

December 

  1 Dec Women’s Fellowship 12:00 Cross Keys Pub, KC 

  3 Dec Coffee and Crafts 11:00-14:00 Parish Church, Bulwick 

  3 Dec Orchard Workparty 13:00-15:00 The Pytchell, KC 

  4 Dec TKC Christmas Fair 11:00-16:00 Village Hall, KC 

  6 Dec Laxton Bloomers 18:30-21:00 Village Hall, Laxton 

  8 Dec KCPC Meeting 19:30 KC Active 

10 Dec Laxton Coffee Morning 10:30-12:30 Village Hall, Laxton 

10 Dec Lunch with Santa 11:00-13:00 Underground, KC 

10 Dec Oundle Choral Concert 19:30 St Peter’s, Oundle 

11 Dec TKC Wildplaces Workparty 10:30-13:00 Millennium Wood, KC 

13 Dec Deck the Hall 19:00-21:00 Village Hall, Laxton 

14 Dec KC Coffee Morning 10:30 Parish Church, KC 

14 Dec Laxton Book Club 19:30-21:00 Village Hall, Laxton 

20 Dec Laxton Arts and Crafts 19:30-21:30 Village Hall, Laxton 

29 Dec Pub Night 19:30-21:00 Village Hall, Laxton 


