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Curate on the Hill 

This has been a challenging summer for me following the unexpected 

deaths of both my parents. This was followed by the death of the Queen 

which struck me far more that I would normally have expected. Grief is a 

difficult thing to navigate - I know this now more than ever. 

I suspect that the loss of the Queen, that has evoked a huge outpouring of 

emotion, is not all about grief. All our emotions and feelings of loss over 

the last couple of years will be brought to the front of our minds. Loss of 

loved ones, loss of freedom, loss of security, finances, loss of normal life. 

I have been aware of a variety of responses over the last few weeks from 

different people. One response I heard on TV was, ‘She was the stillness in 

this turning world.’ I think this is such a lovely sentiment. She was the 

head of state, leader of the Church and defender of the faith. She did all 

these things whilst remaining ‘still,’ unchanging and always there behind 

the scenes. Another comment I heard was, ‘When David Attenborough 

goes, that will be all the grown-ups gone.’ This was from someone in their 

60s. It’s that feeling that all those parent figures, those stabilizing forces, 

they are always there in the background making you feel safe and secure. 

The Church uses the term ‘lament’, which means a passionate expression 

of grief. There is a whole book in the Bible called Lamentations, 70 of the 

psalms are Lamenting psalms. Even Jesus offered up prayer, despair with 

tears and loud cries. We are not alone in grief, perhaps through the loss of 

the Queen, we will know we are not alone in our grief. From the Bible, 

from each other and from our countries’ leaders, we are all knowing that 

lament is OK. We can be upset, angry and lost. It's OK to say these things 

and it's OK to say these things to God. It's OK to be questioning, angry, 

upset, a blubbering mess, because God loves us and all shall be well.  

I leave you with one thing I have heard about the Queen, ‘She was an 

excellent minister in the Church, not because she did any of the practical 

things like fixing the roof, attend a PCC meeting or worrying about church 

finance, but she refocused us on the meaning of being a Christian through 

her example of faith, duty and service’.                                     Rev’d Keir Dow 
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Church Services in October 

All Saints and St James – King’s Cliffe 

  2 Oct 10:30 Holy Communion 

  9 Oct 10:30 Holy Communion 

16 Oct 10:30 Holy Communion 

23 Oct 10:30 Holy Communion 

30 Oct 10:30 Benefice Service 

St Nicholas – Bulwick 

  2 Oct 15:00 Harvest Festival 

  9 Oct 10:30 Holy Communion 

All Saints – Laxton 

  9 Oct 09:00 Holy Communion 

23 Oct 17:00 Evening Prayer 

The Benefice of 

King’s Cliffe, Bulwick & Blatherwycke and Laxton 

Curate Revd Keir Dow 753283 

Lay Minister Sophy Jubb                 clerk@kingscliffe.church 

Reader David Teall 07884 494341 

General Enquiries (Messages picked up weekly)     479249 

Clerk (Baptisms & Weddings) Sophy Jubb                 clerk@kingscliffe.church 

Churchwardens 

King’s Cliffe Felicity Thistlethwaite 470275 

 Susannah Sutton  07990 088228 

Bulwick & Blatherwycke Alma O’Neill 450300 

Laxton Michael Harrison 450362 

 Rupert Boyle 450260 

www.kingscliffe.chuch 
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Worship at King's Cliffe Church 

From November 6th, there will be some changes to our pattern of worship 

at church: 

• Our regular Sunday morning services will be at 9:30am instead of 

10:30am. 

• The first Sunday of the month will host ChAOS (Children's Activities 

On Sunday) and will also be a Benefice Service, so we look forward 

to welcoming our other parishes. 

• Every other month starting on December 18th (we shall advertise 

HEAVILY so everyone knows exactly when to turn up) our 3rd 

Sunday service will be held in the afternoon at 4:30pm, after which 

there will be some food to share. 

• Our Service of Remembrance on 13th November will start at 

10:50am in line with the minute's silence scheduled for 11am. 

Susannah Sutton (Churchwarden) 

King’s Cliffe Ecumenical Women’s Fellowship Group 

Our first meeting since July was very well attended. We celebrated coming 

together again as a group and enjoyed sharing memories of celebrations 

we had enjoyed. We also celebrated a group member’s recent 90th 

birthday with a surprise afternoon tea. Thank you to those members who 

had prepared this. 

Please note our next meeting will be held on Thursday, 6th October at 

2:00pm in the CHAOS room, King’s Cliffe Church, when our theme will be 

‘Harvest!’ A food donation for the church’s Food Box would be a lovely 

gesture and most welcome.                                                             Christine Ball 

Church Coffee Morning 

After the summer break we met at the church for our September Coffee 

Morning. Although it was a very reflective morning, it was a time for 

friends to be together again. With donations and coffee and raffle money, 
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£173 will go to church funds. Thank you to all who came, to all who 

contributed with cakes and raffle prizes, and to the generous donations of 

marmalade and shortbread. 

Our next meeting will be on October 12th. Please come and join us, we 

look forward to seeing you.                                                 Church Coffee Team 

Gazette Delivery 

Thank you to everyone who responded to our recent questionnaire. We 

now have a home delivery service put in place for KC residents who have 

paid a £5 subscription fee for the year. If you would like to be added to the 

service, please email gazette@kingscliffe.church. If you are happy reading 

the Gazette online or collecting one from around the village, but feel you’d 

still like to contribute to printing costs, a new card payment machine can 

be found in the church to collect donations.                           Jo Jones (Editor) 

Befriending ǀ Volunteer Action 

Volunteer Action is a local charity which has 

been operating for over 20 years. VA 

operates a Community Car Scheme and a Befriending Scheme for those of 

state pension age and those with disabilities and life-limiting illnesses. 

Although our office is in Oundle, we also support people in Thrapston and 

all the surrounding villages from Titchmarsh up to Easton on the Hill – 

which obviously includes King’s Cliffe and its surrounding villages.  

If you need support from your community or are keen to support your 

community, we have all kinds of ways in which you can help or be helped: 

Do you need help?  The Befriending Scheme if FREE of charge and you 

only pay mileage costs for our Transport Scheme. Car Scheme Volunteers 

will transport you to medical and other health related drives or out and 

about for social purposes (e.g. shopping, visiting friends, hairdressers). The 

Befriending Scheme matches you with one volunteer who will make 

regular calls and/or visits. All our volunteers donate their time to our 

services. All volunteers are Disclosure and Barring Service checked. If you 
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want to use our car scheme or befriending service or need a referral to 

other services, please don’t hesitate to contact us. 

To continue to offer these much needed and much appreciated services, 

we do need new volunteers. Could you help? Training is provided for both 

schemes. 

Do you like to drive?  Our Community Car Scheme transports vulnerable 

people to hospital, doctor appointments and social visits. You can drive as 

often or as little as you like, and we reimburse your expenses. The lack of 

public transport means this service is vital. We really need more volunteer 

drivers from the north of our catchment area and would love to hear from 

you. 

Are you a good listener?  As one of our befrienders, you would visit or 

telephone regularly to provide company and a friendly ear. Some great 

relationships have been built up over the years and this is a highly 

rewarding activity for all concerned. Since the pandemic the demand for 

our Befriending Scheme has increased greatly and we have a waiting list 

for the service. 

More information can be found on our website or just call the office for a 

chat or to ask questions. We are open Monday – Friday from 9am to 1pm.  

Contact details are: 

Tel. no. 01832 275433             Email: admin@volunteeractionoundle.org.uk 

Website: http://volunteeractionoundle.org.uk/                           Angela Hook 

Village Hall Teas 

Sundays October 16th and November 20th, 2:30-5pm. This year, for the 

first time, we are open for Village Hall Teas on the third Sunday in October 

and November. Come for a freshly brewed pot of tea or coffee, 

homemade cakes, scones and other baked goodies; find a good read in 

our book corner and a jar or two of homemade preserves. You will be sure 

of a warm welcome!                                                        Village Hall Teas Team 
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King’s Cliffe Heritage 

Heritage Meeting:  On Thursday October 20th, at KC Active, starting at 

7.30pm. Our subject will be the former Golden Ball Inn in Bridge Street, 

which has a history going back to the 16th century and links to the Roman 

Catholic ‘Riding Mission’ in the 1800s. Come along and find out more! 

Everyone is welcome at our meeting, especially those with links to or 

memories of the pub which closed in 1971. Admission is £1 for KCH 

members; £2 for non-members. Tea, coffee and biscuits £1.    

Calendar 2023:  ‘Down memory lane in King’s Cliffe’, a calendar for 2023 is 

priced at £7, the perfect Christmas gift. 

Memories of growing up in the village in the 1960s and ‘70s inspired the 

choice of images for this beautiful calendar. Every picture has a special 

memory for you to share in month by month. Buy your calendar(s) from 

Barry Mather, 2 Walkers Field, King’s Cliffe, on 01780 470464 or email 

membership@kingscliffeheritage.org; or at our meeting on October 20th 

and at the Heritage Centre on October 23rd. We will also have a stand at 

the Transition Xmas Fair on Sunday 4th December in the Village Hall. 

Stocks are selling fast, so don’t delay in getting yours! 
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Heritage Centre:  Our final open afternoon this year is on Sunday October 

23rd 2 – 5pm at 27 Bridge Street. Whether you have recently moved into 

the village or lived here all your life, our Heritage Centre with historic 

village artefacts and digital archive is for you! Here you can get to know 

King’s Cliffe in the past and how it has developed over the years or add 

your own memories to the village story.  

The building itself has an interesting past as a charity boys’ school from 

1749. Inside on display is a great variety of village artefacts, including an 

important collection of wood-turning and carving by King’s Cliffe craftsmen 

over 100 years ago, following a centuries-old village tradition. Our digital 

archives have pictures of the village streets, businesses, the railway, 

schools, village events and so much more for you to see and search. After 

October, the Heritage Centre will be closed for the winter months, re-

opening in February. Visits can still be arranged by calling our dedicated 

Heritage Centre number 08438 869395.                                   Sue Trow-Smith 

King’s Cliffe Village Hall 

www.kcmh.org.uk 

We're delighted to say that our new and improved website, designed and 

built for us by local web-designer Mark Ayres (www.splashweb.uk), is now 

up and running! The hall is a characterful building with a long history. It 

offers the ideal venue for all kinds of events and the website has pictures 

and details of the facilities available to hire. You will also find details of 

events in the hall which are open to the public. To enquire about hiring the 

hall, please use the enquiry form on the Contact page. Alternatively, you 

can contact us for bookings by email to vhallbookings@gmail.com or 

phone 01780 470125 where you can leave a voicemail message. 

Sue Trow-Smith for the Village Hall committee 

Want to hire the Village Hall?  
Go to www.kcmh.org.uk and use the enquiry form on the Contact page;  

email vhallbookings@gmail.com or phone 01780 470125  
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King’s Cliffe Gardeners’ Association 

The next meeting will be on Wednesday 26th October at 7.30pm. We’re 

pleased to welcome back Nicola Fenton from Fenton’s Herbology, and her 

talk will be entitled ‘Herbs for Calm’. 

Tips for October. Decide which perennials you cut back for winter. Some 

look tidier cut back, others provide sculptural shape and shelter for 

wildlife till spring. Protect non hardy plants from frosts. Consider which 

need lifting and putting in a greenhouse or conservatory for protection. 

Prune climbing roses. Divide rhubarb crowns and pass on to a neighbour if 

you don’t need. Divide herbaceous plants to ensure healthy vigorous 

plants for next year. Lift gladioli corms and dahlia tubers, trim and allow to 

dry, then store in frost free conditions. Last mowing for the year and 

renovating as needed. Keep leaves raked up – it seems an endless task but 

if you have the space keep the leaves for leaf-mould. Plant up winter 

hanging baskets and containers. Plant daffodils, narcissus and crocus bulbs 

in borders or containers, or maybe some indoor hyacinths for Christmas 

gifts.                                                                                                  Lindsay Kubicki 

King’s Cliffe Parish Council 

The Passing of Her Majesty The Queen:  The Parish Council held a special 

meeting at the Cross on Tuesday 13th September 2022, at which the 

Chairman read the Accession Proclamation, proclaiming Prince Charles 

Philip Arthur George, King Charles III. About 25-30 people gathered to hear 

the proclamation and then we all sang the new National Anthem and 

called, ‘Three cheers for His Majesty the King’. It was also resolved to 

record both the Parish Council’s sincere condolences and those of the 

whole village to the Royal Family at this time.  

Parish Council Meeting:  The Parish Council meeting due to take place at 

7.30pm on Thursday 8th September was postponed until Thursday 22nd 

September in light of the announcement of the Queen’s passing.  

Village Sign:  Apologies for the delay on erecting this, however the 
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Highways Department at the NNC advised we needed planning permission, 

now they have decided that we do not – so we can go ahead. Glyn and our 

Chairman will look to undertake the necessary shortly and then we will 

organise an unveiling. 

Elephant Trap:  The Parish Council have organised the restoration and the 

clearing of the drainage pipes to ensure that the trap, designed to collect 

storm water coming down Willow Lane, is working. Thanks to Cllr Robert 

Meadows for organising this with the contractor. 

Roads and Footpaths:  The Parish Council is pleased that the work on 

Wood Road, Park Street and Wansford Road has now been undertaken and 

is a big improvement. There are now two issues for us to focus on, the first 

is the deterioration of the road surface following work undertaken by 

utility companies. NNC want photos and evidence of problems so that they 

can get the utility companies back to repair their work. The second is 

regarding footpaths. This is a more difficult problem as NNC advise that 

they will not be carrying out repairs to the footpaths. We will need a Parish 

debate about possible solutions to this in due course. 

Parish Clerk Vacancy:  Our Clerk, Tracey Green, has informed us that due 

to other commitments she will need to resign as Clerk to the Parish 

Council. We are therefore looking to appoint a new Clerk. This is an 

important administrative role in the village and involves attending monthly 

Parish Council meetings, which are held on the second Thursday of each 

month (except August) and attending the occasional committee meeting. It 

will also involve taking the minutes, undertaking correspondence with 

parishioners and North Northants Council, and maintaining the Council’s 

accounting records. Training will be provided. If you would like to find out 

more about this part time role, please contact our Chairman, Andrew 

Howard, at 41 Park Street, King’s Cliffe or email -

andrewhoward.41@gmail.com.                           Andrew Howard (Chairman) 

www.kingscliffe-pc.gov.uk 
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The Underground Centre 

The Trustees are delighted to introduce you to Underground's staff 

members. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are so pleased to have such a fantastic, hard-working team who will 

guide the Underground in new and exciting directions – look out for 

updates about the return of our provision for children aged 7-16. 

Dates for your diaries:   

• Tiddlers (Under-5’s) every Monday 9.30am – 11.00am, £3 per 

family. 

• Messy Play (Under-5’s) every Thursday 9.30am – 11.00am, £3.50 

per child. 

• Friday 28th October - Spooky Snactacular 10.00am – 12.30pm. 

• Saturday 10th December - Lunch with Santa. Provisionally 10.00am 

– 12.30pm. 

If you do have any queries at all, please email - 

admin@undergroundcentre.org or send us a Facebook message.  

                                                                                              Underground Trustees 
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 Transition King’s Cliffe  for environment and community 

TKC Christmas Fair:  If you haven’t already put this 

date in your diaries, on Sunday 4th December the 

TKC Christmas Fair is back, 11am until 4pm. Spacing 

stalls out seemed to go down well last year so this 

year we’re using the Village Hall, Underground, and a 

large, heated marquee on Maltings Green to 

accommodate a whole host of stallholders. They’re all small local 

independent businesses selling fabulous handmade wares such as pottery, 

textiles, lotions and potions, woodcraft, candles, art and photography, 

jewellery, jam and other culinary delights. There will be savoury 

scrumptiousness from Stanley Street Eats, tea & cake from our Village Hall 

Tea Ladies, and of course King’s Cliffe Brewery are providing the bar. There 

will be live music from The Weekenders, our Church Choir, and Lucy’s Rock 

Choir. Recycling, upcycling, and local sourcing will feature. Wrap up warm 

and come and find those unique and more sustainable Christmas presents 

and treats. You’ll be supporting local businesses, reducing your present 

miles, and enjoying good food and entertainment, what’s not to like?! 

Also, calling all local businesses that provide a service to the community. 

We will have a board by the TKC stall where you can pin some business 

cards and/or a small advert (maximum A5 please) for free. Just turn up with 

something on the day or contact us beforehand. 

If you have any questions, please contact kate@transitionkingscliffe.org.uk. 

Stall space is in high demand but if you have something to sell that you 

think would fit the bill let us know and we’ll see what we can do.  

TKC Bikefix:  The final Bikefix of the year will take place in Forest Approach 

on Saturday 1st October between 10am and 12pm. You're welcome to 

bring along any bike issues for us to try and sort out before the winter. 

TKC Wildplaces:  In September, we tidied up the pond and stream areas on 

Maltings Green ready for the autumn and winter rest! In October we will be 
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working along the railway path from the Wood Lane end heading east, 

clearing brambles and other overgrowing stuff from the path itself as it 

has got a little out of hand! Lots of help required so please come along and 

join us – with gloves and sensible footwear please. If you have them, then 

secateurs are probably the best tools to bring. Meeting at 10.30am on 

Sunday 9th October at the Wood Lane entrance. If you’re later then just 

walk along the path until you find us. Probably finishing around 12.30pm. 

Contact:  To get involved or for more information, please get in touch: 

info@transitionkingscliffe.org.uk       www.transitionkingscliffe.org.uk;  

Facebook: Transition King’s Cliffe .                        Charles Tomalin (Secretary) 

Nature Notes for September and October 

It isn’t always necessary to leave your own garden to appreciate the great 

variety of birdlife that surrounds us. Often after a morning walk, I settle 

into a garden chair with a cup of coffee to watch the skies. Frequently 

there is a small flock of bouncing, jingling Goldfinches with the sunlight 

illuminating their yellow wing bars. Occasionally there will be a Bullfinch, 

distinguished by their white belly and black tail end. After several years of 

absence, it is a relief to catch sight of a Greenfinch heading for cover in the 

trees where it can sing unseen. 

More obvious are the birds of prey that patrol the skies high above. We 

are all familiar with the fork tailed Red Kites that swoop low to pick up 

carrion and even visit some gardens. Slightly smaller are the Common 

Buzzards with their round ended tails and mewing cries. They drift along 

describing small circles in the sky as they search the ground beneath. 

Another species of Buzzard, the Honey Buzzard, briefly visited earlier in 

the year, flying low above the house as it left. Its longer head and tail and 

darker underwing markings clearly confirming its identity. 

With Ospreys nesting at Rutland Water, they sometimes drift high above 

as they travel to alternative lakes to fish. Their white underparts show 

very clearly even as they pass over at a great height. 
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 As winter approaches we may rarely sight a Merlin, the smallest of the 

falcons. I recently disturbed one in a hedgerow. It flew out ahead of me 

and zigzagged above the hedge top before heading off across the field. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It doesn’t matter if you can’t at first identify all the birds you see. Just 

enjoy the quiet time you spend watching them and appreciate the 

differences between them.                                                                     Fledgling 

The Way We Were 

September may be the first month of geological Autumn, but for me 

October is when it really feels like Autumn and no more so than when the 

clocks go back. Turning them forward an hour in March and back an hour 

in October is such an established routine for us all now that I wondered 

when it began and why. 

In 1880, Greenwich Mean Time (GMT) was established as the legal 

national standard time everywhere across the country. Before that, 

different areas had their own local mean times. This became a problem 

when the railway network began to develop and the railway companies 

agreed to use ‘Railway time’, based on the time at Greenwich, at all their 
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 stations. From 1880 GMT was used on public clocks to synchronise the 

time for everyone wherever they were in the country. Here in Cliffe, the 

public clock was the church clock, though it had no outside clock faces 

until 1897 when they were installed to mark Queen Victoria’s Diamond 

Jubilee. Before that, the Sexton rang the church bell at set times of the day 

to give the time, particularly to those working out in the fields.   

Nature, of course, has its own time clock and in the summer months there 

are hours of daylight before most people are up and about their work. In 

1907 William Willett, a builder from Kent, wrote a pamphlet called ‘The 

Waste of Daylight’ and started a campaign for the clocks to be put forward 

by one hour at the start of Spring and Summer and returned to GMT in the 

Autumn. A Daylight Savings Bill was put before Parliament in 1908, with 

the intention of providing more daylight after work for training the 

Territorial Army, reducing railway accidents and the need to light streets 

and houses. This Bill was defeated, but the First World War brought a 

different imperative - the need to conserve coal supplies. The Summer 

Time Act 1916 advanced clocks by one hour between 21st May and 1st 

October. It proved popular and remained in place as ‘British Summer 

Time’. The Second World War brought a period of Double Summer Time 

when the clocks went forward two hours ahead of GMT, saving fuel, 

reducing lighting-up time and giving people extra hours to ‘Dig for Victory’ 

in their gardens and allotments. These arrangements came to an end in 

October 1945, but fuel shortages after the very severe winter of 1946/7 

led to Double Summer Time being re-introduced for the summer months 

of 1947.   

Between 1968 and 1971 as an experiment the Government made British 

Summer Time permanent year-round, but this trial was abandoned. The 

Summer Time Act of 1972 set out the arrangements we have today: clocks 

‘spring forward’ one hour in late March and ‘fall back’ in late October. This 

year we fall back into Autumn at 2am on Sunday 30th October – as late as 

it could be, I’m glad to say.             Sue Trow-Smith for King’s Cliffe Heritage 
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Paws for Thought 

The Theological Education of Rectory Puppy:  

Welcome to the next instalment of the 

continuing theological education of Jessie (The 

rectory puppy) under the wise tutelage of 

Lexie (a wise old dog with formal theological 

training and many years’ experience). 

Jessie: Everyone seems to be sad. 

Lexie:  Well, the Queen has died. 

Jessie: She must have had a long Christmas card list. 

Lexie:  I’m not sure I follow? 

Jessie: If all these people were people the Queen knew well, then that   

            would be quite a list. 

Lexie:  I don’t think the Queen knew everyone who is sad particularly well. 

Jessie: Why are they upset then?  

Lexie:  It will be because they feel that the Queen represented something  

            important. 

Jessie: Sausages?  

Lexie:  No. 

Jessie: Biscuits? 

Lexie:  No, more like stability and consistency, grace and quiet leadership. 

Jessie: They don’t sound that important, well not compared to sausages. 

Lexie:  I understand your thoughts, but imagine if Rev Keir wasn’t here  

            anymore. 

Jessie: You mean dead? 

Lexie:  No, not that drastic, but rather he wasn’t in this benefice anymore. 

Jessie: OK. 

Lexie:  And we had to stay here to carry on our important ministry. 

Jessie: Who would feed us? 

Lexie:  There would be a rota. 

Jessie: Who would take us for walks? 
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Lexie:  Again, a rota. 

Jessie: I wouldn’t like that at all. 

Lexie:  Why not. 

Jessie: Well, I wouldn’t feel as safe without knowing who was in charge.  

Lexie:  Exactly. There is a comfort in the stability and consistency. 

Jessie: So, Rev Keir is not dead? 

Lexie:  No, sorry to worry you. 

Jessie: Phew. 

Lexie:  And I think you are very cute, Jessie. 

Jessie: I know, but why do you think that?  

Lexie:  I love the way you think Rev Keir is in charge. He walks us, feeds us,  

            makes sure we have all our health needs met AND buys us toys and  

            sausages. Does that seem like someone who is ‘in charge’? 

Rev’d Keir Dow 

 

St Nicholas Church, Bulwick 

Horticultural Show 2022:  Despite the vagaries of 

the weather, the Annual Show staged in St Nicholas 

Church was a great success. We had 320 exhibits 

and 43 exhibitors from the eligible villages taking 

part. It was great to be back staging this community 

event in the church, displaying impressive crafts, 

cookery, horticultural exhibits, photography – the lot. Our judges expressed 

how good everything looked, and the standard of exhibits were given a 

‘highly commended’. Unfortunately, Bulwick could not retain the Walmsley 

Inter-village Award, this deservedly went to Laxton, with Deenethorpe 

taking second place and Bulwick third. I am sure Bulwick can do something 

about that for 2023! Thank you to the tea-ladies, raffle ticket sellers, the 

logistic helpers and all who supported the show. 

Continued on page 20 
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Continued from page 17 

Grand Jumble Sale:  A Jumble Sale will take place on Saturday 1st October 

in the Village Centre at 10am-12 noon. The proceeds will go to help with 

the cost of staging the Annual Horticultural Show. The entrance fee will be 

50p for adults and no charge for children accompanied by an adult. If 

anyone wishes to help with the Jumble Sale on the day, please get in touch. 

Harvest Festival:  Come and celebrate the harvest. A family friendly service 

starts at 3pm on Sunday 2nd October. Everyone is welcome and 

refreshments will be served afterwards. 

Annual Gift Morning:  The Gift Morning will take place on Saturday 15th 

October 10am-12:30pm in St Nicholas Church. Bulwick and Blatherwycke 

parishioners will receive a letter from the Parochial Church Council. The 

church will display what is needed to go forward with the repairs to keep 

the church in good order. Currently, the church is listed on the ‘at risk’ 

Grade 1 register and needs the roof and associated works to be carried out. 

The Parochial Church Council and church architect and working hard to try 

and secure funding. This is a big commitment and needs support. 

Dress A Girl Group:  The next session will take place on Monday 17th 

October at 2pm, venue to be confirmed. Our September session was 

cancelled due the funeral of our late Queen Elizabeth II.  

Churchyard Tidy:  On Saturday 22nd October, 10am-12 noon, help is 

needed to keep St Nicholas churchyard in good order. Those who attend 

should wear suitable outdoor clothing, and please bring your own garden 

tools to assist with removing overgrown vegetation. St Nicholas has a 

beautiful, but quite big churchyard area to maintain, so all help will be 

appreciated. 

Coffee Morning:  There will be no Coffee Morning in October, but two more 

mornings are planned for Saturday 5th November - proceeds for Lakelands 

Hospice in Corby and church funds, and Sunday 4th December - proceeds 

for The Children’s Society and church funds. Preserves, raffle tickets, and 
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crafts will be on sale as well as refreshments.  

Remembrance Sunday:  Advanced notice  - the Remembrance Sunday 

service will be on 13th November at 10:50am. 

Alma O’Neill, Churchwarden (450300) 

Laxton Village Hall 

As I am sure many readers of the Gazette were, we were saddened to hear 

of the death of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, but perhaps find some 

comfort in the fact that she died with close family members in a place of 

her choosing. Her Majesty has been an ever-present source of familiarity 

and comfort through difficult times, particularly through the upheaval of 

the last few years. The loss of her following so many years of loyal service, 

marks the literal end of a varied, and at points, tumultuous era. Whilst her 

passing was inevitable, at the announcement of her death, the world 

seemed to pause, shift slightly, and change irreparably.  

Coffee Morning:  Vivien and Glenys were our hosts in September. This was 

another successful afternoon raising £47.95 for Village Hall funds. They 

also had a wonderful produce table that raised £54.60 for the invaluable 

Air Ambulance Service. The next Coffee Morning will be held on Saturday 

8th October at 10.30am to 12.30pm. A selection of chat, tea, coffee, cakes 

will be available. RITA will arrive at 12.00. All are very welcome. 

Bulwick Contacts 

Bulwick Village Centre:  Email - bulwickvillagecentre@gmail.com 

Bulwick Parish Council:  Email - info@bulwickpc.org.uk  

                                            (see also noticeboard outside shop entrance) 

Bulwick Village Shop:  Email - hello@thepickled.shop 

                                          Phone - 01780 450774 

New Lodge Farm shop and café:  Email - shop@newlodgefarm.com 

                                                             Phone - 01780 450493 
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Laxton Bloomers:  Last month the group visited Heather and Michael’s 

beautiful garden. They were lucky to have a dry spell between showers 

and we were able to see their wide variety of plants, many still in bloom. 

The next meeting will be on the 4th October, it will be hosted by Rosie. As 

the nights are drawing in, it will be in the Village Hall. This will allow the 

group slightly longer to share end of season produce, spare seeds and 

bulbs, and chat about what went well this year alongside any disasters! 

Book Club:  The Book Club will meet on the 11th of October at 7.30pm. 

New members are always welcome. If you would like more information, 

please message John McCrone either via info@laxtonvillagehall.org or on 

07522 862723.  

Laxton Arts and Crafts:  The Arts and Crafts group run by Vivien Harvey 

continues on the 18th of October between 7.30 and 9.30pm. The group is 

informal, and everyone brings along their own project to work on, with 

some friendly support and chat alongside. If you are interested in being 

part of this group please see Vivien or email info@laxtonvillagehall.org.  

Pub Night:  The next Pub Night will be on Thursday the 27th of October 

from 7.30pm with the usual crisps, chocolate, soft drinks as well as 

alcohol! Please attend if you can.                                                 The Mortlocks 

Remembrance Day at Laxton 

On this year's Remembrance Day, Sunday 13th November at 11.00am, 

Vaughn Winter will, along with other local villages and organisations, lay a 

poppy wreath on behalf of Laxton at the Spanhoe Airfield Memorial. 

Everyone is most welcome to attend this short wreath laying ceremony. 

Once again, as in previous years, the Laxton remembrance will continue to 

be marked in the form of a donation to the Commonwealth War Graves 

Commission. Would all those who wish to contribute please leave their 

donations with me at Gwen's Cottage, 15 Main Street, Laxton, and I will 

forward the money raised to the Commonwealth War Graves Commission. 

With very many thanks.                                      Vivien Harvey (01780 450294) 



Advertisements 

23 

 

King’s Cliffe 
Endowed Primary 

School, 
Kings Forest, King’s 

Cliffe, PE8 6XS. 

Do you have a child who turns 4 years old between 1st 

September 2022 and 31st August 2023? 

Why not come along to King’s Cliffe Endowed Primary School 

and see what we’re all about! 

We are having a series of drop-in open days for prospective 

families of children who are due to start Primary School in 

September 2023. 

The School is open between 10:00-12:00pm and 1:30-3:00pm 

each day for you to come and see the school in action– no 

need to book! 

If you have any further queries please contact the School Office 

on 01780 470259  or visit our website at 

Primary School Open Days 
For September 2023 Foundation Intake  

Thursday 6th October, Wednesday 19th October  
& Tuesday 8th November  

10:00am-12:00pm and 1:30pm-3:00pm 
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CHRISTMAS  WREATH  WORKSHOPS 

AT   Westhay Lodge Barn,  King’s Cliffe 
Come & create your own Christmas ring for your door or table. 

Natural foliage and seasonal accessories. 

£50  includes all materials, a glass of fizz and seasonal refreshments. 
Small intimate classes that will fill up quickly so please book ASAP! 

Thursday 1st December:  Evening workshop 6 – 9pm  

Friday 2nd December:  Morning workshop 10am – 12.30 
                                       Afternoon workshop 2—4.30pm 

Sunday 4th December:  Morning workshop 10am—12.30 
                                           Afternoon workshop   2 – 4.30pm 

To book please email:  maryatwesthay@aol.com 

Floral design for all occasions. Event Organiser. 

CLAY PIGEON LESSONS 
PRIVATE TUITION 

ON LOCAL FARM 
EVENINGS OR WEEKENDS  
EVERYTHING PROVIDED. 

 

 
 
 
 

With William Fenn 

TO BOOK or for more  
information email: 

maryatwesthay@aol.com 
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Sports facilities available for hire by individuals or clubs including 

• Floodlit Netball and Tennis Courts (from £5 per hour) 
• Community room perfect for parties or meetings (£10 per hour) 
• Full size grass pitches (from £40 per match) 
• Floodlit MUGA 3G multi-use games area (from £25 per hour) 

To hire please contact Margaret on 0333 0062129, message us on 
Facebook or email enquiries@kcactive.co.uk 
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Beautiful curtains, blinds and soft furnishings 
designed and created to compliment your home. 

 
 

For a free 
home consultation 

and quote call 
07957 686595  

www.georginascurtainsandkeepsakes.com 
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R E Newton Ltd (Nassington) 
SPECIALIST CARPENTRY JOINERY & BUILDING WORK 

The Complete Refurbishment Specialist 

 Internal alterations to Extensions 

 Listed & Period Building Specialist 

 Hand Made Kitchens to your design and colour 

 Built in Wardrobes to cupboards/bookcases 

 Purpose made joinery – windows and doors 

Est. Since 1989 

www.renewton.com      Email: Edward@renewton.wanadoo.co.uk 

Tel:   Daytime 07831 256087   Evening 01780 782704 

FOR ALL YOUR CARPENTRY AND BUILDING NEEDS 

K.C. PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
KING’S CLIFFE 

• Extensions, Renovations, 
Conversions etc. 

• Repointing, Patios, Paving. 

• Stonework, Brickwork, 
Garden Walls. 

• Groundworks & Footings. 

• Digger Hire & Driver. 

• Plastering. 

• Interior & Exterior Decorating. 

FOR FREE QUOTATIONS PLEASE CALL 

KEVIN CUNNINGTON 
07946 139754 

MATT CZEREMSZNSKY 
07984 956947 

 

Bespoke picture 
framing 

Oils, watercolour, textiles, etc. 
Large or small. 

Contact: 

FELICITY THISTLETHWAITE 
m: 07943 127979 

t: 01780 470275 

e: fthistlethwaite@ 
    rocketmail.com 
    www.efflejay.co.uk 
Member of the Fine Art Trade Guild 
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Are your carpets and upholstery in need of a freshen up? 
Look no further! 

Fully trained and insured to clean carpets and upholstery 
for both domestic and commercial clients. 

Colin Smith is local to the area and can give you a 
competitive quote today. 

Don’t hesitate, give him a ring on  
01780 471015 or 07919857311  

Email:  mysmartcarpet@yahoo.co.uk 

Martin James 

The Village Sweep 

Your local chimney sweeping service. 

Stove repairs: rope seals, firebricks etc. 

Certificates issued.    Fully insured. 

07749 438567 

01780 470275 

mhj1@btinternet.com 
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Ranger 
Gas 
 

Servicing/Breakdown 

Installation of all Gas 
Appliances 

Oil/Gas/LPG 

Heat pumps/Solar 

Tel:  07824 443062 
Email: 
Jamieheating@gmail.com 
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PETER RIDDINGTON LANDSCAPING  

We install Patios, Driveways, Ponds, Stone Walls, 

Decking and Fencing. 

We plant Trees and shrubs and offer a complete 

Garden Maintenance. 

We supply and lay turf or grass seed with lawn management. 

Garden design service provided. 

Contact Peter Riddington today for a free quotation 

Telephone:  01780 783004         Mobile  07860 962068 

Email:  peter@peterriddington.co.uk 
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CROWSONS 
D.W. Gunn DipFD 

A FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS 
SERVING THE COMMUNITY 

FOR OVER ONE HUNDRED YEARS 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BARNWELL, OUNDLE, PETERBOROUGH, PE8 5PS 

01832 
272269 

01832 
272269 

• Caring personal attention 
• Chapels of rest 
• 24 hour service to all areas 
• Flowers and catering available 
• Memorials 
• Advice on Golden Charter pre-payment Schemes 

 

An independent and privately-owned, family-run 

funeral directors based in Uppingham, offering a 

sensitive and dignified service to help support you 

through a difficult time and provide peace of mind. 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 

PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLANS AVAILABLE 

Tel: 01572 823976 

www.emdormanfunerals.co.uk 
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Village Pizzas 
Open Tue – Sat for 

Collection  4.30pm – 10pm 

or Delivery  6pm till 10pm 

01780 
784587 

View our Menu at 
www.villagepizzas.co.uk 
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 Early years education for children aged 2 – 4 

Growing a Love for Learning 
King’s Cliffe Endowed Pre-school offers the highest 

standards of care and play opportunities for children 

aged 2 to 4 years. 

Our ethos is to nurture and establish our children’s love 

for learning and exploration by providing the best 

possible experiences and opportunities. 

We now have an amazing Early Years Outdoor Area. 

Fully funded places available. 

For more information please contact the School Office 

on 01780 470259 or email katy.evans@kceps.co.uk 

We offer sessions that  

run from 9.00am until 3.00pm. 

 
Please visit our website at www.kingscliffeschool.co.uk for 

more information about our wonderful Pre-School  

King’s Cliffe Endowed 
Pre-School, 

Kings Forest, King’s Cliffe, 
PE8 6XS. 
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Simba’s Den Day Nursery 
Main Street, Bulwick, NN17 3DY 

Outstanding homely childcare in an idyllic countryside location 

Open all year Monday to Friday 8am–6pm 

Fully funded 2 and 3 year old places available. 

Pre-school led by an early year’s professional. 

Close links to all schools. 

Weekly Ballet lessons from 2 years. 

Weekly forest school sessions at Fineshade wood. 

Lovely large outside area. 

Telephone: 01780 450937 

Email/Web: info@simbasden.co.uk   www.simbasden.co.uk 



Diary 

 

The Gazette is published by All Saints and St James Church, King’s Cliffe 

as a service to the community.  It is written, edited and distributed by 

volunteers from all three parishes.  An electronic version is available here: 

www.kingscliffe.church/gazette 

Gazette Contacts 

You are requested to make contact by Email whenever possible. 

Editor (Articles, News and Events): Jo Jones,  gazette@kingscliffe.church 

Commercial Advertising: Andrea Fern,  andrea.fern@avus-consulting.co.uk 

The Closing Date for all copy is the 15th of the previous month. 

October 

  1 Oct Grand Jumble Sale 10:00-12:00 Village Centre, Bulwick 

  1 Oct TKC Bikefix 10:00-12:00 Forest Approach, KC 

  4 Oct Laxton Bloomers 19:30-21:00 Village Hall, Laxton 

  6 Oct Women’s Fellowship 14:00 Parish Church, KC 

  8 Oct Laxton Coffee Morning 10:30-12:30 Village Hall, Laxton 

  9 Oct TKC Wildplaces Workparty 10:30-12:30 Railway Path West, KC 

11 Oct Laxton Book Club 19:30-21:00 Village Hall, Laxton 

12 Oct KC Coffee Morning 10:30 Parish Church, KC 

13 Oct KCPC Meeting 19:30 KC Active 

15 Oct Annual Gift Morning 10:00-12:30 Parish Church, Bulwick 

16 Oct KC Village Hall Teas 14:30-17:00 Village Hall, KC 

17 Oct Dress A Girl Workshop 14:00-16:00 TBC 

18 Oct Laxton Arts and Crafts 19:30-21:30 Village Hall, Laxton 

20 Oct KC Heritage Meeting 19:30 KC Active 

22 Oct Autumn Churchyard Tidy 10:00-12:00 Parish Church, Bulwick 

23 Oct KC Heritage Centre Open 14:00-17:00 27 Bridge St, KC 

26 Oct KCGA Meeting 19:30 KC Active 

27 Oct Pub Night 19:30-21:00 Village Hall, Laxton 

28 Oct Spooky Snactacular 10:00-12:30 Underground, KC 


