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Church Services in September 

All Saints and St James – King’s Cliffe 

  4 Sept 10:30 Holy Communion 

11 Sept 10:30 Holy Communion 

18 Sept 10:30 Morning Worship 

25 Sept 10:30 Holy Communion 

St Nicholas – Bulwick 

11 Sept 10:30 Holy Communion 

All Saints – Laxton 

25 Sept 17:00 Evening Prayer 

The Benefice of 

King’s Cliffe, Bulwick & Blatherwycke and Laxton 

Curate Revd Keir Dow 753283 

Lay Minister Sophy Jubb                 clerk@kingscliffe.church 

Reader David Teall 07884 494341 

General Enquiries (Messages picked up weekly)     479249 

Clerk (Baptisms & Weddings) Sophy Jubb                 clerk@kingscliffe.church 

Churchwardens 

King’s Cliffe Felicity Thistlethwaite 470275 

 Susannah Sutton  07990 088228 

Bulwick & Blatherwycke Alma O’Neill 450300 

Laxton Michael Harrison 450362 

 Rupert Boyle 450260 

www.kingscliffe.chuch 
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King’s Cliffe Ecumenical Women’s Fellowship Group 

Our next meeting will be held on Thursday, 8th September at 2:00pm in 

the CHAOS room, King’s Cliffe Church, when our theme will be ‘Let’s 

Celebrate!’ New members are always made welcome.              Christine Ball 

Church Coffee Morning 

We look forward to welcoming everyone to the September Coffee 

Morning in Church on September 14th at 10:30am. Please come and enjoy 

coffee, tea and some ‘really good cakes’. There will also be our raffle table, 

contributions would be most welcome! Happy days!    Church Coffee Team 

Eat for Charity! 

On Saturday September 24th, 12-2pm at King’s Cliffe Church, you can tuck 

into a choice of home-made soups, local bread and delicious cakes while 

raising money for charity - it’s a win-win! Jonty Armitage is running the 

London Marathon in October for the NSPCC and this event will contribute 

to his fund-raising target of £2200. 

Those who came to the same event in 2019 to support the Moonwalkers 

will remember what a great occasion it was - we hope to see you back 

again. Everyone is welcome so please come along. You can give however 

much you wish, but we suggest a donation of £5. Bring friends, family - 

and money for a raffle ticket!                                                      Anna Armitage 

Oundle and District Choral Society 

Seeking new members! We are a friendly choir who meet to rehearse on 

Monday evenings between 7.30 and 9.30 at Laxton Primary School, East 

Road, Oundle. We are well supported by our conductor Quentin Thomas 

and accompanist Elizabeth Arkell, both of Oundle School. This term we will 

be singing Schubert's Mass in G and Bach's Magnificat. We start the new 

term on Monday 5th September; come and have a sing and see how you 

feel! If you require a lift, that can be arranged. Check out our website for 

more details: oundlechoralsociety.org.uk                                  Tessa Leuchars 
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Village Hall Teas 

Sundays 4th and 18th, 2.30 - 5pm:  School holidays may nearly be over, 

but it's still Summer at the Village Hall Teas! Scones with clotted cream 

and jam, tasty cheese scones, delicious cakes and other bakes - we've got 

them all to be enjoyed with a leisurely pot of freshly-brewed tea or ground 

coffee. Browse our Book Corner or treat yourself to some homemade 

preserves to take home. 

You will also find us on Saturday 10th September from 1pm to 4.30pm 

serving tea, coffee (by the cup), fruit squashes and our delicious 

homemade bakes at 'Cliffe Fest' on the KC Active site. We'll be in the 

pavilion building as on previous occasions, where you can either eat in or 

take out. We are now equipped to take payments by card and phone as 

well as in good old cash! We look forward to welcoming you whenever 

you come.                                                                           Village Hall Teas Team 

King’s Cliffe Heritage 

"Down memory lane in King's Cliffe" 

A calendar for 2023, price £7 - the perfect Christmas gift. 
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The images for this beautiful calendar were chosen from the King's Cliffe 

Heritage archives by one of our members who grew up in the village, but 

now lives elsewhere. Every picture holds a special memory for her of the 

village she still calls 'home': memories for you to share in month by month. 

How to get your calendar(s):  Order from Barry Mather, 2 Walkers Field, 

King's Cliffe, on 01780 470464, or by email to 

membership@kingscliffeheritage.org. Calendars will be hand delivered 

within the village. Postage and packing will apply to calendars sent by post. 

Or buy from our KCH stand at Cliffe Fest on Saturday 10th September or at 

the Transition Christmas Fair on Sunday 4th December. Only 250 calendars 

are being printed, so get yours early to avoid disappointment. 

Heritage Centre Open:  Sunday 25th September, 2 - 5pm at 27 Bridge 

Street. Come and dabble your toes in the waters of village history! See 

how people lived and worked in days gone by, what the village looked like 

then and now through our displays and archive images. We have some 

new arrivals among our treasures on display including examples of the skill 

of William Bailey, the very last working woodturner in the village who died 

in 1941; and something 'crafty' from the recent Jubilee celebrations! After 

September we open for the final time this year on October 23rd. To 

arrange a visit on another day, or for a group, you can call our dedicated 

Heritage Centre number 08438 869395.                                  Sue Trow-Smith 

King’s Cliffe Gardeners’ Association 

The next meeting will be on Wednesday 28th September at 7.30pm.  

There will be a change to the originally published programme and we’ll let 

you know in due course. 

Tips for September: Keep blooms going as long as you can by 

deadheading, tidying, and watering.  Hanging baskets past their best can 

be supplemented/replanted with winter heathers, trailing ivy, and spring 

flowering plants. Plant spring flowering bulbs. Divide perennials and 

alpines to keep their size under control and promote healthy sturdy plants. 
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Collect seeds for hardy annuals and perennials. Sweet pea seeds can be 

sown in a cold frame for early summer blooms; calendula, centaurea, 

limnanthus and the like are best sown in situ. Net ponds before leaf fall. 

Dig potatoes before slugs spoil them and best of all, enjoy the rest of your 

late summer blooms and harvest.                                               Lindsay Kubicki 

King’s Cliffe Produce Show 

This year’s show was a huge success after a two year absence and in a year 

which has now been proved to hold the hottest temperatures on record 

and now the driest, but still everyone managed to enter a fantastic 

amount of fruit and vegetables and somehow a lovely display of flowers. 

The Art and Craft classes proved once again a challenge to the judge with a 

first class array of entries, while the Cookery judge struggled to pick out 

the best. As for the children’s classes we had a wonderful display of things 

made from Lego, fantastic sock puppets, vegetable animals and robots 

made from recycled materials. 

Show Class Winners 

Fruit and Vegetables:  1st Gavyn Willimer, 2nd Barry Hurcombe,  

                                         3rd June Hakes.  

Flowers:                         1st Louise Bowen-West, 2nd Liz Bunting,  

                                         3rd Catherine Raitt.  

Cookery:                        1st Louise Bowen-West, 2nd Catherine Raitt,  

                                         3rd Sue Trow-Smith. 

Art & Craft:                   1st Susannah Sutton, 2nd Mandy Barber,  

                                        3rd Bill Hakes. 

Photography:               1st Liz Bunting, 2nd Catherine Raitt,  

                                        3rd Mike Bunting. 

Overall Adult Show Championship : 

1st Gavyn Willimer, 2nd Liz Bunting, 3rd Susannah Sutton,  

4th Catherine Raitt, 5th Louise Bowen-West, 6th June Hakes. 
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Children’s Section 

Under 5’s:    1st Herbie Garrard, 2nd Otto Garrard.  

Under 9’s:    1st Harriet Willimer, 2nd Lily Raitt, 3rd Arthur Stockley. 

Under 14’s:  1st Emma Paige, 2nd Hugo Sharpe, 3rd Lily Raitt. 

Overall Children’s Show Championship: 

=1st Emma Paige & Lily Raitt, 3rd Herbie Garrard, 4th Harriet Willimer, = 

5th Henry Raitt & Hugo Sharpe. 

Thank you to our show sponsor P C Howard Ltd without whose valued 

support this village event would not be possible. Printing was kindly 

sponsored by Close Motor Company. Thank you too to all those who 

sponsored the show trophies, and to all the raffle sponsors: King’s Cliffe 

Club, The Cross Keys, The Village Bakery, Mr J. Wooding Green Grocers, Mr 

Simon Fairhall and many KCGA members. Finally thank you to each and 

every one of you who entered this lovely village event. Without your 

entries the show would not be the success that it is. 

June Hakes (KCGA Secretary) 

King’s Cliffe Parish Council 

Roads & Pavements:  The Parish Council are pleased with the recent road 

repairs on Wansford Road, Wood Road, Park Street, and with the new 

roundabout at the bottom of Kings Forest. 

Willow Lane 'Elephant Trap':  Repair works to the elephant trap are 

currently underway. The lane will be coned off, but pedestrians will be 

able to pass with care. 

Parish Clerk Vacancy:  Our Clerk, Tracey Green, has informed us that due 

to other commitments she will need to resign as Clerk to the Parish 

Council. We are therefore looking to appoint a new Clerk. This is an 

important administrative role which involves attending our monthly Parish 

Council meetings, held on the second Thursday of every month (except 

August) and attending the occasional committee meeting. It will involve 
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taking the minutes, undertaking correspondence with parishioners and 

largely North Northants Council and maintaining the Council’s accounting 

records. Training will be provided. If you would like to find out more about 

this part time role within the village, then please contact our Chairman, 

Andrew Howard, at 41 Park Street, King’s Cliffe or email - 

andrewhoward.41@gmail.com.                             Tracey Green (Parish Clerk) 

01780 470799       clerk@kingscliffe-pc.gov.uk      www.kingscliffe-pc.gov.uk 

The Underground Centre 

We are excitedly looking forward to the re-establishment of the Youth 

Club in King’s Cliffe. We have recruited a new Youth Worker and also 

secured a grant to enable us to organise a range of exciting enrichment 

activities. More details of both in the next edition whilst we also try to 

determine the best days and times! We have a few years gap to catch up 

on due to Covid and then the flood of the Underground Centre. We are 

keen to find out what the children and young people of the village and 

surrounding area would like, especially secondary school aged people, and 

would welcome any suggestions which can be made through our 

Underground Centre Facebook page. 

After the summer break our Tiddlers and Messy Play sessions for under 5s 

restart: Tiddlers – Monday 9.30 – 11.00am and Messy Play — Thursdays 

9.30 – 11.30am (Underground Centre) and Messy Play also at Warmington 

on Tuesdays. Watch out for details too for our Scarecrow Trail, Spooky 

Snacktacular and Lunch with Santa.                               Underground Trustees 

King’s Cliffe Active 

Plans for a Pumptrack in the ‘Our Space’ area at the bottom of our site 

below the MUGA are progressing. This explanation courtesy of the 

Warmington Cycle Project, “A pump track is designed for all things on 

wheels. From mountain bikes to BMXs, skateboards and scooters. It 

combines rolling jumps with turns which are accessible for all – a feature 

that a 5 year old can roll through can be used as a gap jump for a 
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professional! There is an opportunity to learn basic skills of carrying 

momentum, balance and speed by using your arms and legs to pump your 

bike/board/scooter around the track. As you get better the tracks are 

designed to provide more challenges for you with no changes to the 

construction.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have made good progress with a number of grant funding applications, 

against our target of £85,000 and have approached the King’s Cliffe Parish 

Council and North Northamptonshire Council for support. Please watch out 

for details of our Crowdfunding campaign launching in September, which 

will hopefully include securing match funding from British Cycling or Sport 

England. This means if we establish and reach a £5000 fundraising target 

we will secure an immediate extra £5000. Hopefully the combination of the 

strong level of interest already shown in the building of the Pumptrack 

with the opportunity for your donations to be doubled (not forgetting gift 

aid too) will propel us to reaching the target. If from all our fundraising 

efforts we exceed our targets, which we believe is possible, we will look at 

adding some additional skateboard elements or upgrading our basketball 

area. All to improve the facilities for the children and young people of the 

village and surrounding area. We would welcome your support. 

We are currently recruiting for a Cleaner and a Caretaker, if either of these 

two roles are of interest please get in touch. 

                                                                           Simon Fairhall (Chair of Trustees) 

07767 390516  -  simon.fairhall@btinternet.com 



Transition King’s Cliffe 

10 

Transition King’s Cliffe  for environment and community 

Sustainable(ish) Living Workshop:  As 

mentioned in last month’s Gazette this will be 

taking place on Sunday 18th September in the 

lower community room at King’s Cliffe Active. 

Exact timings to be confirmed (but likely 10am 

to 3pm), and a light lunch/refreshments will be 

provided. We are so lucky to have Jen Gale, 

Are you aged 16+ and starting an apprenticeship,  

embarking on a trade, starting sixth form,  

college or university? 

The King’s Cliffe Endowed School Foundation may be able to make a 

small grant for equipment, books, travel or other agreed necessities. 

These grants are available for students who are residing in King’s Cliffe and 

have been for at least two years, and who have attended the King’s Cliffe 

Endowed School, Oundle and King’s Cliffe Middle School or Prince William 

School, Oundle. 

The application form and further information can be obtained from the 

Clerk, Regina Pugh, email: educationgrants@kingscliffe.net Tel: 01780 

470081. 

All applications must be accompanied by a letter of acceptance from the 

place of study along with a hand written letter to the Trustees explaining 

how the grant will benefit you. Applications should be submitted to the 

Clerk by 30th September 2022. 

All grants are awarded solely at the discretion of the Trustees and will  

consider a total of 3 applications per person through the years of study/

apprenticeship.  

                                                KING’S CLIFFE ENDOWED SCHOOL FOUNDATION 

Registered Charity No. 309790 

Registered company Limited by Guarantee No. 10284527 
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author of ‘Sustainable(ish) Living Guide’ and the ‘Sustainable(ish) Guide to 

Green Parenting’ coming to our village to deliver this training in person! 

Jen is a friendly, inspiring trainer who has amassed a huge Facebook 

following of over 17,000 people, keen on doing their bit and sharing ideas 

for the ‘imperfectly green’. Her positivity and excitement are infectious 

and you will feel uplifted and inspired. If you are interested and would like 

more details, please email april@transitionkingscliffe.org.uk. Don’t delay, 

places are limited.  

TKC AGM:  Our AGM will be on Tuesday 20th September at 8pm in the 

Cross Keys. Feel free to come along and hear what we’ve been up to over 

the last year! New ideas and volunteers are always welcome, and this is an 

ideal opportunity to get involved. We’re a friendly bunch doing our 

imperfect best to protect our planet. Do let us know if you’re coming so 

we know how much room we need, and we will send out the agenda etc 

nearer the time. 

TKC Bikefix:  The next Bikefix will be held on Saturday 3rd September 

between 10am and 12pm in Forest Approach. The prolonged dry weather 

has given us lots of opportunities to get out on two wheels, so maybe a bit 

of minor maintenance is becoming due? If your bikes not working 100% 

bring it along and we can check it over. 

TKC Wildplaces:  After a ferocious summer of heat and drought, by the 

time this Gazette is published, I hope we will have managed to get the 

various wildflower meadows around the village cut and raked off ready for 

the spring flowers next year. It’s always tough for the volunteers to get 

through it all in August, but particularly so this year, so massive thanks to 

those who turned out. Without your efforts we would not have these 

wonderful displays and insect populations each year. 

For September we will be tidying up the pond and stream areas on 

Maltings Green. It can look a little brutal as we do need to clear out a lot 

of overgrowth from all areas, but it then allows everything to settle back 

down in balance over the winter. The day after Cliffe Fest, on Sunday 11th 
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 September, from 10.30am to 1pm or thereabouts, we will be on the Green 

with tools for cutting and clearing. Do come along and join us – with gloves 

and sensible footwear please – and let us know beforehand. 

TKC Christmas Fair:  A reminder to put this date in your diaries— 11am 

until 4pm on Sunday 4th December—when the Christmas Fair will be back 

in town. This event requires a lot of work to put on, so any help is very 

welcome. This could be promotion, leaflet distribution, decorating/setting 

up, directing traffic, selling raffle tickets, and so on. Also, we would like to 

hear from any new potential stallholders out there who might be interested 

in joining us. You must be a small independent business or crafter making 

good quality products, based within a 15-mile radius of King’s Cliffe. Green 

credentials are also very desirable, such as a reuse/recycle/upcycle 

element, and locally sourced ingredients/components. If you’re interested 

in helping out or being a stallholder, please contact 

kate@transitionkingscliffe.org.uk. Thank you. 

Contact:  To get involved or for more information, please get in touch: 

info@transitionkingscliffe.org.uk       www.transitionkingscliffe.org.uk;  

Facebook: Transition King’s Cliffe .                        Charles Tomalin (Secretary) 

Nature Notes for August and September 

Leaving in its wake parched lawns and wilting herbaceous borders, the hot 

weather has not created a friendly environment for wildlife. Normally, the 

buddleia would be awash with butterflies like Peacock, Red Admiral and 

Small Tortoiseshell, but with the flowers finishing early, there is no sign of 

any of them. Equally, bumble bees are usually numerous but, again, they 

are nowhere to be seen. This absence of pollinating insects is a concern for 

the future. 

Looking skywards, I await the promised rain that we all hope will begin to 

redress the balance. Not a drop so far although the cooler temperature is 

welcome. 

Robins, Blackbirds and Blue Tits continue to feed their fast maturing young 
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around the garden and their begging chirps and tweets continue until 

early evening. Apart from the cries of Red Kites and Buzzards high above, 

the skies are largely silent now. Our Swifts departed some time ago and 

the majority of House Martins have now joined them on their southward 

journey. 

One bright spot is that our resident hedgehog emerges after dusk to 

nuzzle around in search of slugs and other food. It always makes its way to 

the shallow pond sunk into one of the borders. Here it can drink safely 

without any danger of sliding into deeper water and possibly drowning. No 

sign of any young yet but I keep looking out for them.                      Fledgling 

The Way We Were 

As children in the village return to school after the summer holidays, I 

have been looking through the earliest Headteacher’s Log Book from our 

school to see what summer holidays the children had when it opened in 

Park Street in 1873. Initially there were two separate schools, one for boys 

and one for girls. The oldest Log Book is from the Boys’ School, covering 

the years 1873 to 1910. 

What we call ‘summer holidays’ today, were then the ‘harvest holidays’ 

usually lasting for just four weeks. Those so-called holiday weeks were 

often filled with hard work for the children, especially the boys, who were 

relied on to help get in the harvest. Gleaning in the fields after harvest was 

important for many families. Mothers and children would gather the fallen 

grains which could then be taken to the village millers to be ground into 

flour and used for baking to feed the family.  

The timing of the harvest holidays varied year to year according to the 

readiness of the crops and the state of the weather. In 1873, harvest 

holidays began on 18th August and ended on 12th September, but in 1879 

the harvest must have been late because the holidays didn’t start until 8th 

September and school returned on 10th October. It was often the case 

that there was very poor attendance when school resumed after the 

harvest holidays, as many of the boys were still needed in the fields. 



The Way We Were 

14 

 Sometimes, the return to school was delayed by the weather, as in 1883 

when ‘rainy weather’ meant the harvest holidays were extended by a 

week. Outbreaks in the village of diseases such as Scarlet Fever could lead 

to the school having to be closed on the instructions of the County 

Medical Officer of Health. In 1888 just such a closure for five weeks 

coincided with the harvest holidays. Closing the school was an attempt to 

limit the spread of this potentially fatal disease but harvesting had to carry 

on and children not infected would no doubt have been hard at work still. 

In 1901, some of the boys had a break from harvest work – they went on a 

two-week Boys’ Camp at Mablethorpe! In the years up to 1910, the 

holidays became longer: a 5 week ‘summer holiday’ following Feast Week, 

the annual village holiday around the end of July and beginning of August.  

These days, summer holidays are less work and more play, with the 

Willowbrook being a favourite spot to have fun and keep cool especially 

this summer! There’s nothing new in that, as you can see in the delightful 

photograph below. The date of the picture is uncertain but thought to be 

around 1950. I would love to hear from anyone who can tell me more 

about it.                                              Sue Trow-Smith for King’s Cliffe Heritage 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children playing in the river at the bottom of First Drift. The photograph is 
from Canon Bryan’s slide collection, now in our KCH Archives.  
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Rutland 
Open Studios 

 

 

 

 

 

Paintings by 
Heather Harrison 

Lavender Cottage 

5 Main Street, Laxton 

near Corby, NN17 3AT 

 

September 

10
th

 & 11
th

 

17
h

 & 18
h

  

24
h

 & 25
h 

from 11am - 4pm 

 

heatherharrisonart.co.uk 

mailto:heatherlindaharrison@gmail.com


Announcements 

16 

 



Announcements 

17 

SEPTEMBER CONCERT 
 

with international harpist 

ELEANOR TURNER 

  

& celebrated soprano  

CAROLINE TRUTZ 
 

FRIDAY 16th SEPTEMBER at 7.30 pm 
ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH, LAXTON 

 
Tickets price £15 each, available from  

heatherlindaharrison@gmail.com 

or phone 07507 332087 

or book online (booking fee applies) 

http://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/laxton-church-concert-tickets-377875685347 

Cash Bar 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/laxton-church-concert-tickets-377875685347
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Northamptonshire Historic Churches Trust 

in support of Northamptonshire’s Beautiful Churches 

Saturday 10th September 
Between 10.00am and 6.00pm 

A day in the open air ... plan your own route 

350 + stunning churches and chapels 

Open ... warm welcome ... refreshments at many 

All sponsorship money received will be divided equally 

between the NHCT and the church or chapel chosen by you. 

Sponsorship forms and a list of open churches and chapels 

are available from our local churches. 
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St Nicholas Church, Bulwick 

Coffee Morning:  Saturday 3rd September at the 

Village Centre, 10-12 noon. Cakes, preserves and 

items of interest are always on offer to 

purchase, plus there will be a raffle, teas, coffees 

and squash. It will be a good opportunity to 

catch-up with one another and all proceeds will 

go to the Macmillan Nurses and church funds. 

Dress A Girl Around the World:  Sessions will resume on Monday 19th 

September at 2pm in the Church. Please note the change of day to 

Monday afternoons. A further two sessions on Monday 17th October and 

21st November will take us to the end of the year for our sessions. Ladies, 

you are doing the most wonderful things for those in need, and believe 

me, the Crisis centre very much appreciates our help from such a small, 

but very talented group of individuals. 

Churchyard Tidy:  Thank you to Blatherwycke residents and Blatherwycke 

Estate for keeping the Holy Trinity churchyard in good order. St Nicholas 

also has good support from parishioners, so many thanks for all who help. 

There will be an Autumn churchyard tidy at St Nicholas scheduled for 

Saturday 22nd October at 10:00am. Anyone wishing to help on that day 

will be most welcome. 

Ride & Stride:  Sponsorship forms for the 

Northamptonshire Historic Churches Ride 

and Stride Event are available for those 

who would like to take part. This event is a 

marvellous way of raising funds for a 

church or chapel of your choice as 50% of 

any monies raised will be donated to that 

chapel or church. You can enjoy walking or cycling to different venues, sign 

the register of attendance, take a break, then carry on; what a good way 

to spend an hour or two! The recording register for Blatherwycke will be 
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Laxton Village Hall 

As I write during yet another record setting 

heatwave, I am optimistic that September is 

bringing some rain, for the sake of the plants at 

least, which if I am honest is not a sentence I 

thought I would be writing from England! I am also 

very hopeful that everyone has made it through 

the heatwaves relatively unscathed, particularly 

our local farmers who are under multiple threats from fires and crop 

failures due to the extreme heat. We very much appreciate all their hard 

work. 

Sadly, I must begin the Laxton submission with some disappointing news; 

Unfortunately, due to family commitments Pilates will not be 

recommencing in September. We know the group will be very much 

missed! The end of the Pilates group leaves a free evening in the Village 

Bulwick Contacts 

Bulwick Village Centre:  Email - bulwickvillagecentre@gmail.com 

Bulwick Parish Council:  Email - info@bulwickpc.org.uk  

                                            (see also noticeboard outside shop entrance) 

Bulwick Village Shop:  Email - hello@thepickled.shop 

                                          Phone - 01780 450774 

New Lodge Farm shop and café:  Email - shop@newlodgefarm.com 

                                                             Phone - 01780 450493 

situated in the church porch. St Nicholas church has a wedding on that day 

so the recording register will be located at the Village Centre, which is 

situated across the road from the church. Like most churches, St Nicholas 

is in need of funding to progress with repairs or reports/surveys, so try 

and help your church if you can.         Alma O’Neill, Churchwarden (450300) 



News from Laxton 

23 

Hall. If you have any suggestions or submissions for another group for 

Wednesday evenings, please let someone on the committee know or 

email info@laxtonvillagehall.org. 

Coffee Morning:  Members of the Village Hall Committee hosted the 

August Coffee Morning on one of the hottest days of the summer. 

Villagers and friends managed to stay reasonably cool in the hall and 

enjoyed the normal tea, coffee and cakes plus sausage rolls this month. 

This month we raised just over £50.00 for hall funds. The September 

Coffee Morning will be held on Saturday 10th September at 10.30am to 

12.30pm. A selection of chat, tea, coffee, cakes will be available. RITA will 

arrive at 12.00. All are very welcome. 

Laxton Bloomers:  The group are now meeting in Laxton gardens. The 

hosts in August were Glenys and Neville, delicious wine and excellent 

company were enjoyed by all along with some inspiring gardening tips. 

The next meeting will be on the 6th September when there will be the 

opportunity to visit Heather’s garden.  

Book Club:  The book club will meet on the 13th of 

September at 7.30pm. New members are always 

welcome. If you would like more information on the 

group, please message John McCrone either via  

info@laxtonvillagehall.org or on 07522 862723.  

Arts and Crafts Group:  The Arts and Crafts group, run by the brilliant 

Vivien Harvey, continues on the 20th of September between 7.30 and 

9.30pm. The group is informal and everyone brings aeir own project to 

work on, with some friendly support and chat alongside. If you are 

interested in being part of this group or have any questions, please see 

Vivien or email info@laxtonvillagehall.org.  

Pub Night:  The next Pub night will be on Thursday the 29th of September 

from 7.30pm with the usual crisps, chocolate, soft drinks as well as 

alcohol! Please attend if you can.                                                 The Mortlocks 
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CHRISTMAS  WREATH  WORKSHOPS 

AT   Westhay Lodge Barn,  King’s Cliffe 
Come & create your own Christmas ring for your door or table. 

Natural foliage and seasonal accessories. 

£50  includes all materials, a glass of fizz and seasonal refreshments. 
Small intimate classes that will fill up quickly so please book ASAP! 

Thursday 1st December:  Evening workshop 6 – 9pm  

Friday 2nd December:  Morning workshop 10am – 12.30 
                                       Afternoon workshop 2—4.30pm 

Sunday 4th December:  Morning workshop 10am—12.30 
                                           Afternoon workshop   2 – 4.30pm 

To book please email:  maryatwesthay@aol.com 

Floral design for all occasions. Event Organiser. 

CLAY PIGEON LESSONS 
PRIVATE TUITION 

ON LOCAL FARM 
EVENINGS OR WEEKENDS  
EVERYTHING PROVIDED. 

 

 
 
 
 

With William Fenn 

TO BOOK or for more  
information email: 

maryatwesthay@aol.com 
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Sports facilities available for hire by individuals or clubs including 

• Floodlit Netball and Tennis Courts (from £5 per hour) 
• Community room perfect for parties or meetings (£10 per hour) 
• Full size grass pitches (from £40 per match) 
• Floodlit MUGA 3G multi-use games area (from £25 per hour) 

To hire please contact Margaret on 0333 0062129, message us on 
Facebook or email enquiries@kcactive.co.uk 
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Beautiful curtains, blinds and soft furnishings 
designed and created to compliment your home. 

 
 

For a free 
home consultation 

and quote call 
07957 686595  

www.georginascurtainsandkeepsakes.com 
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R E Newton Ltd (Nassington) 
SPECIALIST CARPENTRY JOINERY & BUILDING WORK 

The Complete Refurbishment Specialist 

 Internal alterations to Extensions 

 Listed & Period Building Specialist 

 Hand Made Kitchens to your design and colour 

 Built in Wardrobes to cupboards/bookcases 

 Purpose made joinery – windows and doors 

Est. Since 1989 

www.renewton.com      Email: Edward@renewton.wanadoo.co.uk 

Tel:   Daytime 07831 256087   Evening 01780 782704 

FOR ALL YOUR CARPENTRY AND BUILDING NEEDS 

K.C. PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
KING’S CLIFFE 

• Extensions, Renovations, 
Conversions etc. 

• Repointing, Patios, Paving. 

• Stonework, Brickwork, 
Garden Walls. 

• Groundworks & Footings. 

• Digger Hire & Driver. 

• Plastering. 

• Interior & Exterior Decorating. 

FOR FREE QUOTATIONS PLEASE CALL 

KEVIN CUNNINGTON 
07946 139754 

MATT CZEREMSZNSKY 
07984 956947 

 

Bespoke picture 
framing 

Oils, watercolour, textiles, etc. 
Large or small. 

Contact: 

FELICITY THISTLETHWAITE 
m: 07943 127979 

t: 01780 470275 

e: fthistlethwaite@ 
    rocketmail.com 
    www.efflejay.co.uk 
Member of the Fine Art Trade Guild 
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Are your carpets and upholstery in need of a freshen up? 
Look no further! 

Fully trained and insured to clean carpets and upholstery 
for both domestic and commercial clients. 

Colin Smith is local to the area and can give you a 
competitive quote today. 

Don’t hesitate, give him a ring on  
01780 471015 or 07919857311  

Email:  mysmartcarpet@yahoo.co.uk 

Martin James 

The Village Sweep 

Your local chimney sweeping service. 

Stove repairs: rope seals, firebricks etc. 

Certificates issued.    Fully insured. 

07749 438567 

01780 470275 

mhj1@btinternet.com 
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Ranger 
Gas 
 

Servicing/Breakdown 

Installation of all Gas 
Appliances 

Oil/Gas/LPG 

Heat pumps/Solar 

Tel:  07824 443062 
Email: 
Jamieheating@gmail.com 
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PETER RIDDINGTON LANDSCAPING  

We install Patios, Driveways, Ponds, Stone Walls, 

Decking and Fencing. 

We plant Trees and shrubs and offer a complete 

Garden Maintenance. 

We supply and lay turf or grass seed with lawn management. 

Garden design service provided. 

Contact Peter Riddington today for a free quotation 

Telephone:  01780 783004         Mobile  07860 962068 

Email:  peter@peterriddington.co.uk 
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CROWSONS 
D.W. Gunn DipFD 

A FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS 
SERVING THE COMMUNITY 

FOR OVER ONE HUNDRED YEARS 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BARNWELL, OUNDLE, PETERBOROUGH, PE8 5PS 

01832 
272269 

01832 
272269 

• Caring personal attention 
• Chapels of rest 
• 24 hour service to all areas 
• Flowers and catering available 
• Memorials 
• Advice on Golden Charter pre-payment Schemes 

 

An independent and privately-owned, family-run 

funeral directors based in Uppingham, offering a 

sensitive and dignified service to help support you 

through a difficult time and provide peace of mind. 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 

PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLANS AVAILABLE 

Tel: 01572 823976 

www.emdormanfunerals.co.uk 
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Village Pizzas 
Open Tue – Sat for 

Collection  4.30pm – 10pm 

or Delivery  6pm till 10pm 

01780 
784587 

View our Menu at 
www.villagepizzas.co.uk 
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 Early years education for children aged 2 – 4 

Growing a Love for Learning 
King’s Cliffe Endowed Pre-school offers the highest 

standards of care and play opportunities for children 

aged 2 to 4 years. 

Our ethos is to nurture and establish our children’s love 

for learning and exploration by providing the best 

possible experiences and opportunities. 

We now have an amazing Early Years Outdoor Area. 

Fully funded places available. 

For more information please contact the School Office 

on 01780 470259 or email katy.evans@kceps.co.uk 

We offer sessions that  

run from 9.00am until 3.00pm. 

 
Please visit our website at www.kingscliffeschool.co.uk for 

more information about our wonderful Pre-School  

King’s Cliffe Endowed 
Pre-School, 

Kings Forest, King’s Cliffe, 
PE8 6XS. 
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Simba’s Den Day Nursery 
Main Street, Bulwick, NN17 3DY 

Outstanding homely childcare in an idyllic countryside location 

Open all year Monday to Friday 8am–6pm 

Fully funded 2 and 3 year old places available. 

Pre-school led by an early year’s professional. 

Close links to all schools. 

Weekly Ballet lessons from 2 years. 

Weekly forest school sessions at Fineshade wood. 

Lovely large outside area. 

Telephone: 01780 450937 

Email/Web: info@simbasden.co.uk   www.simbasden.co.uk 



Diary 

 

The Gazette is published by All Saints and St James Church, King’s Cliffe 

as a service to the community.  It is written, edited and distributed by 

volunteers from all three parishes.  An electronic version is available here: 

www.kingscliffe.church/gazette 

Gazette Contacts 

You are requested to make contact by Email whenever possible. 

Editor (Articles, News and Events): Jo Jones,  gazette@kingscliffe.church 

Commercial Advertising: Andrea Fern,  andrea.fern@avus-consulting.co.uk 

The Closing Date for all copy is the 15th of the previous month. 

September 
  3 Sept Bulwick Coffee Morning 10:00-12:00 Village Centre, Bulwick 

  3 Sept TKC Bikefix 10:00-12:00 Forest Approach, KC 

  4 Sept KC Village Hall Teas 14:30-17:00 Village Hall, KC 

  6 Sept Laxton Bloomers 19:30-21:00 A Laxton Garden 

  8 Sept Women’s Fellowship 14:00 Parish Church, KC 

  8 Sept KCPC Meeting 19:30 KC Active 

10 Sept Ride and Stride 10:00-18:00 Parish Churches 

10 Sept Laxton Coffee Morning 10:30-12:30 Village Hall, Laxton 

10 Sept Cliffe Fest 12:00-22:00 KC Active 

10 Sept KC Teas  13:00-16:30 KC Active 

11 Sept TKC Wildplaces Workparty 10:30-13:00 Maltings Green, KC 

13 Sept Laxton Book Club 19:30-21:00 Village Hall, Laxton 

14 Sept KC Coffee Morning 10:30 Parish Church, KC 

18 Sept TKC Sustainable(ish) Living 10:00-15:00 KC Active 

18 Sept KC Village Hall Teas 14:30-17:00 Village Hall, KC 

19 Sept Dress A Girl Workshop 14:00-16:00 Parish Church, Bulwick 

20 Sept Laxton Arts and Crafts 19:30-21:30 Village Hall, Laxton 

20 Sept TKC AGM 20:00-21:30 The Cross Keys, KC 

24 Sept Eat for Charity Fundraiser 12:00-14:00 Parish Church, KC 

24 Sept Visiting Bell Ringers 16:45-17:30 Parish Church, Bulwick 

25 Sept KC Heritage Centre Open 14:00-17:00 27 Bridge St, KC 

28 Sept KCGA Meeting 19:30 KC Active 

29 Sept Pub Night 19:30-21:00 Village Hall, Laxton 


