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 Curate on the Hill 

I hope everyone had a very happy Easter. 

Whatever your beliefs, it is a season of 

resurrection and renewal. Nature is showing 

the way with the changes in weather, the 

flowering of plants and the growth from 

sown seeds. In the Church we celebrate the 

resurrection of Christ from Easter Sunday up 

until Pentecost, which this year is 5th June. 

You might know Pentecost as Whitsun. The season of Easter is a time for 

celebration and joy. It sits in stark contrast to the season of Lent.  

I imagine, like me, people in our villages are looking forward to the 

weather improving, getting out and about and socialising more. Also, on 

the horizon is the Jubilee weekend. As the Queen is the Head of the 

Church of England, it will be another reason to celebrate and rejoice.  

There seems to be a bit of a theme here - I am feeling the need to 

celebrate. Although Covid is still part of our lives, it appears to be a 

different aspect of life to that of the darkest days of a worldwide 

pandemic. I do reflect on those who, for whatever reason, still feel the 

same pressures. Whether due to being clinically vulnerable, unable to be 

vaccinated or suffering with the mental strain of the last two years. I also 

think of all those who don’t live somewhere that has had the vaccination 

roll out we have been able to have.  

My focus over the Easter season will be on sharing the Easter joy with as 

many people as possible. Whether we see it or not, the world is still full of 

beauty and joy and I encourage us all to look afresh around us in childlike 

wonder at the beauty everywhere.                                                Rev Keir Dow 

01780 753283      keir.dow@kingscliffe.church 
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Church Services in May 

All Saints and St James – King’s Cliffe 

  1 May 10:30 Holy Communion 

  8 May 10:30 Holy Communion 

15 May 10:30 Morning Worship 

22 May 10:30 Holy Communion 

29 May 10:30 Holy Communion 

St Nicholas – Bulwick 

  8 May 10:30 Holy Communion 

All Saints – Laxton 

  1 May 09:00 Holy Communion 

22 May 17:00 Evening Prayer 

The Benefice of 

King’s Cliffe, Bulwick & Blatherwycke and Laxton 

Curate Revd Keir Dow 753283 

Lay Minister Sophy Jubb                 clerk@kingscliffe.church 

Reader David Teall 450407 

General Enquiries (Messages picked up weekly)     479249 

Clerk (Baptisms & Weddings) Sophy Jubb                 clerk@kingscliffe.church 

Churchwardens 

King’s Cliffe Felicity Thistlethwaite 470275 

 Susannah Sutton  07990 088228 

Bulwick & Blatherwycke Alma O’Neill 450300 

Laxton Michael Harrison 450362 

 Rupert Boyle 450260 
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King’s Cliffe Ecumenical Women’s Fellowship Group 

Last month our reading and prayers focused on the Easter story and the 

war in Ukraine. Afterwards, I shared some of my embroidery pieces with 

the rest of the group. Our thanks to Sheila, who made a delicious Simnel 

cake and served our refreshments, and also to those who assisted with the 

meeting. 

Following our lunch in March, we were able to donate £100 to the Ukraine 

Appeal. We shall meet again in the CHAOS room, in King’s Cliffe Church on 

Thursday, 5th May at 2:00pm, when Brenda Wright will be our speaker. 

Do come along!                                                                                  Christine Ball 

Church Coffee Morning 

We had a lovely coffee morning this month with Easter refreshments, 

coffee and tea. A few extra people arrived as it was school holidays 

including two young ladies, also a new resident to the village which was 

very nice. An ideal occasion to make new friends. Thank you to everyone 

who helped, including the raffle prizes. All the proceeds go to the parish 

church. Our next coffee morning will be held on Wednesday 11th May at 

10.30am at the back of the church. Everyone is warmly welcome, hope to 

see you there.                                                                        Church Coffee Team 

Christian Aid Week 2022 

Christian Aid Week 2022 starts on the 15th May and finishes on 21st May. 

The combined effects of the Covid -19 pandemic and the climate crisis 

have robbed parents in Zimbabwe of the power to provide for their 

children. Now, 7000 miles away, the war in Ukraine will drive up food 

prices in Zimbabwe and around the globe. Without the fertiliser and food - 

like wheat and cooking oil - that Ukraine and Russia produce, vulnerable 

families will be pushed even deeper into hunger.  

Your gifts this Christian Aid Week could help families set up water taps on 

farms, learn to grow food, and provide seeds that thrive in drought – 

giving them all they need to turn their dry, dusty land into a garden of 
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hope. To join in this Christian Aid Week, you can donate online by 

scanning the QR code below with your smartphone camera or look out for 

a link on the King’s Cliffe Facebook Community Page. If you would prefer 

to give cash please contact Jo on 07932007246 for a Christian Aid Week 

envelope.                                                                                                      Jo Jones 

 

 

 

 

 

Choral Concert 

Oundle and District Choral Society will perform Dvorak's Mass in D major, 

Vaughan Williams' Five mystical songs and Arnesen's Eja Mater in Oundle 

School Chapel on Saturday 14th May at 7.30pm. Conducted by Quentin 

Thomas. Tickets £10, under 18s £5, from Creative Oundle, on the door or 

from Tessa Leuchars in the village.                                              Tessa Leuchars 

King’s Cliffe Gardeners’ Association 

Our meeting this month will be on Wednesday 25th May at Burghley. 

Meet at 6.30pm in the car park (Barnack Road entrance). Peter Glassey 

will meet us and take us for ‘A Walk in the Park’ amongst Burghley’s 

ancient trees. This is open to all, members and non-members. Modest 

charge tba. Own transportation. 

Watch out for details on the new King’s Cliffe Gardeners’ Association 

Facebook page regarding our visit to Wrest Park on Wednesday 22nd 

June. Coach transportation. 

Tips for May. Watch out for late frosts, and protect new buds. Delay 

planting out bedding until the soil has really warmed up and there are no 

more frosts. Acclimatise slowly by putting out during warmest part of the 
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 day and gradually extending the time, and remembering to bring them in 

to protect tender shoots. Earth up potatoes (even if first leaves frosted). If 

we have a dry spell make sure newly planted trees and shrubs are well 

watered. Check ties on established trees and make sure they are not too 

tight for this year’s growth. Put supports in place for tall plants before 

copious growth or heavy blooms, like peonies. Thin out seedlings and save 

any excess and grow on for the King’s Cliffe Plant Sale in aid of church 

funds on Friday 3rd June.                                                              Lindsay Kubicki 

Jubilee Planters 

As you may have heard, lots of village events are being planned for the 

four days of the Jubilee. To bring a bit of colour to the celebrations, we are 

asking all villagers to plant up a planter of any type or size which can be 

safely positioned outside your house. Those living along West Street and 

Park Street could perhaps plant up hanging baskets or put a pot in your 

window if there isn’t room to safely put a pot near to your doorstep. 

On Sunday the 8th May we are planning a potting up session in Hall Yard. 

Everyone can come along and bring a planter to pot up. For a small 

donation there will be some pots that have been donated for those that 

don’t have their own containers. Plants and compost will also be available 

to purchase or you can bring your own with you. We are going with a red, 

white and blue theme. 

More details will follow so please keep a watch out on the Village 

Community Facebook page and the newly formed King’s Cliffe Gardeners’ 

Association Facebook page.                                                                 June Hakes 

Village Hall Teas 

Spring down for tea at the Village Hall on Sunday 15th May! We’ll be 

serving from our slightly later time of 2.30pm with ‘last orders’ at 5pm. 

Come and enjoy a variety of cakes, scones, and other goodies, all home-

baked by volunteers, with a leisurely pot of tea or coffee, freshly brewed 

just for you! Books and homemade preserves will also be on sale. All the 
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 proceeds go towards the upkeep of the Village Hall. We look forward to 

seeing you and thank you for your support.                Village Hall Teas Team 

King’s Cliffe Heritage 

The Heritage Centre will be open twice in May: on May 2nd, Bank Holiday 

Monday; and Sunday May 22nd from 2 to 5pm. The Heritage Centre at 27 

Bridge Street holds displays and village artefacts that bring to life the story 

of King’s Cliffe and its people in the past. Our collection has grown – and 

continues to grow – thanks to the contribution of many local people, 

giving or lending items for copying and sharing their memories of village 

life. Do call in if you want to learn more about the village – or dredge up 

those memories!   Inside you will find all sorts of village artefacts, including 

an important collection relating to wood-turning, a craft industry for which 

King’s Cliffe was renowned over centuries. Our extensive digital archives 

are also available there for you to search. Our regular open afternoons are 

on the 4th Sunday of the month and Bank Holiday Mondays through until 

October, from 2 to 5pm. Visits on other days, or for groups, can be 

arranged by calling our dedicated Heritage Centre number 0843 8869395.  

                                                                                                          Sue Trow-Smith 

King’s Cliffe Parish Council 

Jubilee:  The Parish Council is working with village organisations to 

encourage and promote our Jubilee celebrations. There will be more 

information in the next Gazette and programmes will be published 

throughout the village. 

Elephant Trap:  The elephant trap, which is an essential part of our flood 

management for storm water coming down Willow Lane, is in desperate 

need of repair. The Parish Council would like advice from a Structural 

Engineer as to what is the best way to safely repair the structure – if you 

are a Structural Engineer and can help please contact the Clerk. 

Sovereign Grange and Village Field:  These are due their annual tidy-up in 

September. Should anyone be interested in carrying out this task then 
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please contact the Clerk. 

Road Repairs:  There have been a particular issue with these works being 

promised, first in March, then April and now May! Repair work on 

Wansford Road will be undertaken during this financial year with a start 

date to be confirmed. The work will require a road closure and is likely to 

take two days to complete. The resurfacing of the carriageway at the 

Station Rd/Park St junction and on the mini roundabout on Wood Road is 

still awaiting a start date. 

Trees:  Our Tree Warden has confirmed we will be receiving 210 trees 

around November 2022. It was agreed that we would plant these before 

making a decision regarding applying for more.  

                                                                                      Tracey Green (Parish Clerk) 

01780 470799       clerk@kingscliffe-pc.gov.uk      www.kingscliffe-pc.gov.uk 

The Underground Centre 

Tiddlers (Mondays 9.30am – 11.00am) and Messy Play (Thursdays 9.30am 

– 11.00am) are running regularly and we’d be delighted to welcome new 

participants anytime. After the success of our ‘Breakfast with the Bunny’ 

event, our attention is now turning to the Jubilee and supporting the 

activities for children, young people and families as part of the 

programme. Planning ahead, please also note that we will be hosting our 

Annual Summer Camp in the weeks beginning 22nd and 29th August 

between 8.00am – 6.00pm each day for 5 – 11 year olds. 

Finally, we are able to bring you the return of ‘The Duck Race’ on Maltings 

Green and the Willowbrook on Sunday 3rd July 2022. We’ll be selling 

Ducks (£1) in the month up to the event in a variety of places around the 

village. We’ll include a timetable in next month’s Gazette. Please support 

our main annual fundraiser by buying and then coming down with your 

friends and family to enjoy the event, where we will have a bar, barbeque, 

inflatables, and a range of stalls and activities for all.  

                                                                                              Underground Trustees 
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To enquire about booking the King’s Cliffe Memorial Hall please email 
vhallbookings@gmail.com or phone 01780 470125. 

King’s Cliffe Active 

King’s Cliffe Active has been awarded £8877 from the Arts Council’s Let’s 

Create Jubilee Fund by Northamptonshire Community Foundation. Our 

project is a community art one, leading to the decoration of the changing 

room corridor and the large retaining wall to make a more enticing space 

alongside our new Community Room and Café.  Watch out for details of 

open sessions through May inviting the local community to come and have 

a go at a number of different art activities and contribute ideas for the 

spaces in question. We will also be holding a graffiti street art workshop 

for children and young people in conjunction with the Underground 

Centre. 

We have finally made some real steps forward with the Community 

Gardening Project and have cleared the space where the old half-pipe was 

and started to install some seating and raised beds. We are grateful for the 

donation of pallets from Beauty Naturals which we will make good reuse 

of and are pleased to have secured the support of The Barn Garden 

Centre, Oundle, to supply us with plants and seeds at a discount, starting 

with rose bushes. Watch out for details of when you can come and get 

involved building or planting. 

There has also been a step forward with our plans for the installation of a 

Pumptrack with full plans now being drawn up. But again, we will need the 

support of the local community; in this instance our fundraising plans 

include Crowdfunding and if we can achieve our target amount then this 

total will be matched by British Cycling. A strong show of community 

support will also directly support our grant funding applications. Please 

watch out for further details soon.                                               Simon Fairhall  

                                                                      (on behalf of the KC Active Trustees) 

                                                                              Simon.Fairhall@btinternet.com 
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King’s Cliffe Jubilee Schedule 

Below is the current schedule of events celebrating The Queen’s Platinum 

Jubilee in King’s Cliffe. Please note that all events are subject to change 

and timings are to be confirmed. Thank you to all the volunteers who have 

helped organise these events to ensure our village has a Jubilee 

celebration to remember for years to come.  

In Advance: 

 

Thursday 2nd June: 
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Friday 3rd June: 

 

Saturday 4th June: 

Sunday 5th June: 
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Transition King’s Cliffe  for environment and community 

Transition Bimonthly Meeting:  The next 

regular TKC meeting will be on Tuesday 3rd 

May at 7.30pm in the Cross Keys. Everyone is 

welcome and we will be discussing various 

ideas for projects for our climate and related 

issues over the next year. Why not come along 

and have a friendly chat with some like minded 

people from the community!! 

TKC Wildplaces:  In April we finished off the clearance of willow and 

brambles along Willow Walk and the area is now much clearer for flora and 

insect life. Hopefully the path itself will stay bramble free for a while! 

In May we will be back to Millennium Wood to carry on with ride widening. 

The main aim is the same – to increase light levels along the rides to 

encourage flora growth and improve these areas for insects. With the 

insects will come increased bird life of course. So, come and join us on 

Sunday 8th May. Starting at 10am as usual - meet at the village field 

entrance to the wood, by the kissing gate and bridge. If you have them then 

please bring secateurs or loppers, plus decent gloves as we will be dealing 

with small hawthorn saplings mainly. We do have some spares, but more is 

always helpful! 

In other news, our adders are now well emerged into their spring basking 

mode after the winter hibernation. Males, females and juveniles, have now 

been seen and we are hoping to do further radio tracking over the next 

couple of months. The aim is to learn more about their movements around 

the village and particularly to see whether we can get evidence of ‘our’ 

adders mixing with the Fineshade population. Our slowworms and common 

lizards are also out and about, and we have had sightings of voles and 

shrews plus a great sighting of three otters on the Willowbrook. 

Do tell us if you’re coming to the workparty on 8th, and if you’d like to join 
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the Wildplaces email list for regular updates on all things wild in King’s 

Cliffe! 

Contact:  To get involved or for more information, please get in touch: 

info@transitionkingscliffe.org.uk       www.transitionkingscliffe.org.uk;  

Facebook: Transition King’s Cliffe .                        Charles Tomalin (Secretary) 

The Way We Were 

A wooden smock windmill once stood to the south of the road from King’s 

Cliffe to Apethorpe, in a field called Mill Close. Nothing of the windmill 

remains today because it was blown down in a fierce storm in 1860. 

The smock mill was built in part of Calvehay or Mill Field, one of the five 

medieval open fields that surrounded the village and the mill is drawn on 

the Inclosure Award Map of 1813. In the 1700s the mill belonged to the 

Boughton family of farmers who sold it in 1785. The advertisement in the 

Stamford Mercury of 20th May 1785 tells us the mill had one pair of French 

stones, one pair of Peak stones and a flour-mill; and half an acre of land 

adjoining it. French millstones were made of a quartz-like stone, considered 

the finest for wheat milling and white flour production; millstones from the 

Peak District were gritstones, mostly used for grinding animal feed.  

Thomas Gamble bought the smock mill in 1785.  When he died in February 

1840 his large estate came up for sale in no fewer than twenty-eight lots.  

The auction sale notice included "an excellent Wind Corn Mill in full trade", 

standing in the field "Mill Close" next to Apethorpe Road. The tenant miller 

was Mr. Benjamin Howes. 

In September 1854, the smock mill was advertised to let by owner George 

Howes, son of Benjamin. George Howes – known as ‘Hoddy Doddy’ – was a 

successful miller and farmer, who had retired from business. The fate of 

Hoddy Doddy’s smock mill was reported in the Stamford Mercury of 2nd 

March, 1860: 

" KING'S CLIFFE - The storm which visited us on Monday and Tuesday last 

(27th & 28th February) will long be remembered in this neighbourhood.....    
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Mr. George Howes will experience a considerable pecuniary loss: his 

windmill sustained serious damage, the sails, top, and stock being carried 

away with the gale, taking a portion of the structure with it. The disastrous 

effects of the storm are to be seen everywhere around.” 

The mill was so badly damaged that it had to be demolished. 

Read more about the old mills of King’s 

Cliffe in Canon John Bryan’s essay on the 

Features page of our website 

www.kingscliffeheritage.org. 

The smock mill at King’s Cliffe may have 

looked similar to this one at Lacey Green 

in Buckinghamshire (pictured right) – the 

last surviving smock mill in the country, 

though no longer in work. 

                                               Sue Trow-Smith for King’s Cliffe Heritage 

Nature Notes for April and May 

Higher still and higher 

From the earth thou springest, 

Like a cloud of fire; 

The blue deep thou wingest, 

And singing still dost soar, and soaring 

ever singest. 

These lines from an “Ode to a Skylark” by 

Percy Bysshe Shelley capture the essence 

of Skylark behaviour as they sing to us 

from above some of our local fields. They 

can ascend to 300 metres above us when 

they become a mere speck in the sky and some of their lowest notes never 

reach our ears. Their song is long and continuous, often lasting for many 

minutes and only ending as they descend to earth. 
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As ground nesting birds of arable and pasture land, the population of 

Skylarks has declined dramatically mainly due to changes in agricultural 

practices. The move to autumn drilling of cereal crops has had the greatest 

impact because the crop grows taller and much thicker much earlier in the 

year. This results in only one brood being possible rather than two or even 

three when crops were spring sown. As a result, the losses caused by 

predation of nests by foxes, stoats and other birds cannot be offset and 

the population continues to decline. 

Research has demonstrated that leaving two squares each of 16 square 

metres unsown per hectare allows the breeding season to be extended 

and bird numbers begin to increase. Some farmers are adopting this 

approach as a conservation measure with only a small impact on revenue 

generation. 

Perhaps there is hope for the Skylark and the joy it brings after all! 

                                                                                                                      Fledgling 

Paws for Thought 

The Theological Education of Rectory Puppy 

Welcome to the next instalment of the 

continuing theological education of Jessie (the 

rectory puppy) under the wise tutelage of Lexie 

(a wise old dog with formal theological training 

and many years’ experience). 

Jessie:  Lent was hard. 

Lexie:  Yes, but Easter is great, isn’t it? 

Jessie:  Oh yes, but Rev Keir said we cannot eat chocolate. 

Lexie:  Yes, it is poisonous to dogs. 

Jessie:  I think it is just an excuse so that Rev Keir can eat it all. 

Lexie:  We did get extra bones and sausages. 

Jessie:  But it only lasted one day, Lent went on forever. 

Lexie:  That is where you are wrong. 
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Jessie:  What???? 

Lexie:  Easter lasts until Pentecost at the beginning of June. 

Jessie:  You mean there is more Easter celebration? 

Lexie:  Yes, but people tend to forget. 

Jessie:  I see, in that case I am going to remind everyone.  

Lexie:  How are you going to do that. 

Jessie:  Well, Easter is about Joy? 

Lexie:  Yes. 

Jessie:  And if Easter lasts so long, we should share joy. 

Lexie:  Yes. 

Jessie:  I am going to greet everyone I meet with joy and love. 

Lexie:  I love your enthusiasm, but I am not sure people will notice a   

             change, that is how you greet them anyway. 

Jessie:  Yes, I know, but now Lent is over, I can jump up at people again. 

Lexie:  I know you gave up jumping up for Lent, but that doesn’t mean you  

            should go right back afterwards. 

Jessie:  Why not? 

Lexie:  Well that period of Lent is supposed to teach you something. 

Jessie:  Like what? 

Lexie:  How to live a better life. 

Jessie:  Hmmm, not sure about that. 

Lexie:  Did people prefer you not jumping up? 

Jessie:  Yes, but… 

Lexie:  Perhaps a way of showing love and joy might involve not jumping  

             up? 

Jessie:  I suppose? 

Lexie:  So now you have used your Lent challenge to improve yourself.  

Jessie:  Well, I sort of get it. 

Lexie:  It is all about reminding ourselves of love and joy and leading a  

            better life. 

Jessie:  I’m just glad I didn’t give up sausages, that would’ve been awful. 

Rev Keir Dow 
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King’s Cliffe Club 

Fortnightly BINGO starts  

Sunday 1st May  
(plus April Football Draw) 

BINGO continues 15th & 29th May  
(plus May Football Draw). 

 

Saturday 21st May 
‘Kurmujan’ make a welcome  

return to entertain us. 
 

2nd - 5th June 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 

Lots of events have been planned,  

 follow us on our Facebook page  

to keep up with all the activities. 
 

Opening Tines 
Mondays: Closed 

Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Thursdays: 
12 noon to 2pm & 5pm to 11pm 

Fridays & Saturdays: 12 noon to 12 midnight 
Sundays: 12 noon to 11pm 

 

Day and weekend passes available 

New members always welcome 
C.I.U. Affiliated 
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St. Nicholas Church, Bulwick 

Platinum Jubilee Celebrations:  All households in Bulwick should have 

received a cloth pennant to decorate with a tributary message to celebrate 

the Platinum Jubilee. Once you have made your design, please place your 

pennant in the pennant collection box situated at the back of the church, so 

they can be made into bunting. The deadline for this is the 14th May. The 

floral arrangers will be busy with the florals display in the church. By 

Thursday 2nd June all should be ready for the village to come together at 

6pm to raise a glass or two to Her Majesty. Bring your own drink/

refreshments and gather together in the church and churchyard to get the 

party started. Get involved in this community event and let’s make it a 

great village celebration. 

Annual Horticultural Show:  Staged in the church over the August bank 

holiday weekend (27th & 28th August), schedules have now been circulated 

to Bulwick, Blatherwycke and Laxton. If you have not received a copy and 

would like to enter the show, please give me a call on 01780 450300. 

Coffee Morning:  The first coffee morning of the year was held on Saturday 

2nd April. £210 was raised and donated to The Local Air Ambulance and a 

further £105 was donated to St Nicholas Church. It was a good opportunity 

to catch-up over a coffee, have a good raffle and buy lovely craft items from 

knitted and sewn items to bird nesting boxes, home-made preserves and 

much more. A big thank you to all who attended the April bash, and to the 

ladies who made scrumptious cakes and biscuits. Also, thank you to Derek 

and Val for helping in the sale room.  

The May date is Saturday 7th May 10:00am – 12noon, proceeds will be 

donated to Cancer Research UK and St Nicholas. Don’t miss it, come along 

and find out what’s happening for the Platinum Jubilee and future events. If 

you want to help at future events, come along and pledge your support so 

that we can continue with this community event. 

Alma O’Neill, Churchwarden (450300) 
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Bulwick Contacts 

Bulwick Village Centre:  Email - bulwickvillagecentre@gmail.com 

Bulwick Parish Council:  Email - info@bulwickpc.org.uk  

                                            (see also noticeboard outside shop entrance) 

Bulwick Village Shop:  Email - hello@thepickled.shop 

                                          Phone - 01780 450774 

New Lodge Farm shop and café:  Email - shop@newlodgefarm.com 

                                                             Phone - 01780 450493 

Bulwick Village Centre 

SATURDAY 7TH MAY 2022 
10:00am—12:00 noon 

 
 
 
 
 

COFFEE MORNING 
Raffle, homemade preserves, craft items, plus other items 

for sale in the Sale Room (Village Market Place) 
Proceeds donated to: 

 
 
 
 
 

& St Nicholas Church 
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Laxton Village Hall 

Happy May. The birds are enjoying the better 

weather and the gardeners are all busy keeping 

their gardens in order. As I sit writing this, it is 

another beautiful spring day and I hope that when 

this is published the weather will be lovely and 

sunny with the promise of summer around the 

corner! Laxton Village Hall now has its defibrillator and major 

haemorrhage pack installed. North Northants Community First 

Responders will be holding a defibrillator training session in the Village 

Hall on Thursday 19th May at 18.00. 

The wonderful village resource of Laxton Village Hall remains open to the 

public to hire. If you are interested, or would like to offer help or support 

please follow and message us on Facebook at “Village Hall Laxton” or 

email info@laxtonvillagehall.org.  

Coffee Morning:  A very enjoyable coffee morning was hosted by Elizabeth 

Simpson on the 9th of April. Thank you to Elizabeth and her helpers, 

Shenagh Hackett and Rosemary Ireland who helped Elizabeth make it such 

a successful morning. The takings from the raffle, cake sales, Clive's 

wooden items and donations raised £240.00, and along with a donation of 

£35.00 from the Village Hall, a total donation of £275.00 is now making its 

way to Cancer Research UK. Thank you to everyone who supported the 

event. The May Coffee Morning will be held on Saturday 14th of May at 

10.30 to 12.00. A selection of chat, tea, coffee, cakes will be available. All 

are very welcome. 

Laxton Bloomers:  Another exciting addition to Laxton Village Hall is 

“Laxton Bloomers” which will meet on Tuesday 3rd of May between 19.30 

and 21.00, and then every first Tuesday of the month following. The group 

will be run by volunteers with a different person leading each meeting and 

plans to be a friendly gathering to discuss all things gardening and garden 

related. Laxton Gardeners’ Question time anyone?!   
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Book Club:  The book club will meet on the 10th of May at 19.30. New 

members are always welcome. If you would like more information about 

the group, please message John McCrone either via 

info@laxtonvillagehall.org or on 07522 862723. 

Laxton Arts and Crafts Group:  The Arts and Crafts group run by Vivien 

Harvey continues on the 17th of May between 19.30 and 21.30. The group 

is informal, and everyone brings along their own project to work on, with 

some friendly support and chat alongside. If you are interested in being 

part of this group or have any questions or suggestions, please see Vivien 

or email info@laxtonvillagehall.org. 

Pub Night:  The next Pub Night will be on Thursday the 26th of May from 

19.30. There will be crisps, chocolate, soft drinks as well as alcohol! Please 

attend if you can.                                                                             The Mortlocks 

Platinum Jubilee Celebrations 

Laxton’s preparations for the Jubilee weekend are getting underway. We 

plan to start Sunday 5th June with a church service to celebrate the 

Queen’s astonishingly successful reign of 70 years, followed by breakfast 

served in the church! We are encouraging everyone to do a window 

display based on a Jubilee theme – particularly those of us who have never 

done one before. There will be prizes for the most original efforts. 

Around midday, a lunch will be provided on the village green, followed by 

games on the green. We hope all the houses will be decorated with 

bunting and flags to give us an occasion that we will remember with 

pleasure for many years to come. 

There will be a “Bunting Sweatshop” in the Village Hall to make bunting, 

on Monday 9th May from 19.30 to 21.30. Organised by Vivien's Arts and 

Crafts group! No previous experience is necessary and tea, coffee and cake 

will all be laid on. So do come along and help us and bring as much bright, 

gay and colourful material as you can scrape together!      Michael Harrison 
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Beautiful curtains, blinds and soft furnishings 
designed and created to compliment your home. 

 
 

For a free 
home consultation 

and quote call 
07957 686595  

www.georginascurtainsandkeepsakes.com 
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Sports facilities available for hire by individuals or clubs including 

• Floodlit Netball and Tennis Courts (from £5 per hour) 
• Community room perfect for parties or meetings (£10 per hour) 
• Full size grass pitches (from £40 per match) 
• Floodlit MUGA 3G multi-use games area (from £25 per hour) 

To hire please contact Margaret on 0333 0062129, message us on 
Facebook or email enquiries@kcactive.co.uk 
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Kings Cliffe Bakery 

68 West Street, Kings Cliffe  
Café now open 

Wednesday–Saturday 

3 Star Lane, Stamford 
and now open in Harborough Market 

For up-to-date opening times please visit our website: 

www.kingscliffebakery.com 
e: hello@kingscliffebakery.com 

01780 470205       
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R E Newton Ltd (Nassington) 
SPECIALIST CARPENTRY JOINERY & BUILDING WORK 

The Complete Refurbishment Specialist 

 Internal alterations to Extensions 

 Listed & Period Building Specialist 

 Hand Made Kitchens to your design and colour 

 Built in Wardrobes to cupboards/bookcases 

 Purpose made joinery – windows and doors 

Est. Since 1989 

www.renewton.com      Email: Edward@renewton.wanadoo.co.uk 

Tel:   Daytime 07831 256087   Evening 01780 782704 

FOR ALL YOUR CARPENTRY AND BUILDING NEEDS 

K.C. PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
KING’S CLIFFE 

• Extensions, Renovations, 
Conversions etc. 

• Repointing, Patios, Paving. 

• Stonework, Brickwork, 
Garden Walls. 

• Groundworks & Footings. 

• Digger Hire & Driver. 

• Plastering. 

• Interior & Exterior Decorating. 

FOR FREE QUOTATIONS PLEASE CALL 

KEVIN CUNNINGTON 
07946 139754 

MATT CZEREMSZNSKY 
07984 956947 

 

Bespoke picture 
framing 

Oils, watercolour, textiles, etc. 
Large or small. 

Contact: 

FELICITY THISTLETHWAITE 
m: 07943 127979 

t: 01780 470275 

e: fthistlethwaite@ 
    rocketmail.com 
    www.efflejay.co.uk 
Member of the Fine Art Trade Guild 
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Are your carpets and upholstery in need of a freshen up? 
Look no further! 

Fully trained and insured to clean carpets and upholstery 
for both domestic and commercial clients. 

Colin Smith is local to the area and can give you a 
competitive quote today. 

Don’t hesitate, give him a ring on  
01780 471015 or 07919857311  

Email:  mysmartcarpet@yahoo.co.uk 

Martin James 

The Village Sweep 

Your local chimney sweeping service. 

Stove repairs: rope seals, firebricks etc. 

Certificates issued.    Fully insured. 

07749 438567 

01780 470275 

mhj1@btinternet.com 
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Ranger 
Gas 
 

Servicing/Breakdown 

Installation of all Gas 
Appliances 

Oil/Gas/LPG 

Heat pumps/Solar 

Tel:  07824 443062 
Email: 
Jamieheating@gmail.com 
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PETER RIDDINGTON LANDSCAPING  

We install Patios, Driveways, Ponds, Stone Walls, 

Decking and Fencing. 

We plant Trees and shrubs and offer a complete 

Garden Maintenance. 

We supply and lay turf or grass seed with lawn management. 

Garden design service provided. 

Contact Peter Riddington today for a free quotation 

Telephone:  01780 783004         Mobile  07860 962068 

Email:  peter@peterriddington.co.uk 
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CROWSONS 
D.W. Gunn DipFD 

A FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS 
SERVING THE COMMUNITY 

FOR OVER ONE HUNDRED YEARS 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BARNWELL, OUNDLE, PETERBOROUGH, PE8 5PS 

01832 
272269 

01832 
272269 

• Caring personal attention 
• Chapels of rest 
• 24 hour service to all areas 
• Flowers and catering available 
• Memorials 
• Advice on Golden Charter pre-payment Schemes 

 

An independent and privately-owned, family-run 

funeral directors based in Uppingham, offering a 

sensitive and dignified service to help support you 

through a difficult time and provide peace of mind. 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 

PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLANS AVAILABLE 

Tel: 01572 823976 

www.emdormanfunerals.co.uk 
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Village Pizzas 
Open Tue – Sat for 

Collection  4.30pm – 10pm 

or Delivery  6pm till 10pm 

01780 
784587 

View our Menu at 
www.villagepizzas.co.uk 
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 Early years education for children aged 2 – 4 

Growing a Love for Learning 
King’s Cliffe Endowed Pre-school offers the highest 

standards of care and play opportunities for children 

aged 2 to 4 years. 

Our ethos is to nurture and establish our children’s love 

for learning and exploration by providing the best 

possible experiences and opportunities. 

We now have an amazing Early Years Outdoor Area. 

Fully funded places available. 

For more information please contact the School Office 

on 01780 470259 or email katy.evans@kceps.co.uk 

We offer sessions that  

run from 9.00am until 3.00pm. 

 
Please visit our website at www.kingscliffeschool.co.uk for 

more information about our wonderful Pre-School  

King’s Cliffe Endowed 
Pre-School, 

Kings Forest, King’s Cliffe, 
PE8 6XS. 
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Simba’s Den Day Nursery 
Main Street, Bulwick, NN17 3DY 

Outstanding homely childcare in an idyllic countryside location 

Open all year Monday to Friday 8am–6pm 

Fully funded 2 and 3 year old places available. 

Pre-school led by an early year’s professional. 

Close links to all schools. 

Weekly Ballet lessons from 2 years. 

Weekly forest school sessions at Fineshade wood. 

Lovely large outside area. 

Telephone: 01780 450937 

Email/Web: info@simbasden.co.uk   www.simbasden.co.uk 



Diary 

 

The Gazette is published by All Saints and St James Church, King’s Cliffe 

as a service to the community.  It is written, edited and distributed by 

volunteers from all three parishes.  An electronic version is available here: 

www.kingscliffe.church/gazette 

Gazette Contacts 

You are requested to make contact by Email whenever possible. 

Editor (Articles, News and Events): Jo Jones,  gazette@kingscliffe.church 

Commercial Advertising: Andrea Fern,  andrea.fern@avus-consulting.co.uk 

The Closing Date for all copy is the 15th of the previous month. 

May 

  2 May KC Heritage Centre Open 14:00-17:00 27 Bridge St, KC 

  3 May TKC Meeting 19:30-21:00 The Cross Keys, KC 

  3 May Laxton Bloomers 19:30-21:00 Village Hall, Laxton 

  5 May Women’s Fellowship 14:00 Parish Church, KC 

  7 May TKC Bikefix 10:00-12:00 Forest Approach, KC 

  7 May Bulwick Coffee Morning 10:00-12:00 Village Centre, Bulwick 

  8 May TKC Wildplaces Workparty 10:00-13:00 Millennium Wood, KC 

  9 May Bunting Sweatshop 19:30-21:30 Village Hall, Laxton 

10 May Laxton Book Club 19:30-21:00 Village Hall, Laxton 

11 May KC Coffee Morning 10:30 Parish Church, KC 

14 May Laxton Coffee Morning 10:30-12:00 Village Hall, Laxton 

15 May KC Village Hall Teas 14:30-17:00 Village Hall, KC 

17 May Dress A Girl Group 14:00 Parish Church, Bulwick  

17 May Laxton Arts and Crafts 19:30-21:30 Village Hall, Laxton 

19 May Defibrillator Training 18:00-20:00 Village Hall, Laxton 

22 May KC Heritage Centre Open 14:00-17:00 27 Bridge St, KC 

25 May KCGA Meeting (Burghley) 18:30 Burghley House 

26 May Pub / Social Night 19:30-22:00 Village Hall, Laxton 


