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Curate on the Hill 

With Christmas a distant memory and Easter not yet on the horizon, we 

are in a strange time for the church. As we wait for the start of Lent we are 

just ticking along. This seems, this year, to be reflected in the feeling of the 

wider community. We have had such a challenging time over the last 

couple of years, that although the celebration of joy is somewhere in the 

future we are still waiting, ticking along. Clergy and Churchwardens, up 

and down the country are trying to navigate the challenge of reducing 

covid restrictions. There is not one solution, and this is a difficult balance 

to make. On the one hand we have those who wish to charge ahead and 

get back to normal (this does not even consider that the normal that 

people wish to go back to no longer exists). On the other hand, there are 

those who are very scared and apprehensive about going back to church. 

Whatever your view, please let us all take time to consider what is the 

motivation for those who hold a different opinion to our own.  

During Lent the Church has an opportunity to reflect on what it does and 

what it should be. It is a time where people traditionally give something up 

for the 40 days of Lent. Whatever your view, whether spiritual or practical, 

the denying oneself is a valuable experience. It doesn’t need to be much 

but the giving up of something can allow the joy of Easter to resonate long 

after the chocolate wrappers have been recycled. For me I will be giving 

up more time to prayer. It may surprise people to know that I must work 

at my prayer life. It is not something that I find particularly easy and so 

throughout Lent I will be giving this my focus. 

I would like to remind everyone that there is a Lent course running on 

Zoom, which starts on the 10th of March. This is open to everyone, 

whatever your faith, and is based on the film ‘The Greatest Showman’. The 

idea of a Lent course is not to indoctrinate but rather to allow people 

some time to explore their own faith.                                           Rev Keir Dow 

01780 753283      keir.dow@kingscliffe.church 
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Church Services in March 

All Saints and St James – King’s Cliffe 

  6 March 10:30 Holy Communion 

13 March 10:30 Holy Communion 

20 March 10:30 Morning Worship 

27 March 10:30 Holy Communion 

St Nicholas – Bulwick 

13 March 10:30 Holy Communion 

All Saints – Laxton 

  2 March 19:30 Holy Communion for Ash  
  Wednesday 

27 March 17:00 Evening Prayer 

The Benefice of 

King’s Cliffe, Bulwick & Blatherwycke and Laxton 

Curate Revd Keir Dow 753283 

Lay Minister Sophy Jubb                 clerk@kingscliffe.church 

Reader David Teall 450407 

Co-ordinator (General Enquiries) Katy Evans office@kingscliffe.church 

Clerk (Baptisms & Weddings) Sophy Jubb clerk@kingscliffe.church 

Churchwardens 

King’s Cliffe Felicity Thistlethwaite 470275 

 Susannah Sutton  07990 088228 

Bulwick & Blatherwycke Alma O’Neill 450300 

Laxton Michael Harrison 450362 

 Rupert Boyle 450260 

For further information about all the services in our Benefice including 
Collyweston and Easton-on-the-Hill visit: www.kingscliffe.church 
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King’s Cliffe Ecumenical Women’s Fellowship Group 

In February, we looked at the theme for the forthcoming World Day of 

Prayer Service and practised some of the music. Maureen kindly led us in a 

short meditation. 

Please note, instead of meeting on the first Thursday of March, we will 

attend the World Day of Prayer Service on Friday, 4th March at 12:00 

noon in King’s Cliffe Church. This service has been prepared by a working 

party from England, Wales and N. Ireland and will be used in services 

throughout the world on that day.   A light lunch will be provided after the 

service.  Please ring Sheila on either 07535 417687 (mob) or 0333 011 

3776 (landline) by 28th February to book a lunch place. Everyone is 

welcome.                                                                                             Christine Ball 

Church Coffee Morning 

On a grey, dismal morning we had a nice group of people coming along to 

enjoy the coffee morning this month. Both ladies and gentlemen, about 20 

of us in all, enjoyed very nice refreshments with lots of laughter and 

chatter. Thank you to everyone who helped set up, making homemade 

cakes and bringing along raffle prizes, not forgetting the washing up. A 

special thank you to Heather Cromie, every month she brings along 

homemade marmalade and biscuits for sale. All the proceeds go to the 

parish church. 

Our next Coffee morning will be held on Wednesday 9th March at 

10.30am at the back of the church. Everyone is warmly welcome, hope to 

see you there.                                                                        Church Coffee Team 

King’s Cliffe Church Choir Vacancies 

The church choir has managed to keep going throughout the last two 

years. Even when we couldn’t hold services in church we were able to 

record music for the online services each week. It’s now time to look to 

the future and we’d like to get some new members. We have vacancies 

for ladies singing soprano or alto and for school-age children. 
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 We give children training in reading music and voice production. There are 

grades to work through and different medals are worn to mark these. See 

page 18 for more information.  

We haven’t got basses and tenors but we do have some men who join in 

at Christmas so any male singers would also be welcome then. We might 

be able to sing on more occasions in the future. Please ring or email me if 

you would like to find out more.                                                 Stephen Barber 

                                           Tel: 01780 470380     Email: sbarber49@gmail.com 

Cards Prove Fund-tastic 

A belated but big thank you as always to everyone who supported the 

Spirit of King’s Cliffe charity Christmas card sales for the 2021 season. 

Sadly, soaring printing and packaging costs, plus a move to more on-line 

greetings, hit the not-for-profit takings this year, but three charities will 

still receive donations that can make a difference to lives. A total of £135 

(after those costs) was shared among three charities with King’s Cliffe 
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To enquire about booking the King’s Cliffe Memorial Hall please email 
vhallbookings@gmail.com or phone 01780 470125. 

Underground Centre receiving £40, King’s Cliffe Parish Church £60; and the 

cancer patient support centre Maggie’s Cambridge £35. 

Once again Sam and his co-workers at the village’s Londis store kindly 

became our ‘high street' point of sale and it was smashing to see so many 

generous supporters in person again at the Transition fair. We are very 

grateful for the ongoing community response during increasingly uncertain 

times. Thank you again.                                                                    Carol Randall 

King’s Cliffe Gardeners’ Association 

Our meeting this month will be on Wednesday 23rd March, 7.30pm at KC 

Active. We are pleased to welcome back Joe Whitehead who will be 

updating us on the tree and grounds restoration work at Burghley House. 

This will be a good introduction to our visit to Burghley on May 25th. 

Tips for March. A great time to get active, enjoy welcome sunny days and 

keep an eye (and hoe) on weeds – they act as a good bellwether to 

determine how quickly the soil is warming. Roses can be pruned early 

March if not yet done. The method and timing vary according to the type 

of rose e.g. climbing, rambling, shrub, floribunda, miniature roses. Check 

the RHS website for tips on the different types. Do a general tidy up, 

cutting back any top growth on shrubs that you might have kept for winter 

interest, lift and divide overgrown perennials, mow lawn if needed with 

blades high. Plant summer flowering bulbs. Top dress containers with 

fresh compost. Plan your vegetable garden and carefully tend the seeds 

you start inside/undercover and resist the temptation to plant out on 

sunny days: there’s more frost to come yet! Tender seeds such as 

aubergines, tomatoes, cucumbers often do better started inside. Early 

seed potatoes you chitted last month can be planted out as well as onion 

and shallot sets. Happy gardening – busiest months are coming up! 

                                                                                                           Lindsay Kubicki 
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King’s Cliffe Heritage 

Our Heritage Centre at 27 Bridge Street will be open for you to visit on 

Sunday 27th March between 2 and 5pm. The historic building itself has a 

story to tell, and inside you will find an interesting mix of artefacts from 

the village which have been given to us over the years. Our extensive 

digital archives are also available there for you to search. If you have a 

question about village life in the past, come and find the answer at the 

Heritage Centre. Visits on other days, or for groups, can be arranged by 

calling our dedicated Heritage Centre number 0843 8869395. We look 

forward to seeing you!                                                                 Sue Trow-Smith 

Heart Safe Communities UK 

Free CPR and use of defibrillator training: 

Our journey began in Nassington, 18 months ago, where we have been 

working to build a ‘Heart Safe Community’ by raising awareness, providing 

free training and installing a network of public access defibrillators. So far, 

we have installed 12 of the 20 defibrillators we are aiming for and trained 

over 170 people from Nassington and surrounding communities including 

King’s Cliffe. Training is open to anyone from anywhere. 

Given our success and a determination to help others, we have now 

established a new national charity, ‘Heart Safe Communities UK’. Our aim 

is to help inspire others by raising awareness, facilitating training, and 

encouraging communities to work together with us to build networks of 

strategically placed defibrillators. We want as many people as possible to 

be within the Resuscitation Council’s recommended retrieval distance of 

100 metres or a 2-3 minute brisk walk from potentially life saving 

equipment. In addition to this we will be lobbying for a national definition 

for ‘Heart Safe Communities’. 

Nationally, only about 3% of the population are currently within the 

recommended retrieval distance. In Nassington, when our network is 

completed, virtually 100% of people in the community will be within 100 
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metres of a defibrillator. Hopefully King’s Cliffe may be too one day. 

We have now added King’s Cliffe to our training timetable. Training dates 

are currently advertised on the Nassington Heart Safe Community 

website. Training sessions are held on Saturdays and last just 1 hour. We 

offer a choice of 5 start times on training days 09:00, 10:15, 11:30, 13:00, 

and 14:15. We have trained people between the ages of 9 to almost 90 so 

far. We ask that any participant under 16 are accompanied by an adult and 

actively welcome families to come as a group. All participants receive a 

certificate of attendance. 

Places can be booked at any of the venues advertised on the website, but 

we do have training sessions coming up at King’s Cliffe Social Club on 

Saturday 12th March and Saturday 14th May. There are 30 places on 

training days but just 6 places in each session to ensure training is of high 

quality. Sessions are aimed at people who have never had any training, 

anyone wanting to undertake a refresher or simply practice their skills. 

Just go to https://www.nassingtonheartsafecommunity.org and book your 

place(s) by following the link to the training page. Booking is easy, takes 

just a couple of minutes and you’ll receive immediate confirmation of your 

place. If you have any questions or need any help, please email 

info@hscuk.org.uk or call us on 0300 10 200 11. Together we can save 

lives.                                                                                               Russell Hamilton  

King’s Cliffe Parish Council 

Meadow Bridge:  A public meeting was held on Thursday 11th February 

2022. This meeting was well attended and a Trustee Group will be set up 

with the aim of acquiring and maintaining the bridge.  

Grants to Village Organisations:  King’s Cliffe Parish Council received five 

applications for grants. It was agreed four of these should be invited to our 

next Parish Council meeting on Thursday 10th March to present their 

applications to the Parish Council. 

Platinum Jubilee Celebrations:  The Parish Council will hold a public 
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meeting on Thursday 3rd March at 7.30 for 8pm at the Club to invite all 

other organisations to join in the discussion on how best to celebrate the 

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations. 

Tree Planting:  Our Tree Warden registered with two charities, The 

Woodland Trust and The Conservation Volunteers, to try and obtain trees 

for planting. The Woodland Trust have now run out of trees for March 

planting, but allocation for November can be applied for in Spring. Our 

Tree Warden also applied twice to TCV, but as of yet, has heard nothing 

back. Will attempt to reapply in Spring. 

Cemetery Fees 2022: 

Burial Plots 

Normally Resident          Non Resident 

Single Plot   £200                                      Single Plot  £400 

Double Plot  £400                                     Double Plot  £800 

Cremation Plot  £75                                  Cremation Plot  £100 

Child Plot up to age 16  No Charge       Child Plot up to age 16  No Charge 

Interment – Resident                               Interment – Non Resident 

Adult  £150                                                 Adult  £300 

Cremation   £75                                         Cremation   £150 

Child Plot up to age 16  No charge        Child plot up to age 16  No Charge 

Memorials                                                  Permitted Items 

Single Plot Stone  £100                            Memorial Headstone and  

Double Plot Stone  £200                          Cremation Tablets 

Cremation Tablet  24” x 24”   £100         Restrictions 

Additional Wording  £25                          No kerbstones 

General Information 

Burial plot size  9’ x 4’ 6”                          Cremation plot size  24” x 24” 

Casket Ground Plaques (Stone Colour)  18” x 18” 

                                                                                      Tracey Green (Parish Clerk) 

01780 470799       clerk@kingscliffe-pc.gov.uk      www.kingscliffe-pc.gov.uk 
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Transition King’s Cliffe  for environment and community 

TKC - Home Energy Workshop:  Join us for our 

first home energy workshop. There's a lot of 

confusion about what we can do to make our 

homes greener, what tech is best for each 

home, costs, and where to start. You'll come 

away with some inspiration and a cosy action 

plan. This workshop will feature useful 

presentations from:   

Clare Watters (from Cambridge Carbon Footprint). 

Clare will give an overview of case studies from CCF's Open Eco Homes 

Project, featuring case studies on retrofitting. 

Roger Ashman (local architect and award-winning sustainable designer). 

Roger will share home energy advice and top tips to save money and 

where to focus for the most impact. 

Cornforth Homes 

Clerk and Treasurer 

Cornforth Homes is a charity providing four homes in King’s Cliffe. 

We are looking for someone to carry out the role of  

Clerk and Treasurer from April onwards. 

The role would include taking minutes at our meetings  

(two or three times a year), liaising with our residents as well as other 

 agencies where needed and coordinating the activities of the Trustees. 

The role would also include the task of Treasurer, managing  

our bank account and providing basic financial information. 

We are a small local charity, but a small honorarium may be possible. 

If you think this may be of interest, please contact Ian Balmer (Chairman)  

on 07939543794 or ianbalmer@aol.com. 
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We will also feature KC residents who will share what they have done in 

their homes, including information on heat pumps, solar panels, and basic 

energy saving measures for any budget. We'll have a Q&A to learn about 

what kind of costs to expect and what funding is available. 

Come and join us at King’s Cliffe Active on Sunday 20th March, from 2pm 

to 5pm. To get you in the mood, here’s a climate and environment 

wordsearch! 

Find these words – forwards, backwards or diagonal! 

CLIMATE                                     GREEN                                    ENVIRONMENT 

ENERGY                                      ECOLOGY                               CONSERVATION 

HABITAT                                     POLLUTION                           OZONE 

RECYCLE                                     COMPOST                              EARTH 

TKC Wildplaces:  After a delayed session in the Millennium Wood last 

month, we’re turning to clearing out the path from KCA to Willow Lane – 

taking down some young willow and chopping back the brambles. Meet at 

Kingsmead entrance to the path on 13th March – starting at 10am as usual. 
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Do tell us if you’re coming, and please bring loppers, bowsaw, secateurs 

and garden shears! Gloves and sensible footwear as usual as well please.  

Contact:  To get involved or for more information, please get in touch: 

info@transitionkingscliffe.org.uk       www.transitionkingscliffe.org.uk 

Facebook: Transition Kings Cliffe                                                Charles Tomalin 

The Way We Were 

In our King’s Cliffe Heritage archives we have a copy of “Memories of a 

Villager” written by Mrs Lucy Adela Lock of Manor Farm, Yarwell in October 

1957 when she was 83 years old. She visited King’s Cliffe as a child to stay 

with an (unnamed) aunt and came to know the village well. She had vivid 

memories of a storm during one of her visits and what she wrote about it 

shows how self-reliant the community was:   

“I visited my Aunt when I was about ten years old and was invited to tea 

with another Aunt who had a large strawberry bed in her garden. After tea, 

we all took baskets out to fill for jam making. We had just covered the 

bottom of a basket when it grew suddenly dark and a high wind arose. The 

air was thick with hay and straw which soon covered the strawberry bed. 

Then we heard shouting and looked up to the windmill, which was quite 

nearby. The miller was just going to chain up his sails.  He waved his hands, 

warning us to go indoors at once as he could see a whirlwind approaching. 

Before we could reach the house, the rain fell in torrents and lightening 

flashed constantly. Hay and straw stacks were blown over and chimneypots 

fell. Many people were working out in the fields and arrived home to find 

thatch stripped from cottage roofs and window casements torn off. At 

about nine o’clock the storm died down and a few people ventured out 

with lanterns to see if anyone needed help. Men went to farms to borrow 

stock-cloths to put over broken roofs, but the supply was not equal to the 

demand! It was impossible to do anything about thatched cottages and 

many slept on ground floors that night.”   

“People living near the Willowbrook in Bridge Street had been forced to 
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leave their homes which were flooded. The brook broke its banks and 

poured over the road making it impassable. An old lady became stranded 

across the brook where she had gone to gather herbs. Her distressed 

husband watched as a horse and cart tried to make its way through the 

water to reach her, but it was not until a stronger horse was brought that 

she could be rescued.”   

“Early next morning, the storm damage in the village was clear to see. The 

roads were deep in old thatch, hay and all sorts of debris; the paths were 

littered with broken glass, window frames and bits of broken chimneypots. 

It was useless to grumble, and carts were quickly on the scene to remove 

the rubbish. Then the women got busy clearing doorsteps and house fronts, 

so that soon the streets were passable. The parish roadmen cleared drains 

and got rid of the flood water which lay in every hollow. Builders, 

carpenters and glaziers from the village repaired windows and roofs, but it 

was some days before this could all be done as there were not enough 

ladders or materials to attend to any but the worst-damaged houses.”  

                                                               Sue Trow-Smith for King’s Cliffe Heritage 

Nature Notes for February and March 

For many years one of my regular bird watching trips has 

been to Welney Wash to marvel at the huge congregation 

of wildfowl, especially swans. They assemble on the fields 

here each winter to feed on vegetable waste, particularly 

sugar beet tops. At one time, in the nineties, as many as 

30,000 Bewick Swans visited the UK with numbers building up from late 

November and building to a peak in January before falling away by the end 

of February. Today numbers have fallen to a few thousand whilst Whooper 

Swan numbers have held up. 

The reasons for this dramatic decline are several with the oft cited climate 

change being chief amongst them. These birds migrate each year to escape 

harsh weather in the Arctic and Sub-Arctic, but now Eastern Europe does 
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not experience extreme winters, they do not need to travel so far. Their 

main destination now is Germany and the Baltic States, so we do not get 

to see them. Their stay is also shortened due to milder weather, so they 

return to breeding grounds in the Russian tundra earlier. 

Hunting wildfowl is common in Eastern Europe. Ill informed hunters often 

shoot Bewick Swans in the mistaken belief that they interfere with the 

numbers of other wildfowl more favoured for the pot. A biproduct of this 

activity is that many swans are poisoned by lead shot that they eat, 

mistaking it for gravel, and then store it in their gizzards to assist with 

grinding food. 

The yellow beak markings of Bewick Swans are unique to each individual 

bird and these variations have been recorded for many years. As a result, 

returning birds can be identified and one female is known to have reached 

28 years of age. In contrast, breeding success has declined below the level 

to enable the species to be self-sustaining. 

Against this background, how many years will it be before graceful Bewick 

Swans are no longer a feature of our Winter landscape?                  Fledgling 
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Paws for Thought 

The Theological Education of Rectory Puppy 

Welcome to the next instalment of the 

continuing theological education of Jessie (the 

rectory puppy) under the wise tutelage of Lexie 

(a wise old dog with formal theological training 

and many years’ experience). 

Jessie: I am really worried. 

Lexie: What is it, Jessie? 

Jessie: I have heard about Lent. 

Lexie: What are you worried about?  

Jessie: We are being asked to give something up. 

Lexie: Yes, but this is about reflection and restraint. 

Jessie: But I don’t want to give anything up. 

Lexie: There must be something that you could sacrifice? 

Jessie: Like what? 

Lexie: Sausages? 

Jessie: Absolutely not – I cannot live without them. 

Lexie: Tennis balls? 

Jessie: That is like saying give up breathing. 

Lexie: Naps? 

Jessie: Are you serious? 

Lexie: How about a bit of time to help someone else? 

Jessie: Does that count? 

Lexie: Absolutely. Sometimes we think that Lent is about denying yourself,  

            but perhaps we should think about offering to others. 

Jessie: I’m lost, how might that work? 

Lexie: Perhaps over Lent, you give up some of the time you usually spend  

            chasing tennis balls and do something that makes someone else  

            feel loved.  
(Continued on page 20) 
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King’s Cliffe Ex-Servicemens’  
& Social Club 

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Weekend  

2nd-5th June 2022 

Following our Parish Council’s initiative  

regarding organising events for the celebrations,  

an inaugural meeting has been convened on: 

Thursday 3rd March  8pm at The Club. 

All interested groups, organisations, associations,  

individuals & local businesses are welcome to attend.  

This is an open meeting to share ideas and plan a  

programme of events in celebrating this special occasion.  

Bring along your thoughts and bags of enthusiasm and let’s 

make this event last long in our community’s memory. 

 Defibrillator & CPR Training Day 

Saturday 12th March from 9am 

FREE one hour Defibrillator & CPR training sessions. 
Visit the club or phone 01780 470321 to book. 

Opening Hours 

Mondays: Closed 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Thursdays: 

12 noon to 2pm & 5pm to 11pm 
Fridays & Saturdays: 12 noon to 12 midnight 

Sundays: 12 noon to 11pm 

Day and weekend passes available  

New members always welcome 
C.I.U. Affiliated 
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Food Basket 
There is a Food Basket at the back of the church in King’s Cliffe. 

Donations of any non-perishable food can be added to the basket. 
If you are in need of any extra food please help yourself. 

Please wear a face-covering and observe social distancing guidelines  
when entering and leaving and whilst inside the church. 

We can also issue Food Bank vouchers for Stamford Food Bank.   
Please contact the Church Office by email: office@kingscliffe.church 

Citizens Advice have a Stamford Food Bank Helpline: 01476 249069. 

Further information on Food Banks can be found at Trussell Trust. 

Oundle Food Bank can deliver: contact number 07907 216144. 

(Continued from page 15) 

Jessie: You mean like long walks, or cuddles, or sausages? 

Lexie: Hmmm, yes but it is about THEM feeling loved, not as I suspect,  

           your tummy!! 

Jessie: Everyone loves sausages. 

Lexie: Yes, but you have to remember that they will be eating them, not  

           you. 

Jessie: Ahh, I might have to rethink that then. 

Lexie: Perhaps you could just take the opportunity to make people you  

           meet happy with some friendly behaviour, WITHOUT JUMPING UP! 

Jessie: I can try, but it’s really hard. 

Lexie: I know but trying is all we are asked to do.  

Jessie: OK, I suppose so.  

Lexie: Well, that’s it then, for Lent you are going to give up jumping up at  

            people. 

Jessie: OK I will give it my best shot. I can control myself for a few days.  

             How long is Lent anyway? 

Lexie: 40 days, about 6 weeks. 

Jessie: WHAT??!!!                                                                              Rev Keir Dow 
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St. Nicholas Church, Bulwick 

Church Opening Times:  The church is open from 10am 

– 4pm, but please check the church noticeboard for up-

to-date times. 

Churchyard Spring Clean:  There will be a churchyard 

spring clean at St Nicholas on Saturday 12th March 

10am – 12 noon. All help will be most welcome. Please 

bring your own tools for clearing vegetation and wear suitable clothing/

footwear. If you would like to help but cannot do so on that date, then 

you can still adopt an area to look after, just let me know if you can help 

with the churchyards at St Nicholas or Holy Trinity in Blatherwycke. The 

church also welcomes volunteers to keep the church in good order, so if 

you can help with cleaning please get in touch. 

Stalls and Teas:  On Saturday 19th March, 1pm – 4pm in St Nicholas, there 

will be stalls with crafts, artwork, jewellery, cakes, plants, books, tombola 

and teas. Proceeds will go to the Marie Curie Daffodil Event and church 

funds. No admission fee.  

Platinum Jubilee Celebrations:  The floral arrangers are planning the 

church display which will be open for public viewing from 2nd June. The 

theme is ‘A Tribute to Her Majesty’. The plans are going well, with 

everyone taking an area to decorate. The church will host a toast to Her 

Majesty, with refreshments, wine and nibbles from 6pm on 2nd June. No 

doubt more celebrations will follow. Others, including Simba’s Den 

Nursery, will be involved in decorating the church. Overall, something to 

look forward to.  

Spring Horticultural Show:  After much deliberation, the committee has 

decided to stand-down the Spring show for this year. Discussing the event 

with the judges, the feeling was that the weather has determined there 

would be little to display by 2nd April. This has been a mild winter, and the 

horticultural exhibits may be in short supply, so with that in mind, 
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Bulwick Contacts 

Bulwick Village Centre:  Email - bulwickvillagecentre@gmail.com 

Bulwick Parish Council:  Email - info@bulwickpc.org.uk  

                                            (see also noticeboard outside shop entrance) 

Bulwick Village Shop:  Email - hello@thepickled.shop 

                                          Phone - 01780 450774 

New Lodge Farm shop and café:  Email - shop@newlodgefarm.com 

                                                             Phone - 01780 450493 

regrettably the Spring show will not take place this year. The committee 

are determined to look again at trying to consider this for 2023. We will 

set our focus to the annual Summer Horticultural Show, which will be back 

in the church over the August bank holiday weekend (27th & 28th), the full 

schedule will be circulated to all eligible villages in April.  

Coffee Mornings at the Village Centre:  The first coffee morning of the 

year will be held on Saturday 2nd April, 10am – 12noon. There will be a 

raffle and other items for sale. It is hoped that the event will have 

sufficient support and interest so that the coffee mornings can continue 

the first Saturday of each month throughout the year. The proceeds will 

include a donation to a nominated charity. Please get in touch if you can 

help or if you can provide items for the raffle or a cake. 

Alma O’Neill, Churchwarden (450300) 

Laxton Village Hall 

Happy March, I have seen several sets of snowdrops 

and some irises, so as far as I am concerned spring 

has sprung! Let’s hope for some nice weather during 

March so we can get out and enjoy it. Laxton Village 

Hall eagerly awaits its installation of the defibrillator 

and major haemorrhage pack, which hopefully will arrive at the end of 

February, and may well be installed by the time you read this.  
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The wonderful village resource of Laxton Village Hall remains open to the 

public to hire. If you are interested or would like to offer help or support 

please follow and message us on Facebook at “Village Hall Laxton” or 

email info@laxtonvillagehall.org.  

A coronavirus note:  In line with governmental guidance, we ask all to 

follow the current guidelines (whatever they are at the time of 

publication). We ask that those displaying coronavirus symptoms do not 

attend events. Advertised events may be subject to change at short notice, 

please follow the Facebook page above or join the email list. Any last-

minute changes will be communicated through these channels.  

Platinum Jubilee Celebrations:  At a recent Village Hall committee 

meeting, the Parish Church Committee raised an agenda item to discuss 

Laxton’s plans for celebrating the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. Following 

discussion, a Family Service in the Church, followed by a street party on 

the village green was proposed for Sunday the 5th of June. This 

celebration is very much in the early stages of planning, and it would be 

great to get the whole community in and around Laxton involved to 

celebrate this momentous event! Anyone that is interested in helping to 

plan, or has further suggestions please come along to discuss ideas at a 

meeting in the Village Hall on Thursday 24th March at 19:00. If you have 

suggestions or ideas or would like to offer your support but are unable to 

attend the meeting, please email info@laxtonvillagehall.org. 

Book Club:  The book club will meet on the 8th of March at 7.30pm. The 

book for discussion in March is ‘The Rings of Saturn’ by WG Sebald. The 

group is keen on attracting new members, and if you would like more 

information on the group, please message John McCrone either via  

info@laxtonvillagehall.org or on 07522 862723.  

Laxton Village Hall Annual General Meeting:  This year’s AGM will be held 

on Thursday the 10th of March at 7pm in Laxton Village Hall. Everyone is 

encouraged and very welcome to attend.  

Coffee Morning:  The March Coffee Morning is to be hosted by Sarah 
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Beautiful curtains, blinds and soft furnishings 
designed and created to compliment your home. 

 
 

For a free 
home consultation 

and quote call 
07957 686595  

www.georginascurtainsandkeepsakes.com 

Chase and will be held on Saturday 12th March at 10.30am to 12.00pm. A 

selection of chat, tea, coffee and cakes will be available. All are very 

welcome. 

Laxton Arts and Crafts Group:  We are very pleased to announce that 

Vivien Harvey has started an Arts and Crafts Group which will meet in the 

Village Hall. The first session ran on the evening of the 17th of February 

and was a great success. A monthly gathering is planned for the 3rd 

Thursday of every month, with the next session falling on the 15th of 

March between 7.30 and 9.30pm. The group is informal, and everyone 

brings along their own project to work on, with some friendly support and 

chat alongside. Please do not be put off if you are a beginner in your craft 

or struggling with a tricky project, as the hope is that there will be advice, 

suggestions, and experience available if requested from those who may 

have faced and overcome these issues already! If you are interested in 

being part of this group or have any questions or suggestions, please see 

Vivien or email info@laxtonvillagehall.org.                                 The Mortlocks 



Advertisements 

25 

Sports facilities available for hire by individuals or clubs including 

• Floodlit Netball and Tennis Courts (from £5 per hour) 
• Community room perfect for parties or meetings (£10 per hour) 
• Full size grass pitches (from £40 per match) 
• Floodlit MUGA 3G multi-use games area (from £25 per hour) 

To hire please contact Margaret on 0333 0062129, message us on 
Facebook or email enquiries@kcactive.co.uk 
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Kings Cliffe Bakery 

68 West Street, Kings Cliffe  
Café now open 

Wednesday–Saturday 

3 Star Lane, Stamford 
and now open in Harborough Market 

For up-to-date opening times please visit our website: 

www.kingscliffebakery.com 
e: hello@kingscliffebakery.com 

01780 470205       
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R E Newton Ltd (Nassington) 
SPECIALIST CARPENTRY JOINERY & BUILDING WORK 

The Complete Refurbishment Specialist 

 Internal alterations to Extensions 

 Listed & Period Building Specialist 

 Hand Made Kitchens to your design and colour 

 Built in Wardrobes to cupboards/bookcases 

 Purpose made joinery – windows and doors 

Est. Since 1989 

www.renewton.com      Email: Edward@renewton.wanadoo.co.uk 

Tel:   Daytime 07831 256087   Evening 01780 782704 

FOR ALL YOUR CARPENTRY AND BUILDING NEEDS 

K.C. PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
KING’S CLIFFE 

• Extensions, Renovations, 
Conversions etc. 

• Repointing, Patios, Paving. 

• Stonework, Brickwork, 
Garden Walls. 

• Groundworks & Footings. 

• Digger Hire & Driver. 

• Plastering. 

• Interior & Exterior Decorating. 

FOR FREE QUOTATIONS PLEASE CALL 

KEVIN CUNNINGTON 
07946 139754 

MATT CZEREMSZNSKY 
07984 956947 

 

Bespoke picture 
framing 

Oils, watercolour, textiles, etc. 
Large or small. 

Contact: 

FELICITY THISTLETHWAITE 
m: 07943 127979 

t: 01780 470275 

e: fthistlethwaite@ 
    rocketmail.com 
    www.efflejay.co.uk 
Member of the Fine Art Trade Guild 
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Are your carpets and upholstery in need of a freshen up? 
Look no further! 

Fully trained and insured to clean carpets and upholstery 
for both domestic and commercial clients. 

Colin Smith is local to the area and can give you a 
competitive quote today. 

Don’t hesitate, give him a ring on  
01780 471015 or 07919857311  

Email:  mysmartcarpet@yahoo.co.uk 

Martin James 

The Village Sweep 

Your local chimney sweeping service. 

Stove repairs: rope seals, firebricks etc. 

Certificates issued.    Fully insured. 

07749 438567 

01780 470275 

mhj1@btinternet.com 
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Ranger 
Gas 
 

Servicing/Breakdown 

Installation of all Gas 
Appliances 

Oil/Gas/LPG 

Heat pumps/Solar 

Tel:  07824 443062 
Email: 
Jamieheating@gmail.com 
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PETER RIDDINGTON LANDSCAPING  

We install Patios, Driveways, Ponds, Stone Walls, 

Decking and Fencing. 

We plant Trees and shrubs and offer a complete 

Garden Maintenance. 

We supply and lay turf or grass seed with lawn management. 

Garden design service provided. 

Contact Peter Riddington today for a free quotation 

Telephone:  01780 783004         Mobile  07860 962068 

Email:  peter@peterriddington.co.uk 
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CROWSONS 
D.W. Gunn DipFD 

A FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS 
SERVING THE COMMUNITY 

FOR OVER ONE HUNDRED YEARS 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BARNWELL, OUNDLE, PETERBOROUGH, PE8 5PS 

01832 
272269 

01832 
272269 

• Caring personal attention 
• Chapels of rest 
• 24 hour service to all areas 
• Flowers and catering available 
• Memorials 
• Advice on Golden Charter pre-payment Schemes 

 

An independent and privately-owned, family-run 

funeral directors based in Uppingham, offering a 

sensitive and dignified service to help support you 

through a difficult time and provide peace of mind. 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 

PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLANS AVAILABLE 

Tel: 01572 823976 

www.emdormanfunerals.co.uk 
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Village Pizzas 
Open Tue – Sat for 

Collection  4.30pm – 10pm 

or Delivery  6pm till 10pm 

01780 
784587 

View our Menu at 
www.villagepizzas.co.uk 
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 Early years education for children aged 2 – 4 

Growing a Love for Learning 
King’s Cliffe Endowed Pre-school offers the highest 

standards of care and play opportunities for children 

aged 2 to 4 years. 

Our ethos is to nurture and establish our children’s love 

for learning and exploration by providing the best 

possible experiences and opportunities. 

We now have an amazing Early Years Outdoor Area. 

Fully funded places available. 

For more information please contact the School Office 

on 01780 470259 or email katy.evans@kceps.co.uk 

We offer sessions that  

run from 9.00am until 3.00pm. 

 
Please visit our website at www.kingscliffeschool.co.uk for 

more information about our wonderful Pre-School  

King’s Cliffe Endowed 
Pre-School, 

Kings Forest, King’s Cliffe, 
PE8 6XS. 
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Simba’s Den Day Nursery 
Main Street, Bulwick, NN17 3DY 

Outstanding homely childcare in an idyllic countryside location 

Open all year Monday to Friday 8am–6pm 

Fully funded 2 and 3 year old places available. 

Pre-school led by an early year’s professional. 

Close links to all schools. 

Weekly Ballet lessons from 2 years. 

Weekly forest school sessions at Fineshade wood. 

Lovely large outside area. 

Telephone: 01780 450937 

Email/Web: info@simbasden.co.uk   www.simbasden.co.uk 



Diary 

 

The Gazette is published by All Saints and St James Church, King’s Cliffe 

as a service to the community.  It is written, edited and distributed by 

volunteers from all three parishes.  An electronic version is available here: 

www.kingscliffe.church/gazette 

Gazette Contacts 

You are requested to make contact by Email whenever possible. 

Editor (Articles, News and Events): Jo Jones,  gazette@kingscliffe.church 

Commercial Advertising: Andrea Fern,  andrea.fern@avus-consulting.co.uk 

Hand-written contributions can be left in the box at the back of King’s Cliffe church. 

The Closing Date for all copy is the 15th of the previous month. 

March 

  3 Mar KC Jubilee Meeting 20:00 KC Club, KC 

  4 Mar WDP Service 12:00 Parish Church, KC 

  8 Mar Laxton Book Club 19:30 Village Hall, Laxton 

  9 Mar KC Coffee Morning 10:30 Parish Church, KC 

10 Mar Laxton Village Hall AGM 19:00 Village Hall, Laxton 

12 Mar Defibrillator & CPR Day From 09:00 KC Club, KC 

   (See Pg 7/8) 

12 Mar Churchyard Spring Clean 10:00-12:00 Parish Church, Bulwick 

12 Mar Laxton Coffee Morning 10:30-12:00 Village Hall, Laxton 

13 Mar TKC Wildplaces Workparty 10:00-13:00 Willow Walk, KC 

15 Mar Laxton Arts and Crafts 19:30-21:30 Village Hall, Laxton 

19 Mar Stalls and Teas 13:00-16:00 Parish Church, Bulwick 

20 Mar Home Energy Workshop 14:00-17:00 KC Active, KC 

23 Mar KCGA Meeting 19:30 KC Active, KC 

24 Mar Laxton Jubilee Meeting 19:00 Village Hall, Laxton 

27 Mar KC Heritage Centre Open 14:00-17:00 27 Bridge St, KC 

30 Mar Bulwick PC Meeting 18:00 Village Centre, Bulwick 


