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Church Notices

Curate on the Hill
This month sees the start of a time without
Philip, the incumbent of this benefice. This
might not mean a lot to most people, but we
start a process of trying to find a new
permanent priest. This is a challenging and
complicated process. In the meantime, I will

be still here to serve in whatever way I can. It
does not mean that I am now in charge (I am glad to say,) but I will be
leading services, offering pastoral care and spiritual guidance. Please get in
touch if there is something you would like to talk about.
If you are not a church goer but have some questions or just wish to know
more, there are a couple of ways in which you can further your
questioning. One is ‘Prayer and a Pint’ which runs in the Blue Bell Pub,
Easton on the Hill, on the second Sunday of each month at 4:30 for a 5pm
start. This informal session involves a short presentation, some group
chats about aspects of faith and religion and ends with an opportunity to
ask some of those challenging questions to me. This is open to everyone,
those with faith, those with questions and those who have no faith at all.
The other opportunity is our lent course. This year it will run again on
Zoom. This is not necessarily due to covid, but last year (when it was
necessary) the feedback suggested that it was a positive and comfortable
experience. This year the lent course will be based around the film, ‘The
Greatest Showman’. Please check websites and Facebook for more
information.

Rev Keir Dow
01780 753283
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Church Services in February
All Saints and St James – King’s Cliffe
6 February

10:30

Holy Communion

13 February

10:30

Holy Communion

20 February

10:30

Morning Worship

27 February

10:30

Holy Communion

10:30

Holy Communion

17:00

Evening Prayer

St Nicholas – Bulwick
13 February
All Saints – Laxton
27 February

For further information about all the services in our Benefice including
Collyweston and Easton-on-the-Hill visit: www.kingscliffe.church
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News from King’s Cliffe

From the Parish Registers
We extend our thoughts and prayers to all those who are bereaved
remembering particularly the family and friends of:
Dorothy Mary Campbell

From Philip and Julia
Thank you for the many kind words, cards and gifts that marked our departure
and thank you too for the friendship that our family has experienced over the last
23 years. We have received so much kindness and generosity from so many
people and with this the sharing of each other’s lives in good and in tough times.
Leading and sharing in worship and being with people at significant times in their
lives, has been an enormous privilege.
We live in difficult times, but the life of our churches continues to bring
encouragement. Christmas and Epiphany reminding us that God has “pitched his
tent” amongst us in the person of Jesus, so that we can look ahead, holding within
his way of overcoming the things that divide people and so to truly value one
another, treating friend and stranger with equal warmth and acceptance.
We are moving into a new community but God`s tent remains pitched here just as
it is pitched ahead of us in Kent. Thank you all for being such an important part of
all our lives.
Philip and Julia Davies

King’s Cliffe Ecumenical Women’s Fellowship Group
During our last meeting, we focused on the celebration of the Feast of the
Epiphany and enjoyed singing carols. Revd Philp and Julia, his wife, joined us for
refreshments and we were able to thank them for their continuous support of our
group before their move to Kent. Philip, we shall all miss you popping in to see us!
Thanks also to those who contributed to the meeting in any way.
We shall next meet up on Thursday 3rd February at 2:00pm to begin preparations
for the World Day of Prayer service which will be held on Friday, 4th March. This
service will replace our usual meeting.
Christine Ball
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Church Coffee Morning
We had a quieter Coffee Morning this month with only a few regulars, but that
didn’t stop the enjoyment of the morning. Being held in the church, we had an
added bonus of viewing the newly gilded cockerel while the workmen waited for
the frost to go before it was mounted on top of the spire. Thank you to everyone
who helped and for all the raffle prizes and refreshments. We managed to donate
£80 plus to church funds.
Our next Coffee morning will be held on Wednesday 9th February at 10.30 at the
back of the church. It is always held on the second Wednesday of each month
(excluding August) so why not add these dates to your diary? Everyone is warmly
welcomed!
Church Coffee Team

Save Our Meadow Bridge!
Many villagers will be aware of the railway bridge which crosses the railway
cutting between Willow Lane and Wood Lane. This was built by the Victorians
when the railway was constructed and has survived over a hundred years, which
is testament to the skills of those engineers.
Since the line closed in the 1960s, ‘Meadow Bridge’ has found new purpose as a
feature of the new railway path, which was completed in 2019 as a country walk
linking Fineshade to Apethorpe and beyond. In time it is hoped to construct a
footpath across the top of the bridge to link King’s Cliffe Meadow to the Village
Field and Millennium Wood.
Unfortunately, the structure is now in need of stabilisation work, to ensure its
safety for both walking underneath and for the eventual use as a footpath across.
A survey has been completed and contractors’ estimates for the work secured.
The quest for grant funding seemed positive until it was realised that while the
bridge is in private ownership (which it is) the grant providers are unable to
release funding. The landowner has agreed to pass ownership, along with that
stretch of the railway cutting, to a community or charity organisation at no cost,
so that the funds can be secured and the bridge saved.
The Parish Council considered taking this on but have declined, which now leaves
the bridge at significant risk. If it cannot be passed to another organisation this
year, then the landowner will demolish it to avoid any future liability. What is
needed, is for someone local to step up and take this on via a charitable trust or
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News from King’s Cliffe
other mechanism.
On 10th February, the Parish Council are hosting a public meeting at KC Active at
7.00pm, to look for a solution within the community. You are all urged to attend if
you wish to save this significant piece of our local heritage.
Charles Tomalin

King’s Cliffe Gardeners’ Association
Our meeting this month will be on Wednesday 23rd February at KC Active, and
we’re delighted to welcome back as speaker, Charles Tomalin. Charles will be well
known to many of you for his passion for wildlife and conservation, and his huge
activity in keeping our Wildplaces maintained. His theme for this month’s talk is a
follow up on his last KCGA one, this time focusing on 'Wildlife in your Garden' Hedgehogs to Holly Blues, and Wrens to Wood mice. We'll be looking at a variety
of the flora and fauna you might expect to see in your own garden, and how to
include suitable habitats to attract them.

Jobs for this month include preparing vegetable and flower seed beds. Many will
require a sunny windowsill, a propagator, or some space in the airing cupboard,
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News from King’s Cliffe
but it’s well worth the effort, and fills us all with a bit of hope of future growth on
those wintry days. Sow thinly and water sparsely to avoid damping-off. Early
carrots, broad beans can be sown outside. Chit potato tubers. Net fruit and
vegetable crops to keep off the birds. Cut autumn raspberry canes right down,
prune gooseberry side shoots back to 2 or 3 buds. Wisteria should be pruned back
to 2 or 3 buds on the stem, removing any remaining ‘whippy’ growth. Hardy
summer flowering clematis can be cut back to encourage good spring growth and
more summer flowers. On milder days it’s a good time to relocate or subdivide
overgrown shrubs. Keep winter pansies and other flowers deadheaded to extend
the flowering season. At least once a week check on overwintering tender plants
such as fuchsias and pelargoniums and remove dead or diseased leaves. Divide
bulbs such as snowdrops. Cut back deciduous grasses and tidy evergreen grasses.
Enjoy those bright days and admire the new shoots…there’s better weather on
the way!
Lindsay Kubicki

King’s Cliffe Heritage
Thank you to everyone who has recycled their printer ink cartridges to raise
money for us. The collection box at John Wooding’s shop was more than full after
Christmas and has now been posted off to recycle4charity, an empty box put in its
place ready to be filled again. There are also boxes at the West Street shop and in
the Cross Keys, and we thank all of them for hosting our collection boxes. Please
keep your cartridges coming: every little helps!
Heritage Centre: Open on Sunday 27th February, 2 – 5pm. February sees our
Heritage Centre at 27 Bridge Street opening again for you to come and see our
growing collection of village artefacts and digital archives that tell the story of
King’s Cliffe in the past. We have the same opening arrangements as before: the
fourth Sunday of the month and Bank Holiday Mondays between February and
October. Our door is open from 2pm to 5pm. Visits on other days, or for groups,
can be arranged by calling our dedicated Heritage Centre number: 0843 8869395.
Sue Trow-Smith

To enquire about booking the King’s Cliffe Memorial Hall please email
vhallbookings@gmail.com or phone 01780 470125.
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Underground Centre
After a rather turbulent couple of years, the trustees of Underground are excited
to announce that The Underground Centre is officially re-opening in the week
beginning 24th January. By the time you are reading this, we will have been
opened for a week. Lots has changed since the last time we posted in the Gazette.
Although we had to close due to the coronavirus pandemic, plans were made to
re-open at the beginning of 2021. Unfortunately, there was a huge amount of
rainfall on the 23rd December 2020, which ended up flooding the lower ground
floor, stretching all the way through to the back of The Underground. This put pay
to the re-opening for a further year. To say we were devastated is an
understatement. Finally, as of the 17th January, we took delivery of the seating,
thus allowing us to re-open to welcome the families of King’s Cliffe and
surrounding villages through our doors once more.
Whilst all of this was happening, Katy (our Development Manager), took the
opportunity to step back from the Underground, ending her time with us to
pursue a more personal venture. The charity would not be where it is today
without her management, dedication and direction; for that, we thank her!

The charity now has two employees: an Administrator (Dawn) and a Children’s
Officer (Jo). We hope you will join us in welcoming them to our village
community. We are seeking to recruit a Fundraising Officer and a Youth Worker; if
you would like further information on these, please email
admin@undergroundcentre.org.uk.
Due to coronavirus, we have switched to contactless payments and this has been
tested successfully at our Warmington Messy Play: we will continue to do this in
King’s Cliffe, so please see our Facebook page or email our Administrator for the
ticketsource link. We hope that you will continue to support our charity as we try
to return to a new sort of normal.
Current weekly events:
Tiddlers - Underground Centre, King’s Cliffe. Monday, 9:30-11:00am.
Messy Play - Village Hall, Warmington. Tuesday, 10:00-11:30am.
Messy Play - Underground Centre, King’s Cliffe. Thursday, 9:30-11:00am.
Upcoming fundraising events:
Breakfast with the Bunny - an event for 0-7s where you can come and share
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breakfast and have a go at some fun crafts. Date: TBC.
Scarecrow Trail - a family event that everyone can get involved in. More
information to follow. Date: 29th April - 2nd May.
Jeanne, Steve & Eve (Trustees of Underground)

Food Basket
There is a Food Basket at the back of the church in King’s Cliffe.
Donations of any non-perishable food can be added to the basket.
If you are in need of any extra food please help yourself.
Please wear a face-covering and observe social distancing guidelines
when entering and leaving and whilst inside the church.
We can also issue Food Bank vouchers for Stamford Food Bank.
Please contact the Church Office by email: office@kingscliffe.church
Citizens Advice have a Stamford Food Bank Helpline: 01476 249069.
Further information on Food Banks can be found at Trussell Trust.
Oundle Food Bank can deliver: contact number 07907 216144.

OUR CONTINUING SERVICES DURING THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC
Although we are not currently providing face-to-face and outreach advice,
we are still providing our Specialist advice services by telephone. Our advice
and assistance is Free, Independent and Confidential (aside from our not-for
-profit Immigration Service).
Our Rushden office is open for initial telephone enquiries to access advice
and assistance on Wednesdays Tel: 01933 313020 from 10am-2pm.
Outside these times please call 01604 621038, Monday–Thursday 10am–2pm
& Friday 10am–1pm, or access our website www.communitylawservice.org.uk)
Registered Charity 1128718.
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King’s Cliffe Parish Council
Meadow Bridge: A public meeting is to be held on Thursday 10th February, 7pm
at King’s Cliffe Active. Members of the community are invited to come along to
see if there is an appetite for a community group, possibly through the use of
‘Trust’ to acquire and maintain the bridge.
Village Grants: King’s Cliffe Parish Council encourage and support organisations
with community activities and viable projects through small grants. Grants
awarded are for the benefit of King’s Cliffe Parish residents and applicants may
make only one grant application per financial year. Applicants are expected to
present the plans, purpose, costings, and all other relevant matters in person at a
Parish Council meeting. Should you wish to apply please contact the Parish Clerk
for an application form which must be submitted by 7th February 2022. For more
details, visit our website: www.kingscliffe-pc.gov.uk and go to the ‘Policies and
Procedures’ section.
Defibrillator Locations: We currently have three defibrillators located at:
•

The old telephone box at the cross, Hall Yard

•

On the outside wall of the Ex-Servicemen’s Club, Wood Road

•

On the wall outside King’s Cliffe Active, Kingsmead, Station Road.

The fourth defibrillator is in the process of being positioned outside the Village
Shop on West Street. We are now trying to agree the best location for the fifth
defibrillator and would appreciate village input into the best location for this to be
positioned. They require an outside power point which costs around £10 per
annum which, should anyone wish to permit the installation outside their
property, the Parish Council will reimburse the electricity expense incurred.
Village Floods: We would appreciate everyone’s support in reporting any village
floods should they occur during turbulent weather. Photo evidence is a great way
for the Parish Clerk to report these incidents, so anyone witnesses any drainage
issues or floods, please send photo evidence to: clerk@kingscliffe-pc.gov.uk
Queens Platinum Celebrations: The Parish Council would like to facilitate the
Queens Platinum Celebrations and would like to invite/encourage anyone wishing
to organise this celebration to the contact the Parish Clerk. The Parish Council
intends to organise a public meeting to encourage our village organisations to
take part in this national celebration.
Tracey Green (Parish Clerk)
01780 470799
clerk@kingscliffe-pc.gov.uk
www.kingscliffe-pc.gov.uk
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Transition King’s Cliffe

Transition King’s Cliffe for environment and community
Climate Change: COP 26 showed us that public
engagement and involvement in community based
initiatives will hold a critical role on reducing
greenhouse gases and building community
resilience. A key aim of Transition King’s Cliffe is to
support low carbon living – because everything
starts at home.
There are now 5 adjacent towns and villages with
environmental groups like ours. It’s clear that there is a growing community of
people looking for ideas on what they can do for a healthier planet. Inspired by
COP 26 we have run a couple of climate cafes, including one in the KC Parish
Church. We had 25 interested residents come along and share what they’re doing,
talk over concerns, and generate ideas for what we could do as a community.
Look out for our community event in March, with presentations from people who
are making a difference and a chance to discuss lots of things we can all do to
help.

TKC Wildplaces: We’re continuing our work in Millennium Wood – creating a new
glade and a significant wildlife habitat mound and shelter. In February, we hope to
finish this off so we can turn to other activities for the spring! Most of the work
will be spade-related. If we have time then we may be able to do some scrub
cutting as well. The date for this work party will be 13th February – starting at
10am as usual. If you can’t make it for the start time at the Willow Lane entrance
then get in touch so I can give directions to the actual work site. Do tell us if you’re
coming, and please bring a spade and/or fork if you have them! Gloves and
sensible footwear as usual as well.
Rockingham Forest Vision: There is a major environmental project brewing in our
area!. A group of experienced and enthusiastic ecologists have put a bid to the
Lottery Fund to reconnect disparate areas of the Rockingham Forest, with new
woodland, meadows, hedgerows etc, to create a nationally important landscape
nature recovery area. This will likely be a 10 year plus programme, with Fineshade
and King’s Cliffe very much at the core. As the first phase of community
engagement starts this year, we are involved and will be hosting a winter walk on
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The Way We Were
27th February, from 10:30am at KC Active. Its free to join in but you’ll need to book
at https://www.fineshade.org.uk/rfevents.
Wildlife in your Garden: On 23rd February at 7.30pm, I'll be following up on my
last King’s Cliffe Gardeners Association talk on 'Wildlife in the Community', with
'Wildlife in your Garden' - Hedgehogs to Holly Blues, and Wrens to Wood mice.
We'll look at a variety of the flora and fauna you might expect to see in your own
garden, and how to include suitable habitats to attract them.
Contact: To get involved or for more information, please get in touch:
info@transitionkingscliffe.org.uk
www.transitionkingscliffe.org.uk
Facebook: Transition Kings Cliffe
Charles Tomalin

The Way We Were
Our shiny, regilded cockerel is back in place at the
top of our church spire looking very handsome in
the winter sunshine. After the piece I wrote last
month, somebody asked me why we have a
cockerel as the weathervane on our church spire.
The answer to that question goes back a long way.
Weathervanes are said to have been invented by
the Greek astronomer Andronicus in 48BC. ‘Vane’
is an Old English word meaning a banner or flag,
even a strip of cloth, which would have been used from ancient times to tell people
the direction and strength of the wind. Stylised metal banners are often still used
as weathervanes but not on Christian churches, where it is invariably a cockerel.
The image of a cockerel became the symbol of St Peter because of the prediction
made by Jesus at the Last Supper that Peter would deny knowing him three times
before the cock crowed the following morning. Peter declared he would never
disown Jesus but in the event he did, only to repent when he heard the cock
crowing. Later, Peter worked hard to establish the early Christian church and
became the first Pope.
It was one of Peter’s successors, Pope Gregory I, around 600A.D. who declared the
cockerel to be the most suitable symbol for Christianity itself and some early
churches started to use weathervanes in the form of a cockerel.
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In the 9th century, Pope Nicholas I (Pope from 858 to 867) made it compulsory for
a cockerel to be displayed on every church in Christendom. The cockerel was
commonly fitted as a weathervane. Here at King’s Cliffe, the oldest remaining part
of the church building is the base of the tower, which dates to the late 11th or early
12th century. There was probably a small Saxon chapel on the site before that. The
steeple and spire were not added to the church tower until the 13th century. With
no spire to perch on, I imagine the cockerel must have been positioned somewhere
on the top of the tower, which would have been the highest point of the building
until the steeple and spire were added.

How long did it continue to be a requirement that there should be a cockerel on
every church in Christendom? I’m afraid I haven’t been able to find an answer to
that question, though I did notice this morning that the church at Blatherwycke
appears not to have a cockerel on its tower which was rebuilt in the early 17th
century.
Sue Trow-Smith for King’s Cliffe Heritage

Nature Notes for January and February
On a crisp, frosty morning, mine were the first feet to compress
the white, glistening grass beside the wood, leaving a trail of
footprints. Even the wet mud was frozen solid this morning,
making walking much more pleasurable. Across the field
undulated a pair of Green Woodpeckers, their green wings flashing in the morning
light. They announced their presence with loud yaffling calls as they landed in a
group of trees. There were more calls from further along the path as this is a
regular feeding ground for them due to the closely grazed grass. From a nearby
tree a Raven croaked loudly. They appear to have established themselves here now
and can be seen and heard regularly.
The bird feeders in the garden have been ignored by most species for a long time.
However, the cold has encouraged them to take advantage now as natural food
resources run low. In past years House Sparrows have been absent but have now
become frequent visitors. The most enchanting are Long Tailed Tits which descend
in small groups, grab a morsel of food, and just as quickly depart to find food
elsewhere.
Occasionally a more uncommon visitor appears and this week it is a female
Blackcap that is tucking into the fat balls. This will be a bird that has migrated from
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Paws For Thought
Continental Europe to escape the cold. Here it will feed, find a mate, and then
return to its usual breeding grounds as Spring approaches.

On a warm, sunny day a Small Tortoiseshell butterfly emerged to fly around the
dining room. This is one of several species including Brimstone, Comma and
Peacock that hibernate during Winter. If they select a location that is too warm,
they can use up stored body reserves by flying around and not survive until next
Spring. The best way to help them is to release them outside on a warmer day to
allow them an opportunity to find a cooler, sheltered hiding place.
After dark the haunting calls of Tawny Owls carry a long way on the crisp night air. I
enjoy standing in the garden to listen to their hoots from the far side of the valley.
All these sights and sounds are integral to the place where we live. Why not make
some special time to appreciate them.
Fledgling

Paws for Thought
The Theological Education of Rectory Puppy
Welcome to the next instalment of the continuing theological education of Jessie
(The rectory puppy) under the wise tutelage of Lexie (a wise old dog with formal
theological training and many years’ experience).
Jessie: Yesterday was brilliant!!
Lexie: Indeed, any particular bit?
Jessie: Well, breakfast, walks, treats, dinner, cuddling by the fire and meeting that
man and his dog. They were really lucky!
Lexie: Which man and his dog?
Jessie: You know, the dog who spends all day out on a walk and even gets to sleep
with his owner.

Paws For Thought
Lexie: You mean the homeless man and his dog?
Jessie: Yes, they are so lucky!
Lexie: I am not sure I see it the same way, they might be out for a walk all the time, but
they have to sleep outside. They don’t have regular meals and life is very tough
for them.
Jessie: Oh? What do you mean no regular meals?
Lexie: That is what you focused on? What about sleeping out in the cold?
Jessie: At this time of year?
Lexie: Yes.

Jessie: Even when it’s raining?
Lexie: Yes.
Jessie: We should do something!!
Lexie: Yes, Jesus taught us to care for the poor and
homeless.
Jessie: But what can we do?
Lexie: Food is a good place to start.
Jessie: Brilliant, food is always a good place to start.
Lexie: Hmmm, I meant that we could give some food.
Jessie: Oh, what food?
Lexie: Well, anything that can be eaten easily and doesn’t need a kitchen.
Jessie: Like biscuits?
Lexie: Yes.
Jessie: And sausages?
Lexie: Perhaps not, they need cooking in an oven.
Jessie: WHAT? You mean on top of being homeless and not having regular meals, they
don’t have SAUSAGES!! That is terrible.

Lexie: Yes, well Rev Keir works with a homeless charity in Peterborough, and they are
particularly asking for Pot Noodles, cereal, breakfast bars, crisps, biscuits, coffee,
long life milk, sugar, pasta pots and fruit.
Jessie: Brilliant – where do we take them?
Lexie: If they are left in the box inside Easton on the Hill church, Rev Keir will take them
to those who need them.
Jessie: Is this what you mean when you say we need to ‘Live God’s Love’?
Lexie: Exactly, you are learning so much about faith.

Rev Keir Dow

Announcements

King’s Cliffe Ex-Servicemens’
& Social Club
Wish everyone a very Happy New Year!

Membership for 2022
All members who paid their annual
subscription before 23rd March 2020
(first covid lockdown) pay £1
Renewals £10 New Members £15

Opening Hours
Mondays - Closed
Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Thursdays 12 noon to 2pm & 5pm to 11pm
Fridays & Saturdays - 12 noon to 12 midnight
Sundays - 12 noon to 11pm

Day and weekend passes available
New members always welcome
C.I.U. Affiliated
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News from Bulwick and Blatherwycke

St. Nicholas Church, Bulwick
Dress A Girl Around The World: Meetings will resume on the
third Tuesday of the month from 2 to 4pm. The first full
meeting of the year will be held in the church on Tuesday
15th February. A full programme of dates will be agreed at
the meeting and there will also be an update on where items
have been distributed to. If you wish to come along and see
what the group does, or just join us for a tea/coffee you will
be very welcome.
Church and Churchyard: Once again, I am asking for help to keep the church and
churchyards in good order. If you can give some of your time to help with cleaning
in the church or would like to be put on the rota for floral arranging, please get in
touch. Bulwick and Blatherwycke churchyards need help throughout the year to
keep the churchyards looking good. There will be a Churchyard Spring Clean at St
Nicholas on Saturday 12th March 10am to 12 noon. We usually have good attendance for this event and hopefully that will be the same for this year. If you would
like to help but cannot do so on that date, then you can still adopt an area to look
after, just let me know if you can help with the church or churchyards, your help
will be very much appreciated.
Teas and Stalls: On Saturday 19th March, 1pm to 4pm, there will be stalls in the
church with crafts, artwork, jewellery, cakes, plants, books, tombola and teas. All
proceeds will be for the Marie Curie Daffodil event and church funds. There will be
no admission fee, so please come along and support this event, whilst catching up
with neighbours over a cuppa. If you have any items that would be suitable for the
tombola stall or can provide a cake, I would love to hear from you.
Looking Ahead: As part of the Platinum Jubilee celebrations this year, the church
will stage a floral display themed as a ‘Tribute to Her Majesty.’ The floral arrangers
are now planning the layout for the display and from Thursday 2nd June, the
church will be open for public viewing. The intention is to gather the parish together on Thursday 2nd June in the evening for cheese and wine, and to get the celebrations under way for this momentous occasion. If you would like to get involved
with the flower arranging or helping in the church, please get in touch.
The Queen’s Head: Some good news! The Queen’s Head public house will re-open
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on 15th February. To find out what the opening times will be, go to their website.
Bulwick Shop: Bulwick Shop has always been a good place to shop and take refreshments in the beautiful garden at the back. The outside refreshment area is
now enclosed, so you can sit outside and not get wet or cold. The shop is open
Monday to Saturday 10:00am to 4pm.
Horticultural Show: The committee is finalising the April Spring Show and Annual
August Show, details to follow next month.
Alma O’Neill, Churchwarden (450300)

Bulwick Contacts
Bulwick Village Centre: Email - bulwickvillagecentre@gmail.com
Bulwick Parish Council: Email - info@bulwickpc.org.uk
(see also noticeboard outside shop entrance)
Bulwick Village Shop: Email - hello@thepickled.shop
Phone - 01780 450774
New Lodge Farm shop and café: Email - shop@newlodgefarm.com
Phone - 01780 450493

Laxton Village Hall
Happy February to all, spring is not quite as far away as it
was last month, and omicron may have peaked. Two reasons to celebrate!
Laxton Village Hall remains open to the public to hire. If
you are interested, or would like to offer help or support
please follow and message us on Facebook at ‘Village Hall
Laxton’ or email info@laxtonvillagehall.org
A Coronavirus Note: In line with governmental guidance, we ask all to follow the
current guidelines (whatever they are at the time of publication). We ask that those
displaying coronavirus symptoms or those who have been asked to isolate do not
attend our events. These events may be subject to change at short notice, please
follow the Facebook page above or join the email list. Any last-minute changes will
be communicated through these channels.
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News from Laxton
Laxton Village Hall is Online: We start this month’s update with some exciting
news, Laxton Village Hall has entered the 21st Century! The management committee is very pleased to announce that Laxton Village Hall now has internet connectivity! The committee has secured an internet link from Gigaclear under their
'Community Hub' Scheme. This scheme helps community hubs such as village halls
to be connected to a fast internet connection at no cost for a period of 12 months,
it's use is then reviewed and can be renewed again. Installation and commissioning
took place on the 7th January, just in time for the first coffee morning of 2022 on
the 8th. Following configuration from the committee, Gigaclear’s connection and
Wi-Fi router were first used by some who attended the coffee morning. Please look
for the signs around the hall with the Wi-Fi password, it is free for all attending the
Village Hall to use.
One huge advantage of this is that once on the Wi-Fi network, mobile phones
which have the 'Wi-Fi calling feature' enabled (most phones can do this) will be
able to make and receive telephone calls which hasn't previously been possible due
to very poor network coverage in the village, as we all know. This also provides the
ability to make 999 calls which is vital if there is an emergency. The committee
plans to also use this connection to allow contactless payment to be taken which
will be very helpful for future events, and this will also allow the instillation of a
defibrillator, which is the next step. The committee is thrilled to have been able to
bring this improvement to our already brilliant hall.
Coffee Morning: Sharon Murdoch hosted the January Coffee Morning. Although
numbers were down due to some regulars isolating, it was a successful morning
and so we were able to make a donation of £50 to The Air Ambulance. Lovely bird
and butterfly boxes were also sold at the event raising over £30 which was also
donated to The Air Ambulance, thank you to Clive Harvey for making and selling
these. The February Coffee Morning, hosted by Vivien Harvey and Glenys Howarth
will be held on Saturday 12th February at 10.30am to 12.00pm. A selection of chat,
tea, coffee, and cakes will be available. All are very welcome.
Book Club: The Book Club will meet on the 8th of February at 7.30pm. The book
for discussion in February is ‘Foster’ by Claire Keegan, then in March, ‘The Rings of
Saturn’ by WG Sebald will be up for discussion. The group is keen on attracting new
members, if you would like more information, please message John McCrone either
via info@laxtonvillagehall.org or on 07522 862723.
The Mortlocks
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Beautiful curtains, blinds and soft furnishings
designed and created to compliment your home.

For a free
home consultation
and quote call
07957 686595
www.georginascurtainsandkeepsakes.com
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Kings Cliffe Bakery
68 West Street, Kings Cliffe
Café now open
Wednesday–Saturday
3 Star Lane, Stamford
and now open in Harborough Market
For up-to-date opening times please visit our website:

www.kingscliffebakery.com
e: hello@kingscliffebakery.com
01780 470205
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K.C. PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
KING’S CLIFFE
• Extensions, Renovations,

Conversions etc.
• Repointing, Patios, Paving.
• Stonework, Brickwork,
Garden Walls.
• Groundworks & Footings.
• Digger Hire & Driver.
• Plastering.
• Interior & Exterior Decorating.

Bespoke picture
framing
Oils, watercolour, textiles, etc.
Large or small.

Contact:

FELICITY THISTLETHWAITE

m: 07943 127979
t: 01780 470275

FOR FREE QUOTATIONS PLEASE CALL

KEVIN CUNNINGTON
07946 139754

e: fthistlethwaite@
rocketmail.com
www.efflejay.co.uk

MATT CZEREMSZNSKY
07984 956947

Member of the Fine Art Trade Guild

R E Newton Ltd (Nassington)
SPECIALIST CARPENTRY JOINERY & BUILDING WORK
The Complete Refurbishment Specialist

 Internal alterations to Extensions
 Listed & Period Building Specialist
 Hand Made Kitchens to your design and colour
 Built in Wardrobes to cupboards/bookcases
 Purpose made joinery – windows and doors
Est. Since 1989
www.renewton.com

Email: Edward@renewton.wanadoo.co.uk

Tel: Daytime 07831 256087 Evening 01780 782704
FOR ALL YOUR CARPENTRY AND BUILDING NEEDS
24

Advertisements

Martin James

The Village Sweep
Your local chimney sweeping service.
Stove repairs: rope seals, firebricks etc.

Certificates issued.

Fully insured.
07749 438567
01780 470275
mhj1@btinternet.com

Are your carpets and upholstery in need of a freshen up?
Look no further!
Fully trained and insured to clean carpets and upholstery
for both domestic and commercial clients.
Colin Smith is local to the area and can give you a
competitive quote today.
Don’t hesitate, give him a ring on
01780 471015 or 07919857311
Email: mysmartcarpet@yahoo.co.uk
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Sports facilities available for hire by individuals or clubs including
•
•
•
•

Floodlit Netball and Tennis Courts (from £5 per hour)
Community room perfect for parties or meetings (£10 per hour)
Full size grass pitches (from £40 per match)
Floodlit MUGA 3G multi-use games area (from £25 per hour)

To hire please contact Margaret on 0333 0062129, message us on
Facebook or email enquiries@kcactive.co.uk

Ranger
Gas
Servicing/Breakdown
Installation of all Gas
Appliances
Oil/Gas/LPG
Heat pumps/Solar
Tel: 07824 443062
Email:
Jamieheating@gmail.com
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PETER RIDDINGTON LANDSCAPING
We install Patios, Driveways, Ponds, Stone Walls,
Decking and Fencing.
We plant Trees and shrubs and offer a complete
Garden Maintenance.

We supply and lay turf or grass seed with lawn management.
Garden design service provided.

Contact Peter Riddington today for a free quotation
Telephone: 01780 783004
Mobile 07860 962068
Email: peter@peterriddington.co.uk
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An independent and privately-owned, family-run
funeral directors based in Uppingham, offering a
sensitive and dignified service to help support you
through a difficult time and provide peace of mind.

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST
PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLANS AVAILABLE
Tel: 01572 823976
www.emdormanfunerals.co.uk

01832
272269

CROWSONS
D.W. Gunn DipFD

01832
272269

A FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS
SERVING THE COMMUNITY
FOR OVER ONE HUNDRED YEARS
• Caring personal attention
• Chapels of rest
• 24 hour service to all areas
• Flowers and catering available
• Memorials
• Advice on Golden Charter pre-payment Schemes

BARNWELL, OUNDLE, PETERBOROUGH, PE8 5PS
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Village Pizzas
Open Tue – Sat for
Collection 4.30pm – 10pm
or Delivery 6pm till 10pm

01780
784587
View our Menu at
www.villagepizzas.co.uk
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Early years education for children aged 2 – 4

Growing a Love for Learning
King’s Cliffe Endowed Pre-school offers the highest
standards of care and play opportunities for children
aged 2 to 4 years.
Our ethos is to nurture and establish our children’s love
for learning and exploration by providing the best
possible experiences and opportunities.
We now have an amazing Early Years Outdoor Area.

Fully funded places available.

King’s Cliffe Endowed
Pre-School,
Kings Forest, King’s Cliffe,
PE8 6XS.

For more information please contact the School Office
on 01780 470259 or email katy.evans@kceps.co.uk

We offer sessions that
run from 9.00am until 3.00pm.
Please visit our website at www.kingscliffeschool.co.uk for
more information about our wonderful Pre-School
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Simba’s Den Day Nursery
Main Street, Bulwick, NN17 3DY

Outstanding homely childcare in an idyllic countryside location
Open all year Monday to Friday 8am–6pm
Fully funded 2 and 3 year old places available.
Pre-school led by an early year’s professional.
Close links to all schools.
Weekly Ballet lessons from 2 years.
Weekly forest school sessions at Fineshade wood.
Lovely large outside area.
Telephone: 01780 450937
Email/Web: info@simbasden.co.uk www.simbasden.co.uk
31

Diary

February
3 Feb

Women’s Fellowship

14:00

Parish Church, KC

8 Feb

Laxton Book Club

19:30

Village Hall, Laxton

9 Feb

KC Coffee Morning

10:30

Parish Church, KC

10 Feb

Meadow Bridge Meeting

19:00

KC Active, KC

12 Feb

Laxton Coffee Morning

10:30-12:00 Village Hall, Laxton

13 Jan

TKC Wildplaces Workparty

10:00-13:00 Millennium Wood, KC

15 Feb

Dress A Girl Group

14:00-16:00 Parish Church, Bulwick

23 Feb

KCGA Meeting
(Wildlife in your Garden)

19:30

27 Feb

TKC Winter Walk

10:30-12:30 KC Active, KC

27 Feb

KC Heritage Centre Open

14:00-17:00 27 Bridge St, KC

KC Active, KC

March
4 Mar WDP Service
12 Mar Churchyard Spring Clean

12:00

Parish Church, KC

10:00-12:00 Parish Church, Bulwick

Gazette Contacts
You are requested to make contact by Email whenever possible.
Editor (Articles, News and Events): Jo Jones, gazette@kingscliffe.church
Commercial Advertising: Andrea Fern, andrea.fern@avus-consulting.co.uk
Hand-written contributions can be left in the box at the back of King’s Cliffe church.
The Closing Date for all copy is the 15th of the previous month.
The Gazette is published by All Saints and St James Church, King’s Cliffe
as a service to the community. It is written, edited and distributed by
volunteers from all three parishes. An electronic version is available here:
www.kingscliffe.church/gazette

