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From the Parish Priest 

Moving towards 2022  

As we enter a New Year there are two important aspects of our common 

life on which our churches will continue to focus time and attention.  

First Safeguarding, where the churches have a poor record. In our group of 

churches, each church now has a safeguarding officer whose role is to 

ensure that those in our churches who are in contact with children or with 

vulnerable adults understand what safeguarding means, have themselves 

had DBS checks and receive regular training. This includes all members of 

the PCCs and all licensed clergy and lay ministers. 

The second aspect is Inclusion. Our churches are working hard to provide 

an environment and culture where all people feel welcomed and 

accepted. ‘‘Inclusive Church” offers this definition, “We believe in inclusive 

church – a church which celebrates and affirms every person and does not 

discriminate. We will continue to challenge the church where it continues 

to discriminate against people on grounds of disability, economic power, 

ethnicity, gender, gender identity, learning disability, mental health, 

neurodiversity, or sexuality. We believe in a Church which welcomes and 

serves all people in the name of Jesus Christ, which is scripturally faithful; 

which seeks to proclaim the Gospel afresh for each generation; and which, 

in the power of the Holy Spirit, allows all people to grasp how wide and 

long and high and deep is the love of Jesus Christ.” 

Philip Davies 
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Curate on the Hill 

January is a funny month. People are often 

excited about a fresh start or new year’s 

resolutions, yet the nights are dark and the 

weather can be unpleasant. For me I like to 

ensure that Christmas has its full time and so 

celebrating goes right up until Epiphany. 

Epiphany is on the 6th of January and is the 

12th day of Christmas. It is signified in the 

church as being the arrival of the Magi to see the Christ-child.  

There is a tradition to do a house blessing on Epiphany which is marked by 

chalk on or above the door. This can look like some sort of mystery code 

straight from a Dan Brown novel, or a mathematical equation. For this 

coming epiphany it will look like this: 

20 + C + M + B + 22 

There is, like most ancient traditions, differences of opinion as to all of the 

symbolic aspects of the ‘chalking of the doors’. My understanding is that 

the year is written but the blessing sits within the whole year. This means 

that the 2022 contains the blessing. The + symbols represent Christ who is 

held within all other things. The Letters C, M and B stand for Christus 

mansionem benedicat. For all of you Latin scholars will know that this 

means Christ Bless this House. Although I don’t believe that anything bad 

will happen if this is not done, I like the idea of marking the time of year 

and leaving a reminder on the door for the year.  

If you would like to do an Epiphany blessing at your house, please let me 

know and I can make sure you have all you need.                              Keir Dow 
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Church Services in January 

All Saints and St James – King’s Cliffe 

  2 January 10:30 Benefice Communion 

  9 January 10:30 Family Communion 

16 January 10:30 Morning Worship 

23 January 10:30 Family Communion 

30 January 10:30 Benefice Communion 

St Nicholas – Bulwick 

12 January 19:00 Evening Prayer 

All Saints – Laxton 

23 January 17:00 Evening Prayer 

The Benefice of 

King’s Cliffe, Bulwick & Blatherwycke and Laxton 

Curate Revd Keir Dow 753283 

Lay Minister Sophy Jubb                 clerk@kingscliffe,church 

Reader David Teall 450407 

Co-ordinator (General Enquiries) Katy Evans office@kingscliffe.church 

Clerk (Baptisms & Weddings) Sophy Jubb clerk@kingscliffe.church 

Churchwardens 

King’s Cliffe Felicity Thistlethwaite 470275 

 Susannah Sutton  07990 088228 

Bulwick & Blatherwycke Alma O’Neill 450300 

Laxton Michael Harrison 450362 

 Rupert Boyle 450260 

For further information about all the services in our Benefice including 
Collyweston and Easton-on-the-Hill visit: www.kingscliffe.church 
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 Readings and Prayers for the Sundays in January 

2 January OT Isaiah 60.1-6 

Epiphany Gospel Matthew 2.1-12 

We pray for all those who live in Daleswood Rise, Elm Close, Fineshade 

Close, Forest Approach and Hall Yard, King’s Cliffe. 

9 January NT Acts 8.14-17 

Baptism of Christ Gospel Luke 3.15-17 & 21-22 

We pray for all the residents of Bulwick. 

16 January NT 1 Corinthians 12.1-11 

Second Sunday after Epiphany Gospel John 2.1-11 

We pray for all those who live in Hazel Lane, Howard’s Meadow, King’s 

Forest, Law’s Lane and Mazewood Gate, King’s Cliffe. 

23 January NT 1 Corinthians 12.12-31a 

Third Sunday after Epiphany Gospel Luke 4.14-21 

We pray for all the residents of Collyweston. 

30 January NT Hebrews 2.14-end 

Candlemas Gospel Luke 2.22-40 

We pray for all those who live in Millwood Way, Oak Lane, Orchard Lane, 

Park Close and Park Street, King’s Cliffe. 

Food Basket 
There is a Food Basket at the back of the church in King’s Cliffe. 

Donations of any non-perishable food can be added to the basket. 
If you are in need of any extra food please help yourself. 

Please wear a face-covering and observe social distancing guidelines  
when entering and leaving and whilst inside the church. 

We can also issue Food Bank vouchers for Stamford Food Bank.  
Please contact the Church Office by email: office@kingscliffe.church 

Citizens Advice have a Stamford Food Bank Helpline: 01476 249069. 

Further information on Food Banks can be found at Trussell Trust. 

Oundle Food Bank can deliver: contact number 07907 216144. 
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To enquire about booking the King’s Cliffe Memorial Hall please email 
vhallbookings@gmail.com or phone 01780 470125. 

King’s Cliffe Ecumenical Women’s Fellowship Group 

On 2nd December we were delighted to meet up and enjoy a very tasty Christmas 

meal at the Cross Keys pub. It was lovely to hear the buzz of conversation as we 

caught up with friends. We were delighted that Revd Philp and Julia, his wife, 

were able to join us. Many thanks to the staff at the Cross Keys for making the 

occasion so enjoyable. Our next meeting will be on Thursday 6th January when we 

will revisit the Christmas Story and sing carols. Refreshments will be provided, but 

please remember to bring a small gift for our belated Secret Santa. All welcome. 

Wishing everyone a Happy New Year.                                                         Christine Ball 

Church Coffee Morning 

We had a delightful Coffee Morning at the back of the church last month. The 

morning was made extra special by enjoying mince pies, sherry and singing carols. 

Thank you to everyone who helped with the refreshments, setting and clearing 

up, also to Stephen Barber who came and played the organ for us. Our next 

Coffee morning will be on Wednesday 12th January at 10.30 in the church. 

Everyone is very welcome.                                                  Church Coffee Team 

King’s Cliffe Heritage 

2022 Calendar:  We sold all the calendars we had printed and thank all those who 

bought them for their support with this fund-raising project of ours. 

Unfortunately, in December we discovered a printing error on the page for May 

where the calendar grid started the month on a Saturday instead of a Sunday as it 

should. Inkwell Printers were quick to correct this by printing a replacement label 

page for May and we are getting these out to all the people we know bought 

calendars. If you have not heard from us about this it will be because we don’t 

know you bought a calendar. We know most of the people who did, but not all. 

So, if you bought one, or more, and haven’t heard from us, please tell us by calling 

me on 01780 470350 or drop a note through my letterbox at 40 West Street, with 

your name, postal address (just house number and street name if you live in 

King’s Cliffe) and the number of calendars you bought. Our apologies for this and 

thanks for your help to put it right. 
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 Heritage Meeting:  Thursday 20th January, 7.30pm at KC Active. ‘Quarrying in the 

past around King’s Cliffe’ is our topic for the evening. Quarrying for stone and 

other materials has gone on around the village over several centuries. Our talk, 

illustrated with slides and maps, will be looking at where the quarrying was done, 

what was being quarried and how it was used. All are welcome at our meetings 

and if you have personal or family memories of working in the quarries, or any 

memorabilia connected with them, we hope you will bring them along. 

Admission: £1 for KCH members; £2 for non-members. Tea, coffee and biscuits £1. 

Please do bring a facemask to wear.                                                       Sue Trow-Smith 

King’s Cliffe Gardeners’ Association 

Our January meeting will be held at KC Active on Wednesday 26 January 2022 at 

7.30pm. It’s the AGM, and we will also get to enjoy a talk by Judy Templar about 

peonies: we can but dream about summer! Open to all, and we encourage people 

to come along just to find out what we are all about. You don't have to know a lot 

about gardening, just have an interest – whether you have a big garden or 

courtyard container garden, we welcome all! 

Here are a few gardening tips for you to keep busy in January: double check your 

defences against wind and extreme cold (fleece or even bubble wrap round pots). 

Prune back to ground level, and now is the time to prune apple and pear trees. 

Clean pots and greenhouse ready for spring. Plan your veg crop rotation and buy 

seeds. Prune autumn fruiting raspberries towards the end of the month or early 

February. Keep putting food and water out for the birds. Enjoy early flowering 

snowdrops and crocuses and the mystical changing winter light and landscape 

around our lovely village.                                                                           Lindsay Kubicki 

King’s Cliffe Parish Council 

Happy New Year:  We would like to wish everyone a happy and safe new year. At 

the time of writing, it looks we are seeing additional restrictions being introduced, 

we obviously need to ensure that we follow the best advice by keeping our 

distance and wearing a mask when in shops or in areas where there are large 

numbers of people. 

Bridge Street Wall:  We appreciate the concerns that have been raised, 

particularly by the residents of Bridge Street on the other side of the collapsed 

wall going out of the village where there is no footpath at present. In the Summer, 

the Parish Council urged the Almshouse Charity, which owns the wall to push 
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ahead with its reinstatement and indeed we contacted Highways in the same 

vein. 

In November, it was announced that the road was to be totally closed for 6 weeks 

and we objected on the basis that neither Highways nor the Parish Council had 

been consulted. Since then, Highways have agreed that provision should be made 

for a footpath, but they do not believe it is possible to make provision for motor 

traffic to pass through.  

At the time of writing, we are in discussion with Highways about access outside of 

working hours or controlled access by traffic lights, but it seems they are unlikely 

to change their minds. We have also written to our three unitary councillors 

asking for their assistance in coming to a compromise. Finally, if the road closure 

does take place, we have spoken to the charity about parking on the village side 

of the closure and for Highways to ensure that the detour is properly signposted 

and indeed gritted.  

Meadow Bridge:  At our December Parish Council meeting we had a further 

discussion on the proposal by Transition/Wildplaces that the Parish Council 

purchases the above bridge. The Parish Council spent time considering this but 

felt that the because of the scale of the project that it was not something that the 

Parish Council could undertake. However, the Parish Council can see the merits of 

retaining this Victorian bridge and have agreed to hold a public meeting prior to 

their February meeting on Thursday 11th February 2022. Members of the 

community are invited to come along to see if there is an appetite for a 

community group that could, possibly through the use of ‘Trust,’ acquire and 

maintain the bridge.  

Grant Awards:  King’s Cliffe Parish Council encourage and support organisations 

with community activities and viable projects through small grants. Grants 

awarded are for the benefit of King’s Cliffe Parish residents and applicants may 

make only one grant application per financial year. Applicants are expected to 

present the plans, purpose, costings and all other relevant matters in person at a 

Parish Council meeting. Should you wish to apply please contact the Parish Clerk 

for an application form which must be submitted by 31st January 2022. For more 

details, visit our website: www.kingscliffe-pc.gov.uk and go to the ‘Policies and 

Procedures’ section.                                                               Tracey Green (Parish Clerk) 

01780 470799              clerk@kingscliffe-pc.gov.uk            www.kingscliffe-pc.gov.uk 
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King’s Cliffe Active 

At last, we can report that the building work for the Pavilion extension is largely 

complete and we have an additional Community Room available for use on the 

lower ground floor, which with the Gym, KIA and other activities is a very 

necessary addition. We are very pleased that we have just secured a new grant 

from the FCC Communities Foundation to enable us to complete the fitting out of 

the new space – kitchen area, tables and chairs and air conditioning/heating. But 

we have also identified a range of further improvements that we can make to the 

facility and the site and we will be working hard in 2022 to address these. 

The work that Neal Lattimore has done with his Active Performance team at the 

Gym has been fantastic. The facility itself, the range of classes available and the 

great link that has developed with the King’s Cliffe and Wansford Surgery for the 

Get Active classes. And this is complemented by the other activities established by 

Pip Fairhall (Health & Wellbeing Coach) such as the Monday Short Walks, Tuesday 

Café, and Wednesday Strength and Balance classes. Look out for more new and 

different activities in the New Year. 

Earlier in the year we secured a grant from the Football Foundation from their 

Grass Pitch Maintenance Fund in partnership with the King’s Cliffe United Football 

Club and over the next 6 years we will have some funds to improve and maintain 

the quality of the grass pitches. We are also investing in the MUGA (Multi Use 

Games Area) to maintain the quality of this surface and enable it to be used for 

competitive matches (we have to pass an inspection by the Football Association). 

Also, earlier in the year we established plans for a Community Garden/Gardening 

Project and are now moving this forward as a result of an award from the 

Postcode Places Trust. We had a meeting in early December and will have 

monthly meetings through the early part of 2022 to firm up our plans and are very 

much on the lookout for volunteers from the local community to join in, be that 

at this planning stage or dare I say it when we get to digging! We are working 

closely with the Surgery for we are very grateful for an allocation of funds from 

Communicare from a donation from Rosie McDonnell. Once we have established 

the Garden/Project we are aiming to involve their patients through Social 

Prescribing – contributing positively to patients physical and mental wellbeing and 

to social and community interaction.  

Simon Fairhall (Chair of the KC Active Trustees) 

www.kcactive.co.uk 
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 Transition King’s Cliffe  for environment and community 

Transition Christmas Fair:  The Christmas Fair was a 

great success with the use of the marquee as outside 

space being a way of keeping as many stallholders as 

possible under cover while keeping the event Covid 

safe. Transition King’s Cliffe would like to thank all 

contributors for helping this popular event make a 

welcome return. Just over £600 was raised for us to 

spend on projects around the village over the next 

year. 

Meadow Bridge:  As reported elsewhere, the Parish Council have declined to take 

on custodianship of Meadow Bridge in the railway cutting. Without a community 

group taking this on, the bridge will be demolished in 2022. We really don’t want 

to see this happen, as it is an important part of our village heritage as well as a 

beautiful structure adding interest to our railway path. We would also like to open 

a path across the top into KC Meadow. The Parish Council have offered to host a 

public meeting before their own meeting on Thursday February 11th at 7pm. We 

will provide more background to this situation in the next Gazette and on social 

media, but for now please put this date in your diaries. 

2021 to 2022:  Despite the challenges of 2021, Transition King’s Cliffe has had 

great engagement from the village. The community’s love for the natural 

environment shows through amazing participation in Wildplaces events and use of 

the local green spaces the team have worked hard on to improve. We have done a 

lot on active travel, food, Wildplaces, and events and we’re proud of what we have 

achieved. However, we think we can go further. We’re looking to promote green 

energy and energy saving awareness, how to cut down on waste, and how to 

support the community on the transition to electric vehicles and more active 

travel. 

If you have tried a new technology or implemented something green in your life – 

we’d love to feature you in a case study to help inspire others. Please email us. If 

you have a spare hour a month, get in touch! We especially need help with 

coordinating events and our social media.  

TKC Wildplaces:  Our November workparty cleared a new glade in the Millennium 

Wood and we expect to continue this work in December. For January, we are 
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hoping to start on a new glade in the woods, learning from our previous activities. 

The date for this workparty will be 9th January – again starting at 10am. If you 

can’t make it for the start time at the Willow Lane entrance, then get in touch so I 

can give directions to the actual work site. We will not be using power tools, so a 

safe event for everyone including children. Do tell us if you’re coming, and bring 

bowsaws, loppers, strong secateurs and gloves!  

Contact:  To get involved or for more information, please get in touch:  

info@transitionkingscliffe.org.uk       www.transitionkingscliffe.org.uk 

Facebook: Transition Kings Cliffe                                                             Charles Tomalin 

The Way We Were 

You will no doubt have noticed that the weathervane cockerel on our Parish 

Church spire was taken down recently and sent away to be re-gilded. The cost of 

gilding with gold leaf, as before, is being covered by a generous donation with the 

hope that the cockerel will then shine out for us all as a remembrance of those no 

longer with us.  

To get the cockerel down, on 25th November the steeplejacks put up their ladder 

on the south side of the tower and spire and Felicity Thistlethwaite took some 

photographs of them in action. Charles Atkinson took some close-up pictures of 

the cockerel after it had been taken down. His pictures reveal two interesting 

features: the first is what appear to be two bullet-holes of unknown date; the 

second is some lettering stamped onto the cockerel’s tail. The lettering reads: 

‘REV. P.J.M. BRYAN, RECTOR, 1966’. 

Fortunately, we have a full set of the Parish Gazettes written by John Bryan from 

1956 to 1985. In the Gazette for May 1966 there is a full account of the surveyors’ 

report on the fabric of the church and the work needed to be done. In October 

1966 steeplejacks put up their ladder right to the top of the spire – rather as now 

– to make a closer inspection. To quote John Bryan: “The topmost 3’ 6” of the 

spire has been lifted by 1½ inches, probably by corrosion of the iron plate built 

into the masonry in 1898 to carry the cockerel.” During the work in 1966 the 

distressed condition of the cockerel could be seen and the decision was made to 

send it away for re-gilding. That must be when John Bryan’s name was stamped 

into the cockerel’s tail, as there are still traces now of old gilding in the lettering. 

John Bryan’s reference to work in 1898 takes us to a photograph in our archives 

showing men on scaffolding up the tower and spire. It records the general 
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 restoration work carried out in 1897/8 and the installation of a new church clock 

with clock faces as a permanent commemoration of the Diamond Jubilee of Queen 

Victoria in 1897. At the very top of the spire, one of the steeplejacks is perched 

immediately below the newly gilded cockerel. Below him stands the Rector, John 

Woodroffe, with three workmen and a young boy. There is another youngster on a 

lower platform at the base of the spire. I wonder if they were members of the 

Church Choir.                                                     Sue Trow-Smith for King’s Cliffe Heritage 

Nature Notes for December and January 

This is the season when, in the natural world, robins take centre stage. We see 

them on Christmas cards, decorating Christmas trees and floral displays and of 

course regularly visiting our gardens and bird feeders. Their prominence really 

developed as a result of Victorian postmen wearing distinctive red tunics which 

caused people to link them with a bird seen frequently during the period when so 

many cards were being delivered. The postmen became known as Robins and the 

little bird has since that time forever been associated with Christmas. 

If you look closely, it is obvious that the robin’s breast is orange rather than red. 

This anomaly came about because in Victorian times the word ‘orange’ was not in 

use, so red was the nearest available description for the colour. 

Robins are ground feeding birds with an appetite for small seeds. They are also very 

partial to mealworms which provide a range of nutrients, particularly protein and 

fat. Especially during the winter months when natural food sources are less 

available, they need a regular supply of these foods to sustain their body weight 

and maintain a steady temperature. You will also observe them puff out their 

feathers to become very rotund as that traps an insulating layer of warm air to fend 

off the winter chill. 

Letting the dog out into the garden late one evening he went frantic with 

something on the external doormat. Peering into the darkness I spotted a dark ball 

tucked against the threshold. As my eyes adjusted to the light, I could make out a 

hedgehog curled into a tight ball to repel intruders like inquisitive dogs. Returning 

inside to watch through the window I was able to see it uncurl and recommence 

foraging amongst the fallen leaves. I look forward to it becoming a regular pest 

controller in the garden next Spring.                                                                     Fledgling 
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Paws For Thought 

The Theological Education of Rectory Puppy 

Welcome to the next instalment of the continuing theological education of Jessie 

(the rectory puppy) under the wise tutelage of Lexie (a wise old dog with formal 

theological training and many years’ experience). 

Jessie:   Wasn’t Christmas brilliant. 

Lexie:  Yes, it is always nice to have family around and celebrate the birth of the  

             Christ-child 

Jessie:  Nooo, I mean all the presents and sausages and bacon and turkey and  

              sausages and sausages wrapped in bacon… 

Lexie:  But we mustn’t just think of is as a food fest. 

Jessie:  Why not? There were loads of lunches and dinners and brunches. 

Lexie:  But we mustn’t forget why we celebrate. 

Jessie:  Oh yeah, Baby Jesus and all that, I know. But why don’t we celebrate my  

              birthday with 12 days of feasting? 

Lexie:  Having seen you around food people would suspect you are on a continual   

             feast. 

Jessie:  But it doesn’t seem fair. Jesus was born ages ago and we still celebrate.  

Lexie:  We must remember that Jesus lives in our actions. 

Jessie:  Even when we poo? 

Lexie:  Well, I suppose…… but you are missing the point.  

Jessie:  What is the point? 

Lexie:  We are the body of Christ, yes? 
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OUR CONTINUING SERVICES DURING THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC 

Although we are not currently providing face-to-face and outreach advice, 

we are still providing our Specialist advice services by telephone.  Our 

advice and assistance is Free, Independent and Confidential (aside from our 

not-for-profit Immigration Service). 

Our Rushden office is open for initial telephone enquiries to access advice 

and assistance on Wednesdays Tel: 01933 313020 from 10am-2pm. 

Outside these times please call 01604 621038, Monday–Thursday 10am–2pm 

& Friday 10am–1pm, or access our website www.communitylawservice.org.uk) 

Registered Charity 1128718. 

Jessie:  Yes, I think I get that? 

Lexie:  So, we are responsible for sharing the love of Christ? 

Jessie:  Yes, mainly with cake and biscuits. 

Lexie:  So, as we celebrate this time of year, his birth. We share love with those  

             around us. 

Jessie:  Yes, but what if you live on your own. 

Lexie:  Well, that is especially important, we must reach out to all those in need to  

             share the love of God. 

Jessie:  And we do that at Christmas? 

Lexie:  Well, we should do it at all times, but it is good to focus on it at this time of  

             year.  

Jessie:  So perhaps after all the celebrating, we should find a way to keep sharing a  

              bit of love even after Christmas? 

Lexie:  Yes, definitely. 

Jessie:  Better get the oven back on to cook more sausages then…….              

Keir Dow 



News from Bulwick and Blatherwycke 

15 

St. Nicholas Church, Bulwick 

Craft and Coffee Morning:  The Craft and Coffee morning was held on 4th Decem-

ber in the church and raised £161.50 for The Children’s Society, thanks to all who 

supported the event. The Christingle service on 5th December was well attended, 

the offertory collection amounted to £76.01 and this was added to the craft event 

sales monies giving a grand total of £237.51 raised for The Children’s Society. Pa-

rishioners were invited to donate a gift for the juniors and ladies of The Eve Family 

Refuge, Northamptonshire. A very pleasing number of gifts were given, fifty toys/

games/art materials/ books and selection boxes for the juniors, and twenty-seven 

lovely gifts for the ladies. All donated items were brand new so thank you to all 

who took the trouble to support the Refuge. Nicky Hornsby, the co-ordinator for 

the Refuge, was absolutely delighted and astonished to receive such a sizeable 

number of gifts. All gifts will be distributed to those in need in Northamptonshire.  

Dress A Girl Around the World:  Hopefully we will be able to resume our meetings 

providing no restrictions have been placed on gatherings. We will start on Tuesday 

18th January 2022 with a drop-off and collection session at the church. We have 

decided not to have a full meeting in January, but we hope on 15th February we 

are back with a full group meeting in the church. Note that we are scheduling for 

the third Tuesday each month 2pm – 4pm.  

Church and Churchyard:  WOW, what a difference the work carried-out in the 

churchyard has made to the general appearance of our beautiful churchyard. You 

can now see the fields leading to Blatherwycke and beyond, with the views going 

up to the A43. The flowering Cherry trees have been crown lifted making it a much 

safer area for people to walk around the churchyard and war memorial. The light in 

and around the area has significantly improved and all discarded vegetation re-

moved. This has made a vast improvement to churchyard management. The Paro-

chial Church Council were able to approve this work thanks to the monies from The 

Ecclesiastical Competition. A job very well done.  

St. Nicholas Quinquennial Inspection:  Every five years, the church building and 

churchyard has a full inspection. The architect/surveyor is scheduled to carry this 

out on 11th January 2022. They will be inspecting the interior and exterior includ-

ing the roof. 

Revd Canon Philip Davies and family:  As a parish we are sad to see Philip and Julia 

leaving, but thank them for all they have done for us and wish them both every 
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 future happiness and good health in their new abode. 

St. Nicholas Church opening times:  The church is open from 10:00 – 16:00, but 

please check the church noticeboard for up-to-date times. 

Bulwick Village Centre:  For bookings and enquires via email go to:  

bulwickvillagecentre@gmail.com. 

Bulwick Parish Council:  There is a noticeboard just outside the shop entrance that 

has details of meetings and councillors. You can contact the Parish Council via 

email: info@bulwickpc.org.uk.  

A Healthy and Happy New Year to all.               Alma O’Neill, Churchwarden (450300) 

Laxton Village Hall 

We sincerely hope that everyone has had a safe and healthy Christmas and New 

Year and managed to avoid Omicron. 

Thank you to everyone who attended the December Coffee Morning. Our special 

thanks go to Michael and Heather Harrison who were great hosts. Their choice of 

charity for this month was the Garden House Project run by the Light Project, Pe-

terborough. The Garden House Project works with homeless people in and around 

Peterborough and £50.00 was donated to this worthwhile cause.  

We would like to welcome the new Village Hall Committee: Charlie Heading (Chair), 

Alice Beckwith, Jacqueline Brown, Matthew Brown, Sarah Chase, Jo Dawson, Chris 

Mortlock, Chrissie Mortlock and Lynne Taylor.  

If being involved with the future of Laxton Village Hall appeals to you, or you have 

some exciting ideas for new things we could do to support our community whilst 

we all get used to re-emerging into the public sphere, there are spaces for volun-

teers to support the management committee. If you are interested, please follow 

and message us on Facebook at “Village Hall Laxton” or email  

info@laxtonvillagehall.org.  

Film Nights:  Sadly, we have been informed that Phoenix are unable to secure any 

further funding, so they are not able to supply films for our monthly Film Nights. 

The committee is looking for another provider. 

Pub Night:  The new committee are hoping to restart Pub Nights, COVID per-

mitting. This will run on the last Thursday of the month commencing on the 27th 
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January, at 18.30. Whilst this is a “Pub,” it is hoped that the early start will allow 

families to attend as there will be crisps, chocolate, soft drinks as well as alcohol! 

Please attend if you can, and covid allows. 

Coffee Morning:  The January Coffee Morning will be on Saturday 8th January at 

10.30am to 12.00pm, Sharon Murdoch will be the host. A selection of chat, tea, 

coffee, cakes will be available. All are welcome. 

Book Club:  The book for discussion in January is ‘Porterhouse Blue’ by Tom 

Sharpe. The group is keen on attracting new members, and if you would like more 

information on the group, please message John McCrone either via  

info@laxtonvillagehall.org or on 07522 862723.  

A coronavirus note:  In line with governmental guidance, we ask all to follow the 

current guidelines (whatever they are at the time of publication). We ask that 

those displaying coronavirus symptoms or those who have been asked to isolate 

do not attend our events. These events may be subject to change at short notice, 

please follow the Facebook page above or join the email list. Any last-minute 

changes will be communicated through these channels.                      The Mortlocks 

Beautiful curtains, blinds and soft furnishings 
designed and created to compliment your home. 

 
 

For a free 
home consultation 

and quote call 
07957 686595  

www.georginascurtainsandkeepsakes.com 
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Bespoke picture 
framing 

Oils, watercolour, textiles, etc. 
Large or small. 

Contact: 

FELICITY THISTLETHWAITE 
m: 07943 127979 

t: 01780 470275 

e: fthistlethwaite@ 
    rocketmail.com 
    www.efflejay.co.uk 
Member of the Fine Art Trade Guild 
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Kings Cliffe Bakery 

68 West Street, Kings Cliffe  
Café now open 

Wednesday–Saturday 

3 Star Lane, Stamford 
and now open in Harborough Market 

For up-to-date opening times please visit our website: 

www.kingscliffebakery.com 
e: hello@kingscliffebakery.com 

01780 470205       
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R E Newton Ltd (Nassington) 
SPECIALIST CARPENTRY JOINERY & BUILDING WORK 

The Complete Refurbishment Specialist 

 Internal alterations to Extensions 

 Listed & Period Building Specialist 

 Hand Made Kitchens to your design and colour 

 Built in Wardrobes to cupboards/bookcases 

 Purpose made joinery – windows and doors 

Est. Since 1989 

www.renewton.com      Email: Edward@renewton.wanadoo.co.uk 

Tel:   Daytime 07831 256087   Evening 01780 782704 

FOR ALL YOUR CARPENTRY AND BUILDING NEEDS 

K.C. PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
KING’S CLIFFE 

• Extensions, Renovations, 
Conversions etc. 

• Repointing, Patios, Paving. 

• Stonework, Brickwork, 
Garden Walls. 

• Groundworks & Footings. 

• Digger Hire & Driver. 

• Plastering. 

• Interior & Exterior Decorating. 

FOR FREE QUOTATIONS PLEASE CALL 

KEVIN CUNNINGTON 
07946 139754 

MATT CZEREMSZNSKY 
07984 956947 
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Are your carpets and upholstery in need of a freshen up? 
Look no further! 

Fully trained and insured to clean carpets and upholstery 
for both domestic and commercial clients. 

Colin Smith is local to the area and can give you a 
competitive quote today. 

Don’t hesitate, give him a ring on  
01780 471015 or 07919857311  

Email:  mysmartcarpet@yahoo.co.uk 

Martin James 

The Village Sweep 

Your local chimney sweeping service. 

Stove repairs: rope seals, firebricks etc. 

Certificates issued.    Fully insured. 

07749 438567 

01780 470275 

mhj1@btinternet.com 
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Ranger 
Gas 
 

Servicing/Breakdown 

Installation of all Gas 
Appliances 

Oil/Gas/LPG 

Heat pumps/Solar 

Tel:  07824 443062 
Email: 
Jamieheating@gmail.com 

Sports facilities available for hire by individuals or clubs including 

• Floodlit Netball and Tennis Courts (from £5 per hour) 
• Community room perfect for parties or meetings (£10 per hour) 
• Full size grass pitches (from £40 per match) 
• Floodlit MUGA 3G multi-use games area (from £25 per hour) 

To hire please contact Margaret on 0333 0062129, message us on 
Facebook or email enquiries@kcactive.co.uk 
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PETER RIDDINGTON LANDSCAPING  

We install Patios, Driveways, Ponds, Stone Walls, 

Decking and Fencing. 

We plant Trees and shrubs and offer a complete 

Garden Maintenance. 

We supply and lay turf or grass seed with lawn management. 

Garden design service provided. 

Contact Peter Riddington today for a free quotation 

Telephone:  01780 783004         Mobile  07860 962068 

Email:  peter@peterriddington.co.uk 
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CROWSONS 
D.W. Gunn DipFD 

A FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS 
SERVING THE COMMUNITY 

FOR OVER ONE HUNDRED YEARS 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BARNWELL, OUNDLE, PETERBOROUGH, PE8 5PS 

01832 
272269 

01832 
272269 

• Caring personal attention 
• Chapels of rest 
• 24 hour service to all areas 
• Flowers and catering available 
• Memorials 
• Advice on Golden Charter pre-payment Schemes 

 

An independent and privately-owned, family-run 

funeral directors based in Uppingham, offering a 

sensitive and dignified service to help support you 

through a difficult time and provide peace of mind. 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 

PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLANS AVAILABLE 

Tel: 01572 823976 

www.emdormanfunerals.co.uk 
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Village Pizzas 
Open Tue – Sat for 

Collection  4.30pm – 10pm 

or Delivery  6pm till 10pm 

01780 
784587 

View our Menu at 
www.villagepizzas.co.uk 
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 Early years education for children aged 2 – 4 

Growing a Love for Learning 
King’s Cliffe Endowed Pre-school offers the highest 

standards of care and play opportunities for children 

aged 2 to 4 years. 

Our ethos is to nurture and establish our children’s love 

for learning and exploration by providing the best 

possible experiences and opportunities. 

We now have an amazing Early Years Outdoor Area. 

Fully funded places available. 

For more information please contact the School Office 

on 01780 470259 or email katy.evans@kceps.co.uk 

We offer sessions that  

run from 9.00am until 3.00pm. 

 
Please visit our website at www.kingscliffeschool.co.uk for 

more information about our wonderful Pre-School  

King’s Cliffe Endowed 
Pre-School, 

Kings Forest, King’s Cliffe, 
PE8 6XS. 
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Simba’s Den Day Nursery 
Main Street, Bulwick, NN17 3DY 

Outstanding homely childcare in an idyllic countryside location 

Open all year Monday to Friday 8am–6pm 

Fully funded 2 and 3 year old places available. 

Pre-school led by an early year’s professional. 

Close links to all schools. 

Weekly Ballet lessons from 2 years. 

Weekly forest school sessions at Fineshade wood. 

Lovely large outside area. 

Telephone: 01780 450937 

Email/Web: info@simbasden.co.uk   www.simbasden.co.uk 



Diary 

 

The Gazette is published by All Saints and St James Church, King’s Cliffe 

as a service to the community.  It is written, edited and distributed by 

volunteers from all three parishes.  An electronic version is available here: 

www.kingscliffe.church/gazette 

Gazette Contacts 

You are requested to make contact by Email whenever possible. 

Editor (Articles, News and Events): Jo Jones,  gazette@kingscliffe.church 

Commercial Advertising: Andrea Fern,  andrea.fern@avus-consulting.co.uk 

Hand-written contributions can be left in the box at the back of King’s Cliffe church. 

The Closing Date for all copy is the 15th of the previous month. 

January 

  6 Jan Women’s Fellowship  14:00 Parish Church, KC 

  8 Jan Laxton Coffee Morning 10:30-12:00 Village Hall, Laxton 

  9 Jan TKC Wildplaces Workparty 10:00-13:00 Millennium Wood, KC 

11 Jan Laxton Book Club 19:30 Village Hall, Laxton 

12 Jan KC Coffee Morning 10:30 Parish Church, KC 

20 Jan KC Heritage Meeting 19:30 KC Active, KC 

26 Jan KCGA AGM 19:30 KC Active, KC 

27 Jan Laxton Pub 18:30 Village Hall, Laxton 


