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Coronavirus Pandemic 
19th July:  Most legal restrictions were removed and replaced by safeguards 

determined by individual organisations and citizens.  In introducing the changes, 

the Prime Minister said:  “It is absolutely vital that we proceed now with caution.  

This pandemic is not over.  This disease, coronavirus, continues to carry risks for you 

and for your family.  We cannot simply revert instantly to life as it was before Covid.” 

Infection rates continued to rise steeply through July.  By 18th July the 7-day 

rolling average had reached 47,696 cases per day, the highest since mid-January. 

The Vaccination Programme continued throughout July, though at a slower pace.  

By 20th July, 46,388,744 had received their first vaccination and 36,404,566 had 

received their second. 

Gazette Update 
Return to Print:  King’s Cliffe Parochial Church Council have agreed to restart 

printing the Gazette, beginning with the September edition with an important 

change to the way in which they are distributed. 

From our experience during the pandemic, we have learnt that many people are 

happy to read the Gazette online and, indeed, some prefer to do so.  Determined 

to play our part in reducing waste, this is something we feel we must take into 

account.  Coupled with this, our potential printing costs have risen by 62%, largely 

because the new North Northamptonshire Council no longer offer printing for 

charities ‘at cost’, a service that we enjoyed under East Northants District Council, 

so we must now pay full commercial rates. 

In future, we shall print a reduced number of copies of the Gazette which will be 

available for collection from:  Londis, the Bakery, Woodings and the Parish Church, 

King’s Cliffe, the Parish Church, Bulwick and the Parish Church, Laxton. 

We are aware that not everyone who would like a printed copy will be able to 

collect it themselves.  However, we know that the community spirit in our villages 

is strong so we are confident that family, friends and neighbours will be aware of 

these situations and will pick up copies for them. 

New Editor from September:  After editing the Gazette for 141 editions spread 

over nearly 12 years, this will be my last edition.  From September the Gazette will 

have a new Editor, Jo Jones.  Jo has lived in King’s Cliffe since the age of two and 

completed her primary and middle-school education in the village.  She is a 

member of the Parish Church Choir, King’s Cliffe Players and the King’s Cliffe 

Tennis Club.  She knows our villages well and has all the necessary skills for the 

job.  I wish her well and look forward to reading her expertly-edited copies of the 

Gazette in the years to come.                                             David Teall (Retiring Editor) 
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From the Parish Registers 

We welcome into the family of the Church: 

Zara Dawn Hadman 

We extend our thoughts and prayers to all those who are bereaved 

remembering particularly the family and friends of: 

Kathleen Alice Fenn 

From the Parish Priest 

An Experience of Exile:  One Year On 

For fifteen weeks in 2020, government legislation meant that it was not 

possible for us to hold services in our churches.  I wrote last August that 

this had given us an experience of being in exile from the places in which 

we are used to meeting together and bringing our regular worship to God. 

Since then, a pattern of Sunday and midweek services has been in place 

across the churches of our Benefice.  These have been shorter services 

with social distancing, with the congregations singing outside and face 

masks being worn inside and keeping ventilation as good as possible in 

each church building.  Volunteers have maintained rotas of regularly 

opening and closing the churches, welcoming people to services and 

cleaning the churches after use. 

I also wrote last August about the Old Testament prophets encouraging 

the people as they returned from exile.  Encouraging the religious leaders 

to be real and genuine and encouraging the people to have faith in God’s 

loving purposes for all and in God’s wisdom.  The prophets understood 

that the experience of exile would have changed the people and so they 

encouraged people to be kind to themselves, patient with each other and 

generous to friend and to stranger. 

I think this continues to be a message that can speak to us and that we still 

need to hear in the coming months. 

Philip Davies 
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The Benefice of 

King’s Cliffe, Bulwick & Blatherwycke and Laxton 

Incumbent Revd Canon Philip Davies 470314 

Curate Revd Keir Dow 753283 

Reader David Teall 450407 

Co-ordinator (General Enquiries) Katy Evans office@kingscliffe.church 

Clerk (Baptisms & Weddings) Sophy Jubb clerk@kingscliffe.church 

Churchwardens 

King’s Cliffe Felicity Thistlethwaite 470275 

 Susannah Sutton  07990 088228 

Bulwick & Blatherwycke Alma O’Neill 450300 

Laxton Michael Harrison 450362 

 Rupert Boyle 450260 

Church Services in August 

All Saints and St James – King’s Cliffe 

  1 August 10:30 Benefice Communion 

  8 August 10:30 Family Communion 

15 August 16:30 Summer Praise (Outdoors) 

22 August 10:30 Family Communion 

29 August 10:30 Family Communion 

St Nicholas – Bulwick 

15 August 10:30 Holy Communion 

All Saints – Laxton 

  8 August 09:00 Holy Communion 

22 August 18:00 Evening Prayer 

Safeguards, including social distancing and the wearing of face masks, 

remain in place for these church services.  We kindly request that you 

arrive and leave with minimum interaction. 
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Food Basket 
There is a Food Basket at the back of the church in King’s Cliffe 

which is open on Thursdays and Sundays. 
Donations of any non-perishable food can be added to the basket. 

If you are in need of any extra food please help yourself. 
Please wear a face-covering and observe social distancing guidelines  

when entering and leaving and whilst inside the church. 

We can also issue Food Bank vouchers for Stamford Food Bank.  
Please contact either the Church Office by email: 

office@kingscliffe.church 
or ring Philip Davies 01780 470314. 

Citizens Advice have a Stamford Food Bank Helpline: 01476 249069. 

Further information on Food Banks can be found at Trussell Trust. 

Oundle Food Bank can deliver: contact number 07907 216144. 

Readings and Prayers for the Sundays in August 

1 August NT Ephesians 4 v1–16 
Ninth Sunday after Trinity Gospel John 6 v24–35 
We pray for all those who live in Daleswood Rise, Elm Close, Fineshade Close, 
Forest Approach and Hall Yard, King’s Cliffe. 

8 August NT Ephesians 4 v25–5 v2 
Tenth Sunday after Trinity Gospel John 6 v35, 41–51 
We pray for all the residents of Bulwick. 

15 August NT Ephesians 5 v15–20 
Eleventh Sunday after Trinity Gospel John 6 v51–58 
We pray for all those who live in Hazel Lane, Howard’s Meadow, King’s Forest, 
Law’s Lane and Mazewood Gate, King’s Cliffe. 

22 August NT Ephesians 6 v10–20 
Twelfth Sunday after Trinity Gospel John 6 v56–69 
We pray for all the residents of Collyweston. 

29 August NT James 1 v17–27 
Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity Gospel Mark 7 v1–8, 14–15, 21–23 
We pray for all those who live in Millwood Way, Oak Lane, Orchard Lane, Park 
Close and Park Street, King’s Cliffe. 

https://www.trusselltrust.org/coronavirus-food-banks/
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Curate on the Hill 
So, ‘Freedom Day’ has come but we are still aware of the needs of others.  I have 

seen some wonderfully affirming posts on social media that talk of wearing masks, 

sanitising hands and testing as a way to make others feel safer.  This is such a 

wonderful message and at the heart of the Christian message.  It is not just 

thinking about ourselves but also thinking of others.  Wearing a mask can be such 

a simple sign to others that you care about them.  I know of one nervous elderly 

person who has said that they will happily engage with others who offer to wear a 

mask.  The mask isn’t the point, but rather that they are being considerate of how 

they behave towards others.  I think I agree with this sentiment.  It is not just a 

mask but a symbol of how you treat each other.  This is why we will be asking 

people to still wear masks in church services for the time being.  

The Church services have returned to the pre-covid pattern and all the details can 

be found on the Benefice website: www.kingscliffe.church.  Additionally, in 

Easton-on-the-Hill, it has been decided to continue with the pattern of Friday 

morning prayer which started during the pandemic.  This is a series of short 

services at 9.00am which have different styles.  These include Taizé, Celtic, 

Healing, Common Worship and World Church.  If you would like to know more, 

please get in touch or even come and see what they are like. 

In other news I have signed up to swim across Rutland Water on the 8th August to 

raise money for the churches in Collyweston and Laxton.  Both these churches 

have been hit harder by the pandemic and lack of fundraising.  If you would like to 

sponsor me please go to https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/

swimforthechurch?utm_term=qJAnPv89X 

Easton-on-the-Hill are hoping to have our Harvest Festival with the return of the 

harvest lunch.  This is currently planned for the 12th September.  Please get in 

touch for tickets. 

As part of my training I am planning some extra events.  These are designed to be 

easily accessible and may pique the interest of a wider range of people.  I have 

created a schedule of late summer spiritual sessions.  This may sound a bit ‘far 

out’ but it is just some events to allow people to explore their faith and spirituality 

without the need for a church service.  Anyone can sign up to any event free of 

charge.  There will be details and links to sign up on the Easton-on-the-Hill church 

website.  The dates and titles are listed below so, please put the dates in your 

diary and get in touch if you have any questions.  These events are open to all, not 

just residents of Easton-on-the-Hill. 

http://www.kingscliffe.church
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/swimforthechurch?utm_term=qJAnPv89X
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/swimforthechurch?utm_term=qJAnPv89X
http://www.eastononthehill.church
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The church has not always got things right and there are many examples of 

challenges where it is hard to understand what the church stands for.  One such 

area is the attitude towards the LGBTQIA+ community.  In response to this the 

Church of England has produced a series of resources to encourage people to 

think about their own views and to empower people to engage in conversations 

with those of differing views.  This is known as Living in Love and Faith.  I consider 

myself to be inclusive but, after reading the book, I question how inclusive I 

actually am.  I have arranged for the book to be available in digital form from the 

Easton-on-the-Hill website.  It can be read online or downloaded as a PDF.  If you 

would like a physical copy, they can be ordered from the Living in Love website 

which can be found here.  I encourage everyone to have a look at the book and 

resources.  Whatever your views about identity, sexuality and faith, this will 

hopefully bring about a better conversation about how these things all fit 

together.  Grace and Peace.                Revd. Keir Dow (Keir.dow@kingscliffe.church) 

Date Time Title Bible Location 

5/09 16:30 Prayer and a 
pint – Pub 
Ministry 

Ecclesiastes 9:7 or 
1 Corinthians 10:31 

The Blue Bell Inn 
Easton-on-the-Hill 

19/09 16:30 Prayer Walk Mark 16:15 Starting from 
All Saints, EOTH 

3/10 16:30 Labyrinth and 
pilgrimage 

Proverbs 3:5-6 The Peace Garden 

17/10 16:30 Christian 
Meditation 

Psalm 104:34 All Saints, Easton-
on-the-Hill 

24/10 16:30 Crafts, beading 

(Anglican 
Rosary) 

Romans 8:26 All Saints, Easton-
on-the-Hill 

7/11 16:30 Eco –Church Numbers 35:33 Easton-on-the-Hill 
Playing Fields 

https://www.chpublishing.co.uk/features/living-in-love-and-faith
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King’s Cliffe Ecumenical Women’s Fellowship  
On Thursday 1st July, many of us were able to enjoy lunch at the Cross Keys Pub.  

What a joyful occasion!  Having been denied the opportunity to meet up for 15 

long months, it was so lovely to sense your excitement in seeing everyone again.  

Many thanks to the staff at the Cross Keys for making us feel so welcome, keeping 

us Covid-safe and providing the delicious food we had requested. We plan to return!  

Unless we are prevented from doing so by further restrictions, we hope to meet 

up again for our first proper meeting of the year on Thursday 9th September at 

2.00pm in King’s Cliffe Church.  Please note that on this occasion, it is the second 

Thursday of the month and not the first.  Enjoy the summer days!      Christine Ball 

King’s Cliffe Heritage 
The Heritage Centre at 27 Bridge Street will be open to visit on Sunday August 

22nd and Bank Holiday Monday 30th August, from 2.00pm to 5.00pm on both 

days.  Both our collection of village artefacts and our digital archives have grown 

whilst we could not open our door to visitors.  Come and get to know about the 

village in the past and up to the present or rekindle your own memories if you 

have lived in the village for a long time.  There is no need to book your visit ahead, 

but we are a small space and you may be asked to wait outside if we get busy.   

You may also wish to wear a face mask indoors. 

King’s Cliffe Heritage is registered with Recycle4Charity so, for each recycled 

cartridge on their Wanted List, we receive a donation from them.  Just put your 

used ink cartridges (not laser or toner) into the Recycle4Charity collection boxes 

at John Wooding’s shop; Penny Tomalin’s Jam-stand in Park Street; the Londis 

shop; the Cross Keys pub.  A big thank you to all our recycling hosts for making 

space for our boxes.  You can also bring your used ink cartridges to the Heritage 

Centre when we’re open.  Thank you, every little helps!                    Sue Trow-Smith 

King’s Cliffe Parish Council 
Queen’s Canopy:  You may have seen on the Community Facebook page that the 

Parish Council is looking for ideas on where to plant some trees later this year in 

celebration of the Queen’s forthcoming Platinum celebrations.  So far we have 

received suggestions of planting some more trees on: the Village Field; adjacent 

to Willow Lane; on King’s Cliffe Active; the Green off Oak Lane. 

The most popular suggestion put forward was for trees to be planted on the area 

between Oak Lane and the railway line.  In conjunction with planting the trees, it 

has been suggested that a pond should be dug.  It was also suggested that 

benches should be placed here which could be sponsored by individuals as 

memorial benches. 
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The three aspects of this project together would combine to create a pleasant, 

quiet place for locals to relax and enjoy some peaceful time.  It would also provide 

an area for wildlife and greenery.  Before we  finalise our plans we are looking for 

your comments on the above proposals or indeed any alternative suggestions. 

Benches:  The Amenities Sub-Committee are considering locations of benches for 

additional seating around the village.  We would be interested in people’s 

suggestions and, if anyone would like to fund a seat in memory of anyone, we 

would look to consider this. 

Highway/Potholes:  Since our last meeting, we have seen that work has been 

carried out on repairing the road under the Railway Bridge and the road verges 

have also been trimmed.  In addition to this on July 19th and 20th, a gully pot 

(drain) checking and clearing operation across all village drains has been carried 

out.  If you believe a drain near you was missed, please let the Clerk know and we 

will advise Ben (at Highways) who will investigate the issue.  Ben will then share 

any such cases with a representative from the Parish Council and provide an 

update on the planned work. 

Moving forward, Ben will provide a monthly report to the Parish Council of all 

reported Highways issues and their progress in rectifying them and a supporting 

video detailing how to use Street Doctor that we will then post on the Community 

Facebook page.  For example, did you know that when reporting issues you need 

to zoom right in on the interactive reporting map to pinpoint where the issue is?  

If it is vague, it is likely to fall in a garden or somewhere that isn’t the 

responsibility of Highways and the programme will not accept it as needing 

Highways attention!  Also, were you aware that, if you want to pinpoint the 

location to the nearest square metre, you can use the What Three Words app that 

generates a unique 1-metre square reference using 3 words, which is particularly 

useful in rural locations? 

In addition to this we are advised that work is planned to repair the Wansford 

Road; the road will be closed when this takes place.  We are in discussion with 

Highways on additional work required in the village and the timing of this. 

Augean:  Work started on improvements to the site entrance at ENRMF on 20th 

July.  These improvements will prevent HGVs leaving the site impinging on 

southbound traffic.  While the works are taking place, traffic controls are in 

operation to ensure that both road users and the contractors are safe.  It is 

anticipated that work will last up to three weeks.  We would like to thank local 

road users for their co-operation and patience.           Tracey Green (Parish Clerk) 

01780 470799           clerk@kingscliffe-pc.gov.uk          https://kingscliffe-pc.gov.uk/ 

https://kingscliffe-pc.gov.uk/
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King’s Cliffe Shopping Walk 
Calling all crafters and plant growers!  Due to popular demand another King’s 

Cliffe shopping walk has been arranged for Saturday 18th September from 

10.30am to 3.00pm.  If bad weather forces us to cancel, this will be moved to the 

following day, Sunday 19th.  Last year’s shopping walk was an enormous success 

with over 30 stalls selling plants, books, crafts and second-hand goods from front 

gardens and verges.  Donations from sellers also raised money for the church 

repairs.  The route this year will be the same again, passing along Wood Road, 

Park Street, Bridge Street, Hall Yard and West Street.  If you live on these roads 

you are welcome to set up a stall outside your house without booking. If you live 

elsewhere and would like a stall, pitches can be booked by contacting Carolyn on 

07789740651.  I politely ask for a £5 donation from all sellers, with the money this 

year going to Transition King’s Cliffe who bring so much joy to our community 

through their wildlife projects.                                                                Carolyn Maxted 

King’s Cliffe Gardeners’ Association 
We are hoping to start our meetings again in September if there is enough 

interest.  If you’d like to be added to the mailing list, please contact June Hakes at 

jb.hakes@btinternet.com. 

We all just about manage to keep up with watering hanging baskets and pots but 

giving them a feed every couple of weeks as well as regular deadheading will help 

them last through until autumn.  Deadhead plants such as Dahlia, roses and 

Penstemon and bedding to prolong the display colour well into early autumn.  

Keep the flowerheads of ornamental grasses to provide winter interest.  Now is 

the time to do the first wisteria prune (second in January): take back to between 

fourth and fifth bud to keep it tidy and allow light.  Cut back the foliage and stems 

of herbaceous plants that have already died back.  Hardy geraniums can be cut 

back a little to remove tired leaves and encourage a new flush of growth.  Prune 

climbing and rambling roses that do not repeat flower or produce attractive hips.  

You can take cuttings of tender perennials such as Pelargonium and Osteospermum, 

as soon as possible: keep them in a conservatory or on a light windowsill until 

established.  Rock garden plants, such as Helianthemum, Aubrieta and Dianthus 

can be propagated from cuttings at this time of year.  Alpines that have died back 

or got weedy can be tidied up by filling in patches with gritty compost which 

encourages new growth. Move conservatory and other indoor plants outside and 

hose them down to help with pest management.  Damp down greenhouses on 

hot days to maintain humidity levels. Check plants regularly for signs of 

glasshouse whitefly, leafhopper, red spider mite, mealybugs and scale insects.  In 

the veg garden you can still plant late season potatoes, cabbage, corn salad, 

winter salad and radish, and meanwhile keep watering, feeding, picking and 

sharing!                                                                                                          Lindsay Kubicki 
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Transition King’s Cliffe  for environment and community 

TKC Wildplaces:  In July we hosted a meeting of ARG UK, 

the organisation responsible for monitoring and 

protecting amphibians and reptiles across the UK.  They 

are very interested in our adders as, together with 

Fineshade, they form part of the most important 

population in the Midlands.  We are planning an exciting 

new survey later in the year, to better understand their 

movement, and possible interactions with the Fineshade population. 

What a great turnout for the wildlife walk in July!  We had 21 

people join us, including 6 children which was particularly 

good to see, as they are the future of our nature conservation 

and safeguarding of our wildlife diversity.  We saw lots of 

butterflies and plenty of different wildflowers.  We even 

found Pyramidal Orchids on The Common, above Oak Lane, 

which illustrates what can turn up if areas are managed 

sympathetically for diversity. 

Haymaking:  In August we turn our hand to the annual clearance of the village 

field meadow area.  After the main flowering has finished, we will be cutting the 

whole site, using hand scythes where practical, and then raking all the cuttings off 

the meadow area.  This is vital work if we are to have the glorious display and 

insects buzzing again next year.  The wildflowers need the fertility controlled, and 

the clearance takes nutrients from the soil.  If the soil is too rich, the grasses take 

over!  It also introduces light back onto the surface, encouraging late season 

growth of the perennials. 

So, over the weekend of 14th and 15th August, we will be scything and raking.  

Scything is a very relaxing and beneficial form of exercise, as it is smooth and 

rhythmic, when done correctly.  Everyone is welcome, and spare scythes and full 

tuition will be available.  So, why not come along and give it a go, and help our 

conservation work at the same time?  We will be on site from 10.30am each day, 

until at least 1.00pm.  Children are also encouraged, to learn more about this 

traditional process, and help with the raking as well of course.  Do let us know if 

you’re coming. 

Contact:  To get involved or for more information, please get in touch: 
info@transitionkingscliffe.org.uk  www.transitionkingscliffe.org.uk 
f Transition Kings Cliffe                                                                             Charles Tomalin 

http://www.transitionkingscliffe.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/groups/Transitionkingscliffe/
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The Way We Were 
This month, the story of medical care in the village moves on to the doctors of 

Victorian and later times.  The earliest we know of is Dr Frederick Dain, MRCS, 

HLSA & GP who practised here from 1851 until his death in 1890.  He was also 

Medical Officer and Public Vaccinator for King’s Cliffe district of the Oundle 

Workhouse Union.  Public Vaccinators were responsible for vaccinating against 

smallpox, for which they received a fee ‘per successful vaccination’. 

There are many references to Dr Dain in the local newspapers of the time, mostly 

when he had been called in to help when someone from Cliffe sustained an 

‘orrible accident’.  This was not an uncommon thing in those days of horse-drawn 

farm wagons and during the time when the railway line through Cliffe was being 

constructed.  What is not clear to me is whether Dr Dain was caring for these 

accident victims out of the goodness of his heart, or whether he was receiving any 

payment, perhaps from the farmer in the case of one of his farm labourers. 

Following Dr Dain, several doctors lived and had their consulting rooms at No 2 

Park Street, a house known as ‘The Fisheries’.  The first was Dr Thomas Pink, 

remembered by James Roberts in his memoirs from the 1890s as “extracting a 

tooth for a shilling using pliers and his knee into your chest”!  In 1892 Dr Pink 

recruited a partner, Dr Lewis, and himself retired to Lyddington.  Early on, Dr 

Lewis became the first Medical Officer for the Cornforth Homes in Bridge Street 

when they opened in 1892.  He was very well regarded for his medical care and 

public service, being elected as a member of King’s Cliffe’s first Parish Council in 

1894.  Dr Lewis died relatively young in 1907 and was followed by Dr James who 

succeeded him as ‘Medical Attendant upon the almswomen of the Cornforth 

Homes charity and of the Law & Hutcheson charity’.  The village friendly societies 

also retained the doctor to attend their members who became sick.  For most 

labouring families, the fees charged by doctors for consultations and treatment 

were largely unaffordable.  Those who did not have the support of Friendly 

Society payments when they were sick or became infirm would have resorted to 

indoor relief in the Union Workhouse. 

Things changed with the National Insurance Act of 1911 and the introduction of 

‘Panel doctors’ from 15th January 1913.  The contributory National Insurance 

Scheme was funded by workers earning less than £160 paying 4d a week and 

employers 3d a week, with 2d coming from general taxation.  This provided 

various medical benefits including paid sick leave and treatment by a Panel 

doctor.  Dr Shirley-Jones was the first Panel doctor in Cliffe.  Prescriptions were 

handled by Panel chemists, among them John Ellis in Park Street.       Sue Trow-Smith 



News from Bulwick 

13 

News from Bulwick 

Horticultural Show:  A reminder that the deadline to enter your Garden and 

Outside Containers for the Garden Trowel Award is Monday 23rd August.  Please 

register your entry via email or telephone.  Full details are available online in the 

May, June and July editions of the Gazette or you can contact me for more 

information.  Judging will take place on Thursday 25th August from 11.00am in 

exhibitors’ gardens. 

St. Nicholas Church Opening Times:  The church is currently open from 10.00am 

to 5.00pm on Wednesdays and Sundays.  The church noticeboard has details of 

church services and other events. 

St. Nicholas Church Cleaning:  Thank you to the ladies who do such a good job 

keeping the church regularly cleaned and ensuring that it is Covid-19 safe.  

Polishing the church silverware and pews, sweeping the windowsills and 

hoovering the floors are just some of the tasks that are done.  If anyone has the 

spare time to join us, please let me know; you do not have to adhere to a specific 

day/time. 

Ride and Stride:  This event will take place on Saturday 11th September from 

10.00am to 6.00pm.  I have the sponsorship forms ready for parishioners from 

Bulwick and Blatherwycke.  You can be sponsored to cycle, walk, or be a recorder 

in the church.  Monies raised will be split between the Northamptonshire Historic 

Churches Trust and a chapel or church of your choice. 

Bulwick Village Centre AGM:  A meeting will be held in the Village Centre on 

Thursday 12th August at 7.00pm.  All are welcome to attend. 

Dress A Girl Project:  Many thanks to the ladies who brought items to the church 

on 5th July.  We had a good amount of knitted and sewn items.  It looks as if  the 

dresses may be despatched to Syria as we have had a request for help from Crisis.  

I will be able to confirm where the items have been despatched to and update the 

totals next month. 

Thank You:  Finally, a big thank you to the Gazette Editor, David Teall, for printing 

the reports I have sent him over the years.  I am sure my rambling reports did not 

always make any sense! 

Alma O’Neill, Churchwarden (450300) 
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Communicare 
A joint meeting of the officials and the Practice Manager, Mrs Kirstie Lawes, was 

held last month.  A whole range of matters were discussed at length including the 

current low level of funds; it is hoped that as Covid restrictions are eased various 

ideas for fund raising can be instigated.  Monies held by the Group that have been 

‘ring fenced’ for certain projects are yet to be utilized, in particular the proposed 

creation of a community garden at the King’s Cliffe Active site.  Discussions are 

ongoing with all parties concerned but it is hoped that a positive outcome will be 

achieved in the not too distant future. 

In addition to the new doctors who have recently joined the practice, Catherine 

Ofiaeli and Catherine Parnell, Mrs Lawes informed the meeting that a male 

doctor, Rob Houghton, would also now be working at the surgery one day a week. 

The national Covid Vaccination Programme continues at local centres.  Anyone 

who has not yet taken up the offer of a jab is strongly encouraged to do so 

without delay, particularly with the current ‘third wave’ engulfing the country.  

Mrs Lawes confirmed that plans are now in hand for the role out of the annual flu 

injections commencing early autumn.  However, it is not yet known how and 

when the proposed Covid booster jab will become available.  This information will 

be circulated as soon as possible. 

A matter which is a cause for concern is the proposed NHS Digital Data Sharing.  It 

was agreed by the meeting that this subject has not been widely promoted in the 

media and the majority of the population are probably unaware of it and its 

possible implications.  The original deadline for patients to ‘opt-out’ of the 

scheme has now been extended to 1st September but, with this date fast 

approaching, it is important that individuals take the opportunity to read about 

the proposals and make an informed decision about the sharing of their own 

personal medical details.  Further information can be found here where you will 

find a whole range of options including a direct online method to opt out through 

the official NHS website.  Alternatively this can be done by letter to your GP. 

It is hoped that a back-to-normal general patients meeting can be held in late 

September.  This will be our AGM and, although there will be a small amount of 

business matters, we plan to have guest speakers.  Full details will be published in 

the September issues of local magazines and on the surgery website. 

Wendy Spencer 

https://digital.nhs.uk/your-data/opting-out-of-data-sharing
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NASSINGTON SCHOOL 
LUNCHTIME SUPERVISOR REQUIRED 

TO START 1st SEPTEMBER 2021 
 
 

Nassington School are looking for a lunchtime supervisor 
to support our friendly team. 

The post involves supervising children, clearing away after lunch 
and first aid duties. The successful applicant will be required to 

attend a first aid course.    

Duties will total 7 ½ hours per week. 

Appointment is subject to a satisfactory enhanced  
DBS disclosure and references. 

Please contact Mrs Allen or Mrs Gunning on 01780 782743 or email: 
bursar@nassingtonschool.co.uk if you are interested. 

A Date for your Diary 

 

Saturday 11th September 2021 
between 10am and 6pm 

A fun day in the open air during which you can also raise 
money to support Northamptonshire’s beautiful churches. 

Over 350 stunning churches and chapels will be open with 
a warm welcome and refreshments at many. 

Sponsorship forms will be available from our local churches. 
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Nature Notes for July and August 
It is interesting to observe how some aspects of agriculture are adapting in 

response to consumer demands for higher animal welfare standards and the need 

to maintain biodiversity.  This was well illustrated on a recent break in Suffolk.  

Many arable fields are now surrounded by much wider headlands than I 

remember and these were resplendent with a range of wild flowers.  Hedgerows 

and ditches were covered with wild field roses. 

The farm where we stayed had 

a small river running through it 

which was frequented by otters 

although they never appeared.  

Some distance away, in a patch 

of open water in a reedbed, a 

pair of otter cubs played in the 

early morning light (left). 

Meanwhile, the mother was fishing and came up with a meal big enough for three 

(below), so they left to enjoy breakfast. 

During lockdown, 5000 trees have been planted on the farm in small groups and 

larger copses throughout the meadows.  These are mainly fruit and berry bearing 

species intended to provide food for the 98 bird species already recorded on the 

farm.  Owl boxes are located in some of the mature trees and Tawny owls make 

good use of these.  They can be heard hooting after dark. 

The soil here is very sandy and light and the next planned development is to 

replace cereal crops with a specially formulated wildflower meadow mix which 

will be grazed by a herd of suckler cows.  This will provide an ideal habitat for 

pollinators and butterflies which will be maintained naturally by grazing livestock. 
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The soil texture was emphasised as I gazed from the cottage window at the 

surrounding lawn.  The grass appeared to move and I watched more closely.  Then 

a mound of soil appeared on the lawn followed shortly by an even bigger mound.  

There was no visible sign of a mole, but the light soil was clearly making its task 

easier. 

 

The landowner has enhanced the river 

bank to create a suitable nest site for  

the kingfishers (left) that frequent this 

stretch.  Before erosion took place 

they did nest here but have now 

moved away to a more reliable site. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On either side of the river lie damp meadows 

which support a number of wild flower species 

including Southern Marsh Orchids (right).  These 

are very sturdy plants with stout stems reaching to 

around 30 cm in height and showing above the 

surrounding grasses. 

This is a really exciting rewilding project which enjoys great support from the local 

community.  Access to the farm is provided by permissive footpaths so that all can 

enjoy the benefits.  We will return regularly and let you know how it develops. 

Sadly, this is the last edition to contain colour photographs as the print edition is 

in black and white.  From now on it will be back to black and white sketches so I 

must hunt for the pad and pencils. 

Fledgling 
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OUR CONTINUING SERVICES DURING THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC 

Although we are not currently providing face to face and outreach advice 

until further notice, we are still providing our Specialist advice services by 

telephone.  Advisors are working mainly from home and set up to 

effectively deal with ongoing referrals from agencies and members of the 

public calling us for advice.  Our advice and assistance is Free, Independent 

and Confidential (aside from our not-for-profit Immigration Service). 

Debt and Welfare Benefits: 

The East Northants Project provides a full range of Debt/Budgeting advice 

and assistance to all residents within the East Northants area including 

Welfare Benefits advice and assistance with advice on entitlements/Benefit 

income maximisation, disputes and appeals, and energy saving. 

Please Note:  Our Rushden office is currently open for initial telephone 

enquiries to access advice and assistance on Wednesdays Tel: 01933 

313020 from 10am-2pm. (Outside these times please call on 01604 621038, 

Monday-Thursday 10am-2pm & Friday 10am-1pm, or you may access our 

website www.communitylawservice.org.uk) 

We are also able to provide advice and assistance with the following 

services and you may contact us for help Monday-Thursday 10.00am-2pm 

and Fridays 10am-1pm, on 01604 621038 

Housing:  We can provide advice in respect of repossession and eviction for 

people eligible for Legal Aid. 

Self-funded Immigration Service:  Specialist advice and help with claims 

and appeals. 

Registered Charity 1128718. 

http://www.communitylawservice.org.uk


Advertisements 

19 

King’s Cliffe Ex-Servicemen’s 

& Social Club – August 2021 
 

We said a fond farewell to our Stewards of the past three 
years, Mike and to Ellie, both of you will be missed  

by the committee and our members. 
 

Now we open a new chapter with Theresa and Sara at the 
helm.  We wish them all the very best for a long and happy 

relationship with our members old and new. 
 

August will be a very busy month catching up on all those 
things that couldn’t be done under lockdown.  Firstly we will 

be announcing a date for an EGM to implement our rules 
change bringing them up to meet new regulations so that we 
can officially change the Club’s name.  This will be followed 

closely by our AGM. 
 

A firm date will be announced for the Bingo Afternoon  
in aid of the Royal British Legion. 

 

Watch out for updates on our website page, on 
local social media and village posters  

for all those important dates. 
 

Remember keep safe and stay well! 
 

Follow our guidelines, implemented to ensure the 
safety of our members and staff, at all times. 

New members always welcome 

C.I.U Affiliated 
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KING’S CLIFFE 
BAKERY 

68 WEST STREET 
KING’S CLIFFE 

Tel: 01780 470205 

DOOR TO DOOR DELIVERIES 

SHOP HOURS 
7AM TO 12 NOON 

MONDAY TO SATURDAY 

WHOLESALE AVAILABLE 

PHONE FOR PRICE LIST 

Village Pizzas 
Open Tue – Sat for 

Collection  4.30pm – 10pm 

or Delivery  6pm till 10pm 

01780 
784587 

View our Menu at 
www.villagepizzas.co.uk 

http://www.villagepizzas.co.uk
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Bespoke picture 
framing 

Oils, watercolour, textiles, etc. 
Large or small. 

Contact: 

FELICITY THISTLETHWAITE 
m: 07943 127979 

t: 01780 470275 

e: fthistlethwaite@ 
    rocketmail.com 
    www.efflejay.co.uk 
Member of the Fine Art Trade Guild  

Aromatherapy Products made in King’s Cliffe 

Discount code  

GAZ1220  

10% off all products 

 

 Skin Care 

 Essential Oils and Blends 

 Aromatic Hand Sanitiser 

 Posh Shower Gels 

 Massage Oils 

 Burners, Candles, Reed Diffusers 

 Lots of lovely present ideas 
 

PURE AROMATHERAPY .co.uk 
Buy online or contact Kate: 07961499018 or 

shop@purearomatherapy.co.uk. Can post or     

deliver to your doorstep if you’re local. 

MASSAGE THERAPY : REFLEXOLOGY : HOLISTICLIVING.co.uk 

http://www.efflejay.co.uk
https://www.purearomatherapy.co.uk/
https://www.purearomatherapy.co.uk/shop/fair-trade-elephant-cutwork-burner/
https://www.purearomatherapy.co.uk/
https://www.holisticliving.co.uk/
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Are your carpets and upholstery in need of a freshen up? 
Look no further! 

Fully trained and insured to clean carpets and upholstery 
for both domestic and commercial clients. 

Colin Smith is local to the area and can give you a 
competitive quote today. 

Don’t hesitate, give him a ring on  
01780 471015 or 07919857311  

Email:  mysmartcarpet@yahoo.co.uk 

Martin James 

The Village Sweep 

Your local chimney sweeping service. 

Stove repairs: rope seals, firebricks etc. 

Certificates issued.    Fully insured. 

07749 438567 

01780 470275 

mhj1@btinternet.com 
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R E Newton Ltd (Nassington) 
SPECIALIST CARPENTRY JOINERY & BUILDING WORK 

The Complete Refurbishment Specialist 

 Internal alterations to Extensions 

 Listed & Period Building Specialist 

 Hand Made Kitchens to your design and colour 

 Built in Wardrobes to cupboards/bookcases 

 Purpose made joinery – windows and doors 

Est. Since 1989 

www.renewton.com      Email: Edward@renewton.wanadoo.co.uk 

Tel:   Daytime 07831 256087   Evening 01780 782704 

FOR ALL YOUR CARPENTRY AND BUILDING NEEDS 

 

Crown Property Services 

Jonathon Hibbins 

Tel: 01780 783082 

Mobile: 07766 168659 

• Electrical & Plumbing 

• Renovations 

• Extensions 

• Kitchens & Bathrooms 

• Windows and Doors 

• Groundworks 

• Landscaping 

• Internal Refurbishment 

Old Sulehay Cottages, Yarwell, Peterborough, PE8 6PA. 

jonathon@hibbins.me 

http://www.renewton.com
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K.C. PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
KING’S CLIFFE 

• Extensions, Renovations, 
Conversions etc. 

• Repointing, Patios, Paving. 

• Stonework, Brickwork, 
Garden Walls. 

• Groundworks & Footings. 

• Digger Hire & Driver. 

• Plastering. 

• Interior & Exterior Decorating. 

FOR FREE QUOTATIONS PLEASE CALL 

KEVIN CUNNINGTON 
07946 139754 

MATT CZEREMSZNSKY 
07984 956947 

 

Ranger 
Gas 
 

Servicing/Breakdown 

Installation of all Gas 
Appliances 

Oil/Gas/LPG 

Heat pumps/Solar 

Tel:  07824 443062 
Email: 
Jamieheating@gmail.com 
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THE IRONING MAIDEN 

Too much Ironing to handle? 

Let the Ironing Maiden 
take care of it for you. 

Collection & Delivery 

Same Day Delivery 

16 years’ experience 

Open Monday to Friday 

Tel: 07432 242691 

Email: 
no1ironmaiden@gmail.com 

E.M.DORMAN 
FUNERAL DIRECTOR Dip.F.D. 

A family concern 
giving a 24 hour 

personal service to all areas 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 

Golden Charter 
Pre-Paid Plans Available 

Tel: Uppingham 
01572 823976 

CROWSONS 
D.W. Gunn DipFD 

A FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS 
SERVING THE COMMUNITY 

FOR OVER ONE HUNDRED YEARS 
 
 

 
 
 
 

BARNWELL, OUNDLE, PETERBOROUGH, PE8 5PS 

01832 
272269 

01832 
272269 

• Caring personal attention 
• Chapels of rest 
• 24 hour service to all areas 
• Flowers and catering available 
• Memorials 
• Advice on Golden Charter pre-payment Schemes 
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Sports facilities available for hire by individuals or clubs including 

• Floodlit Netball and Tennis Courts (from £5 per hour) 
• Community room perfect for parties or meetings (£10 per hour) 
• Full size grass pitches (from £40 per match) 
• Floodlit MUGA 3G multi-use games area (from £25 per hour) 

To hire please contact Margaret on 0333 0062129, message us on 
Facebook or email enquiries@kcactive.co.uk 

Beautiful curtains, blinds and soft furnishings 
designed and created to compliment your home. 

 
 

For a free 
home consultation 

and quote call 
07957 686595  

www.georginascurtainsandkeepsakes.com 

https://www.georginascurtainsandkeepsakes.com/
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Eyebrook Wild 
Bird Feeds 

Quality garden birdseed at 
farm-gate prices, mixed on our 
nature-friendly farm near the 

Eyebrook Reservoir. 

Open Monday—Saturday 9am–3pm 
Sunday: 9am–12 noon 

Rectory Farm, Great Easton, LE16 8SN 

01536 770771 

www.eyebrookwildbirdfeeds.co.uk 

http://www.eyebrookwildbirdfeeds.co.uk
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Simba’s Den Day Nursery 
Main Street, Bulwick, NN17 3DY 

Outstanding homely childcare in an idyllic countryside location 

Open all year Monday to Friday 8am–6pm 

Fully funded 2 and 3 year old places available. 

Pre-school led by an early year’s professional. 

Close links to all schools. 

Weekly Ballet lessons from 2 years. 

Weekly forest school sessions at Fineshade wood. 

Lovely large outside area. 

Telephone: 01780 450937 

Email/Web: info@simbasden.co.uk   www.simbasden.co.uk 

 Early years education for children aged 2 – 4 

Growing a Love for Learning 
King’s Cliffe Endowed Pre-school offers the highest 

standards of care and play opportunities for children 

aged 2 to 4 years. 

Our ethos is to nurture and establish our children’s love 

for learning and exploration by providing the best 

possible experiences and opportunities. 

We now have an amazing Early Years Outdoor Area. 

Fully funded places available. 

For more information please contact the School Office 

on 01780 470259 or email katy.evans@kceps.co.uk 

We offer sessions that  

run from 9.00am until 3.00pm. 

 
Please visit our website at www.kingscliffeschool.co.uk for 

more information about our wonderful Pre-School  

King’s Cliffe Endowed 
Pre-School, 

Kings Forest, King’s Cliffe, 
PE8 6XS. 

http://www.simbasden.co.uk
http://www.kingscliffeschool.co.uk
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Gazette Contacts 

Editor (Articles, News and Events): David Teall,  gazette@kingscliffe.church 

Commercial Advertising: Andrea Fern,  andrea.fern@avus-consulting.co.uk 

The Closing Date for all copy is the 15th of the previous month. 

 The Gazette is published by All Saints and St James Church, King’s Cliffe 

 as a service to the community.  It is written, edited and distributed by 

 volunteers from all three parishes.  An electronic version is available here: 

 www.kingscliffe.church/gazette 

12 Aug Bulwick Village Centre AGM 19:00 Village Centre, Bulwick 
14 Aug TKC Scything and Raking 10:30–13:00 Village Field, KC 
15 Aug TKC Scything and Raking 10:30–13:00 Village Field, KC 
22 Aug KC Heritage Centre Open 14:00–17:00 27 Bridge Street KC 
23 Aug Garden Trowel Award Entries By email to Alma O’Neill 
30 Aug KC Heritage Centre Open 14:00–17:00 27 Bridge Street KC 
  9 Sep Women’s Fellowship Meeting 14:00 Parish Church, KC 
11 Sep Ride and Stride 10:00–18:00 Northamptonshire 
18 Sep Shopping Walk 10:30–15:00 King’s Cliffe 


