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From the Editor

Coronavirus Pandemic
For the benefit of future historians, the following is a brief synopsis of the changes
to the Coronavirus Pandemic Restrictions and Regulations and significant events
in its spread and control during April 2021.
12th April: The easing of Lockdown went ahead as planned allowing the following
to open, in some cases limited to the numbers specified:
• Non-essential retail, hairdressers and public buildings.
• Outdoor hospitality, zoos and theme parks.
• Indoor leisure venues for use individually or in household groups.
• Self-contained holiday accommodation, such as self-catering lets and camp sites
and domestic overnight stays (households only).
• Indoor and outdoor parent & child groups up to 15 parents.
• Funerals (30); Wakes, Weddings and Receptions (15).
The Vaccination Programme continued apace throughout April. By 21st April,
33,257,651 had received their first vaccination and 11,192,601 had received their
second.
David Teall (gazette@kingscliffe.church)

Food Basket
There is a Food Basket at the back of the church in King’s Cliffe
which is open on Thursdays and Sundays.
Donations of any non-perishable food can be added to the basket.
If you are in need of any extra food please help yourself.
Please wear a face-covering and observe social distancing guidelines
when entering and leaving and whilst inside the church.
We can also issue Food Bank vouchers for Stamford Food Bank.
Please contact either the Church Office by email:
office@kingscliffe.church
or ring Philip Davies 01780 470314.
Citizens Advice have a Stamford Food Bank Helpline: 01476 249069.
Further information on Food Banks can be found at Trussell Trust.
Oundle Food Bank can deliver: contact number 07907 216144.
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Church Notices

From the Parish Priest
Easter Hope
On Easter Day we were able to gather inside and outside our churches and
online with the faith that Jesus overcame all fear to bring new life, new
hope and a new beginning.
The Easter hymn Now the Green Blade Rises is based on the parable told
by Jesus in John’s Gospel chapter 12, verses 24–26. He uses the analogy of
a grain of wheat buried in the earth as needing to die before it can bear
fruit, to encourage those who follow him to put to one side material
ambition and instead follow in his way of generous love and service to
others.
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain,
Wheat that in the dark earth many years had lain;
Love lives again, that with the dead has been:
Love is come again, like wheat that springeth green.
When our hearts are saddened, grieving or in pain,
By your touch you call us back to life again;
Fields of our heart that dead and bear have been:
Love is come again, like wheat that springeth green.
Philip Davies

From the Parish Registers
We congratulate on their recent wedding:
Stephanie Louise Jones and Josef James Mitchell
We extend our thoughts and prayers to all those who are bereaved
remembering particularly the family and friends of:
King’s Cliffe
Bulwick

Helen Beatrice Apthorpe
Dina Jones
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The Benefice of
King’s Cliffe, Bulwick & Blatherwycke and Laxton
Incumbent
Curate
Reader

Revd Canon Philip Davies
Revd Keir Dow
David Teall

Co-ordinator (General Enquiries)
Clerk (Baptisms & Weddings)
Churchwardens
King’s Cliffe

Katy Evans
Sophy Jubb

470314
753283
450407

office@kingscliffe.church
clerk@kingscliffe.church

Felicity Thistlethwaite
Andrea Fern

470275
07970 151926

Bulwick & Blatherwycke

Alma O’Neill

450300

Laxton

Michael Harrison
Rupert Boyle

450362
450260

Services and Prayers
Church Services: Details of our Church Services for May are given on page 5.
Private Prayer: Arrangements are in place for our churches to be open for
private prayer. Details are on the church noticeboards.
Online Services: A weekly online service is made available on our website
every Sunday morning. The services, led by Revd Canon Philip Davies, include
contributions from other members of the Ministry Team, members of our
congregations and members of the King’s Cliffe Church Choir, recorded
individually in their own homes. There is also a live Zoom service of Sunday
Evening Prayer at 6pm each week for which joining details are published in
the weekly Pastoral Letter. Please email office@kingscliffe.church if you
would like to be added to the list of those who receive this.
Morning Prayer: Morning Prayer is said each day in the Benefice. Special
prayer requests can be included. You can download Morning Prayer and a
short version of Night Prayer which you may like to use on a regular basis.
Prayer Requests: If you have a prayer request for yourself or someone you
know, please fill in our Request Form. All are welcome to use this service.
Funerals: Funerals can take place, at which Government guidance restricts
attendance to up to 30 people. Should a family wish, a Memorial Service can
later be arranged for a date that will be beyond the current crisis.
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Church Notices

Readings and Prayers for the Sundays in May
2 May
NT
Fifth Sunday of Easter
Gospel
We pray for all the residents of Laxton.

Acts 8 v26–40
John 15 v1–8

9 May
NT
Acts 10 v44–48
Sixth Sunday of Easter
Gospel
John 15 v9–17
We pray for all those who live in Willow Lane, Wood Lane, Stamford Road,
Wansford Road and Wood Road, King’s Cliffe.
16 May
NT
Acts 1 v15–17, 21–26
Seventh Sunday of Easter
Gospel
John 17 v6–19
We pray for our Parish Priest, Curate, Reader, Churchwardens, PCC and Church
Groups and for those in training for Ministry.
23 May
NT
Acts 2 v1–21
Pentecost
Gospel
John 15 v26–27, 16 v4b–15
We pray for our MP, parish, district and county councillors, voluntary trustees of
local charitable organisations and local groups working for the community.
30 May
NT
Romans 8 v12–17
Trinity Sunday
Gospel
John 3 v1–17
We pray for the businesses in our area; for employers and employees.

Church Services in May
All Saints and St James – King’s Cliffe
2 May
10:30
Benefice Communion (Outdoor Service)
9 May
10:30
Family Communion
13th May
19:30
Evening Prayer for Ascension Day
16 May
10:30
Morning Worship
23 May
10:30
Family Communion for Pentecost
30 May
10:30
Family Communion for Trinity Sunday
St Nicholas – Bulwick
16 May
10:30

Holy Communion

All Saints – Laxton
9 May
09:00
23 May
18:00

Holy Communion
Evening Prayer for Pentecost

For all church services social distancing requirements will be in place,
including the wearing of face masks, and public health authorities ask of
people to arrive and leave with minimum interaction.
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News from King’s Cliffe

Christian Aid Week
Christian Aid Week 2021 will be from Monday 10th May to Sunday 16th May.
House-to-house collecting will again be cancelled for safety reasons, so donating
online is very much encouraged. Climate change is severely affecting millions of
people in Kenya. Every donation during Christian Aid Week will go towards
building earth dams for these communities, so they can collect rain water during
times of severe drought. They will then have the water they need to live.
If you are able to donate online there will be a King’s Cliffe, Bulwick, Blatherwycke
and Laxton fundraising page for which you’ll find a link on the King’s Cliffe Community
Facebook page during Christian Aid Week.
If you, or anyone you know who might like to donate, but are not able to do so
online, there will be the red Christian Aid collecting envelopes available inside
King’s Cliffe, Bulwick and Laxton churches from Sunday 9th May, unless the
churches are closed. (King’s Cliffe church is currently open on Thursdays and
Sundays.) Please use the box provided near the envelopes to leave any donations
and these will be collected regularly by myself.
Finally, back by popular demand, ‘Quiztian Aid’ will take place on Friday 14th May
at 7:30pm with a suggested donation of £5 for taking part. This Zoom quiz is for a
bit of fun and everyone is very much welcome to join in. The Zoom details are:
Meeting ID – 736 8602 3201 Passcode – zG58dr.
Jo Jones

King’s Cliffe Heritage Centre re-opens
Sunday 23rd May and Bank Holiday Monday 31st May will see the door of our
Heritage Centre at 27 Bridge Street open once again and we look forward very
much to welcoming visitors. We will be making sure the Centre is Covid-safe for
our visitors and Stewards alike. Please be aware that face masks and social
distancing will be needed indoors where the ‘Rule of Six’ will apply. To help us
manage this in our small space, we are asking visitors to book in advance. You can
do this by phoning our dedicated Heritage Centre phone no 0843 8869395, or by
emailing to admin@kingscliffeheritage.org. Our opening times are 2pm to 5pm,
as usual, and each timed visit will be 20 minutes – long enough to see the exciting
new items in our Heritage Collection!
Sue Trow-Smith

King’s Cliffe Parish Council
Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh: On behalf of the whole Village, the Parish Council
would like to send our Deepest Sympathy to Her Majesty the Queen on her sad
loss and remember the enormous contribution he has made to our national life
and the support he has provided to the Queen over nearly 70 years.
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News from King’s Cliffe
Parish Council Elections: At the close of nominations for Parish Councillors there
were 11 names for the 11 places available. As a result there will not be an
election for the Parish Councillors on the 6th May. Two of the existing
Councillors, Doug Gilbert and Nikki Woore, decided not to stand again and on
behalf of the Parish Council, and indeed the Community, we would like to thank
them for their contribution to the Parish Council. We have two new members,
Geoff Holland of West Street and Richard Isaac of Wood Road, who we welcome
onto the Parish Council team.
The Parish Councillors are Andrew Howard, Michael Day, Jeanne Atkinson, Debbie
Balmer, Russel Brown, Tom Copeland, Geoff Holland, Richard Isaac, Robert
Meadows, George Smid and Mary Wharton.
Parish Council Meetings: We had to postpone our planned Annual Meeting in
April because of the Election. Following advice from the Monitoring Officer at
North Northants Council the Annual Parish Meeting will now be held in May along
with our normal meeting. To achieve this it is likely that we will need to hold two
meetings, one on Thursday 13th and one on Thursday 20th May. At the time of
writing it is unclear whether we will have a Zoom Meeting in May or we will need
to revert back to our actual meetings. The Government has proposed ceasing to
allow Zoom meetings but this is subject to a court hearing in the middle of April.
Government Reorganisation: On the 1st April both the County Council and the
District Council ceased to exist and we now have one Local Authority know as
North Northants Council. This should make some aspects of our life easier as all
local services will be provided by one council and not two. Councillors will be
elected to this new body on Thursday 6th May 2021. It will then be responsible
for the state of the roads, our pavements and resolving the flooding issue.
Surgery: The Parish Council are pleased that the Doctors have decided not to
close West Street Surgery at this time but to use it to provide specific services.
Endowed School Site: The Parish Council are pleased that the site has now been
transferred by the Law and Hutcheson Charity to the County Council and that the
new school in Forest Approach is now owned by the Charity. This is a big step
forward and we now expect the site in Park Street to be sold in the near future.
Emergency Plan: The Emergency and Flooding Plan has been updated following
input from volunteers and volunteer Flood Wardens have been assigned to areas
around the village. A copy of the EP will be circulated to all volunteers and
available via our new website shortly.
Covid 19: As lockdown measures are eased we would urge all residents to ensure
they continue to adhere to the basic rules – Stay Safe and Keep Your Distance.
Tracey Green (Parish Clerk)
01780 470799
clerk@kingscliffe-pc.gov.uk
https://kingscliffe-pc.gov.uk/
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News from King’s Cliffe

King’s Cliffe Endowed Primary School
In 2014, NCC (then led by our local Councillor Heather Smith) approached Law &
Hutcheson Trustees with plans to move the county from a 3-tier to 2-tier
education structure. Locally, this envisaged the closure of our Middle School but
also raised a question mark over our Park Street Primary School as it was clearly
costly to run, had poor access and little scope for expansion or development.
But a positive proposal was evolved. This was to build a new, tailor-made Primary
School to the East of the old Middle School site – a brand new KC Endowed
Primary School! There then followed a lengthy period of consultation, open
meetings and Trustee, School and community briefings.

Our aim, from the outset, as Charity Trustees (and with an eye to the future of our
expanding community) was that, although initially built for 1-form entry, the new
school should have scope to extend in future times to a 2-form entry School. Our
firm contribution to the creation of the new KC Endowed Primary School was
based upon agreement that, at transfer of ownership of the new King’s Forest site
to our School Foundation, the Park St site would be transferred to the NCC. The
School Foundation (the educational arm of the Law & Hutcheson Charities) saw
that the positive benefits would be directly in line with its Charitable Education
Objects. L&H, NCC & the school then worked as a team on this project.
Construction started in 2015 and the new school opened in 2017. KCPC, again
positively supporting the project, helped to guarantee the pedestrian access to
Kingsmead (NE of the site) and thus also to its facilities at King’s Cliffe Active.
There was a 10-year post-construction period for the NCC to monitor the new
school site, including a shorter period for checking for obvious snags or other
issues. Unfortunately, in the winters of 2017, 2018 & 2019, water seepage/run
off problems were noted. NCC was by then under political and financial pressure.
Our understandable request, as the Endowing Charity, was that a full post
construction survey be undertaken. Some remedial works were indeed
undertaken but our lawyers advised the need for clear, long-term assurances.
The reason for endless delay in transfer of the Park St School site, and sadly it
being left standing empty and forlorn, was the delay in getting legal safeguards
from NCC, not because of lack of effort by Law & Hutcheson Charity Trustees. The
good news is that the KC School Foundation and Northamptonshire County
Council did resolve matters. We have secured the essential indemnities that we
had been seeking, all at the very last moment before NCC ceased to exist.
Titles to the old Park Street and the new King’s Forest sites were thus exchanged
on March 31st. So, at long last, we have reached a mutually satisfactory
resolution. We are thus proud to be able to continue our 300-years of creative
support for education in KC and the surrounding area. Thank you all for your
patience!
Peter Wallace and David Hellard
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News from King’s Cliffe

Sewing for the NHS
Back in April 2020 I read a notice from a local group which later became the ‘For
The Love Of Scrubs’ Stamford and Rutland Branch. The notice asked for help with
sewing and for donations of unwanted duvet covers, sheets and pillowcases as
there was a high demand for garments for our health workers and short supply of
fabric. I put out a notice on our community Facebook page and to the village
Gardening Club asking for donations and volunteer sewers. Very quickly my
dining room became piled with donated material and, at the peak of the sewing
frenzy, I had 28 sewers with an age range between 12 years and 93 years. Teams
quickly set-to making patterns, washing fabric and cutting out the scrubs – the
tops and trousers worn by our healthcare staff. Donations quickly meant that,
along with the duvet covers etc, new fabric could be purchased.
Over the last year the team have sewn 270 sets of scrubs, 512 garment wash
bags, 230 headbands (these stop medical staff from getting sore ears from the
elastic on face masks), 532 hats, 97 paramedic bags for the London Ambulance
Service and 173 facemasks. So, you could say we definitely did our bit to help
ensure that local NHS hospitals, Care Homes and Doctors’ Surgeries received
urgently needed clothing.
I would like to say a massive thank you to all the team and to all those who
donated their bedding to help such a very worthwhile cause. Not a scrap of fabric
will be wasted as all the small pieces will now be transformed into dresses for the
‘Dress a Girl Project’ that Pat Teall, my last remaining sewer, works on. Thank you
to all who have contributed to this project.
June Hakes

Health and Wellbeing
My name is Pip Fairhall and I have joined the Wansford practice as a Health and
Wellbeing Coach. I have been in private practice as a Nutritional Therapist Life
Coach since 2017, having retrained after 24 years in publishing selling to the
supermarkets. Previously I saw private and corporate accounts delivering talks,
workshops and 1 to 1 sessions. I have particularly concentrated on digestive
issues, weight management, mental health and lifestyle challenges. I can help
with everything from goal setting and ways to achieve them to how to get
through the day without diving into the nearest packet of crisps!
I am now based at King’s Cliffe surgery and, as the restrictions have eased slightly,
I am able to see people face to face. Although the usual protocols of masks,
antiseptic gel and temperature taking are still the norm. If you would like to come
for a chat and, possibly a covid-safe cup of tea, please call the Wansford surgery
and ask to be referred to me.
Pip Fairhall
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News from King’s Cliffe

King’s Cliffe Messy Church
During the last year, King’s Cliffe Messy Church has continued to be active online,
the team having reshaped activities so that they could be undertaken safely at
home or outside. It will now take a break, giving space to think about how it
might operate in the future and who might like to be a part of it.
Carol Randall and Katy Weekes have headed up Messy Church for over five years,
supported by an active and creative team. There have been good links with
Underground as a venue and with its facilities. Carol has decided to step down as
a leader so, on behalf of all those who are a part of Messy Church, adults, children
and volunteers alike, a big “thank you” to her for her dedicated and vibrant
leadership.
Philip Davies

King’s Cliffe Gardeners’ Association
There is still a danger of late frosts, so protect your tender plants. Earth up
potatoes. Time to sow seeds and plant out small vegetable plants and summer
bedding once the soil has warmed up. Open greenhouse or conservatory vents
and doors on warm days. Check for nesting birds before clipping hedges. Lift and
divide overcrowded clumps of daffodils and other spring-flowering bulbs. Prune
spring-flowering shrubs such as japonica, Japanese quince, Choisya and Ribes
after flowering. Remove one stem in three from Kerria and Spiraea ‘Arguta’, and
shorten the other flowered stems to a suitable sideshoot. Evergreens such as
Viburnum tinus can also still be trimmed this month. Prune overcrowded or
diseased stems of Clematis montana once it has finished flowering. Untangling
the stems can be fiddly, but once you can see where you are cutting, you need not
worry about pruning this plant - it will take even hard cutting back very well.
Watch out for news of the date for the Plant Sale. It will be towards the end of
May, and announced on posters and the Community Facebook page. There will
be lots of young vegetable plants such as tomatoes, chillies, peppers, beans,
courgettes, cucumbers along with bedding plants (eg cosmos, bidens, geraniums,
petunias) and a large variety of perennials all at reasonable prices with all
proceeds going to the Church.
Lindsay Kubicki
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Transition King’s Cliffe

Transition King’s Cliffe for environment and community
Bike Fix will be starting again for the summer on Saturday
1st May. We will be setting up our pop- up workshop in
Forest Approach from 10.00 until 12.00 on the first
Saturday of each month through to the autumn. Get that
bike that’s been gathering cobwebs out of the shed and
on the road again! We can undertake minor maintenance
and repair jobs and advise you on any more major work
that might need doing.
Wildplaces: Hooray! Monthly Work
Parties are back! From 17th May we
can gather in groups of up to 30
outside, so we will be kicking off with
a session on Sunday 23rd May at
Meadow Bridge. This is the bridge
over the railway cutting between
Willow Lane and Wood Lane. We
have a number of jobs to do,
including removing ash saplings,
digging out drainage channels. bank clearance, and re-laying the steps to the new
path. Something for everyone! If you can join us, then please let us know so we
can plan the tasks accordingly. Useful tools will be: Full size fork/spade and also
hand tools as well including secateurs. Gloves are essential. We will start at
10.30am and carry on until lunchtime. Do come along at any time.
We have made significant progress on the muddy slope at the entrance to the
railway at Second Drift. The rock bag has been filled three times, and 30m of the
path have now been laid so we are halfway. Please carry on picking up rocks from
the field (or the railway cutting itself) and leaving them by the slope.
Adders are awake and our survey teams have been out and about checking the
usual basking spots. We only have five individuals confirmed so far this year,
which is down on 2020, but there is plenty of time left. If you do see any adders
around the village, please leave them well alone as they need this undisturbed
time to build their strength for mating. However, do let us know of any sightings
as below. Thanks!
Contact: To get involved or for more information, please get in touch:
info@transitionkingscliffe.org.uk www.transitionkingscliffe.org.uk
f Transition Kings Cliffe
Charles Tomalin
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The Way We Were

The Way We Were
On May 6th in King’s Cliffe, hundreds of us registered voters aged 18 or over will
be able to vote in local elections and our ballots will be made in secret. We take
these electoral arrangements for granted and it is extraordinary to think that,
until the Reform Act of 1832, only a small handful of people in King’s Cliffe, aged
21 or over, were entitled to vote. They were the Freeholders of property worth
40 shillings or more per annum. In King’s Cliffe the vast majority of property was
Copyhold not Freehold and in the Parliamentary election for Northamptonshire in
May 1831, just fifteen Freeholders in King’s Cliffe were entitled to vote. All of
them were men (women did not get the right to vote until nearly 100 years later)
but not all the King’s Cliffe voters actually lived in King’s Cliffe. Those who did
were: the Rector, Revd Henry Kaye Bonney (for his Glebe land); farmers Thomas
Cunnington, William Cunnington, Charles Jackson, Farmery Law, James Rayson
and John Richardson; hawker, John Micheson; and fishmonger, Thomas Palmer.
Three bedesmen were listed: John Littledyke, of King’s Cliffe; William Sharpe of
Essendine and John Cragg of Stamford Baron. They were beneficiaries of Lord
Burghley’s Alms-houses in Stamford and counted as Freeholders in King’s Cliffe
because of his alms-house endowments in part of Cliffe Forest. Other voters
living elsewhere were farmer John Boughton at Fotheringhay; butcher, Henry
Howes, in Brook Market, London; and draper, John Howes, in Stamford. There
were only seven ‘Polling Places’ in the whole county, and voters from King’s Cliffe
had to go to Oundle to vote. Polling took place over 10 days, excluding Sundays,
and the names of the voters and the way they cast their ballot was published in
the official Poll Book.
The Reform Act of 1832 dramatically increased the number of voters in King’s
Cliffe: at the General Election in December 1832 there were sixty eligible voters.
The so-called “40-shilling Freeholders”, as before, were joined by the newlyenfranchised Copyholders of property worth £10; tenants with long- and mediumterm leases of land and tenants-at-will paying rent of at least £50 a year. It was
not until the Reform Act of 1884 that the right to vote was extended to all men in
rural areas who were over the age of 21 and paid annual rent of £10 or owned
land worth £10.
Campaigning was different, too. A correspondent to the Peterborough Advertiser
in 1910 recalled election hustings in King’s Cliffe 50 or 60 years earlier. Rioting
had been anticipated and special constables sworn in, but they were not needed.
On Polling Day, the state of the poll was communicated between King’s Cliffe and
Oundle using horsemen who rode every few hours to meet up half-way. Only
with the Ballot Act of 1872 was the secrecy of the ballot paper put into law.
Sue Trow-Smith for King’s Cliffe Heritage
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News from Bulwick

News from Bulwick
Horticultural Show: There has been a change of date for the judging of the Floral
Section – Gardens and Containers. Judging will now take place ‘in situ’ and the
date set is Thursday 26th August 2021 from 11.00am. This class is open to
residents of Bulwick, Blatherwycke, Deene, Deenethorpe, Harringworth and
Laxton. The classes are: HSF1 Best outside container viewed all round;
HSF2 Best hanging basket; HSF3 Best Vegetable patch; HSF4 Best Garden overall –
including presentation and condition. Entries will be accepted from Monday 26th
July onwards up to Monday 23rd August. Details of how to enter will be
published in the Gazette next month and circulated in the eligible villages.

An Exhibition of Works for Photography and Floral Art is scheduled for 17th, 18th
and 19th September in St Nicholas. The Floral Art section will include a pedestal
arrangement with a theme Hope and Healing, a table arrangement Home
Schooling plus one other arrangement yet to be decided. The Photography
classes have already been announced in the April Gazette.
St Nicholas Churchyard Tidy: The date set for the first churchyard tidy of the year
is Saturday 22nd May between 10.00am and 12 noon. Volunteers to help tidy the
churchyard boundaries are needed. Helpers will need to come prepared with
their own tools, secateurs, gloves etc, and be willing to take an area to work
around. A cup of tea or coffee, or soft drink will be offered, all guided by Covid-19
restrictions. A tidy-up is long overdue so, if you are willing to take on a patch to
keep tidy, but are not able to attend on that day, then please get in touch. All
help will be very much appreciated.
Dress A Girl Project: Monday 5th July 10:30am – 12 noon is the date to bring
items made to St Nicholas church. I am informed that the shipments are starting
to be processed and hopefully it will not be too much longer before we can get
back to some sort of a normal routine.
Mrs Dinah Jones who formerly resided at the Old Orchard, Blatherwycke Road,
Bulwick died on 9th April. Di had been living in Eastbourne to be close to her
daughter. She and Meyrick had lived in Bulwick for 62 years.
Duke of Edinburgh: St Nicholas has quite a strong connection with the Royal
Navy: the monuments in the church are testament to that. We also have a
framed photograph of the Duke of Edinburgh which was apparently given to the
church by Dartmouth Naval College. This was removed from the wall and placed
for all to see on the day of the funeral. It is also pleasing to think that three of our
youngsters in Bulwick, Ben Sanderson, Evie Sanderson and Josh Ratcliffe, have
completed DofE awards within the last three years. Well done you three.
Alma O’Neill, Churchwarden (450300)
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Communicare

Communicare
Despite all the ‘lockdown’ restrictions our PPG officials have managed to continue
with their own quarterly meetings and also joint meetings with practice staff,
using the online ‘Zoom’ facility. This has been a good way of keeping abreast of
local and national healthcare issues, a platform for discussion and maintaining
contact with the surgery. Unfortunately the activities of the social side of the
group have been severely curtailed with no monthly coffee mornings and the
possibility of days out or holidays looking fairly remote at the present time.
However, as soon as restrictions allow and patients might be confident enough to
venture out for a social get-together, we will be organizing a suitable event – a
chance to catch up with old friends after such a long and bleak past year.
A meeting with the practice was held at the end of March which was attended by
Dr Rhiannon Nally and Mrs Kirstie Lawes, the Practice Manager. Following the
recent retirement of Dr Amrit Takhar, it was good to hear that he was enjoying his
new way of life but also still taking an active part in the research projects
undertaken at the surgery. As the PPG had not been able to mark his retirement
in any personal way, the Chairman will send a message relaying our good wishes.
The Treasurer gave her updated statement of account which showed no
expenditure and little income, although a donation which had been held ‘ring
fenced’ has now been released by agreement with the donor to be used in some
significant way as and when the opportunity arises. The officials did however
agree to provide funds for the purchase of a set of baby-weighing scales which are
required by the nurses and staff at regular childcare clinics.
It was confirmed that the vaccination programme was progressing well with all
the relevant age groups being invited for first and second injections. The current
use of the Stanground site will gradually be wound down following which the 1850 age group will be invited to attend mass vaccination sites in and around the
Peterborough area. This will be by letter with appointments available online.
PPG officials continually have discussions with the practice about current and
potential future healthcare provision, locally and nationally – both sides
appreciate the importance of this liaison. The PPG can offer a special viewpoint
and, where appropriate, assistance in relaying details of any changes being
implemented. All agree that this two-way exchange of information benefits all.
Our next meeting is scheduled for the end of June when it is hoped we can
dispense with online services and resume ‘face-to-face’ contact once again. A
decision will be made nearer the time depending on the Covid situation as to
whether we can safely invite patients to attend such a gathering.
Best wishes to all patients – keep abiding by the rules and hopefully we shall soon
be enjoying our lives in a more ‘normal’ way.
Wendy Spencer
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Public Health Information

15

Nature Notes

Nature Notes for April and May
What remarkable weather we are now enjoying. The warmer days have encouraged
a whole variety of plants and trees to demonstrate that Spring has arrived.

Cowslips

Wood anemones are prolific on the woodland floor whilst cowslips stand tall
amongst the meadow grasses. Hawthorns have been resplendent with their
masses of white flowers for some time and horse chestnut leaf buds are finally
starting to burst.
In the garden, blackbirds, robins and blue tits are nesting. Just on the other side
of the wall a wood pigeon has built an untidy platform in the fork of a tree. The
robin is especially tame and follows me around the garden, perching only feet
away and waiting for the
next spade full of soil to
Nuthatch
be turned over before
flitting in quickly to seize a
morsel of food. For a
short while a nuthatch
called from a treetop most
mornings but that will be
searching for a hole in a
woodland tree to make its
nest.
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Nature Notes
Just above treetop
Mandarin Duck
height a pair of small
ducks skimmed into
the wood. One, the
male, appeared to
have a particularly
bulky head and the
call was unfamiliar.
These were Mandarin
Ducks which, as the
name suggests,
originate from the
Orient and were
introduced to
wildfowl collections because of their exotic beauty. Over the years some birds
have escaped and established small local colonies in various places around the
country. They nest as high as ten metres up in holes in trees, often some distance
from water. The ducklings are able to escape injury when they fledge and jump to
the ground due to their light weight and downy feathers. You are most likely to
see them along the margins of small lakes where they hide under overhanging
foliage.

Whitethroat

Many visiting Spring
migrants are now in full
song with chiffchaff,
blackcap, willow warbler
and whitethroat all
making their presence
known. After many years
of not hearing song
thrushes singing, it is a
pleasure to have several
calling from perches high
in the trees.

It wouldn’t be Spring without the evocative call of the cuckoo. I even managed to
see a female cuckoo sitting on a garden fence just before writing these notes.
Fledgling
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Announcements

OUR CONTINUING SERVICES DURING THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC
Although we are not providing our usual face to face advice service until further
notice, we are still providing our specialist advice services by telephone or email.
Our advisors are working remotely and set up to effectively deal with ongoing
referrals from agencies and members of the public calling us for advice. Our advice
and assistance is Free, Independent & Confidential (aside from our Not for Profit
Immigration Service).

Debt and Welfare Benefits:
The East Northants Project is funded by East Northamptonshire Council providing a
full range of Debt/Budgeting advice and assistance. Also, Welfare Benefits advice
and assistance with advice on entitlements/Benefit income maximisation, energy
saving, disputes and appeals, to all residents within East Northants Council area.
Our Rushden office Advice Shop (32 High St, Rushden NN10 0PH), is currently not
open for initial telephone enquiries to access advice and assistance.
However, all services continue remotely Monday to Friday and we can be accessed
for help and assistance by contacting 01604 621038 Monday-Thursday 10.00am2pm and Fridays 10am-1pm, or via www.communitylawservice.org.uk
We shall continue to keep you advised of future changes.
You may also access advice/assistance with the following using the above contacts.
Housing: We can provide advice in respect of repossession and eviction for people
eligible for Legal Aid.

Children’s Benefit Take-Up Project: Funded by Children in Need for children and
young people who are ill or who have a disability.
Energy Advice: Help to better afford energy bills including benefit advice and
income maximisation, utility debt advice, energy tariff checks, access to grants.
Self-funded Immigration Service: Specialist advice and help with claims & appeals
(not for profit, fee paying service).
Please keep safe, strong & well everyone.
Registered Charity 1128718.
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King’s Cliffe Ex-Servicemen’s
& Social Club – May 2021
A huge thankyou to everyone who
came along to support our outside
opening. Plans are now in place to
open up inside on the 17th May.
Watch out for updates on local
social media and via our website
page for opening times and events.
Once fully opened we will reinstate the raffle
and set a date for the Bingo afternoon in aid of
the British Legion.

Remember – keep safe and
stay well!
Government guide lines will be strictly followed
to ensure the safety of our members and staff at
all times once we are allowed to open.
New members welcome. C.I.U Affiliated
19

Advertisements

Village Pizzas

KING’S CLIFFE
BAKERY

Open Tue – Sat for
Collection 4.30pm – 10pm
or Delivery 6pm till 10pm

68 WEST STREET
KING’S CLIFFE
Tel: 01780 470205

01780
784587

DOOR TO DOOR DELIVERIES

SHOP HOURS
7AM TO 12 NOON
MONDAY TO SATURDAY

View our Menu at
www.villagepizzas.co.uk

WHOLESALE AVAILABLE
PHONE FOR PRICE LIST
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Aromatherapy Products made in King’s Cliffe








Skin Care
Essential Oils and Blends
Aromatic Hand Sanitiser
Posh Shower Gels
Massage Oils
Burners, Candles, Reed Diffusers
Lots of lovely present ideas
Discount code

PURE AROMATHERAPY .co.uk

GAZ1220

Buy online or contact Kate: 07961499018 or
shop@purearomatherapy.co.uk. Can post or
deliver to your doorstep if you’re local.

10% off all products

MASSAGE THERAPY : REFLEXOLOGY : HOLISTICLIVING.co.uk

Bespoke picture
framing
Oils, watercolour, textiles, etc.
Large or small.
Contact:

FELICITY THISTLETHWAITE

m: 07943 127979
t: 01780 470275
e: fthistlethwaite@
rocketmail.com
www.efflejay.co.uk
Member of the Fine Art Trade Guild
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Martin James

The Village Sweep
Your local chimney sweeping service.
Stove repairs: rope seals, firebricks etc.

Certificates issued.

Fully insured.
07749 438567
01780 470275
mhj1@btinternet.com

Are your carpets and upholstery in need of a freshen up?
Look no further!
Fully trained and insured to clean carpets and upholstery
for both domestic and commercial clients.
Colin Smith is local to the area and can give you a
competitive quote today.
Don’t hesitate, give him a ring on
01780 471015 or 07919857311
Email: mysmartcarpet@yahoo.co.uk
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Crown Property Services
Jonathon Hibbins

Tel: 01780 783082
Mobile: 07766 168659
•
•
•
•

Electrical & Plumbing
Renovations
Extensions
Kitchens & Bathrooms

•
•
•
•

Windows and Doors
Groundworks
Landscaping
Internal Refurbishment

Old Sulehay Cottages, Yarwell, Peterborough, PE8 6PA.
jonathon@hibbins.me

R E Newton Ltd (Nassington)
SPECIALIST CARPENTRY JOINERY & BUILDING WORK
The Complete Refurbishment Specialist

 Internal alterations to Extensions
 Listed & Period Building Specialist
 Hand Made Kitchens to your design and colour
 Built in Wardrobes to cupboards/bookcases
 Purpose made joinery – windows and doors
Est. Since 1989
www.renewton.com

Email: Edward@renewton.wanadoo.co.uk

Tel: Daytime 07831 256087 Evening 01780 782704

FOR ALL YOUR CARPENTRY AND BUILDING NEEDS
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K.C. PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
KING’S CLIFFE

Ranger
Gas

• Extensions, Renovations,

Conversions etc.
• Repointing, Patios, Paving.
• Stonework, Brickwork,
Garden Walls.
• Groundworks & Footings.
• Digger Hire & Driver.
• Plastering.
• Interior & Exterior Decorating.

Servicing/Breakdown
Installation of all Gas
Appliances
Oil/Gas/LPG
Heat pumps/Solar

FOR FREE QUOTATIONS PLEASE CALL

KEVIN CUNNINGTON
07946 139754

Tel: 07824 443062
Email:
Jamieheating@gmail.com

MATT CZEREMSZNSKY
07984 956947
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THE IRONING MAIDEN

E.M.DORMAN

Too much Ironing to handle?

FUNERAL DIRECTOR Dip.F.D.

Let the Ironing Maiden
take care of it for you.

A family concern
giving a 24 hour
personal service to all areas

Collection & Delivery

Same Day Delivery

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST

16 years’ experience

Golden Charter
Pre-Paid Plans Available

Open Monday to Friday
Tel: 07432 242691

Tel: Uppingham
01572 823976

01832
272269

Email:
no1ironmaiden@gmail.com

CROWSONS
D.W. Gunn DipFD

01832
272269

A FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS
SERVING THE COMMUNITY
FOR OVER ONE HUNDRED YEARS
• Caring personal attention
• Chapels of rest
• 24 hour service to all areas
• Flowers and catering available
• Memorials
• Advice on Golden Charter pre-payment Schemes

BARNWELL, OUNDLE, PETERBOROUGH, PE8 5PS
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Sports facilities available for hire by individuals or clubs including
•
•
•
•

Floodlit Netball and Tennis Courts (from £5 per hour)
Community room perfect for parties or meetings (£10 per hour)
Full size grass pitches (from £40 per match)
Floodlit MUGA 3G multi-use games area (from £25 per hour)

To hire please contact Margaret on 0333 0062129, message us on
Facebook or email enquiries@kcactive.co.uk

Beautiful curtains, blinds and soft furnishings
designed and created to compliment your home.

For a free
home consultation
and quote call
07957 686595
www.georginascurtainsandkeepsakes.com
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Yoga For You
For Core Strength
and Calm

Eyebrook Wild
Bird Feeds

Mon: 9.30 Yoga, Laxton Village Hall, NN17 3AT.
7.30pm Yoga, King’s Cliffe Memorial Hall.
Tue: 5.45 & 7pm Yoga, Wansford Christie Hall.
Wed: YOGACALM, a gentle class.
7pm King’s Cliffe Memorial Hall, PE8 6XD.

Quality garden birdseed at
farm-gate prices, mixed on our
nature-friendly farm near the
Eyebrook Reservoir.

Thur: 10am Yoga, Wansford Christie Hall, PE8 6JS.
4.30 Gentle/Chair Yoga and 6.30 Yoga at
Easton-on-the-Hill Village Hall, PE9 3NN.

£5 Welcome session, passes and Drop In
options. Beginners, Yoga Therapy, 1-1
and small groups.

Open Monday—Saturday 9am–3pm
Sunday: 9am–12 noon
Rectory Farm, Great Easton, LE16 8SN
01536 770771
www.eyebrookwildbirdfeeds.co.uk

Penny Taylor – Full Dip & Advanced Tutor
pennyyoga@yahoo.co.uk 07960267986
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Simba’s Den Day Nursery
Main Street, Bulwick, NN17 3DY

Outstanding homely childcare in an idyllic countryside location
Open all year Monday to Friday 8am–6pm
Fully funded 2 and 3 year old places available.
Pre-school led by an early year’s professional.
Close links to all schools.
Weekly Ballet lessons from 2 years.
Weekly forest school sessions at Fineshade wood.
Lovely large outside area.
Telephone: 01780 450937
Email/Web: info@simbasden.co.uk www.simbasden.co.uk

Early years education for children aged 2 – 4

Growing a Love for Learning
King’s Cliffe Endowed Pre-school offers the highest
standards of care and play opportunities for children
aged 2 to 4 years.
Our ethos is to nurture and establish our children’s love
for learning and exploration by providing the best
possible experiences and opportunities.
We now have an amazing Early Years Outdoor Area.
Fully funded places available.

King’s Cliffe Endowed
Pre-School,
Kings Forest, King’s Cliffe,
PE8 6XS.

For more information please contact the School Office
on 01780 470259 or email katy.evans@kceps.co.uk

We offer sessions that
run from 9.00am until 3.00pm.
Please visit our website at www.kingscliffeschool.co.uk for
more information about our wonderful Pre-School
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Gazette Contacts
During the Coronavirus Restrictions, contact can only be made by email.
Editor (Articles, News and Events): David Teall, gazette@kingscliffe.church
Commercial Advertising: Andrea Fern, andrea.fern@avus-consulting.co.uk

The Closing Date for copy for online editions is the 20th of the previous month.

The Gazette is published by All Saints and St James Church, King’s Cliffe
as a service to the community. It is written, edited and distributed by
volunteers from all three parishes. An electronic version is available here:
www.kingscliffe.church/gazette

