
 

  

G A Z E T T E  
for the parishes of King’s Cliffe 

Bulwick & Blatherwycke and Laxton 

MARCH 2021 

An online-only edition published during the 
Coronavirus Pandemic Restrictions. 



From the Editor 

2 

Coronavirus Pandemic 
For the benefit of future historians, the following is a brief synopsis of the changes 

to the Coronavirus Pandemic Restrictions and Regulations and significant events 

in its spread and control during February 2021. 

England remained under National Lockdown throughout February.  Under the 

Lockdown Rules, people in England must stay at home and only go out if they 

have a ‘reasonable excuse’ which includes: 

• Shopping for essentials such as food and medicine. 

• Meeting your support or childcare bubble. 

• Children moving between separated parents. 

• Working where it is ‘unreasonable’ to work from home. 

• Education, training, childcare, medical appointments and emergencies. 

• Religious worship if the place of worship is open. 

• Moving house. 

• Exercise.  You can exercise with one other person from another household in 

an open public space. You should stay two metres apart from each other. 

If you do leave home for one of these reasons, you should stay local if possible. 

Travel - internationally or around the UK - is only allowed if it is essential. 

If you are clinically extremely vulnerable you should only go out for medical 

appointments, exercise or if it is essential.  You should not attend work. 

15th February:  By this date all 15 million people in the first four Priority Groups 

had been offered at least their first dose of one of the approved covid vaccines: 

• Residents and Staff in care homes. 

• All those 80 years of age and over and frontline health and social care workers. 

• All those 75 years of age and over. 

• All those 70 years of age and over and those clinically extremely vulnerable. 

From this date onwards the vaccination programme began to work through the 

remaining five Priority Groups in order – see local details on page 13. 

22nd February:  The Prime Minister announced a ‘Route out of Lockdown’ details 

of which are given opposite.  The tests for progress between stages are: 

• The vaccine deployment programme continues successfully. 

• Evidence shows that vaccines are sufficiently effective in reducing 

hospitalisations and deaths of those vaccinated. 

• Infection rates do not risk a surge in hospitalisations which would put 

unsustainable pressure on the NHS. 

• The assessment of the risks is not fundamentally changed by new ‘Variants of 

Concern.’                                                    David Teall (gazette@kingscliffe.church) 
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Route out of Lockdown 

Not 
before 

8th 

Mar 

Places and Activities allowed to open/take place 

• Schools, Colleges and Practical Higher Education courses. 

• Recreation in outdoor public spaces with household or one other.  
Social distancing and other safe behaviours should be followed. 

• One named visitor per Care Home resident. 

• Funerals (30), Wakes (6) and Weddings (6). 

Not 
before 

29th 

Mar 

• Rule of Six or two households outdoors, inc. private gardens. 

• Outdoor sport and leisure facilities and organised outdoor sport. 

• Outdoor parent & child groups up to 15 parents. 
In all of the activities listed above, people from different households 
must still socially distance.  No household mixing indoors, no 
holidays, minimise travel. 

Not 
before 

12th 

April 

• Non-essential retail, hairdressers and public buildings. 

• Outdoor hospitality, zoos and theme parks. 

• Indoor leisure venues for use individually or in household groups. 

• Self-contained holiday accommodation, such as self-catering lets 
and camp sites and domestic overnight stays (households only). 

• Indoor and outdoor parent & child groups up to 15 parents 

• Funerals (30); Wakes, Weddings and Receptions (15). 

Not 
before 

17th 
May 

• 30 person limit for outdoor gatherings. 

• Rule of Six or two households indoors (subject to review). 

• Indoor entertainment and remaining outdoor entertainment. 

• Organised indoor adult sport. 

• Remaining accommodation. 

• Some large indoor and outdoor events with limits on capacity. 

• International travel (subject to review). 

• Funerals, Wakes, Weddings and Receptions (30). 

Not 
before 

21st 

June 

• All legal limits on social contact removed, with the final 
sectors of the economy such as nightclubs and very 
large events reopened. 
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From the Parish Priest 
To Everything There is a Season 

We enter the season of Lent during the lockdown of the Covid pandemic.  Can we 

use this time well or does it just seem like one more restriction being placed on us? 

I suppose it will depend on how we view the idea of Lent itself.  If it can be a time 

when we can draw closer to God then it might be that this year, when we are so 

aware of external restrictions, that we can be freed up in our feelings and 

thoughts about what it means to encounter God. 

I have been re-reading and thinking about Ecclesiastes Chapter Three, both the 

version in the Bible and in the song by Pete Seeger “Turn Turn Turn”.  I find this to 

be a brave, serious and realistic response to both the mystery of God and to 

encountering God reaching out to people with wise words in difficult times. 

“There is a season for everything on the earth”: words from “The Message” 

version of the Bible.  

A right time for birth and another for death, 
A right time to plant and another to reap, 
A right time to kill and another to heal, 
A right time to destroy and another to construct, 
A right time to cry and another to laugh, 
A right time to lament and another to cheer, 
A right time to make love and another to abstain, 
A right time to embrace and another to part, 
A right time to search and another to count your losses, 
A right time to hold on and another to let go, 
A right time to rip out and another to mend, 
A right time to shut up and another to speak up, 
A right time to love and another to hate, 
A right time to make war and another to make peace. 

Philip Davies 

From the Parish Registers 
We extend our thoughts and prayers to all those who are bereaved remembering 

particularly the family and friends of: 

Bulwick: Martin “Roger” Glithero Leonard “Peter” Eastland 

King’s Cliffe: Dulcie Charlotte Susan Broughton Robert Ferguson 

Laxton: Angela Mary Bainbridge         Eric Snowdon        Raymond Winter 
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The Benefice of 
King’s Cliffe, Bulwick & Blatherwycke and Laxton 

Incumbent Revd Canon Philip Davies 470314 

Curate Revd Keir Dow 753283 

Reader David Teall 450407 

Co-ordinator (General Enquiries) Katy Evans office@kingscliffe.church 

Clerk (Baptisms & Weddings) Sophy Jubb clerk@kingscliffe.church 

Churchwardens 

King’s Cliffe Felicity Thistlethwaite 470275 

 Andrea Fern 07970 151926 

Bulwick & Blatherwycke Alma O’Neill 450300 

Laxton Michael Harrison 450362 

 Rupert Boyle 450260 

Church Services 
Church Services: Sunday Services in the churches in our Benefice are currently 

suspended.  However, arrangements are in place for our churches to be open 

for private prayer.  Details for this can be found on the church noticeboards. 

Online Services:  A weekly online service is made available on our website 

every Sunday morning.  The services, led by Revd Canon Philip Davies, include 

contributions from other members of the Ministry Team, members of our 

congregations and members of the King’s Cliffe Church Choir, recorded 

individually in their own homes.  There is also a live Zoom service of Sunday 

Evening Prayer at 6pm each week for which joining details are published in 

the weekly Pastoral Letter.  Please email office@kingscliffe.church if you 

would like to be added to the list of those who receive this. 

Morning Prayer:  Morning Prayer is said each day in the Benefice.  Special 

prayer requests can be included.  You can download Morning Prayer and a 

short version of Night Prayer which you may like to use on a regular basis. 

Prayer Requests:  If you have a prayer request for yourself or someone you 

know, please fill in our Request Form.  All are welcome to use this service. 

Funerals:  Funerals can take place, at which Government guidance restricts 

attendance to up to 30 people.  Should a family wish, a Memorial Service can 

later be arranged for a date that will be beyond the current crisis. 

https://kingscliffe.church/online-services/
https://kingscliffebenefice.files.wordpress.com/2020/06/morningprayer.pdf
https://kingscliffebenefice.files.wordpress.com/2020/03/benefice-night-prayer-service-cv19-1.pdf
https://forms.gle/mgMMfBQbhgmczWGk8
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Food Basket 

There is a Food Basket at the back of the church in King’s Cliffe 

which is open on Thursdays and Sundays. 

Donations of any non-perishable food can be added to the basket. 

If you are in need of any extra food please help yourself. 

Please wear a face-covering and observe social distancing guidelines  

when entering and leaving and whilst inside the church. 

We can also issue Food Bank vouchers for Stamford Food Bank.  

Please contact either the Church Office by email: 

office@kingscliffe.church 

or ring Philip Davies 01780 470314. 

Citizens Advice have a Stamford Food Bank Helpline: 01476 249069. 

Further information on Food Banks can be found at Trussell Trust. 

Oundle Food Bank can deliver: contact number 07907 216144. 

Readings and Prayers for the Sundays in March 

7 March NT 1 Corinthians 1 v18–25 
Third Sunday of Lent Gospel John 2 v13–22 
We pray for all the residents of Blatherwycke. 

14 March NT Colossians 3 v12–17 
Mothering Sunday Gospel John 19 v25b–27 
We pray for all those who live in Daleswood Rise, Elm Close, Fineshade Close, 
Forest Approach and Hall Yard, King’s Cliffe. 

21 March NT Hebrews 5 v5–10 
Passion Sunday Gospel John 12 v20–33 
We pray for all the residents of Bulwick. 

28 March NT Philippians 2 v5–11 
Palm Sunday Gospel John 12 v12–16 
We pray for all those who live in Hazel Lane, Howard’s Meadow, King’s Forest, 
Law’s Lane and Mazewood Gate, King’s Cliffe. 

https://www.trusselltrust.org/coronavirus-food-banks/
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King’s Cliffe Parish Council 

District Councillor Roger Glithero:  It is with great sadness that we learnt of the 

passing of Roger on the 26th January 2021.  Roger was our District Councillor and 

had been a great supporter of our Village, particularly the King’s Cliffe Active 

project.  He was an active member of the Planning Committee and he worked 

closely with the Parish in managing the development of our village. 

Roger’s record of public service is very rare: he had been a District Councillor 

since 1968, he is believed to be the last Councillor to have served on the old Rural 

District Council before the Government reorganisation in 1974 and he became our 

District Councillor some 20 years ago, when his Ward, centred on Bulwick, was 

merged with ours. 

Elections May 2021:  We understand that it is highly likely that the Parish Council 

elections and those to the new Unitary Authority will take place on the 6th May 

2021.  We will provide more details as soon as we have them, but it is expected 

that the deadline for the submission of nomination forms will be in early April.  

The details of how these will need completing are expected to be announced 

shortly.  If you are interested in finding out more about the role of a Parish 

Councillor and the process that needs to be followed to become a candidate, 

please contact the Clerk. 

Doctors’ Surgery Closure and Facebook Community Page Poll:  Following the 

recent Consultation by the Doctors on the future delivery of healthcare in the 

village, the Doctors have announced that they intend to close the Surgery in West 

Street this Summer, June being the earliest proposed date.  The primary Doctors’ 

services will then only be provided from Wansford but we have been assured that 

home visits will still be conducted if determined to be clinically necessary.  While 

the Doctors are in discussion with King’s Cliffe Active about the provision of such 

things as exercise/mobility classes and a possible video link to Wansford, this is 

not going to be a replacement for the existing Surgery. 

The Parish Council is in the process of undertaking a Poll of the Village, using the 

Community Facebook page to establish the views of the residents about the 

proposed closure and the expected impact on the accessibility to health care.  We 

understand that the Poll will not be canvassing everyone’s views but it will 

provide us with valuable feedback.  By the time you read this, the Parish Council 

will have held a further special meeting to discuss the outcome of the Poll and to 

decide whether further consultation is required or if we are in a position to 

respond to both the Doctors and the CCG.                                      continued overleaf 
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Roads:  The Parish Council are concerned about the state of the roads and in 

particular the stretch of Park Street from the Station Road junction to just past 

the railway bridge.  We are urging the County Council to arrange for this to be 

resurfaced. We would thank Augean for providing their road sweeper to remove 

the debris from the road. 

King’s Cliffe Community Emergency & Flood Plan:  Northants County Council 

Emergency Planning Office are currently looking over the draft plan and will then 

advise on the next step in the process of adopting it. 

Cemetery:  You may see that there is a skip at the cemetery.  This is to enable us 

to undertake some work over the next few weeks tidying up some of the old 

graves that have collapsed.                                                  Tracey Green (Parish Clerk) 

01780 470799    clerk@kingscliffeparishcouncil.co.uk    www.kingscliffeparishcouncil.co.uk 

King’s Cliffe Gardeners’ Association 

March is a busy month in the garden!  It’s time to plant shallots, onion sets and 

early potatoes.  You can still plant soft fruit such as raspberry, gooseberry and 

strawberry.  Prune bush and climbing roses.  Stems should be cut back to an 

outward facing bud by about a half on bush varieties.  They benefit from being 

fed, along with clematis.  Now too is the time to mulch borders to keep weeds at 

bay, and help keep the moisture in. 

Hardy annuals can be sown in pots or modules to provide colour in the summer.  

If you’re a bit late for sowing seed indoors or in the greenhouse, you could order 

plug plants and grow them on, or wait to buy from the Village Plant Sale in May.  

Keep a check on watering seedlings and look out for pests such as vine weevil 

larvae, red spider mite, whitefly, thrips and of course slugs. 

Mow the lawn on dry days if needed, keeping blades high to protect young shoots 

from frost.  Turf can still be laid, provided the soil is not too wet or frozen.  Work 

from planks, to avoid compacting the soil.  Try to avoid walking on newly laid turf, 

and leave it undisturbed for several weeks to allow the new roots to establish – a 

hard call for families and dogs!  If you plan to grow from seed, prepare the ground 

now with attention to cultivating, levelling and then firming the soil.  Doing this 

now allows the soil to settle prior to sowing later in the month, or in April.  

Watch out for the May date for the Plant Sale!  There will be vegetables, 

perennials and annuals for sale with all proceeds to the Church.      Lindsay Kubicki 
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Transition King’s Cliffe  for environment and community 

Bike Fix and Community Orchard:  With the lockdown 

restrictions still in place, it won’t be possible to open up 

the bike fix service, or organise work parties on the 

Pytchell for the time being.  As soon as we can restart in a 

safe and compliant way we will be on the case! 

Wildplaces:  Proper work parties are still not possible of 

course, but one or two volunteers have been continuing 

the good works during the last month.  In particular, there has been activity on 

laying the road scrapings on the new path section by Meadow Bridge. 

We are now well over half way on this job and, 

although the wet weather has held us up, we 

hope to complete the job over the next few 

weeks.  This will make the connection from 

the railway cutting by the bridge up into the 

village field much easier to navigate and ready 

for the spring show on the wildflower meadow 

at the top! 

We have also introduced a ‘rock pick’ project at Second Drift, to accumulate 

material to start surfacing the muddy slope at that end of the railway path.  If you 

are walking that way, perhaps you could add a rock to the bag, but please don’t 

walk on the field itself as crops have recently been sown. 

Lastly, as we approach spring, our adders will be starting to wake from their 

winter slumbers!  We carry out surveys each year to assess numbers and to 

understand what areas they are using, 

so keep an eye out on a sunny day.  If 

you see one please don’t approach them 

as they are particularly vulnerable to 

disturbance in the early part of the year.  

Also don’t publicise their location, but do 

let us know through the email contact 

below where and when you see one.  

Photos are great as well! 

Contact:  To get involved or for more information, please get in touch: 

info@transitionkingscliffe.org.uk  www.transitionkingscliffe.org.uk 

 Transition Kings Cliffe                                                                             Charles Tomalin 

http://www.transitionkingscliffe.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/groups/Transitionkingscliffe/
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The Way We Were 
I have been reading through more newspaper reports from King’s Cliffe, this time 

from the 1860s.  I was struck by the number of illnesses, accidents and other risks 

to life which people lived with then.  One illness reported as being prevalent in 

1864 was ‘gastric fever’, or typhoid fever, which the Stamford Mercury blamed on 

the ‘choked and filthy state of the dam connected with Mr Branston’s mill’ which 

gave rise to a ‘sickening stench from decayed and exposed matter fermented by 

the hot weather’.  The idea that such a stench could itself be the cause of gastric 

illnesses was mistaken, but this had been realised only a few years earlier.  The 

‘Great Stink’ in London in 1858 led to the 25-year project by Joseph Bazalgette, 

begun in 1859, to build a new sewer system in the capital.  It was not until 1949 

that the Rural District Council undertook similar work in King’s Cliffe. 

Fire was a constant threat to life and property, especially so because of the 

number of thatched roofs in the village.  One such fire was reported in the 

Stamford Mercury of 21st October 1864.  Two cottages in Park Street belonging to 

Mr W Adams and occupied by tenants Thomas Monck and William Stapleton, 

were consumed by the fire and the neighbouring properties were damaged, 

including that of Charles Stokes, wheelwright & cart-maker (now no.42), and 

Thomas Todd.  A brisk wind carried the fire to thatched roofs on the opposite side 

of the street, but thankfully the fire did not take hold.  Thomas Monck and 

William Stapleton, described as ‘poor and industrious men’, lost nearly all their 

possessions and they and their families became homeless, without the protection 

of home insurance.  The newspaper report ended with the hope and belief that 

the families would be helped by donations from within the village. 

Even clothing could give rise to accidents.  In December 1864 the Stamford 

Mercury carried this report: 

KING’S CLIFFE. – Another Accident from Crinoline. – A little girl, named Julia 

Saunt, met with a sad accident on Wednesday last.  She had been to take her 

father’s dinner – he was employed in cutting chaff with a horse-machine for Mr. 

Chas. Dainty – when the hoops in her dress caught the machinery, breaking her 

thigh and otherwise seriously injuring her. 

Such voluminous skirts were draped over a frame, usually made of metal spring 

hoops.  How surprising that young Julia Saunt should be wearing such a skirt 

whilst taking lunch to her father in the fields.  There is no further news of her after 

her accident and we can only hope that she made a good recovery.   

Sue Trow-Smith for King’s Cliffe Heritage 
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News from Bulwick 

Roger Glithero:  Bulwick lost a ‘stalwart parishioner’ on 24th January 2021.  Roger 

had served as Parish Councillor, East Northants District Councillor, and many 

other roles.  His funeral was held in St Nicholas churchyard on 11th February and 

attended by his family.  The service was conducted by Canon Revd Philip Davies. 

Annual Horticultural Show:  It is a bit too soon to make a final decision on 

whether this year’s Annual Horticultural Show will be able to go ahead.  Having 

spoken with some of our judges and competitors the thinking is that for now we 

wait before making any firm decisions for the Show to go ahead in August.  It may 

well be that is could be staged later in the year, but that would alter some of the 

specific classes.  However, until we have a ‘roadmap’ out of the lockdown, with 

the virus being managed in such a way that it is possible to plan safely for any 

gathering, we can do no more than wait until April before considering the options.  

There was little enthusiasm for an ‘on-line’ Show, so it is a case of waiting for a 

little while longer before making any plans.  There is a contingency plan if the full 

schedule Show is not going to take place, and this will be considered when we 

know what can place.  There will be an update in next month’s issue. 

Dress A Girl Project:  Until it is deemed safe to gather inside our monthly 

meetings cannot go ahead.  Do your best and carry on making the dresses and 

knitted garments, plus the many other needed items.  I am hoping to hear soon 

that the shipments to the areas of need will get the go-ahead which, in turn, will 

allow me to gather up the items ready for dispatch.  Hold onto the thought that 

we will get back together again, albeit in a different way. 

Churchyards:  The snowdrops, primroses and violets are now showing a lovely 

Springtime display even though the ground is still very wet in the St Nicholas 

churchyard.  The birds are starting to look for good nesting sites and the squirrels 

are scampering about, no doubt searching for the walnuts they buried from our 

walnut tree.  So, despite the gloom of Covid-19, signs of new life are there to see 

and no doubt the grass will soon need some attention.  If parishioners could 

please remove any withered wreaths/floral tributes from the graves, this would 

help us very much in trying to keep the churchyards in good order.  Hopefully in 

April, if restrictions allow, a churchyard tidy-up can be arranged. 

Alma O’Neill, Churchwarden (450300) 
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All change at Wansford Surgery 
After 33 years at Wansford, Dr Amrit Takhar retired on 31st January 2021.  His 

years have seen huge changes to the Practice and to Primary Care itself.  He 

arrived in November 1987 when Wansford Surgery was a Branch surgery of the 

main surgery in King’s Cliffe. The surgery was a tiny 3 or 4 rooms in a converted 

garage on Peterborough Road.  Amrit was a driving force in securing Old Hill Farm 

and its conversion to a state of the art GP Practice.  The new surgery was opened 

by John Major in 1991 and Drs Holland, Tuck and Takhar moved in.  This was the 

start of the current Family Practice at Wansford with 4,000 patients and 120 

square miles of rural territory.  The core beliefs of personal high quality care were 

born.  Amrit , like his partner John Holland before him, became a GP Trainer and 

Wansford grew as a Training Practice, training many new generations of GPs.  In 

1994 Dr Holland retired and Dr Nally took over his role.  We expanded into the 

farm a little further and moved farm machinery out of the old barn to create a 

wonderful additional space which would become Wansford Research Centre and 

a Dental Practice: Wansford Smile Studio.  Conversion of the piggery meant space 

for a Pharmacy; another exciting development. 

Amrit has been an inspirational leader of the Practice.  He is a blue sky thinker: a 

strategist.  He has driven change and kept the Practice at the forefront of 

developments in Primary Care for more than 3 decades.  He is a gentle leader; 

always keen to ensure fairness and provide the best environment for staff and 

patients alike to thrive. 

He leaves the Practice as an expanded , visionary team comprising Paramedics, 

Nurses who now manage much of the chronic disease, Clinical prescribing 

pharmacists, specialist nurses and a thriving Research Unit ( which is currently 

participating in the exciting Novovax Covid Vaccine Trial) as well as five Doctors 

and a Research Team. 

He leaves a legacy which we will do our best to continue to develop and grow. 

I am delighted to announce that Helen Eastwood is going to join me in the next 

stage of the Adventure as we prepare to futureproof and maintain the highest 

standards of Primary Care at Wansford and King’s Cliffe and the surrounding 

community. 

We are delighted that Amrit will stay working with us closely as a Research GP 

which is his passion.  We hope also that he will also enjoy easing himself gently 

into all that a well deserved retirement has to offer.  We wish him all the very best 

and will endeavour to continue his great work.                               Dr Rhiannon Nally 
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Covid 19 Vaccination Programme Update 
The Covid Vaccination programme is now well underway and we have now 

completed groups 1 – 4 (all of these patients have been offered the jab). 

Cohort 5 (65-69) have been invited via letter from NHS England.  These letters will 

direct the patients to the mass vaccination sites at City Care Centre or East of 

England showground.  The surgery do not have access to CCC or East of England 

showground bookings. 

Cohort 6 (16-64 with underlying health conditions) have been invited by text to 

book at Stanground. 

Cohort 7 (over 60 up to 64) are also being invited, sending texts to the oldest first. 

If you fall into category 5, 6 or 7 and have not received a letter or text invite, 

please contact Wansford Surgery reception to arrange an appointment. 

Further groups will follow in the coming months – Cohort 8(55-59) and finally 

Cohort 9 (50-55) 

If able to, we are asking all patients that are fit and well to park at the Power 

League car park and walk to Stanground surgery as parking on site is limited. 

Second Vaccinations:  These will start from 19.3.21 (for those who were given the 

first jab 29/30/31 December).  Patients will be invited nearer the time. 

Kirstie Lawes  (Wansford & King’s Cliffe Surgery Practice Manager) 
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Nature Notes for February and March 
Garden wildlife activity continues to centre on the bird feeders with a Blackcap 

being the most unusual visitor.  The liquid song of this bird is a regular feature of 

the railway line walk during Spring and early Summer.  However, these birds 

depart for Southern Spain and North Africa in September to be replaced by a 

fresh population from Southern Germany.  This phenomenon has developed over 

several decades from an initial few visitors to become several thousand each 

Winter. 

There are a number of factors that have influenced this, including  the planting of 

more berry-bearing trees in the UK since the war and the increasing number of 

well-stocked bird feeders across the country.  Traditionally, these German birds 

would have migrated to Spain and Africa.  At the end of Winter they return to 

their breeding grounds where they arrive before returnees from Africa.  In this 

way they have first choice of the best breeding sites and food sources making 

them more successful.  Since migratory behaviour is imprinted in their offspring 

more birds return to the UK in the following Winter.  Hence the steady increase in 

numbers of wintering birds in our locality. 

The brief spell of snow permitted the Hellebores to exhibit their beauty.  Often 

known as the Christmas Rose, these flowers really do look their most attractive 

when shining out from a covering of snow.  (See picture on Front Cover)  The 

plants continue to flower although the petals turn dull cream in colour. 

Blackcap in front of female House Sparrow 
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Tall trees beside the river often provide perches for Cormorants.  These large, 

seemingly black fish eaters are really much more colourful than at first appears, as 

the photograph shows.  They dive for long periods in search of fish before retiring 

to a perch to digest their meal. You may see them spread their wings to dry and 

catch some warmth from the sun. 

Now, lengthening days allow 

garden birds to proclaim the 

coming Spring.  Male Blackbirds 

challenge for territory, facing up to 

one another aggressively.  From its 

tree top perch along the railway 

line a Song Thrush demonstrates its 

extensive range of notes and the 

ever present Robin calls its cheerful 

song from seemingly everywhere.  

At last, the prospect of better days 

to come. 

Fledgling 
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OUR CONTINUING SERVICES DURING THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC 

Although we are not providing our usual face to face advice service until further 

notice, we are still providing our specialist advice services by telephone or email.  

Our advisors are working remotely and set up to effectively deal with ongoing 

referrals from agencies and members of the public calling us for advice.  Our advice 

and assistance is Free, Independent & Confidential (aside from our Not for Profit 

Immigration Service). 

Debt and Welfare Benefits: 
The East Northants Project is funded by East Northamptonshire Council providing a 

full range of Debt/Budgeting advice and assistance.  Also, Welfare Benefits advice 

and assistance with advice on entitlements/Benefit income maximisation, energy 

saving, disputes and appeals, to all residents within East Northants Council area. 

Our Rushden office Advice Shop (32 High St, Rushden NN10 0PH), is currently not 

open for initial telephone enquiries to access advice and assistance. 

However, all services continue remotely Monday to Friday and we can be accessed 

for help and assistance by contacting 01604 621038 Monday-Thursday 10.00am-

2pm and Fridays 10am-1pm, or via www.communitylawservice.org.uk 

We shall continue to keep you advised of future changes. 

You may also access advice/assistance with the following using the above contacts. 

Housing:  We can provide advice in respect of repossession and eviction for people 

eligible for Legal Aid. 

Children’s Benefit Take-Up Project:  Funded by Children in Need for children and 

young people who are ill or who have a disability.  

Energy  Advice:  Help to better afford energy bills including benefit advice and 

income maximisation, utility debt advice, energy tariff checks, access to grants. 

Self-funded Immigration Service:  Specialist advice and help with claims & appeals 

(not for profit, fee paying service). 

Please keep safe, strong & well everyone. 

Registered Charity 1128718. 

http://www.communitylawservice.org.uk


Advertisements 

17 

Kings Cliffe Ex-Servicemen’s  
& Social Club – March 2021 

 

Hope is on the horizon: the days are 
getting longer, the jabs are getting 

done and talk is that it won’t be too 
much longer before we are allowed to 

open our doors and welcome you 
back.   Hurrah! 

 

When we are allowed to open we will 
reinstate the raffle and set a date for the Bingo 

afternoon in aid of the British Legion. 
 

Please watch out for updates on local social 
media and via our website page. 

 

Remember – keep safe and 
stay well! 

 

WE NEED YOU BACK! 
 

Government guide lines will be strictly followed to ensure the 
safety of our members and staff at all times once we are 

allowed to open. 
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KING’S CLIFFE 
BAKERY 

68 WEST STREET 
KING’S CLIFFE 

Tel: 01780 470205 

DOOR TO DOOR DELIVERIES 

SHOP HOURS 
7AM TO 12 NOON 

MONDAY TO SATURDAY 

WHOLESALE AVAILABLE 

PHONE FOR PRICE LIST 

Village Pizzas 
Open Tue – Sat for 

Collection  4.30pm – 10pm 

or Delivery  6pm till 10pm 

01780 
784587 

View our Menu at 
www.villagepizzas.co.uk 

http://www.villagepizzas.co.uk
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Bespoke picture 
framing 

Oils, watercolour, textiles, etc. 
Large or small. 

Contact: 

FELICITY THISTLETHWAITE 
m: 07943 127979 

t: 01780 470275 

e: fthistlethwaite@ 
    rocketmail.com 
    www.efflejay.co.uk 
Member of the Fine Art Trade Guild  

Aromatherapy Products made in King’s Cliffe 

Discount code  

GAZ1220  

10% off all products 

 

 Skin Care 

 Essential Oils and Blends 

 Aromatic Hand Sanitiser 

 Posh Shower Gels 

 Massage Oils 

 Burners, Candles, Reed Diffusers 

 Lots of lovely present ideas 
 

PURE AROMATHERAPY .co.uk 
Buy online or contact Kate: 07961499018 or 

shop@purearomatherapy.co.uk. Can post or     

deliver to your doorstep if you’re local. 

MASSAGE THERAPY : REFLEXOLOGY : HOLISTICLIVING.co.uk 

http://www.efflejay.co.uk
https://www.purearomatherapy.co.uk/
https://www.purearomatherapy.co.uk/shop/fair-trade-elephant-cutwork-burner/
https://www.purearomatherapy.co.uk/
https://www.holisticliving.co.uk/
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Are your carpets and upholstery in need of a freshen up? 
Look no further! 

Fully trained and insured to clean carpets and upholstery 
for both domestic and commercial clients. 

Colin Smith is local to the area and can give you a 
competitive quote today. 

Don’t hesitate, give him a ring on  
01780 471015 or 07919857311  

Email:  mysmartcarpet@yahoo.co.uk 

Martin James 

The Village Sweep 

Your local chimney sweeping service. 

Stove repairs: rope seals, firebricks etc. 

Certificates issued.    Fully insured. 

07749 438567 

01780 470275 

mhj1@btinternet.com 
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R E Newton Ltd (Nassington) 
SPECIALIST CARPENTRY JOINERY & BUILDING WORK 

The Complete Refurbishment Specialist 

 Internal alterations to Extensions 

 Listed & Period Building Specialist 

 Hand Made Kitchens to your design and colour 

 Built in Wardrobes to cupboards/bookcases 

 Purpose made joinery – windows and doors 

Est. Since 1989 

www.renewton.com      Email: Edward@renewton.wanadoo.co.uk 

Tel:   Daytime 07831 256087   Evening 01780 782704 

FOR ALL YOUR CARPENTRY AND BUILDING NEEDS 

 

Crown Property Services 

Jonathon Hibbins 

Tel: 01780 783082 

Mobile: 07766 168659 

• Electrical & Plumbing 

• Renovations 

• Extensions 

• Kitchens & Bathrooms 

• Windows and Doors 

• Groundworks 

• Landscaping 

• Internal Refurbishment 

Old Sulehay Cottages, Yarwell, Peterborough, PE8 6PA. 

jonathon@hibbins.me 

http://www.renewton.com
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K.C. PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
KING’S CLIFFE 

• Extensions, Renovations, 
Conversions etc. 

• Repointing, Patios, Paving. 

• Stonework, Brickwork, 
Garden Walls. 

• Groundworks & Footings. 

• Digger Hire & Driver. 

• Plastering. 

• Interior & Exterior Decorating. 

FOR FREE QUOTATIONS PLEASE CALL 

KEVIN CUNNINGTON 
07946 139754 

MATT CZEREMSZNSKY 
07984 956947 

 

Ranger 
Gas 
 

Servicing/Breakdown 

Installation of all Gas 
Appliances 

Oil/Gas/LPG 

Heat pumps/Solar 

Tel:  07824 443062 
Email: 
Jamieheating@gmail.com 
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THE IRONING MAIDEN 

Too much Ironing to handle? 

Let the Ironing Maiden 
take care of it for you. 

Collection & Delivery 

Same Day Delivery 

16 years’ experience 

Open Monday to Friday 

Tel: 07432 242691 

Email: 
no1ironmaiden@gmail.com 

E.M.DORMAN 
FUNERAL DIRECTOR Dip.F.D. 

A family concern 
giving a 24 hour 

personal service to all areas 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 

Golden Charter 
Pre-Paid Plans Available 

Tel: Uppingham 
01572 823976 

CROWSONS 
D.W. Gunn DipFD 

A FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS 
SERVING THE COMMUNITY 

FOR OVER ONE HUNDRED YEARS 
 
 

 
 
 
 

BARNWELL, OUNDLE, PETERBOROUGH, PE8 5PS 

01832 
272269 

01832 
272269 

• Caring personal attention 
• Chapels of rest 
• 24 hour service to all areas 
• Flowers and catering available 
• Memorials 
• Advice on Golden Charter pre-payment Schemes 



Advertisements 

25 

Sports facilities available for hire by individuals or clubs including 

• Floodlit Netball and Tennis Courts (from £5 per hour) 
• Community room perfect for parties or meetings (£10 per hour) 
• Full size grass pitches (from £40 per match) 
• Floodlit MUGA 3G multi-use games area (from £25 per hour) 

To hire please contact Margaret on 0333 0062129, message us on 
Facebook or email enquiries@kcactive.co.uk 

Beautiful curtains, blinds and soft furnishings 
designed and created to compliment your home. 

 
 

For a free 
home consultation 

and quote call 
07957 686595  

www.georginascurtainsandkeepsakes.com 

https://www.georginascurtainsandkeepsakes.com/
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Eyebrook Wild 
Bird Feeds 

Quality garden birdseed at 
farm-gate prices, mixed on our 
nature-friendly farm near the 

Eyebrook Reservoir. 

Open Monday—Saturday 9am–3pm 
Sunday: 9am–12 noon 

Rectory Farm, Great Easton, LE16 8SN 

01536 770771 

www.eyebrookwildbirdfeeds.co.uk 

Yoga For You 
For Core Strength 
and Calm 

Mon: 9.30 Yoga, Laxton Village Hall, NN17 3AT. 

7.30pm Yoga, King’s Cliffe Memorial Hall. 

Tue: 5.45 & 7pm Yoga, Wansford Christie Hall. 

Wed: YOGACALM, a gentle class. 

7pm King’s Cliffe Memorial Hall, PE8 6XD. 

Thur: 10am Yoga, Wansford Christie Hall, PE8 6JS. 

4.30 Gentle/Chair Yoga and 6.30 Yoga at 

Easton-on-the-Hill Village Hall, PE9 3NN. 

£5 Welcome session, passes and Drop In 

options.  Beginners, Yoga Therapy, 1-1 

and small groups. 

Penny Taylor – Full Dip & Advanced Tutor 

pennyyoga@yahoo.co.uk  07960267986 

http://www.eyebrookwildbirdfeeds.co.uk
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Simba’s Den Day Nursery 
Main Street, Bulwick, NN17 3DY 

Outstanding homely childcare in an idyllic countryside location 

Open all year Monday to Friday 8am–6pm 

Fully funded 2 and 3 year old places available. 

Pre-school led by an early year’s professional. 

Close links to all schools. 

Weekly Ballet lessons from 2 years. 

Weekly forest school sessions at Fineshade wood. 

Lovely large outside area. 

Telephone: 01780 450937 

Email/Web: info@simbasden.co.uk   www.simbasden.co.uk 

 Early years education for children aged 2 – 4 

Growing a Love for Learning 
King’s Cliffe Endowed Pre-school offers the highest 

standards of care and play opportunities for children 

aged 2 to 4 years. 

Our ethos is to nurture and establish our children’s love 

for learning and exploration by providing the best 

possible experiences and opportunities. 

We now have an amazing Early Years Outdoor Area. 

Fully funded places available. 

For more information please contact the School Office 

on 01780 470259 or email katy.evans@kceps.co.uk 

We offer sessions that  

run from 9.00am until 3.00pm. 

 
Please visit our website at www.kingscliffeschool.co.uk for 

more information about our wonderful Pre-School  

King’s Cliffe Endowed 
Pre-School, 

Kings Forest, King’s Cliffe, 
PE8 6XS. 

http://www.simbasden.co.uk
http://www.kingscliffeschool.co.uk


Gazette Contacts 

During the Coronavirus Restrictions, contact can only be made by email. 

Editor (Articles, News and Events): David Teall,  gazette@kingscliffe.church 

Commercial Advertising: Andrea Fern,  andrea.fern@avus-consulting.co.uk 

The Closing Date for copy for online editions is the 20th of the previous month. 

The Gazette is published by All Saints and St James Church, King’s Cliffe 

as a service to the community.  It is written, edited and distributed by 

volunteers from all three parishes.  An electronic version is available here: 

www.kingscliffe.church/gazette 


