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Coronavirus Pandemic 
For the benefit of future historians, the following is a brief synopsis of the changes 

to the Coronavirus Pandemic Restrictions and Regulations and significant events 

in its spread and control during December 2020 and January 2021. 

2nd December:  Northamptonshire began the month in Tier 2 – High Alert. 

8th December:  The first doses of the Pfizer vaccine were given in hospitals. 

25th December:  Limited mixing of households was allowed on Christmas Day, 

reduced from the previously-announced 5 days.  The reduction was brought 

about by a steep increase in infection rates and hospitalisations, thought to be 

caused in part by the rapid spread of a new, more infectious variant of the virus. 

26th December:  Northamptonshire was moved into Tier 3 – Very High Alert. 

31st December:  Northamptonshire was moved into Tier 4—Stay at Home. 

4th January: The first doses of the AstraZeneca vaccine were given in hospitals.  

The Alert Level for the UK was increased to the maximum of 5 – Risk of healthcare 

services being overwhelmed.  The Prime Minister announced a new Lockdown. 

5th January:  England was placed under National Lockdown for the third time. 

Under the Lockdown Rules, people in England must stay at home and only go out 

if they have a ‘reasonable excuse’ which includes: 

• Shopping for essentials such as food and medicine. 

• Meeting your support or childcare bubble. 

• Children moving between separated parents. 

• Working where it is ‘unreasonable’ to work from home. 

• Education, training, childcare, medical appointments and emergencies. 

• Religious worship if the place of worship is open. 

• Moving house. 

• Exercise.  You can exercise with one other person from another household in 

an open public space. You should stay two metres apart from each other. 

If you do leave home for one of these reasons, you should stay local - unless it is 

necessary to go further, for example to go to work. 

Travel - internationally or around the UK - is only allowed if it is essential. 

If you are clinically extremely vulnerable you should only go out for medical 

appointments, exercise or if it is essential.  You should not attend work. 

David Teall (gazette@kingscliffe.church) 
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The Benefice of 
King’s Cliffe, Bulwick & Blatherwycke and Laxton 

Incumbent Revd Canon Philip Davies 470314 

Curate Revd Keir Dow 753283 

Reader David Teall 450407 

Co-ordinator (General Enquiries) Katy Evans office@kingscliffe.church 

Clerk (Baptisms & Weddings) Sophy Jubb clerk@kingscliffe.church 

Churchwardens 

King’s Cliffe Felicity Thistlethwaite 470275 

 Andrea Fern 07970 151926 

Bulwick & Blatherwycke Alma O’Neill 450300 

Laxton Michael Harrison 450362 

 Rupert Boyle 450260 

Church Services 
Church Services: Sunday Services in the churches in our Benefice are currently 

suspended.  However, arrangements are in place for our churches to be open 

for private prayer.  Details for this can be found on the church noticeboards. 

Online Services:  A weekly online service is made available on our website 

every Sunday morning.  The services, led by Revd Canon Philip Davies, include 

contributions from other members of the Ministry Team, members of our 

congregations and members of the King’s Cliffe Church Choir, recorded 

individually in their own homes.  There is also a live Zoom service for Sunday 

Evening Prayer at 6pm each week for which joining details are published in 

the weekly Pastoral Letter.  Please email office@kingscliffe.church if you 

would like to be added to the list of those who receive this. 

Morning Prayer:  Morning Prayer is said each day in the Benefice.  Special 

prayer requests can be included.  You can download Morning Prayer and a 

short version of Night Prayer which you may like to use on a regular basis. 

Prayer Requests:  If you have a prayer request for yourself or someone you 

know, please fill in our Request Form.  All are welcome to use this service. 

Funerals:  Funerals can take place, at which Government guidance restricts 

attendance to up to 30 people.  Should a family wish, a Memorial Service can 

later be arranged for a date that will be beyond the current crisis. 

https://kingscliffe.church/online-services/
https://kingscliffebenefice.files.wordpress.com/2020/06/morningprayer.pdf
https://kingscliffebenefice.files.wordpress.com/2020/03/benefice-night-prayer-service-cv19-1.pdf
https://forms.gle/mgMMfBQbhgmczWGk8
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From the Parish Priest 

Candles at Candlemas 

The 40 days of Christmas end with the celebration of Candlemas which 

marks the day when we read in Luke’s Gospel of the presenting of the 

baby Jesus at the Temple.  He is brought to the Temple by Mary and 

Joseph and blessed by Simeon the priest with Anna.  Jesus’ parents 

following the Jewish practices and the tradition in which he will be 

brought up. 

In Luke’s Gospel the Temple is an important background to the birth 

narratives and understanding it’s rituals will continue to be of great 

importance to the way he and the other gospel writers help us to 

understand the meaning and significance of Jesus’ life.  He talks of Jesus’ 

body as being a temple through which people can know more of and 

experience the way God reaches out in love.  Jesus calls his friends and 

followers his body that in their lives lived out for others, God’s love is 

made real. 

At the present time, inside the churches of our Benefice, worship is 

suspended, so our services are recorded online or live on Zoom.  Our 

Candlemas service will be available from Sunday 31st January and, within 

it, candles will be presented for use in the coming year.  Candles for 

personal prayer and reflection, candles for church services and candles for 

different times of the year, including the Easter Candle.  This candle lit on 

Easter Day and throughout Easter, the candle also lit at baptisms, 

reminding us to shine as lights of God’s love in all we do. 

Philip Davies 

From the Parish Registers 
We welcome into the family of the Church: 

Alexander Michael Vincent Wrynn 

Iris Rose Stother 

Ellen Rose Cole 
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Food Basket 

There is a Food Basket at the back of the church in King’s Cliffe 

which is open on Thursdays and Sundays. 

Donations of any non-perishable food can be added to the basket. 

If you are in need of any extra food please help yourself. 

Please wear a face-covering and observe social distancing guidelines  

when entering and leaving and whilst inside the church. 

We can also issue Food Bank vouchers for Stamford Food Bank.  

Please contact either the Church Office by email: 

office@kingscliffe.church 

or ring Philip Davies 01780 470314. 

Citizens Advice have a Stamford Food Bank Helpline: 01476 249069. 

Further information on Food Banks can be found at Trussell Trust. 

Oundle Food Bank can deliver: contact number 07907 216144. 

Readings and Prayers for the Sundays in February 

7 February NT Colossians 1 v15–20 
Second Sunday before Lent Gospel John 1 v1–14 
We pray for the many things that we so often take for granted:  the countryside, 
trees, fields, hedges, wildlife and changing seasons. 

14 February NT 2 Corinthians 4 v3–6 
Sunday next before Lent Gospel Mark 9 v2–9 
We pray for sport in the villages and for the many other clubs and recreational 
activities;  for those who organise them and those who take part. 

21 February NT 1 Peter 3 v18–22 
First Sunday of Lent Gospel Mark 1 v9–15 
We pray for our local school and playgroups; for the head teachers, teachers, and 
assistants who seek to encourage our young people to develop and learn. 

28 February NT Romans 4 v13–25 
Second Sunday of Lent Gospel Mark 8 v31–38 
We pray for all who live in Ash Close, Bridge Street, Blatherwycke Road, Church 
Walk and Dakin Close, King’s Cliffe. 

https://www.trusselltrust.org/coronavirus-food-banks/
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Church Social Committee 
King’s Cliffe Bakery Hamper:  King’s Cliffe Bakery kindly created a hamper of 

sumptuous food for their raffle in December 2020.  The Bakery raised £283 which 

they donated to the church. Thank you for your generosity. 

Christmas Tree Collection:  Kevin Howard and his helpers collected our used 

Christmas trees, in January.  The owners of the trees attached an envelope, 

containing £3, to the branches for the disposal of the trees.  A very big thank you 

to Kevin and his team for disposing the trees and donating the contributions of 

£469.50 to the church.                                                                                Mandy Barber 

Christmas Cards 
An especially big thank you to everyone who supported the Spirit of King’s Cliffe 

charity Christmas card sales during a lockdown Christmas season.  A total of £188 

(after printing costs) was shared among three charities with King’s Cliffe 

Underground Centre receiving £95, King’s Cliffe Parish Church £50; and the 

Cambridge-based Maggie’s Cancer Care charity £43. 

Smiling salesmen Sat and Sam at the village’s Londis store kindly became our sole 

point of sale after Transition King’s Cliffe’s generous website promotion.  We are 

very grateful and simply couldn’t have done it without this fantastic community 

response.                                                                                                          Carol Randall 

King’s Cliffe Parish Council 
Flooding:  Following the recent periods of heavy rainfall, which has resulted in 

flooding on the access roads to the village, the Parish Council have been in 

contact with our County Councillor with regards any actions that can be taken to 

alleviate this issue.  If anyone in the village is an engineer and has views / proposals 

that could be submitted to the Parish Council for submission to the County 

Council, that would help.  We are currently looking into fitting Water Level 

Markers under the Bridge on Park Street to aid motorists but we would 

emphasise that you need to exercise extreme caution when driving through the 

floods.  Some people were going too fast and others followed other vehicles 

simply because they got through not recognising that their own vehicle was not 

the same size etc. 

We have looked at the possibility of formally closing the road, but only the Police/

Highways can do this.  If they do take this action, it then must remain closed until 

they formally re-open it and we know that the duration of the floods, whilst a 

problem, is normally only for a short period. 
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East Northamptonshire Council offer a limited sandbag service direct to residents 

that are in imminent danger of flooding.  Residents would need to contact them 

direct individually on 01832 742000 or online here. 

Precept 2021/22:  The 2021/22 provisional tax base for King’s Cliffe is 610, which 

is still subject to final approval by Full Council on 25th January.  The most recent 

figure available for the number of electors in King’s Cliffe is 1179.  The Chairman 

produced a 12 months’ budget forecast for 2021/22 which has been circulated 

and discussed.  It was agreed that the Precept should be increased by £3,000 to 

£30,000 and this was carried after a vote by the Parish Councillors.  This will give 

the Parish Council some funds to spend on areas that we would not normally fund 

but, being practical, we are unable at this time to get funding from the County 

Council. 

King’s Cliffe Community Emergency & Flood Plan:  The King’s Cliffe Community 

Emergency & Flood Plan is expected to be launched by the end of January.  The 

Emergency Plan provides a framework for a community-led, self-help response 

during an emergency, and will mobilise local people to help the community by 

deploying local resources and expertise in a co-ordinated way.  In addition, the 

plan aims to increase resilience by enabling the community to support itself when 

normal emergency response by ‘blue light’ services or others is delayed or 

overwhelmed due to the scope or nature of the emergency. 

The Emergency Plan is only possible thanks to the overwhelming response to our 

request for volunteers.  We are currently working our way through the list to 

confirm skills, resources and contact details.  Once this task is complete, all 

volunteers will be entered into a Skills & Resource Register.  This will be followed 

by an Emergency Plan Team Briefing for all involved, before going live. 

We will provide another update next month with information on how to obtain a 

copy of the Emergency Plan, request more information or volunteer.  The more 

volunteers the better.  A huge thank you for your support in making this happen. 

Grit Bins:  Anyone can report an empty grit bin and the County Council will fill it as 

soon as possible.  Please be aware that some bins around the village are provided 

by the Parish Council to try and ensure that more areas are covered, than would 

be otherwise.  The salt in the Bins is there to be used in wintery conditions – we 

would encourage residents to use the salt provided.  

You will find overleaf a list of all current NCC maintained grit bins and those to be 

taken over by the by the Parish Council. 

 

https://www.east-northamptonshire.gov.uk/info/200217/crime_safety_and_emergencies/1872/emergency_planning/5
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1. 1444 -Hall Yard j/w Bridge Street – NCC Maintained 
2. 1445 -Fineshade Close j/w Daleswood Rise– NCC Maintained 
3. 1446-Wood Lane / Fineshade Close –  NCC Maintained 
4. 1448-Kings Forest opp school –  NCC Maintained 
5. 1450-Station Road / Park Street jct – NCC Maintained 
6. 1452-Wansford Road j/w Park Street – NCC Maintained 
7. 1906-Kings Forest j/w Wood Road – NCC Maintained 
 

1. 1447-West Street / Wood Road Jct –  KCPC Maintained 
2. 1451-Bridge Street opp 38 & bus stop - KCPC Maintained 
3. 1453-Wansford Road -  KCPC Maintained 
4. 1455-Wansford Road out to County Boundary - KCPC Maintained 
5. Sovereign Grange– KCPC Maintained 

Tracey Green (Parish Clerk) 

01780 470799    clerk@kingscliffeparishcouncil.co.uk    www.kingscliffeparishcouncil.co.uk 

King’s Cliffe Ecumenical Women’s Fellowship 
Before Christmas, members of the group received a Christmas themed afternoon 

tea.  Although it wasn’t quite the same as going out for a Christmas lunch, I know 

from your messages that you appreciated this gesture. 

Sadly, due to the current restrictions, the Women’s World Day of Prayer Service 

written by a group of Christian women from Vanuatu and due to be held on 

Friday, 5th March, has had to be cancelled.  Copies of the service booklet will be 

delivered to everyone who usually attends so that, on the day, they can ‘join in’ 

the service from the comfort of their own armchairs.  It is worth reading the 

additional information in the booklet to learn something about a different country 

and way of life.  When the situation improves and we are permitted to gather 

again, we can use some of the additional materials in one of our meetings.  

Meanwhile, do keep in contact with one another and ‘Stay Safe’.        Christine Ball 

King’s Cliffe Gardeners’ Association 
After all the rough weather we’ve had, it’s a good idea to check supports, stays 

and other protection for plants and shrubs to ensure they are still in place.  Take 

advantage of good days and get outside: there are lots of jobs to be done and 

preparations to be made for better times ahead! 

Cut back summer side shoots of your wisteria to 2 or 3 buds if not already done.  

Prune winter flowering shrubs once finished flowering.  Prune hardy evergreen 

hedges and renovate overgrown deciduous hedges.  Force rhubarb plants with an 

upturned bucket over the crown - new stems should be ready in 8 weeks.  Chit 

potato tubers.  Prepare flower and vegetable seed beds and start sowing under 
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cover or indoors, especially the early varieties.  Check garden machinery in case it 

needs servicing.  To save time later you can cover the soil with compost or 

manure and as the weather improves lightly fork it into the surface to prepare for 

planting.  Where you’re going to make early sowings you can help along 

germination by warming the soil by a few degrees: about two weeks before you 

want to sow cover the soil with fleece or polythene.  Now's the time to cut back 

completely - to the ground - your autumn fruiting raspberries and tie in the 

summer fruiting varieties.  There's still time to dig up and divide perennials, 

discard the centre pieces and replant the outer younger pieces.  By all means buy 

your vegetable seeds but don't forget the Village Plant Sale with its good quality 

plants with all proceeds going to our Village Church.                           Lindsay Kubicki 

Wansford & King’s Cliffe Surgery 

NOTICE FOR ALL PATIENTS 
 
Wansford Surgery is not currently a designated COVID-19 vaccination site.  Our 
patients will be vaccinated in community settings and you will be notified by text 
with a link to book on an allocated day/time.  For those patients that we can’t 
contact by text we will telephone you.  We are starting to vaccinate our over 80s 
on 22nd January 2021. 
 
The vaccines will be offered to people at risk as soon as possible in their clinical 
priority order.  The NHS is asking all patients not to contact them or your GP 
surgery to seek a vaccine before you are called.  The priority list is as follows: 
 

 Residents in a care home for older adults and their carers. 

 All those 80 years of age and over and frontline health and social care 
workers. 

 All those 75 years of age and over. 

 All those 70 years of age and over and clinically extremely vulnerable 
individuals. 

 All those 65 years of age and over. 

 All individuals aged 16 years to 64 years with underlying health conditions 
which put them at higher risk of serious disease and mortality. 

 All those 60 years of age and over. 

 All those 55 years of age and over. 

 All those 50 years of age and over. 
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Transition King’s Cliffe  for environment and community 

TKC Virtual Christmas Fair 2020:  Thanks to everyone who 

supported our local suppliers through the virtual 

Christmas Fair.  We’ve had lots of positive feedback from 

the advertisers.  We also sold 38 birdboxes which 

contributed £200 to our own funds for the next year! 

Wildplaces: We had a large load of road shavings 

delivered to the village field in December.  This recycled 

material is being laid on a membrane on the new path by Meadow Bridge to keep 

it usable during wet spells. 

We managed to get a 

workparty organised on a 

lovely crisp day in 

December, with lots of well 

spaced volunteers cutting 

back the bramble runners 

on King’s Cliffe meadow.  

This allows the sheep to 

carry on with their valuable 

conservation grazing work 

without getting caught up! 

Unfortunately, with the new lockdown, we have had to cancel any further group 

work, but individuals will be continuing this job over the next couple of months or 

so (weather permitting!).  If anyone wants to help out on their own, or with 

others from their household, then please let us know and instruction can be 

given. 

We are currently going through our prioritisation and planning for 2021/22, and, 

although we will clearly be limited in how much we can do before restrictions are 

lifted, we do have some ideas for new projects so watch this space! 

Meanwhile, do get out and enjoy the paths and the wildlife when you can.  It’s a 

great tonic during these difficult times! 

Contact:  To get involved or for more information, please get in touch: 

info@transitionkingscliffe.org.uk  www.transitionkingscliffe.org.uk 

 Transition Kings Cliffe                                                                             Charles Tomalin 

http://www.transitionkingscliffe.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/groups/Transitionkingscliffe/
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News from Bulwick 
St Nicholas/Christingle:  Sadly this did not take place in the church this year.  

However, a gift from St Nicholas was delivered for the young children in the parish 

to make up for not being able to attend in the church.  This reassured them that 

no travel restrictions had been placed on St Nicholas (also known as Santa Claus 

or Father Christmas) and he would be around on Christmas Eve, possibly with 

another gift, providing they had been well behaved.  The church offertory 

collection which is donated to the Children Society each year for the Christingle 

service had an ‘on-line’ offertory option. 

Church Services:   A service of Carols and Readings was held at 3pm on 20th 

December in St Nicholas churchyard. The service was led by Canon Revd Philip 

Davies and thankfully the weather was fine and dry.  Everyone who attended, 

young and old, all adhering to the Covid-19 restrictions, were happy to sing a few 

carols, listen to a reading and prayers before disbanding and bidding all to ‘stay 

safe and have a happy Christmas’.  The Christmas Day service was led by our 

curate Revd Kier Dow when again it was a pleasant winter’s morning.  The service 

started outside in the churchyard with some carols and continued inside for those 

who wished to take Holy Communion.  It was a very different occasion from the 

usual annual Christmas services with no bells, no after-service refreshments and 

no organist, but it did not seem to matter as all were pleased to be able to gather 

for a short period of time with the hope that things will be much better in 2021. 

Dress a Girl Project:  Regrettably I cannot give a start date for sessions to resume 

at the moment.  I know the ladies who worked so hard to produce many different 

items for those in need will be keen to get back to the monthly sessions, but at 

the moment the shipment of dresses and other items has been halted, mostly due 

to the pandemic.  I will check to see how things are during March and, if the items 

are starting to be transported, then we can at least gather together any that are 

ready to go and have a collection drop-off like we did in the Autumn.  Frustrating I 

know, but keep sewing and knitting; things are bound to get better. 

Church and Churchyards:  St Nicholas is open for Private Prayer on Sundays from 

10am-12noon.  The church is as Covid-secure as we can make it for our 

parishioners, and any updates are displayed on the noticeboard by the main gate.  

The Parochial Church Council maintains the churchyards at St Nicholas in Bulwick 

and Holy Trinity in Blatherwycke.  It would be most helpful if withered wreaths 

and floral tributes are removed and taken away.  Any help in keeping our 

churchyards neat and tidy would be appreciated. 

Alma O’Neill, Churchwarden (450300) 
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The Way We Were 
When winter bites with cold weather, most of us are fortunate to be able simply 

to turn up the central heating to keep our homes and ourselves warm.  Yet it is 

not so long ago that things were very different.  Most families in the village relied 

on an open fire burning wood, coal or coke in one downstairs room and a stove 

for cooking in the kitchen, which was often the warmest place in the house.  

Upstairs rooms were not heated, except in the larger houses where there might 

be a fireplace in each bedroom.  I am sure I’m not alone in my childhood 

memories of Jack Frost visiting on cold winter nights and leaving beautiful 

patterns on the inside of our bedroom window! 

People were used to the cold.  A large proportion of men in the village worked 

outdoors, in all aspects of farming before it became mechanised, in timber felling 

and carting, in making carts and wagons, in various building trades, on the 

railway, as a tradesman selling goods from a horse and cart, or as a carrier of 

goods and people.  Even those working as shoemakers and menders, woodturners 

and carvers had unheated workshops.  Taking a hot shower at the end of the 

working day as we might today was simply not possible.  The oval tin bath came 

out once a week, the bath being used first by the man of the house and then by 

the rest of the family.  As with all the water used in the home, water for the bath 

had to be carried from a spring or a well nearby or, after 1914, from one of the 

public water taps positioned around the village streets.  The ‘copper’, with a fire 

underneath for heating the water, was usually in a small outhouse behind the 

cottage.  This was where the woman of the house would do the family’s washing, 

praying that the weather would be dry enough to hang the wet clothes out in the 

yard, rather than indoors.  Even so, there would be wet outdoor and working 

clothes to be dried. 

Everyone walked to their work, and the schoolchildren walked to and from 

school, several of them coming across the fields from outlying cottages.  The early 

Endowed School Log Books tell us that the school buildings were heated by coal 

fires, but often in winter the fires struggled to get the temperature up.  For 

example, on 15th January 1905, the temperature was just 38oF, approximately 

3oC.  There were also days when some children arrived at school with boots and 

clothes so wet that they were sent home.  The village streets were surfaced with 

packed stone rather than tarmac, so boots and shoes would get wet and muddy 

just going to the shops.  Something else to be dried out at home. 

Gathering wood for the fire was a constant necessity as was the work of laying a 

fire each day.  It was generally the women and children who gathered sticks for 

the fire in the woods around the village, bundling them into ‘bottles’. 
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In March 1875, the Stamford Mercury reported that four poor women from the 

village who went ‘sticking’ in Cliffe Forest had been brought before the 

Magistrates, charged with damaging the underwood in the forest which belonged 

to the Marquis of Exeter.  The women were convicted and fined £1 9s 6d or one 

month’s hard labour.  None of the women could pay the fine and all would have 

gone to prison but for the generosity of two unnamed gentlemen, one from 

Birmingham, the other from Manchester, who paid their fines and costs.  The case 

of the four women and the severity of the fines imposed on them was taken to 

the House of Commons as a question to the Secretary of State for the Home 

Department.  His reply was that damaging underwood and taking it to sell was a 

practice to be discouraged but that the fines imposed in this case were excessive.  

He ordered that the majority of the penalty should be remitted and the women 

discharged out of custody. 

Coke and coal for fires could be bought in the village, from coal merchants like Mr 

H E Dixon whose yard was behind the old Wheatsheaf Inn in Park Street (now 

no.56) and G Siddons and Sons’ coal depot at King’s Cliffe railway station.  Paraffin 

for heaters could be bought from Mr Close’s shop in West Street (no.57) and from 

F Bould & Son, cycle and motor dealers and garage in Bridge Street (site now no15 

to 15c).  Nowadays, most homes have central heating boilers fired by oil, gas or 

electricity – all of them much less hard work than an open fire!  Electricity from 

the National Grid did not come through to King’s Cliffe until the mid-1930s; 

deliveries of heating oil first came into the village in the 1950s; and it was not 

until the early 1990s that we were connected to the mains gas supply. 

 

This photo, taken by 

Adrian Woolf in 1994, 

shows Miss Grace 

Robins using the stove in 

her kitchen at no.70 Park 

Street.  This type of 

stove with side ovens 

was the only means of 

cooking and was put to 

good use in many old 

cottages in the village. 

 

Sue Trow-Smith for King’s Cliffe Heritage 
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Nature Notes for January and February 
The recent constraints on our ability to travel has resulted in many of us taking an 

interest in the natural world around us.  During the Winter months this often 

means observing visiting garden birds. 

This year the variety and number of species regularly taking advantage of garden 

feeders has been significantly less than usual.  Others around the village have also 

noticed this.  It may be that the mild weather and abundance of wild, natural food 

has provided sufficient for the majority of their needs. 

Blue tits, Great tits and Long tailed 

tits have been appearing 

infrequently as a feeding flock, 

only remaining briefly before 

moving en masse to the next food 

source.  The Long tailed tits are 

particularly confident and settle 

on the feeders when I am within 

three metres.  Their preference is 

for fat balls encasing a variety of 

seeds. 

Goldfinches arrive in small groups to consume Niger seeds.  They tend to remain 

for longer, often squabbling amongst themselves before retiring to surrounding 

trees.  After a brief respite they often return to feed again. 

It wasn’t until Christmas Day that a 

small flock of Redwings descended 

on the Holly tree which was loaded 

with berries.  Over the next ten days 

they consumed all the berries 

before moving on; they have not 

returned.  Redwings are Winter 

visiting members of the thrush 

family, arriving here from further 

North in Europe. As they flutter 

their wings the source of their name 

becomes obvious as they expose a 

flash of red on their flanks and 

underwing. 

Blue tit 

Redwing 
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Often they associate with 

Fieldfares, another berry 

eating thrush from 

Northern climes.  Sadly, 

they have not graced the 

garden this year but can 

still be seen along 

hedgerows and in grassy 

fields.  This photograph 

was taken a few winters 

ago. 

 

 

 

Occasionally less common 

species make an 

appearance. This year a 

solitary Siskin dropped in for 

a few minutes.  A small, 

yellowish green finch, the 

Siskin normally occurs in 

flocks so to see only one is 

surprising.  The only other 

lone visitor was a Marsh tit 

which is normally resident in 

woodland. 

 

As dusk approaches a huge flock of around 300 Jackdaws erupts from trees close 

to the river.  They circle around noisily until all the birds have joined the group 

before heading off to their overnight roost. 

After dark, the hooting of Tawny owls can be heard some distance away.  The 

sound carries a long way in the clear night air. 

Fledgling 

Marsh tit 

Fieldfare 
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OUR CONTINUING SERVICES DURING THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC 

Although we are not providing our usual face to face advice service until further 

notice, we are still providing our specialist advice services by telephone or email.  

Our advisors are working remotely and set up to effectively deal with ongoing 

referrals from agencies and members of the public calling us for advice.  Our advice 

and assistance is Free, Independent & Confidential (aside from our Not for Profit 

Immigration Service). 

Debt and Welfare Benefits: 
The East Northants Project is funded by East Northamptonshire Council providing a 

full range of Debt/Budgeting advice and assistance.  Also, Welfare Benefits advice 

and assistance with advice on entitlements/Benefit income maximisation, energy 

saving, disputes and appeals, to all residents within East Northants Council area. 

Our Rushden office Advice Shop (32 High St, Rushden NN10 0PH), is currently not 

open for initial telephone enquiries to access advice and assistance. 

However, all services continue remotely Monday to Friday and we can be accessed 

for help and assistance by contacting 01604 621038 Monday-Thursday 10.00am-

2pm and Fridays 10am-1pm, or via www.communitylawservice.org.uk 

We shall continue to keep you advised of future changes. 

You may also access advice/assistance with the following using the above contacts. 

Housing:  We can provide advice in respect of repossession and eviction for people 

eligible for Legal Aid. 

Children’s Benefit Take-Up Project:  Funded by Children in Need for children and 

young people who are ill or who have a disability.  

Energy  Advice:  Help to better afford energy bills including benefit advice and 

income maximisation, utility debt advice, energy tariff checks, access to grants. 

Self-funded Immigration Service:  Specialist advice and help with claims & appeals 

(not for profit, fee paying service). 

Please keep safe, strong & well everyone. 

Registered Charity 1128718. 

http://www.communitylawservice.org.uk
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Kings Cliffe Ex-Servicemen’s  
& Social Club – February 2021 

 

‘WE MISS YOU ALL’ 
 

PLEASE STAY SAFE AND WELL 
ABIDE BY ALL THE RULES AND 

REGULATIONS 
 

We can then enjoy a drink or two once 
this virus is under control. 

 

When we are allowed to open we will reinstate the 
raffle and set a date for the bingo afternoon in aid of 

the British Legion. 
 

Please watch out for updates on local social media 
and via our website page. 

 

Remember – keep safe and 
stay well! 

 

WE NEED YOU BACK! 
 

Government guide lines will be strictly followed to ensure the 
safety of our members and staff at all times once we are 

allowed to open. 
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KING’S CLIFFE 
BAKERY 

68 WEST STREET 
KING’S CLIFFE 

Tel: 01780 470205 

DOOR TO DOOR DELIVERIES 

SHOP HOURS 
7AM TO 12 NOON 

MONDAY TO SATURDAY 

WHOLESALE AVAILABLE 

PHONE FOR PRICE LIST 

Village Pizzas 
Open Tue – Sat for 

Collection  4.30pm – 10pm 

or Delivery  6pm till 10pm 

01780 
784587 

View our Menu at 
www.villagepizzas.co.uk 

http://www.villagepizzas.co.uk
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Bespoke picture 
framing 

Oils, watercolour, textiles, etc. 
Large or small. 

Contact: 

FELICITY THISTLETHWAITE 
m: 07943 127979 

t: 01780 470275 

e: fthistlethwaite@ 
    rocketmail.com 
    www.efflejay.co.uk 
Member of the Fine Art Trade Guild  

Aromatherapy Products made in King’s Cliffe 

Discount code  

GAZ1220  

10% off all products 

 

 Skin Care 

 Essential Oils and Blends 

 Aromatic Hand Sanitiser 

 Posh Shower Gels 

 Massage Oils 

 Burners, Candles, Reed Diffusers 

 Lots of lovely present ideas 
 

PURE AROMATHERAPY .co.uk 
Buy online or contact Kate: 07961499018 or 

shop@purearomatherapy.co.uk. Can post or     

deliver to your doorstep if you’re local. 

MASSAGE THERAPY : REFLEXOLOGY : HOLISTICLIVING.co.uk 

http://www.efflejay.co.uk
https://www.purearomatherapy.co.uk/
https://www.purearomatherapy.co.uk/shop/fair-trade-elephant-cutwork-burner/
https://www.purearomatherapy.co.uk/
https://www.holisticliving.co.uk/


Advertisements 

20 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Are your carpets and upholstery in need of a freshen up? 
Look no further! 

Fully trained and insured to clean carpets and upholstery 
for both domestic and commercial clients. 

Colin Smith is local to the area and can give you a 
competitive quote today. 

Don’t hesitate, give him a ring on  
01780 471015 or 07919857311  

Email:  mysmartcarpet@yahoo.co.uk 

Martin James 

The Village Sweep 

Your local chimney sweeping service. 

Stove repairs: rope seals, firebricks etc. 

Certificates issued.    Fully insured. 

07749 438567 

01780 470275 

mhj1@btinternet.com 
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R E Newton Ltd (Nassington) 
SPECIALIST CARPENTRY JOINERY & BUILDING WORK 

The Complete Refurbishment Specialist 

 Internal alterations to Extensions 

 Listed & Period Building Specialist 

 Hand Made Kitchens to your design and colour 

 Built in Wardrobes to cupboards/bookcases 

 Purpose made joinery – windows and doors 

Est. Since 1989 

www.renewton.com      Email: Edward@renewton.wanadoo.co.uk 

Tel:   Daytime 07831 256087   Evening 01780 782704 

FOR ALL YOUR CARPENTRY AND BUILDING NEEDS 

 

Crown Property Services 

Jonathon Hibbins 

Tel: 01780 783082 

Mobile: 07766 168659 

• Electrical & Plumbing 

• Renovations 

• Extensions 

• Kitchens & Bathrooms 

• Windows and Doors 

• Groundworks 

• Landscaping 

• Internal Refurbishment 

Old Sulehay Cottages, Yarwell, Peterborough, PE8 6PA. 

jonathon@hibbins.me 

http://www.renewton.com
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K.C. PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
KING’S CLIFFE 

• Extensions, Renovations, 
Conversions etc. 

• Repointing, Patios, Paving. 

• Stonework, Brickwork, 
Garden Walls. 

• Groundworks & Footings. 

• Digger Hire & Driver. 

• Plastering. 

• Interior & Exterior Decorating. 

FOR FREE QUOTATIONS PLEASE CALL 

KEVIN CUNNINGTON 
07946 139754 

MATT CZEREMSZNSKY 
07984 956947 

 

Ranger 
Gas 
 

Servicing/Breakdown 

Installation of all Gas 
Appliances 

Oil/Gas/LPG 

Heat pumps/Solar 

Tel:  07824 443062 
Email: 
Jamieheating@gmail.com 
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THE IRONING MAIDEN 

Too much Ironing to handle? 

Let the Ironing Maiden 
take care of it for you. 

Collection & Delivery 

Same Day Delivery 

16 years’ experience 

Open Monday to Friday 

Tel: 07432 242691 

Email: 
no1ironmaiden@gmail.com 

E.M.DORMAN 
FUNERAL DIRECTOR Dip.F.D. 

A family concern 
giving a 24 hour 

personal service to all areas 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 

Golden Charter 
Pre-Paid Plans Available 

Tel: Uppingham 
01572 823976 

CROWSONS 
D.W. Gunn DipFD 

A FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS 
SERVING THE COMMUNITY 

FOR OVER ONE HUNDRED YEARS 
 
 

 
 
 
 

BARNWELL, OUNDLE, PETERBOROUGH, PE8 5PS 

01832 
272269 

01832 
272269 

• Caring personal attention 
• Chapels of rest 
• 24 hour service to all areas 
• Flowers and catering available 
• Memorials 
• Advice on Golden Charter pre-payment Schemes 
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Sports facilities available for hire by individuals or clubs including 

• Floodlit Netball and Tennis Courts (from £5 per hour) 
• Community room perfect for parties or meetings (£10 per hour) 
• Full size grass pitches (from £40 per match) 
• Floodlit MUGA 3G multi-use games area (from £25 per hour) 

To hire please contact Margaret on 0333 0062129, message us on 
Facebook or email enquiries@kcactive.co.uk 

Beautiful curtains, blinds and soft furnishings 
designed and created to compliment your home. 

 
 

For a free 
home consultation 

and quote call 
07957 686595  

www.georginascurtainsandkeepsakes.com 

https://www.georginascurtainsandkeepsakes.com/
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Eyebrook Wild 
Bird Feeds 

Quality garden birdseed at 
farm-gate prices, mixed on our 
nature-friendly farm near the 

Eyebrook Reservoir. 

Open Monday—Saturday 9am–3pm 
Sunday: 9am–12 noon 

Rectory Farm, Great Easton, LE16 8SN 

01536 770771 

www.eyebrookwildbirdfeeds.co.uk 

Yoga For You 
For Core Strength 
and Calm 

Mon: 9.30 Yoga, Laxton Village Hall, NN17 3AT. 

7.30pm Yoga, King’s Cliffe Memorial Hall. 

Tue: 5.45 & 7pm Yoga, Wansford Christie Hall. 

Wed: YOGACALM, a gentle class. 

7pm King’s Cliffe Memorial Hall, PE8 6XD. 

Thur: 10am Yoga, Wansford Christie Hall, PE8 6JS. 

4.30 Gentle/Chair Yoga and 6.30 Yoga at 

Easton-on-the-Hill Village Hall, PE9 3NN. 

£5 Welcome session, passes and Drop In 

options.  Beginners, Yoga Therapy, 1-1 

and small groups. 

Penny Taylor – Full Dip & Advanced Tutor 

pennyyoga@yahoo.co.uk  07960267986 

http://www.eyebrookwildbirdfeeds.co.uk
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Simba’s Den Day Nursery 
Main Street, Bulwick, NN17 3DY 

Outstanding homely childcare in an idyllic countryside location 

Open all year Monday to Friday 8am–6pm 

Fully funded 2 and 3 year old places available. 

Pre-school led by an early year’s professional. 

Close links to all schools. 

Weekly Ballet lessons from 2 years. 

Weekly forest school sessions at Fineshade wood. 

Lovely large outside area. 

Telephone: 01780 450937 

Email/Web: info@simbasden.co.uk   www.simbasden.co.uk 

 Early years education for children aged 2 – 4 

Growing a Love for Learning 
King’s Cliffe Endowed Pre-school offers the highest 

standards of care and play opportunities for children 

aged 2 to 4 years. 

Our ethos is to nurture and establish our children’s love 

for learning and exploration by providing the best 

possible experiences and opportunities. 

We now have an amazing Early Years Outdoor Area. 

Fully funded places available. 

For more information please contact the School Office 

on 01780 470259 or email katy.evans@kceps.co.uk 

We offer sessions that  

run from 9.00am until 3.00pm. 

 
Please visit our website at www.kingscliffeschool.co.uk for 

more information about our wonderful Pre-School  

King’s Cliffe Endowed 
Pre-School, 

Kings Forest, King’s Cliffe, 
PE8 6XS. 

http://www.simbasden.co.uk
http://www.kingscliffeschool.co.uk


Gazette Contacts 

During the Coronavirus Restrictions, contact can only be made by email. 

Editor (Articles, News and Events): David Teall,  gazette@kingscliffe.church 

Commercial Advertising: Andrea Fern,  andrea.fern@avus-consulting.co.uk 

The Closing Date for copy for online editions is the 20th of the previous month. 

The Gazette is published by All Saints and St James Church, King’s Cliffe 

as a service to the community.  It is written, edited and distributed by 

volunteers from all three parishes.  An electronic version is available here: 

www.kingscliffe.church/gazette 


