
The Second Sunday of Advent 

St Nicholas and Christingle 

 

Collect:  O Lord raise up we pray your power and come among us and with great might succour 
us; that whereas, through our sins and wickedness we are grievously hindered in running the race 
that is set before us, your bountiful grace and mercy may speedily help and deliver us; through 
Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, to whom with you and the Holy Spirit, be honour and glory, now 
and for ever.  Amen. 

Isaiah 40.1–11:  Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God.  Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
and cry to her that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from 
the Lord’s hand double for all her sins.  A voice cries out: ‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the 
Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God.  Every valley shall be lifted up, and every 
mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a 
plain.  Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the 
mouth of the Lord has spoken.’  A voice says, ‘Cry out!’  And I said, ‘What shall I cry?’  All people 
are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field.  The grass withers, the flower fades, when 
the breath of the Lord blows upon it; surely the people are grass.  The grass withers, the flower 
fades; but the word of our God will stand for ever.  Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald 
of good tidings; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do 
not fear; say to the cities of Judah, ‘Here is your God!’  See, the Lord God comes with might, and 
his arm rules for him; his reward is with him, and his recompense before him.  He will feed his 
flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently 
lead the mother sheep. 

The Gospel for our Christingle Celebration: Matthew Chapter 5.14-16:  

“You are the light of the world.  A city built on a hill cannot be hidden.  No one after lighting a 

lamp hides it under a bucket but puts it on a lampstand to give light to the whole house. 

In the same way, let you light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give 

glory to your father in heaven.” 

Reflection: St Nicholas and Christingle: 

Many churches carry the name of a Saint and for the village of Bulwick, this is St Nicholas.  At this 

village church, there has been a long tradition of celebrating St Nicholas day, December 6th, by 

holding a Christingle Service and highlighting at the service the work of the Children’s Society. 

St Nicholas is remembered popularly as one who brings gifts and in many European countries 

there are special traditions connected with giving that take place on this day.  There are many 

stories about miraculous happenings associated with St Nicholas.  And he is also remembered for 

his noticing of the poor and the excluded and finding practical ways of meeting their needs. 

In our contemporary world there are many people who work to meet the needs of others in caring 

professions, in community projects and in the work of development agencies.  The Children’s 

Society started in Victorian times to help children who were orphans or were homeless.  Its work 

today is focused on helping children and young people throughout the UK, including supporting 

their mental health needs. 



In 1968 the Children’s Society began to encourage churches to hold an annual Christingle service 

to help people to focus on the light of Jesus shining in the darkness and bringing practical as well 

as spiritual hope.  At these services, a collection is taken to support the work of the Children’s 

Society charity. 

Why a Christingle?  The Christingle has 4 parts to it.  First an orange representing the earth, our 

world, it’s people and the living world that we are a part of.  Encouraging us to think about its 

roundness and through this to consider our relatedness to the living world and our responsibility 

to care for it. 

Then four cocktail sticks are placed into the skin of the orange to represent the four seasons of the 

year and placed on the sticks are dried fruits and sweets representing the fruits of the earth.  They 

taste good, are usually quickly eaten and also help us to think about the daily needs of all people 

in our world. 

A red bow or ribbon is tied around the orange and it can be shaped as a cross. It is a reminder of 

Jesus suffering and death, his commitment to people everywhere and how he showed the fullness 

of God’s love. 

Finally, and this becomes the main focus of the Christingle, a candle is placed in silver foil after a 

small hollow is made for it at the top of the orange.  The candle is ready to be lit a sign of God’s 

love seen in Jesus the Light of the World, the light shining in the darkness.  

Often at a Christingle Service the church lights are turned off so that the whole church can be lit 

up only by the candlelight of the Christingles.  A special moment. 

In the service at Bulwick we sometimes also sing these words which seem to connect well with the 

inspiration of St Nicholas to live out the love of God and to inspire us to share the fullness of that  

love with others. 

Christ our Light, Christ our Light, Light my life, Light my life: 

I’ll share that light with others: I’ll share that light with others: light my life, light my life. 

 

 


