
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Collect:  God our redeemer, who prepared the Blessed Virgin Mary to be the mother of your Son: 

grant that, as she looked for his coming as our saviour, so we may be ready to greet him when he 

comes again as our judge, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and for ever.  Amen. 

Magnificat (The Song of Mary): 
1 My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 

     my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour;  

  he has looked with favour on his lowly servant. 
2 From this day all generations will call me blessed;  

  the Almighty has done great things for me 

     and holy is his name. 
3 He has mercy on those who fear him,  

  from generation to generation. 
4 He has shown strength with his arm  

  and has scattered the proud in their conceit, 
5 Casting down the mighty from their thrones  

  and lifting up the lowly. 
6 He has filled the hungry with good things  

  and sent the rich away empty. 
7 He has come to the aid of his servant Israel,  

  to remember his promise of mercy, 
8 The promise made to our ancestors,   

  to Abraham and his children for ever.        Luke 1.46-55 

Gospel Reading: Luke 1.26–33, 38: 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a 

virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David.  The virgin’s name was 

Mary.  And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favoured one!  The Lord is with you.’  But she was 

much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be.  The angel said to 

her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with God.   And now, you will conceive in 

your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus.  He will be great and will be called the 

Son of the Most High and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David.  He will 

reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.  Then Mary said, 

‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.’  Then the angel 

departed from her. 

Reflection: 

How can we celebrate the Birth of the baby Jesus in this time of the Covid pandemic? 

Today we think about Mary, a young mother: who in the latter weeks of her pregnancy is away 

from home and from her family, and then there follows her early weeks of motherhood, which will 

be spent moving from place to place, crossing borders.  A connection of this part of the Christmas 

story with those new to motherhood this year, when for many over long periods of time it has not 

been possible for wider family to be physically present and when some areas of usual pre- and 

post-natal support has been less available or accessible.  



There is an earlier part of the Christmas story which tells of Mary visiting her older cousin 

Elizabeth, who is also pregnant.  This meeting of the two women is full of intimacy and joy but we 

recognise that this year human interaction like this for many has not been and is not possible and 

will not be possible for some time ahead.  

We can also be nudged by the Nativity story to connect this moving from place to place by Mary 

and Joseph before Jesus is born and afterwards when they have to flee to Egypt, with those 

mothers in our world today, who are refugees or who are displaced and who are making difficult 

and dangerous journeys on land and for some across hazardous seas. 

We have responded this year to many additional rules and regulations placed upon us to help in 

reducing the spreading of the Covid virus, to keep us safe and to protect the NHS.  The Christmas 

story includes the calling of a Census by the Roman Emperor with its regulations and its requiring 

of people to return to their place of family connection.  

For Joseph this meant traveling to the city of his ancestors, Bethlehem, with his young pregnant 

wife.  Not a regulation he might have particularly wanted or welcomed but one which he like many 

others would comply with.  

Throughout most of the Christmas story we find that Mary and Joseph have little control over 

external social, economic and political events and we find them living within these limitations, 

muddling through at times, but guided by God and seeming to make the best of things. 

We have accepted limitations of our activity and many of us will have registered our details for 

track and trace.  These things giving us an additional connection to the world of Jesus’ day where 

we do find him complying with necessary civic regulations, such as the paying of taxes, so that the 

public good could be better served.  And for Jesus there always was a greater good at the centre 

of things, making real God’s loving purposes for all through human kindness and hospitality, and 

God’s wisdom made real in finding ways to meet the needs of others, especially the poor.  

God through the humanity of Jesus coming alongside us, pitching his tent with us and alongside all 

those who struggle and are discouraged.  God accessible to us and drawing us into the heart of his 

light, to be a community alongside others in their place of need, alert to the needs of all life on 

earth and on this planet that we share, and so widening that light, that it may bring fullness of life 

to all.  


