
 

  

G A Z E T T E  
for the parishes of King’s Cliffe 

Bulwick & Blatherwycke and Laxton 

DECEMBER 2020 – JANUARY 2021 



From the Editor 

2 

The Gazette and Coronavirus 
For the benefit of future historians, the following is a brief synopsis of the 

changes to the Coronavirus Pandemic Restrictions and Regulations during 

November and December 2020. 

5th November:  A Second National Lockdown was imposed for a month 

with restrictions as follows: 

• Stay at Home except for specific reasons including education and work. 

• No household mixing indoors or in private gardens unless in your 

support bubble. 

• Outdoor recreation encouraged.  You can meet one person outside 

your household. 

• Schools, universities and colleges remain open. 

• Pubs and restaurants must close, but takeaways are permitted. 

• Non-essential shops, leisure and entertainment venues must close. 

2nd December:  The National Lockdown was replaced with enhanced 

Local Area Tiers.  Northamptonshire was placed in Tier 2 with the 

following restrictions: 

• You must not socialise with anyone you do not live with or who is not 

in your support bubble in any indoor setting, whether at home or in a 

public place. 

• You can meet in a group of up to six outside – including in a garden, or 

a public place. 

• Shops, gyms and personal care services (such as hairdressing) can 

reopen if Covid-secure. 

• Pubs and bars can only open if they serve substantial meals.  Alcohol 

can be served with that meal.  Pubs and restaurants must shut at 

23:00, with last orders at 22:00. 

• Places of Worship can open but you must not socialise with people 

from outside of your household or support bubble while you are 

indoors there.  Weddings and funerals can go ahead with restrictions 

on numbers. 
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• Organised outdoor sport, and physical activity and exercise classes can 

continue.  Organised indoor sport, physical activity and exercise classes 

will only be permitted if it is possible to avoid mixing with people you 

don’t live with or share a support bubble with. 

• Sports can resume with up to 2,000 spectators, or 50% capacity, 

whichever is smaller. 

• You can continue to travel to venues or amenities which are open, but 

should aim to reduce the number of journeys you make where 

possible. 

• Avoid travel to or overnight stays in Tier 3 areas other than where 

necessary, such as for work, education, youth services, to receive 

medical treatment, or because of caring responsibilities.  You can travel 

through a Tier 3 area as a part of a longer journey.  [Note: Stamford is 

in Tier 3.] 

• Non-essential foreign travel is allowed, subject to quarantine rules. 

Full details can be found on the Government website here:  https://www.gov.uk/

guidance/local-restriction-tiers-what-you-need-to-know#high-alert 

Arrangements for Christmas: 

• Travel restrictions across the four administrations and between tiers 

will be lifted to provide a window for households to come together 

between the 23rd and 27th December. 

• Up to three households can form an exclusive ‘bubble’ to meet at 

home during this period.  When a bubble is formed it is fixed, and must 

not be changed or extended further at any point. 

• Each Christmas bubble can meet at home, at a place of worship or an 

outdoor public place, but existing, more restrictive rules on hospitality 

and meeting in other venues will be maintained throughout this period. 

Even where it is within the rules, meeting with friends and family over 

Christmas will be a personal judgement for individuals to take, mindful of 

the risks to themselves and others, particularly those who are vulnerable. 

Before deciding to come together over the festive period the Government 

has urged us to consider alternative approaches such as the use of 

technology or meeting outside.                                            David Teall (Editor) 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/local-restriction-tiers-what-you-need-to-know#high-alert
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/local-restriction-tiers-what-you-need-to-know#high-alert
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From the Parish Priest 
The birth of a baby in Bethlehem over 2,000 years ago brings the hope of light 

shining within darkness and despair.  The cry of people for good, just and peaceful 

relationships having been heard by God. 

There will be weekly online services in December and January that will be 

available via the Church website.  These will include an online service of Readings 

and Carols that will be on the church website from Sunday 13th December 

onwards.  Other online services will include a St Nicholas Christingle on Sunday 

6th December and a Christmas Crib service on Christmas Eve.  Details of the 

weekly online services are at https://kingscliffe.church/online-services/ 

In these online services we will hear the words of the prophets speaking out 

against the consequences of complacency and self-interest and listen to readings 

and carols that tell how lowly shepherds were the first to comprehend the coming 

of God’s kingdom in the birth of a baby.  A baby born in poverty to a couple living 

within the restrictions of their day. 

In the Thirteenth century St Francis helped to give us a way of visualising the birth 

of Jesus when he made the first Christmas crib.  In addition to Mary, Joseph, Jesus, 

and the shepherds he included living creatures, sheep and cattle, to show that the 

Christmas message is of importance for all creation and our relationship with it.  

Whatever life may have brought us this year and however we may be feeling 

about the year ahead, the Christmas message is a message of  good news 

revealing a sign of the loving kindness of God towards all creation and of love 

lived out, that responds joyfully to the hope this new birth has brought. 

The details of services being held over Christmas in our churches are printed 

opposite.                                                                                                          Philip Davies 

Under Tier 2 Restrictions you can: “attend places of worship for a service but 

you must not socialise with anyone outside of your household or support 

bubble.”  Those attending church services will be asked to observe social 

distancing, with children sitting within their family group.  The Government 

requires the wearing of a suitable face covering by all those attending church 

services.  There are few exceptions to this requirement.  Those who are in 

clinically vulnerable groups should read Government advice on attending a 

gathering outside of their home and consider the risks to themselves of being 

at a gathering where there is a mixed group of people. 

https://kingscliffe.church/online-services/


Church Notices 

5 

Church Services in December 

All Saints and St James – King’s Cliffe 
  6 December  10:30 Benefice Communion 

13 December  10:30 Family Communion 

20 December  10:30 Family Communion 

25 December  09:30 Family Communion 

  (Reservations for seating are in place) 

27 December  10:30 Family Communion 

St Nicholas – Bulwick 
25 December  11:00 Carols (outside) followed by  

   Holy Communion (inside) 

All Saints – Laxton 
25 December  09:30 Communion around the Crib 

Church Services in January 

Details of our services in January will be published on our website. 

The Benefice of 
King’s Cliffe, Bulwick & Blatherwycke and Laxton 

Incumbent Revd Canon Philip Davies 470314 

Curate Revd Keir Dow 753283 

Reader David Teall 450407 

Co-ordinator (General Enquiries) Katy Evans office@kingscliffe.church 

Clerk (Baptisms & Weddings) Sophy Jubb clerk@kingscliffe.church 

Churchwardens 

King’s Cliffe Felicity Thistlethwaite 470275 

 Andrea Fern 07970 151926 

Bulwick & Blatherwycke Alma O’Neill 450300 

Laxton Michael Harrison 450362 

 Rupert Boyle 450260 

The photograph on the front cover is of the central panel of the St Nicholas 
Banner in St Nicholas Church, Bulwick.  It was taken by Churchwarden, Alma O’Neil. 

https://kingscliffe.church/services/
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Food Basket 
There is a Food Basket at the back of the church in King’s Cliffe. 

Donations of any non-perishable food can be added to the basket. 

If you are in need of any extra food please help yourself. 

Please wear a face-covering and observe social distancing guidelines  

when entering and leaving and whilst inside the church. 

We can also issue Food Bank vouchers for Stamford Food Bank.  

Please contact either the Church Office by email: 

office@kingscliffe.church or ring Philip Davies 01780 470314. 

Citizens Advice have a Stamford Food Bank Helpline: 01476 249069. 

Further information on Food Banks can be found at Trussell Trust. 

Oundle Food Bank can deliver: contact number 07907 216144. 

Church Services 
Church Services: We are once again able to hold church services following the 

procedures outlined on page 4.  The services planned for December are listed on 

page 5. 

Online Services:  A weekly online service is posted on our website every Sunday 

morning.  The services, led by Revd Canon Philip Davies, include contributions 

from other members of the Ministry Team, members of our congregations and 

members of the King’s Cliffe Church Choir, recorded individually in their own homes. 

Daily Offices:  Morning Prayer is said each day in King’s Cliffe Church except on a 

Friday when it is said in Easton-on-the-Hill Church.  Special prayer requests can be 

included.  You can download Morning Prayer and a short version of Night Prayer. 

Private Prayer:  Bulwick, Laxton and King’s Cliffe churches can be used for private 

prayer.  Details of when and how to access the churches are on the church doors.  

King’s Cliffe Church is open in the daytime on Sundays, Tuesdays and Thursdays 

and Bulwick Church on Sunday mornings from 10.00am to 12 noon. 

Prayer Requests:  If you have a prayer request for yourself or someone you know, 

please fill in our Request Form.  All are welcome to use this service. 

Funerals, Memorial Services, Weddings and Baptisms:  These can now take place 

in church.  Government guidance currently restricts attendance and scientific 

advice means that no singing is possible.  Face coverings must be worn. 

https://www.trusselltrust.org/coronavirus-food-banks/
https://kingscliffe.church/online-services/
https://kingscliffebenefice.files.wordpress.com/2020/06/morningprayer.pdf
https://kingscliffebenefice.files.wordpress.com/2020/03/benefice-night-prayer-service-cv19-1.pdf
https://forms.gle/mgMMfBQbhgmczWGk8
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Readings and Prayers for the Sundays in December and January 

6 December NT 2 Peter 3 v8–15a 
Second Sunday of Advent Gospel Mark 1 v1–8 
We pray for all the residents of Laxton. 

13 December NT 1 Thessalonians 5 v16–24 
Third Sunday of Advent Gospel John 1 v6–8, 19–28 
We pray for all those who live in Willow Lane, Wood Lane, Stamford Road, 
Wansford Road and Wood Road, King’s Cliffe. 

20 December NT Romans 16 v25–27 
Fourth Sunday of Advent Gospel Luke 1 v26–38 
We pray for our MP, parish, district and county councillors, voluntary trustees of 
local charitable organisations and local groups working for the community. 

27 December NT Galatians 4 v4–7 
First Sunday of Christmas Gospel Luke 2 v15–21 
We give thanks for the year that has passed and pray for the strength and wisdom 
to use your many gifts for the benefit of all in the year to come. 

3 January NT Ephesians 3 v1–12 
Epiphany Gospel Matthew 2 v1–12 
We pray for our Parish Priest, Curate, Reader, Churchwardens, PCC and Church 
Groups and for those in training for Ministry. 

10 January NT Acts 19 v1–7 
Baptism of Christ Gospel Mark 1 v4–11 
We pray for the businesses in our area; for employers and employees. 

17 January NT Revelation 5 v1–10 
Second Sunday of Epiphany Gospel John 1 v43–51 
We pray for the local shops and for those who serve the community in this way; 
for our village halls, parish centres, pubs and the club. 

24 January NT Revelation 19 v6–10 
Third Sunday of Epiphany Gospel John 2 v1–11 
We pray for farmers and all who work on the land. 

31 January NT Hebrews 2 v14–18 
Candlemas Gospel Luke 2 v22–40 
We pray for the surgery and for all who work there providing health care for our 
community. 
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Firework Display 
Our Bonfire and Fireworks evening is normally one of the major fund raisers for 

the church but this year, with the Coronavirus, we really thought that this event 

couldn’t possibly take place.  However, because of Rob Gidding’s efforts and 

enthusiasm in setting up a Just Giving page, not only was the cost of the fireworks 

met, but there was money left over which will go into church funds.  The full 

amount is not known yet.  What a wonderful community spirit we have in King’s 

Cliffe who so willingly responded and contributed to this event.  Our sincere 

thanks go to Rob and to Graham Scotney and his 1605 team who treated us to a 

spectacular firework display.      Janet Howard & Mandy Barber (Social Committee) 

Church Coffee Morning 
I am sure we have all missed our monthly Coffee Mornings – I know I have.  It isn’t 

just the coffee or tea and the edible goodies put before us, it’s the people there 

who we can chat with and share our stories and tales.  I know everyone will agree 

that it has been a very difficult year; not being able to see our families and friends 

or, if we do manage to, not being able to hug them.  A lot of us have been in our 

own little bubble.  When it is safe for us to start our church Coffee Mornings next 

year we will.  We wish you a happy Christmas and a healthy New Year. 

Sheila Jackson (Social Committee) 

The Leprosy Mission 
Please continue to save your used stamps.  During lockdown please put them 

through my door (Howes Barn, Wood Road, PE8 6XF.) and I will send them to the 

Leprosy Mission at Orton Goldhay.                                                      Barbara Wilshaw 

King’s Cliffe Ecumenical Women’s Fellowship Group 
During this difficult time, we have managed to stay in touch through phone calls, 

letters, birthday cards, and even chance meetings on walks in the village, although 

we have all really missed meeting up as a group. I can assure you that, whenever 

conditions allow it, we shall have the teacups ready to resume our meetings and 

for a good catchup with friends.  Wishing you love and peace this Christmas. 

Stay safe!                                                                                                         Christine Ball 

King’s Cliffe Parish Council 
The Parish Council would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year.  As we look back on 2020, we can certainly say 

that it has been like no other year in living memory.  This time last year we could 

not have imagined that the early reports on a “new virus’ in China would have 

such a profound Impact on both the world, our village and indeed our way of life. 
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We are now fully aware of the impact of Covid 19 and, whilst the rules that we are 

expected to adhere to may change and adapt, the principle of staying safe, 

washing your hands and keeping your distance are basic principles upon which we 

must all rely.  The wearing of face masks in shops and enclosed spaces has now 

become the norm. 

There are some positives that come out of this: it is good to see how our village 

has pulled together and indeed adapted quickly to a new way of life; we have 

seen an increased use of social media.  Some of the changes are likely to be here 

to stay – an increased in the number of people working from home will mean 

more people spending more time in the village and using village services.  In this 

respect, please remember the shop keepers who have done a first-class job in 

supplying us with our essentials and please ensure you use them once this 

pandemic is over. 

The Parish Council has continued to function, mainly by the use of Zoom.  Using 

this format is probably more challenging in debating issues but it allows us to 

continue to function.  We have seen the normal flow of planning applications and 

we are also involved in  the management of the village lighting , grass cutting, the 

maintenance of the churchyard, cemetery, allotments and the diverse range of 

amenity spaces that we are so lucky to have and be able to enjoy. 

During the year we saw four members of the Parish Council retire and we thanked 

them for their support, which as always is on a voluntary basis.  We also welcomed 

four new members to the Parish Council. 

The Neighbourhood Plan was adopted in 2019 and is now the guide for Parish 

Council in considering planning applications.  It is also a framework for the 

development of our community over the coming years. 

As you will be aware the Doctors’ Practice are in the process of carrying out a 

consultation on the Future of the Surgery in King’s Cliffe and we will learn more 

about the results of that consultation and the outcome of that process in 2021.  

The Parish Council have also formed a subgroup that is currently looking at the 

subject of Emergency Planning: how we as a community would react and work 

together in the event that the village was affected by some event, which was to 

cause a significant disruption to our village life. 

We look forward to 2021 and a time when the current restrictions will be relaxed 

and life will return to some ‘normality’.  Have a Happy New Year. 

Andrew Howard (Chairman) 

01780 470799    clerk@kingscliffeparishcouncil.co.uk    www.kingscliffeparishcouncil.co.uk 
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King’s Cliffe Gardeners’ Association 
We’re hoping to get back to regular meetings in early 2021 and will be in touch as 
soon as they are permitted.  The programme is already in place and we have 

managed to secure bookings for the speakers that we missed out on in 2020.  

Meanwhile, here are some winter gardening tips to keep us busy. 

Pick a day with a bit of sunshine and treat body and soul, and your garden, to a bit 
of a lift.  Dig over borders adding manure to prepare your soil for next year.  

Worms and frost will help break up clods of soil too.  Do some winter pruning e.g. 

wisteria – cut back summer side shoots to 2 or 3 buds; climbing roses – remove 

diseased or damaged growth, tie in new shoots to their support (and other 
climbers as well), prune older flowered side shoots back by two thirds of their 

length; prune Japanese maple/acers if needed and also vines – these bleed sap if 

pruning is left any later. 

Leave faded flower heads on your hydrangeas until spring to provide frost 
protection to swelling buds further down the stems, although you could steal one 

or two for a winter flower arrangement.  Harvest holly with berries for Christmas 

wreaths: just stand them in a bucket of water until you’re ready to use them. 

In the vegetable garden, remove yellow leaves from winter brassicas and cover 

with netting.  Dig a trench for next year’s beans and fill with compostable kitchen 
waste and recover with soil: over the next few months this will rot down and 

dramatically improve the growing conditions.  Keep fleece to hand to protect 

hardy salad crops such as ‘winter gem’ lettuce, land cress, corn salad.  Fruit trees 

will benefit from pruning to maintain and open structure – not plums, cherries 
and other stone fruits which need to wait until summer to prevent silver leaf 

fungus.  Lift and divide established clumps of rhubarb to encourage the parent 

plant’s vigour.  Sections taken from the outside of the plant do better than those 

from the centre. 

Other jobs to be done: wash down garden tools and wipe with linseed oil on 

wood and metal areas to keep in good condition.  Clean out water butts – they’ll 

quickly fill with fresh rain water!  Get rid of slimy patches on patio, driveway or 

steps.  Finally, keep the colourful wrappers of Quality Street sweets: they’re made 
from cellulose, derived from wood pulp so can be added to your compost heap! 

Lindsay Kubicki 

Greetings from Sidmouth 
What a strange year 2020 has been for us all!  But despite lockdowns I keep going 

and get out when I am able.  I am very happy living in Sidmouth and enjoy the sea 

air!  I think of my friends in King’s Cliffe often and, as Advent draws near, I wish 
you every blessing for Christmas and the New Year. A special thank you to Barbara 

Wilshaw for regularly sending  me the Gazette.  I so appreciate reading it and 

staying connected.  Thank you Barbara.                                                       Josie Russell 
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From the Director of Public Health, Northants County Council 
I am writing to you directly, as we enter the winter period, to inform you of the 

current situation relating to COVID-19 in Northamptonshire and specifically the 

areas in which you live.  I’m also going to share some key tips to help you and 

your families stay safe during the winter period and how to access support if you 

need to self-isolate, if you become unwell, or if you require help with shopping, 

medication or loneliness. 

We are currently seeing the largest rise in cases in Northamptonshire since the 

first national lockdown.  Positive cases range across all age groups, but 

significantly are largest in the age groups from 10-59.  We know that these age 

groups are amongst the most sociable, go to school, university or work, and may 

be involved in the care of others, children and/or older people. 

Worryingly, we are also seeing a rise in cases amongst those aged over 60. This 

age group is the group that are most likely to become severely unwell should they 

get COVID-19.  They may need to stay in hospital and sadly, as we are starting to 

see once again, more of this age group are likely to die from the virus. 

Transmission can easily spread within families, especially where children and 

parents mix with grandparents and particularly in indoor settings.  Whilst we 

recognise the importance of social interaction, we would recommend that, if you 

have to work with or care for someone who is older or more vulnerable, or if you 

ordinarily mix with grandparents, that you consider reducing your social contacts 

elsewhere, or move your interactions with those older, more vulnerable contacts 

to an online format where possible during the winter period. 

The introduction of recent national lockdown guidance will help us to reduce 

community transmission of the virus.  Community transmission is where the virus 

spreads in households with people mixing in indoor spaces in particular.  We 

would recommend that, where anyone enters your home, or you theirs, for 

example for childcare purposes, that everyone wears a face covering, maintains a 

two-metre social distance, and keeps interactions as short as possible.  Continue 

to wash your hands regularly and clean any surfaces or contact points such as 

door handles, cupboard handles and taps. 

If you have any concerns about whether you may have COVID-19, need to get a 

test, need more support for someone who is vulnerable or need to check the 

current guidance and what you can and cannot do, visit Northamptonshire County 

Council website www.northamptonshire.gov.uk 

continued overleaf ... 
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We all need to work hard to ensure that case numbers reduce in our local area, to 

ensure that we keep the people we love safe, and so that we can return to a more 

normal way of living as soon as possible when the national measures come to an 

end.  We are all in this together and all of our actions contribute to the outcomes 

we face.  Let’s continue to work together, to wash our hands regularly, to wear 

our face coverings and to keep two metres from others.                   Lucy Wightman 
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News from Bulwick 
Act of Remembrance Service: On Sunday 8th November a service was conducted 

alongside the War Memorial which is situated in the churchyard.  Those who 

attended observed Covid-19 restrictions including social distancing, face coverings 

and were possibly registering on the QR Track and Trace register.  Bugler Lloyd 

Preston played the Last Post and Reveille, Tower Captain Chris Burgess tolled the 

church bell and the names from the List of the Fallen from Bulwick & 

Blatherwycke were read out by Churchwarden Alma O’Neill and for Laxton parish 

by churchwarden Michael Harrison.  The wreath was placed on the war memorial 

by Rupert Conant whilst one of the younger members of the parish, Elliot Field, 

placed a Remembrance Cross on the WW1 grave of Private A Pheasant.  The 

service was brief but meaningful and, despite the social distancing, all who 

attended were united in ‘remembering’. 

Dress A Girl Group:  Although we have not been able to meet up for most of this 

year, if all goes well, we will return after Easter 2021 but probably in a different 

way.  All that the group does by producing items for those in need around the 

world are still required, so continue to do what you can until we meet again. 

Thank you to all who help:  This has undoubtedly been a difficult year to try and 

maintain some routine, but there has been much-valued assistance from those 

who have been cleaning the church, winding the clock, donating to help church 

funds, and keeping watch to ensure the security of the building and churchyard 

are kept safe.  Many thanks for all your help and assistance.  Hopefully 2021 will 

evolve with a new way of life so we can get back together and move forward with 

optimism.  Wishing you all good health and happiness. 

St Nicholas/Christingle Service:  The annual St Nicholas/Christingle service will be 

held online this year on 6th December.  Traditionally the offertory collection has 

always been donated to The Children’s Society so, if you able to donate to this 

worthy cause, you can do so here.  Hopefully we will be back in church next 

December. 

St Nicholas Church opening times:  The church is open for Private Prayer on 

Sundays from 10:00am to 12 noon.  It is as Covid-19 secure as is possible; you are 

required to wear a face covering and adhere to Covid-19 restrictions.  Please 

check the church noticeboard for any changes or updates. 

Seasons greetings to you all.                             Alma O’Neill, Churchwarden (450300) 

https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/how-you-can-help/donate#make-a-donation
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Transition King’s Cliffe  for environment and community 

TKC Virtual Christmas Fair 2020:  We’ve all had to miss 

out on a lot this year including the ever popular 

Transition King’s Cliffe Christmas Fair.  However, all is not 

lost!  If you still have Christmas shopping to do, have a 

look at the small local businesses taking part in this year’s 

Virtual Fair.  For more information about the fair and 

participating businesses go to our website: 

https://www.transitionkingscliffe.org.uk/events.  

Our participants will be self-promoting on the TKC Facebook page throughout 

December.  You’ll be amazed at the amount of local talent we have, so why not 

buy local and reduce the carbon footprint of Christmas shopping.   

Augean:  Augean has acquired an option to purchase approximately 90 acres of 

land adjacent to its existing East Northants Resource Management Facility landfill 

site on Stamford Road in King’s Cliffe in order to expand operations.  This will 

bring the dump closer to the village.  Unlike the original application in 2006, this 

does not have to be approved by local or county councils as it is considered to be 

a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP).  However, local comments 

and objections, which must be lodged by 14th December, have to be taken into 

account by the Planning Inspectorate, an impartial body.  Details of the proposal 

and contact details can be found at https://www.augeanplc.com/enrmf-planning 

Friends of Fineshade have created an excellent guide to what the proposals mean, 

the impact and how to object at https://www.fineshade.org.uk/augean 

This stage of the consultation is ‘pre-application’.  If you are concerned about this 

application and want to comment please do so as soon as possible.  If you have no 

concerns about the expansion or its impact on King’s Cliffe then you can also 

comment as such.  Whether you ask Augean to change their mind, or change the 

details or carry out more surveys, they are legally bound to record what you’ve 

said and to present your comments if they decide to go ahead with the plan as it 

stands at the moment.  Please contact me if you would like further information. 

Wildplaces: Unfortunately, due to the current restrictions, our ‘bonfire day’ in 

November had to be scaled back in terms of volunteers.  However a small team 

were able to take up the challenge and over a few days tidied up and succeeded 

in burning off all the brash and branches in the railway cutting near to Meadow 

Bridge.  Now this is clear, we should see more flora here next year, and the 

increased light level might help to dry up the footpath as well.  

https://www.transitionkingscliffe.org.uk/events
https://www.augeanplc.com/enrmf-planning
https://www.fineshade.org.uk/augean
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For December we are looking to gather on King’s Cliffe Meadow to cut back the 

brambles from the edges.  There are currently 20 or so black Hebridean sheep on 

the site which are doing the conservation grazing for us, which keeps this nature 

reserve in tip-top shape.  However they have a tendency to get caught up on the 

long bramble shoots, so we will be cutting these back to give them an easier time! 

We aim to be there from 10.30am on Sunday 13th December for a couple of 

hours.  If you want to help out on this easy job, then please bring gloves and 

secateurs. This is a large site where we can work well distanced from each other, 

so should be fine from the Covid perspective.  However please let me know at 

kcwildplaces@gmail.com if you are coming along, so I can let you know if plans 

need to change. 

On Sunday 10th January we are hoping to be in the railway cutting near to the 

Kingsmead entrance, to clear some of the willows and other growth which is 

beginning to choke the area.  Again, do let me know if you want to get involved, 

as I will send out more details on email before the date.  Also keep an eye on our 

Facebook page for general updates. 

The new footpath by Meadow Bridge is proving really popular, which is great. 

However it does mean that the clay has turned to mush and its really quite muddy 

now.  We do have a plan to surface it, so watch this space over the next month or so! 

Contact:  To get involved or for more information, please get in touch: 

info@transitionkingscliffe.org.uk  www.transitionkingscliffe.org.uk 

 Transition Kings Cliffe                                                                             Charles Tomalin 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/Transitionkingscliffe/
http://www.transitionkingscliffe.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/groups/Transitionkingscliffe/
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Nature Notes for December and January 
Perhaps the fascination many of us have with owls stems from the fact that they 

have forward-facing, penetrating eyes which gives them more obvious faces than 

other birds.  Their ability to swivel their necks in order to see behind only adds to 

their appeal.  There are numerous species distributed throughout the world and 

we are fortunate to be able to find several of them locally. 

Even though we associate owls with the night, several species can actually be 

seen during daylight hours.  Our smallest resident, the Little Owl, is most often 

seen perching on low vantage points such as fence posts and fallen trees during 

the day, although it hunts mainly at dusk.  They were originally introduced to 

Britain by the Romans to control an infestation of Cockroaches.  It has clearly  

been successful as I haven’t seen one of those since visiting an old brick works in 

my student days. 

A regular winter visitor to Fenland areas is 

the Short Eared Owl that usually rests on 

the ground hidden from view before 

emerging to hunt in early afternoon, 

often from very close at hand.  They then 

glide effortlessly, low above the ground as 

they search for voles.  Although they are 

large birds, they can still be robbed of 

their prey.  I have witnessed an owl 

pounce on a vole only to have it 

immediately snatched away by a Kestrel, 

a smaller but much faster raptor. 

Locally, Barn Owls can be seen around 

dawn and dusk as they hunt along 

hedgerows and grassy field margins. 

Caught in car headlights at night the 

snowy white breast feathers and 

underwings are impossible to miss.  I 

once followed a Barn Owl for several 

hundred metres at a very slow speed, 

holding it in the beam of light.  It took 

full advantage as it hovered and 

dropped to earth before moving on to 

maintain the hunt.  That was a magical, once in a lifetime experience. 
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Tawny Owls, resident in 

our local woods, are 

purely nocturnal and can 

be heard calling  after 

nightfall.  In the still 

hours their hooting 

carries a long way.  They 

nest in holes in trees and 

increasingly in nest 

boxes placed around 3 

metres up, close to the 

main trunk.  These young owlets were removed from their nest box for ringing 

before being returned to their parents, who readily accepted them back and 

continued to raise them. 

Feeding silently in the tops of tall Larch and Pine trees, local woods are now 

hosting winter visiting Crossbills that have arrived from Northern Europe.  The 

pine cones they are consuming are tough and difficult to digest so the birds need 

a regular water intake from puddles and small ponds.  Your attention may be 

attracted by a chorus of harsh notes as they prepare to take flight.  This year an 

exceptionally rare Parrot-billed Crossbill is a member of the flock but is much 

harder to find.  In normal years there will probably be less than 10 of these birds 

in the entire country so to find one was a real stroke of luck.                       Fledgling 
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The Way We Were 
Local newspapers from the 1840s onwards carry many reports of generosity 

and charity during the Christmas and New Year season to help the many poor 

families then in the village.  The Rector, Archdeacon Henry Kaye Bonney, and 

his wife were among the benefactors, as was reported in the Stamford 

Mercury of 21st December 1841: 

Archdeacon Bonney distributed last week upwards of 70 stone of fine beef, 

and a portion of bread, to nearly 200 families in this parish.  The beef was 

cut up in pieces of 4lb and upwards, according to the number of children, 

and given out to the applicants by the Archdeacon.  Mrs Bonney is the 

patroness of a large Clothing Club, aided by the inhabitants, which enables 

the subscribers to purchase good warm clothing for the winter. 

By his Will in 1868, the Revd John Law – a descendant of the Law family of 

King’s Cliffe – left a legacy of £622, the interest on which was to buy clothing 

to be distributed among the poor by the Rector and Churchwardens on St 

Thomas’ Day, 21st December, each year.  For example, in 1889 Revd John 

Law’s Charity distributed 500 yards of calico and 240 yards of flannel. 

A reportedly very ancient tradition on St Thomas’ Day was for “poor widows 

of the village to call on the principal inhabitants to solicit alms.  The money 

collected was divided among them, generally amounting to several shillings 

each.” 

The turn of the year was also the season for payments to be made from the 

‘Sick and Dividing Clubs’ in the village.  These were small provident clubs set 

up in most of the public houses, usually organised by the landlords.  Their 

members paid a small amount each month into a fund on which they could 

draw if sickness prevented them from working.  Surplus funds at the end of 

the year were divided and shared among all the members.  In December 1928 

Sick and Dividing Clubs at the Red Lion Inn and Wheatsheaf Inn in Park Street, 

the Golden Ball Inn in Bridge Street and at the Cross Keys Inn all paid out what 

was effectively a Christmas bonus to their members.  A similar club had 

existed at the Turners’ Arms in West Street.  It was solely for woodturners and 

those concerned with the trade and, as the woodturners died out, so did the 

need for their Sick and Dividing Club. 

Sue Trow-Smith for King’s Cliffe Heritage 
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Tom and Florence Pollard at their house door in West Street, King’s Cliffe 

receiving a Royal British Legion Christmas parcel from local Branch Committee 

members Gordon Woolf (centre) and Ted Smith in the 1960s. 
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OUR CONTINUING SERVICES DURING THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC  

Although our offices are closed to the public and we are not providing face to face 

advice until further notice, we are still providing most of our specialist advice 

provision by telephone or email.  Our advisors are now working from home and are 

set up to effectively deal with ongoing referrals from agencies and members of the 

public calling us for advice.  Please note, our self-funded Immigration Service is 

temporarily suspended as we are unable to deliver this service by telephone. 

How to Contact Us: 

Telephone Service:  01604 621038  Our telephone service is available: 

Monday to Thursday: 10.00am–2.00pm and Fridays 10.00am–1.00pm. 

Contacting our various Projects:  

Our Projects are still operational by telephone and email.  They can be contacted 

on the following numbers.  Callers will be asked to leave a message and an advisor 

will call back as soon as possible. 

Financial Health and Wellbeing Service funded by British Gas Energy Trust 

providing Benefits, Debt and Energy advice for people who are experiencing ill 

health or have a disability. Tel: 01604 235709, or email 

financialhealth@communitylawservice.org.uk  

Health Agencies including GP surgeries and Mental Health services and voluntary 

sector health support services using above contact details, or via 

www.communitylawservice.org.uk  

East Northants Project funded by East Northants Council, providing Debt & Benefit 

advice to residents within East Northants Council area. Tel: 01604 621038 

www.communitylawservice.org.uk 

Northamptonshire Energy Saving Service funded by National Grid’s Warm Homes 

Fund providing support for households to better afford energy bills including 

benefit advice and income maximisation, utility debt advice, tariff switching and 

energy efficiency advice . Tel: 01604 623700, or enquire via  

www.northamptonshireenergysavingservice.org.uk. 

CLS Head Office:  49-53 Hazelwood Road, Northampton, NN1 1LG. 

Tel: (01604) 621038 Fax: (01604) 232412.  We are a charity and welcome any 

voluntary donations to help support our advice services for local communities. 

Registered Charity 1128718. 

http://www.communitylawservice.org.uk
http://www.communitylawservice.org.uk
http://www.northamptonshireenergysavingservice.org.uk
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King’s Cliffe Ex-Servicemen's 
& Social Club 

 

We wish all our members a 
Merry Christmas and a  
Very Happy New Year  

 

We look forward to welcoming our members, and 
hopefully new members, when we reopen our doors 

after this very trying time. 
 

Once we are allowed to open we will reinstate the 
raffle and set a date for the Bingo afternoon in aid of 

the British Legion. 
 

Please watch out for update posts on local social 
media via our website page. 

 

We have decorated the club inside and out in 
anticipation of opening very soon so, while you are 

waiting, wander past and enjoy the festive scene. 
 

Remember, keep safe and stay well – 
– we need you back! 

 

Government guide lines will be strictly followed to ensure the 
safety of our members and staff at all times. 

 

New members welcome.   C.I.U Affiliated. 
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KING’S CLIFFE 
BAKERY 

68 WEST STREET 
KING’S CLIFFE 

Tel: 01780 470205 

DOOR TO DOOR DELIVERIES 

SHOP HOURS 
7AM TO 12 NOON 

MONDAY TO SATURDAY 

WHOLESALE AVAILABLE 

PHONE FOR PRICE LIST 

Village Pizzas 
Open Tue – Sat for 

Collection  4.30pm – 10pm 

or Delivery  6pm till 10pm 

01780 
784587 

View our Menu at 
www.villagepizzas.co.uk 

http://www.villagepizzas.co.uk
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Bespoke picture 
framing 

Oils, watercolour, textiles, etc. 
Large or small. 

Contact: 

FELICITY THISTLETHWAITE 
m: 07943 127979 

t: 01780 470275 

e: fthistlethwaite@ 
    rocketmail.com 
    www.efflejay.co.uk 
Member of the Fine Art Trade Guild  

Aromatherapy Products made in King’s Cliffe 

Discount code  

GAZ1220  

10% off all products 

 

 Skin Care 

 Essential Oils and Blends 

 Aromatic Hand Sanitiser 

 Posh Shower Gels 

 Massage Oils 

 Burners, Candles, Reed Diffusers 

 Lots of lovely present ideas 
 

PURE AROMATHERAPY .co.uk 
Buy online or contact Kate: 07961499018 or 

shop@purearomatherapy.co.uk. Can post or     

deliver to your doorstep if you’re local. 

MASSAGE THERAPY : REFLEXOLOGY : HOLISTICLIVING.co.uk 

http://www.efflejay.co.uk
https://www.purearomatherapy.co.uk/
https://www.purearomatherapy.co.uk/shop/fair-trade-elephant-cutwork-burner/
https://www.purearomatherapy.co.uk/
https://www.holisticliving.co.uk/
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Are your carpets and upholstery in need of a freshen up? 
Look no further! 

Fully trained and insured to clean carpets and upholstery 
for both domestic and commercial clients. 

Colin Smith is local to the area and can give you a 
competitive quote today. 

Don’t hesitate, give him a ring on  
01780 471015 or 07919857311  

Email:  mysmartcarpet@yahoo.co.uk 

Martin James 

The Village Sweep 

Your local chimney sweeping service. 

Stove repairs: rope seals, firebricks etc. 

Certificates issued.    Fully insured. 

07749 438567 

01780 470275 

mhj1@btinternet.com 
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R E Newton Ltd (Nassington) 
SPECIALIST CARPENTRY JOINERY & BUILDING WORK 

The Complete Refurbishment Specialist 

 Internal alterations to Extensions 

 Listed & Period Building Specialist 

 Hand Made Kitchens to your design and colour 

 Built in Wardrobes to cupboards/bookcases 

 Purpose made joinery – windows and doors 

Est. Since 1989 

www.renewton.com      Email: Edward@renewton.wanadoo.co.uk 

Tel:   Daytime 07831 256087   Evening 01780 782704 

FOR ALL YOUR CARPENTRY AND BUILDING NEEDS 

 

Crown Property Services 

Jonathon Hibbins 

Tel: 01780 783082 

Mobile: 07766 168659 

• Electrical & Plumbing 

• Renovations 

• Extensions 

• Kitchens & Bathrooms 

• Windows and Doors 

• Groundworks 

• Landscaping 

• Internal Refurbishment 

Old Sulehay Cottages, Yarwell, Peterborough, PE8 6PA. 

jonathon@hibbins.me 

http://www.renewton.com


Advertisements 

26 

K.C. PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
KING’S CLIFFE 

• Extensions, Renovations, 
Conversions etc. 

• Repointing, Patios, Paving. 

• Stonework, Brickwork, 
Garden Walls. 

• Groundworks & Footings. 

• Digger Hire & Driver. 

• Plastering. 

• Interior & Exterior Decorating. 

FOR FREE QUOTATIONS PLEASE CALL 

KEVIN CUNNINGTON 
07946 139754 

MATT CZEREMSZNSKY 
07984 956947 

 

Ranger 
Gas 
 

Servicing/Breakdown 

Installation of all Gas 
Appliances 

Oil/Gas/LPG 

Heat pumps/Solar 

Tel:  07824 443062 
Email: 
Jamieheating@gmail.com 
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THE IRONING MAIDEN 

Too much Ironing to handle? 

Let the Ironing Maiden 
take care of it for you. 

Collection & Delivery 

Same Day Delivery 

16 years’ experience 

Open Monday to Friday 

Tel: 07432 242691 

Email: 
no1ironmaiden@gmail.com 

E.M.DORMAN 
FUNERAL DIRECTOR Dip.F.D. 

A family concern 
giving a 24 hour 

personal service to all areas 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 

Golden Charter 
Pre-Paid Plans Available 

Tel: Uppingham 
01572 823976 

CROWSONS 
D.W. Gunn DipFD 

A FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS 
SERVING THE COMMUNITY 

FOR OVER ONE HUNDRED YEARS 
 
 

 
 
 
 

BARNWELL, OUNDLE, PETERBOROUGH, PE8 5PS 

01832 
272269 

01832 
272269 

• Caring personal attention 
• Chapels of rest 
• 24 hour service to all areas 
• Flowers and catering available 
• Memorials 
• Advice on Golden Charter pre-payment Schemes 
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Sports facilities available for hire by individuals or clubs including 

• Floodlit Netball and Tennis Courts (from £5 per hour) 
• Community room perfect for parties or meetings (£10 per hour) 
• Full size grass pitches (from £40 per match) 
• Floodlit MUGA 3G multi-use games area (from £25 per hour) 

To hire please contact Margaret on 0333 0062129, message us on 
Facebook or email enquiries@kcactive.co.uk 

Beautiful curtains, blinds and soft furnishings 
designed and created to compliment your home. 

 
 

For a free 
home consultation 

and quote call 
07957 686595  

www.georginascurtainsandkeepsakes.com 

https://www.georginascurtainsandkeepsakes.com/
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Eyebrook Wild 
Bird Feeds 

Quality garden birdseed at 
farm-gate prices, mixed on our 
nature-friendly farm near the 

Eyebrook Reservoir. 

Open Monday—Saturday 9am–3pm 
Sunday: 9am–12 noon 

Rectory Farm, Great Easton, LE16 8SN 

01536 770771 

www.eyebrookwildbirdfeeds.co.uk 

Yoga For You 
For Core Strength 
and Calm 

Mon: 9.30 Yoga, Laxton Village Hall, NN17 3AT. 

7.30pm Yoga, King’s Cliffe Memorial Hall. 

Tue: 5.45 & 7pm Yoga, Wansford Christie Hall. 

Wed: YOGACALM, a gentle class. 

7pm King’s Cliffe Memorial Hall, PE8 6XD. 

Thur: 10am Yoga, Wansford Christie Hall, PE8 6JS. 

4.30 Gentle/Chair Yoga and 6.30 Yoga at 

Easton-on-the-Hill Village Hall, PE9 3NN. 

£5 Welcome session, passes and Drop In 

options.  Beginners, Yoga Therapy, 1-1 

and small groups. 

Penny Taylor – Full Dip & Advanced Tutor 

pennyyoga@yahoo.co.uk  07960267986 

http://www.eyebrookwildbirdfeeds.co.uk
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Simba’s Den Day Nursery 
Main Street, Bulwick, NN17 3DY 

Outstanding homely childcare in an idyllic countryside location 

Open all year Monday to Friday 8am–6pm 

Fully funded 2 and 3 year old places available. 

Pre-school led by an early year’s professional. 

Close links to all schools. 

Weekly Ballet lessons from 2 years. 

Weekly forest school sessions at Fineshade wood. 

Lovely large outside area. 

Telephone: 01780 450937 

Email/Web: info@simbasden.co.uk   www.simbasden.co.uk 

 Early years education for children aged 2 – 4 

Growing a Love for Learning 
King’s Cliffe Endowed Pre-school offers the highest 

standards of care and play opportunities for children 

aged 2 to 4 years. 

Our ethos is to nurture and establish our children’s love 

for learning and exploration by providing the best 

possible experiences and opportunities. 

We now have an amazing Early Years Outdoor Area. 

Fully funded places available. 

For more information please contact the School Office 

on 01780 470259 or email katy.evans@kceps.co.uk 

We offer sessions that  

run from 9.00am until 3.00pm. 

 
Please visit our website at www.kingscliffeschool.co.uk for 

more information about our wonderful Pre-School  

King’s Cliffe Endowed 
Pre-School, 

Kings Forest, King’s Cliffe, 
PE8 6XS. 

http://www.simbasden.co.uk
http://www.kingscliffeschool.co.uk


Gazette Contacts 

During the Coronavirus Restrictions, contact can only be made by email. 

Editor (Articles, News and Events): David Teall,  gazette@kingscliffe.church 

Commercial Advertising: Andrea Fern,  andrea.fern@avus-consulting.co.uk 

The next online Gazette will be the edition for February 2021. 

The Closing Date for copy for online editions is the 20th of the previous month. 

The Gazette is published by All Saints and St James Church, King’s Cliffe 

as a service to the community.  It is written, edited and distributed by 

volunteers from all three parishes.  An electronic version is available here: 

www.kingscliffe.church/gazette 


