
18th Sunday after Trinity 

Collect:  Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us your gift of faith that, forsaking what lies 
behind and reaching out to that which is before, we may run the way of your commandments and 
win the crown of everlasting joy; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns 
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

Philippians 4.4–9:  Rejoice in the Lord always, again I will say Rejoice.  5 Let your gentleness be 
known to everyone.  The Lord is near.  6 Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer 
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  7 And the peace of 
God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
8 Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honourable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, 
whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything 
worthy of praise, think about these things.  9 Keep on doing the things that you have learned and 
received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you.  

Gospel Matthew 22.1–14:  Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying:  2 ‘The kingdom of 
heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son.  3 He sent his slaves 
to call those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come.  4 Again he 
sent other slaves, saying, “Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my 
oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding 
banquet.”  5 But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his business, 
6 while the rest seized his slaves, maltreated them, and killed them.  7 The king was enraged.  He 
sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city.  8 Then he said to his slaves, 
“The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy.  9 Go therefore into the main streets, 
and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.”  10 Those slaves went out into the streets 
and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with guests.  

But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing a 
wedding robe, 12 and he said to him, “Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?” 
And he was speechless.  13 Then the king said to the attendants, “Bind him hand and foot, and 
throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 
14 For many are called, but few are chosen.’  

Reflection by Philip Davies: 
What has surprised you most in recent months during the pandemic?  One big thing.  The depth of 

human kindness, compassion and service.  Feelings of fear.  The isolation.  The feeling of being 

challenged like never before. 

When Jesus told a parable he often surprised people and he often surprised them by the way 

within them, he conveyed God’s love and wisdom.  He encouraged those listening to think about 

who they might be in the parable and his teaching approach was to really challenge people about 

their understanding of God and of their priorities in life.  The Good Samaritan and The Prodigal 

Son are only found in Luke’s Gospel and they are good to return to and think about.  The parables 

in Matthew’s Gospel can be harder to engage with and we need reminding that he wrote at a time 

of conflict between the synagogues and the Christian communities.  Jesus did use exaggeration in 

his analogies but Matthew further embellishes to make the point of a parable even more explicit. 

This is helpful to remember in the two related parables that we have listened to today.  The 

wedding banquet and the man who is revealed at the banquet as a fraud.  Our hymn and the 

telling in Luke’s Gospel of a similar parable means that we probably have made a fuller connection 

with the first parable.  The generous invitation by the king to a wedding banquet, the excuses 



given by the well healed for not attending and the king then extending out the invitation to all 

including to the poorest and most excluded.  Can we identify with someone in this parable?  

If it is the person inviting the guests we might be surprised by his extreme reaction to those who 

do not come.  The violence reminds me of the storytelling in the opening scene of a James Bond 

film where often there is a lot of violence and disruption but at the end of the scene we are left in 

no doubt that the hero is back and he is sorting things out.  “You only live twice. You’re only 

invited once.”  “The man with the Golden Gun.”  “The Father of the Groom with had a Short Fuse.”  

“Never say never no when invited to the wedding.”  “The Good, the bad and those previously 

excluded.” 

If we identify with the excuse makers, we may feel that they are  harshly treated by the King but 

Jesus chooses a situation, a wedding reception, which is at the heart of human relationships and 

not about attending an event for networking or to attend out of duty.  This is a big family, 

community party and opting out is seen to be done for selfish wrong and unconsidered reasons.  If 

we identify with the ones who do come either in the first batch of the usually forgotten and the 

ones not expecting an invitation or in Luke’s version the later group of the even more forgotten 

Cinderellas, then perhaps we are remembering an unexpected invitation received to a gathering, 

by a neighbour, a work colleague or someone we hardly felt we knew.  

We might also be thinking about how God’s love has reached and touched us.  And with that in 

mind let’s think more about the man who is dressed up for the party but is thrown out by security.  

Now again this may have happened to you.  Or maybe not being thrown out but getting the dress 

code wrong, not realising it was fancy dress or being there but wishing you were somewhere else. 

So what is going on?  Well I think we are being asked again to notice that Jesus is talking 

particularly about some religious leaders.  Both he and John the Baptist criticised the way many of 

them dressed up in fine robes as though their very appearance gave them authority over others.  

And worse than this they showed no interest in the peoples’ lives, took decisions that made life 

harder for the poorest and their judgemental attitudes frightened people into obeying harsh laws 

and even worse to fear God as violent and cruel.  They did not want to try to understand people’s 

needs and they kept the people from encountering the love, compassion and wisdom of God. 

In this parable we find the opposite of the Harry Potter Invisibility Cloak.  That cloak can enable 

good to prevail, for relationships to be mended and the wicked motives to be exposed.  In the 

parable the man’s clothing shows him up as a hypocrite, as someone pretending to be who he is 

not and whose motives are entirely selfish, all about me.  Sometimes the motives of a wealthy and 

seemingly generous benefactor can be fake.  But here Jesus is directing attention not just to these 

but more so to those religious leaders who have no genuine compassion for people and yet enjoy 

a range of privileges and benefits that keep them separated from ever really understanding or 

trying to understand human need.  Holy they might try to be or even appear, but they are getting 

things horribly wrong.  

In the parable of the prodigal son it is the prodigal father who is waiting to reach out in love to 

both of his sons, who organises a feast, a banquet so that all can come together and he places a 

cloak on the younger son who has selfishly but unsurprisingly got things wrong and made 

mistakes.  The message of this parable is a positive affirmation of God’s wisdom, compassion and 

love.  A door now opens for a new start, the looking beyond self, the going the extra mile for 

others and encouraging all of us to let our compassion for others motivate the way we live, and 

the decisions and the actions we take. 


