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The Gazette and Coronavirus 
Although there are still very few events to publicise or report upon we believe 

that there is value in publishing the Gazette online to share the ways in which we 

are coping with the lockdown and to create a record of them. 

For the benefit of future historians, the following is a brief synopsis of the changes 

to the lockdown regulations during June: 

From Monday 1st June:  Up to six people were permitted to meet outside, with 

those from different households required to strictly observe social distancing 

measures.  These meetings can take place in parks and public places and in 

gardens and other private outdoor spaces. 

Primary schools were able to welcome back children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 

6 and nurseries and other early-years settings could be reopened. 

Outdoor markets and car showrooms were able to reopen provided they met 

COVID-19 secure guidelines to protect shoppers and workers. 

From Monday 15th June:  Households containing one person, or one adult and 

children, could form a ‘support bubble’ with one other household. 

Non-essential shops, Zoos and Safari Parks were allowed to reopen if they 

complied with social distancing rules. 

Face coverings became compulsory on public transport and for hospital visitors 

and outpatients. 

Places of worship were permitted to open for Private Prayer. 

Secondary schools, sixth forms and colleges could begin to provide some face-to-

face contact time for Year 10 and 12 and equivalent groups. 

The slogan used at the daily briefings from Number 10 remained the same 
throughout June: 

 

The Alert Level for the whole of the United Kingdom was reduced to Level Three 

on 19th June: 

 
David Teall (gazette@kingscliffe.church) 
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The Benefice of 
King’s Cliffe, Bulwick & Blatherwycke and Laxton 

Incumbent Revd Canon Philip Davies 470314 

Reader David Teall 450407 

Co-ordinator (General Enquiries) Katy Evans office@kingscliffe.church 

Clerk (Baptisms & Weddings) Sophy Jubb clerk@kingscliffe.church 

Churchwardens 

King’s Cliffe Felicity Thistlethwaite 470275 

 Andrea Fern 07970 151926 

Bulwick & Blatherwycke Alma O’Neill 450300 

Laxton Michael Harrison 450362 

 Rupert Boyle 450260 

Church Services 
We cannot at the present time use our churches for public worship or other 

gatherings.  King’s Cliffe Church is open for private prayer.  Details of the days and 

times when it is open are on the Church door.  There is an online service each 
week and resources are available for use.  We are also keeping in touch with all 

those unable to access these. 

Online Services:  The online service is posted on our website every Sunday 

morning.  The services are led by Revd Canon Philip Davies and include 
contributions from other members of the Ministry Team, members of our 

congregations and members of the King’s Cliffe Church Choir, all recorded 

individually in their own homes. 

Morning Prayer:  Philip says Morning Prayer each day at 8.30am in King’s Cliffe 
Church and can include any special prayer requests.  You can download Prayers at 

Home and a short version of Night Prayer for use at home. 

Prayer Requests:  If you have a prayer request for yourself or someone you know, 

please fill in our Request Form.  All are welcome to use this service. 

Funerals: Funerals have been taking place at the crematorium or at the graveside.  

Only immediate family members have been attending which has largely meant 

spouse or partner, parents and children, all keeping their distance in the 

prescribed way.  We hope to make our churches available for funerals and will do 

so when this can be safely done.  There will need to be restricted attendance in 
line with social distancing requirements.  Should a family wish, a Memorial Service 

can later be arranged for a date that will be beyond the current crisis. 

Weddings and Baptisms: At the present time these cannot take place in church. 

https://kingscliffe.church/online-services/
https://kingscliffebenefice.files.wordpress.com/2020/03/prayersathome.pdf
https://kingscliffebenefice.files.wordpress.com/2020/03/prayersathome.pdf
https://kingscliffebenefice.files.wordpress.com/2020/03/benefice-night-prayer-service-cv19-1.pdf
https://forms.gle/mgMMfBQbhgmczWGk8


Church Notices 

4 

From the Parish Priest 
Welcome Keir, Caroline and Calum Dow 

The training of clergy for Parish ministry is a task that our Diocese takes 

very seriously.  These clergy will be the leaders of our churches in the 

future and so it is a great privilege for us that Keir Dow will continue his 

call to ordained ministry by becoming Curate in our Benefice. 

Keir, Caz and Calum moved into the Rectory in Easton-on-the-Hill in May 

and in normal times Keir would have been ordained Deacon in Peterborough 

Cathedral on Sunday 28th June.  All ordinations have had to be delayed, 

probably until the autumn, so until then Keir is being licensed by the 

Bishop as a full-time lay minister. 

Keir has provided an introduction to himself and his family below and in 

the recorded service on Sunday 28th June I will talk with Keir about his 

journey to ordination and his hopes for his ministry in our Benefice in the 

years ahead. 

In the recorded service on Sunday 12th July, Steve Benoy, the Diocesan 

Director of Ordinands, will be the speaker and we will hear from him more 

about Keir’s role and how, as communities, we can support Keir in the 

coming years.                                                                                      Philip Davies 

From the Assistant Curate 
I am delighted to be able to write this little note of introduction now that 

the move into the benefice has actually happened. 

My name is Keir and I am very lucky 

to become the Curate for the 

benefice of King’s Cliffe including 

Laxton, Bulwick-with-Blatherwyke, 

Collyweston and Easton on the Hill. 

Cazzie, Calum and myself are all very 

pleased to be settling in at the 

rectory in Easton-on-the-Hill and our 

move from Castor went remarkably 

well. 
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In these unusual times it has been very difficult as we are unable to get to 

know people in the benefice.  We are very grateful for the smiling faces 

and warm welcomes from the people we have met when walking Lexie, 

our yellow Labrador. 

At the end of this term I will have been working as a teacher for 20 years.  

First as a PE teacher, then as a science teacher and most recently as a 

SENDCo.  It has been my responsibility to plan and organise the huge 

range of support needs for the young people at my school.  Alongside this 

I have been studying for a diploma in Theology, Ministry and Mission.  This 

has taken 3 years and I now feel ready for the big change in career that 

God has placed before me. 

We are all very keen on Rugby in this household.  

Calum (13) plays for Oundle rugby club and has 

missed playing in recent months.  I used to play 

for many years but unfortunately had to retire.  

We have travelled far and wide to watch various 

Rugby teams.  As I was born in Glasgow I am an 

avid Scotland fan.  Calum has decided to take after 

me and support the boys in blue.  This makes me 

very proud but as Cazzie is English she is less 

pleased with this! 

I was due to be ordained on 28th June this year but this has been 

postponed until later in the year.  Despite this I am very much looking 

forward to getting to know the people of this community and be able to 

serve you, whatever your faith. 

Every Blessing.                                                                                          Keir Dow 

From the Parish Registers 
We extend our thoughts and prayers to all those who are bereaved 

remembering particularly the family and friends of: 

Noel John Aspill 

Michael Derek Randell 

Joan Elizabeth Schulze 
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Food Basket 
There is a Food Basket in the North Door Porch of the church in King’s 

Cliffe.  Donations of any non-perishable food can be added to the basket. 

If you are in need of any extra food please help yourself. 

To observe Social Distancing Guidelines, please only enter the porch 

if no-one else is there. 

We can also issue Food Bank vouchers for Stamford Food Bank.  Please 

contact either the Church Office by email: office@kingscliffe.church 

or ring Philip Davies 01780 470314. 

Citizens Advice have a Stamford Food Bank Helpline: 01476 249069. 

Further information on Food Banks can be found on the Trussell Trust website. 

Oundle Food Bank can deliver: contact number 07907 216144. 

Readings and Prayers for the Sundays in July 

5 July NT Romans 7 v15–25a 
Fourth Sunday after Trinity Gospel Matthew 11 v16–19, 25–30 
We pray for all the residents of Laxton. 

12 July NT Romans 8 v1–11 
Fifth Sunday after Trinity Gospel Matthew 13 v1–9, 18–23 
We pray for all those who live in Willow Lane, Wood Lane, Stamford Road, 
Wansford Road and Wood Road, King’s Cliffe. 

19 July NT Romans 8 v12–25 
Sixth Sunday after Trinity Gospel Matthew 13 v24–30, 36–43 
We pray for our Parish Priest, Curate, Reader, Churchwardens, PCC and Church 
Groups and for those in training for Ministry. 

26 July NT Romans 8 v26–39 
Seventh Sunday after Trinity Gospel Matthew 13 v31–33, 44–52 
We pray for our MP, parish, district and county councillors, voluntary trustees of 
local charitable organisations and local groups working for the community. 

A Prayer for every day 

Keep us, good Lord, under the protection of your mercy in this time of uncertainty 
and distress.  Stay close to all frontline workers, sustain and support those who 
are sick and comfort all who are troubled in their mind, that they may find 
strength knowing that you are near.  Amen. 

https://www.trusselltrust.org/coronavirus-food-banks/
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Church Coffee Mornings 
I hope you are all keeping well and safe while we are keeping our distance from 

everyone at this time.  It has been relaxed a little but please still be careful. 

It may be some time yet before we can get together for our monthly coffee and 

chats.  Having this time apart makes us realise how important these Church Coffee 

Mornings are and how much we miss them.                                           Sheila Jackson 

King’s Cliffe Gardeners’ Association 
Our hard work since lockdown, and indeed before, is 

really paying off this month in the garden.  Flowers, 

shrubs, climbers all look really good and bring 

pleasure to us and our neighbours.  Lettuce, spinach, 

broad beans, beetroot, radish, rhubarb, raspberries, 

strawberries and other soft fruits and lots of herbs 

are all ready for picking with promise of many more 

crops to come with ample warmth and rain. 

Meanwhile, we still have jobs to do this month.  Keep 

on top of deadheading to enjoy a longer flowering 

season.  Stake as required.  Water well, using grey 

water where possible.  Hoe regularly to deter the 

weeds.  Transplant seedlings of winter/spring 

flowering plants into seed trays or small pots. 

Use a spray on roses for the control of rust, black spot and mildew.  Pinch out tips 

of shoots on chrysanthemums to encourage branching out to carry more blooms.  

Sowings can be made of alyssum, saxatile, aquilegia, armeria, campanula, 

coreopsis, lychnis, delphinium, myosotis, pansy, penstemon, physalis, pyrethrum 

and helianthemum.  Around this time you can also sow biennials such as sweet 

William and Canterbury bells for planting out in autumn.  Don’t let onions dry out 

as this will affect size of crop.  Remove side shoots on tomatoes and stop the 

plants when 4-5 trusses have been produced.  Feed these and also aubergines, 

cucumbers and peppers regularly with a high potash liquid fertiliser eg tomato 

feed.  Continue to make sowings of carrot, lettuce and spinach.  Sowings of broad 

bean The Sutton and dwarf French beans can still be made until the middle of the 

month.  Pot-grown sweet corn can be planted out and it is best to place the plants 

in blocks rather than rows spacing them out about 45cm (18″) apart each way.  At 

this time herbs such as thyme and sage produce fresh healthy new stems which if 

cuttings are taken will quickly root.                                                          Lindsay Kubicki 
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King’s Cliffe Parish Council 
Parish Council Meetings:  The Parish council is continuing to meet via Zoom on 

the second Thursday of each month.  We will continue to do so until the current 

restrictions are lifted. 

Road and Path Maintenance:  The County Council have been undertaking some 

remedial work in the village: they are looking to resurface the entrance to the 

Dovecote shortly.  If you identify any potholes or other problems please report 

them to Street Doctor on  https://fixmystreet.northamptonshire.gov.uk.  Keep 

reporting: the more reports the quicker the action. 

Soakaway, Wood Road / Oak Lane:  The work on repairing the soakaway at the 

bottom of the Green adjacent to Wood Road / Oak Lane, has still not been 

undertaken.  As soon as we have any news on this we will let you know. 

Pytchel:  The fencing at the bottom of the Pytchel has been replaced.  However, if 

you are using this quiet space with young children, please ensure that the gate is 

closed to ensure that they do not go near the river bank. 

Parish Council Vacancies:  With the enforced delays to the elections for all 

councils, a number of Parish Councillors have decided that they do not wish to 

extend their term of office and have stood down.  The Parish Council thanks them 

for their service.  This means that the Parish Council has four vacancies and is 

looking for volunteers to fill these positions until the new elections scheduled for 

May 2021.  If you are interested please contact the Clerk (details below). 

Almshouses:  We have seen that the Almshouses on the right as you leave the 

village on Bridge Street are for sale.  Whilst it is very disappointing that properties 

that were left for the use of the Village some 200 years ago should, after all this 

time, be sold we understand that the Main House is in need of significant repairs 

which the Charity is unable to fund.                                   Tracey Green (Parish Clerk) 

01780 470799    clerk@kingscliffeparishcouncil.co.uk    www.kingscliffeparishcouncil.co.uk 

Underground Duck Race 2020 
It is with great sadness, that we are having to cancel what we believe would have 

been the 23rd year of the annual King’s Cliffe Duck Race. 

The Duck Race has been the main fundraising event for Underground for the past 

few years and, in order not to totally miss out on the excitement of the Duck 

Race, we will be holding a Virtual Duck Race on July 5th 2020.  Our real ducks, 

however, will have to stay in lockdown!  We will, of course be awarding prizes for 

1st, 2nd and 3rd ducks:  1st £100, 2nd £50 and 3rd £25.  The winners of the 

Virtual Duck Race will be determined by a Random Number Generator. 

https://fixmystreet.northamptonshire.gov.uk/
http://www.kingscliffeparishcouncil.co.uk
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As we are not able to go door to door, 

we have had Duck Race Stations 

positioned around the village over the 

past few weeks to enable people to 

buy their ducks in a socially-distanced, 

secure manner, paying by contactless 

card or throwing cash into a bucket. 

You can still buy a duck! We will have a 

Duck Race Station on Forest Approach 

on Sunday 28th June from 10.00am to 

11.30am and also outside the shop at 

the top of West Street on Saturday 4th 

July from 8.00am to 10.00am. 

If you can’t make it to the Duck Race Station we can send you a payment link: just 

email to undergroundcentrecharity@gmail.com.  Please look out for your friends 

and neighbours who are not able to get to the stations or have the technology 

and buy a Duck for them too. 

Our normal fantastic Duck Race will return with a vengeance in 2021, but we hope 

you will support the virtual event this year. 

There has been much debate about when the first King’s Cliffe Duck Race was 

actually held.  We have had confident assertions ranging from 1984 to 1998 but 

we can’t prove it definitively.  Can anyone confirm the exact date?  A good 

debating opportunity whilst queuing (at a suitable distance) to buy your ducks! 

The Underground Youth Centre Trustees 

Keep Smiling 
1. Thinking life is what you make it 3. We need to see a smiling face 

Was how I got this far. To take away the fear. 

Always looking on the bright side People wrapped in gloves and masks, 

Or wishing on a star. Who are they?  No idea. 

2. This virus turned us upside down 4. Why don’t we just try common sense, 

No one knows what to do. Use it everyday. 

There’s so many clever people It might help – and if not 

Who have not got a clue. It’s back to hope and pray. 

Sue Riley 
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Transition King’s Cliffe  for environment and community 

Transition in the lockdown: As we ease gradually out of 

lockdown I’m sure many of us are thinking about how our 

behaviour has changed during this challenging period, and 

how much of that we would like to take forward.  In TKC we 

are focused particularly on how some of these behaviour 

changes have positively affected our environment and 

lifestyle.  Perhaps we could all reflect and have a think 

about how much of this can be maintained as part of our ‘new normality’.  Here 

are a few examples: 

Car usage:  This has decreased a lot during lockdown, resulting in less pollution 

and quieter roads.  It is now starting to get busier but there are things we can do 

to keep it lower than before, e.g. continue to walk/cycle more, shop less 

frequently and/or online, car share, change our leisure activities, work at home 

more if you can.  Anything that keeps driving to a minimum. 

Air travel:  Who hasn’t commented on how beautifully clear the skies have been?  

Maybe it’s time to have a serious think about how often we travel and our means 

of transport.  Air travel is a huge pollutant.  Should air travel be more expensive 

for heavy users?  Should cheap airlines really exist in a world on the brink of 

catastrophic climate change? 

Gardening has become hugely popular during lockdown.  Wouldn’t it be great if 

growing your own became the norm, resulting in increased self-sufficiency and 

sustainability? 

Mental health is such a key issue during times like this.  We live in a challenging 

world and it’s not likely to get any less so.  Walking, cycling, gardening, anything 

to do with experiencing and absorbing nature, have all been proven to be very 

beneficial for your mental wellbeing.  Good for the environment too, so long as 

you leave nothing but footprints and take nothing but photos! 

Buy local:  Fewer product miles – support local businesses and the local economy.  

We have become so used to convenience and getting things as cheaply as 

possible.  Maybe it’s time to accept and encourage some compromise in order to 

protect this beautiful planet of ours.  Time to see if something good can come out 

of this crisis that has and continues to result in such tragedy for so many people 

around the globe. 
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Allotment Mini plots:  The mini plots are looking great!  We have had some 

people leave and welcomed some new growers but all eight remain fully 

occupied.  I think all of us have enjoyed having the plot to go to during lockdown.  

We look forward to seeing everything grow over the summer. 

Bikefix:  We know that the last three months has seen an explosion in people’s 

use of their bikes, many of them seeing the light of day for the first time in years 

and as a result some serious maintenance issues may have shown up.  Therefore 

we have decided to get Bikefix running again from Saturday 1st August.  We will 

be on our usual pitch in Forest Approach from 10.00am to 12.00. 

Wildplaces:  As we are now entering peak butterfly season, look out for all sorts 

on the village field and the railway line near to Park Street bridge.  Marbled White, 

Small Heath and Meadow Browns are doing particularly well.  Did you know the 

collective noun for butterflies is a kaleidoscope?  How apt! 

Progress on the new footpath on the railway around Meadow Bridge is continuing 

slowly. We are still looking for more hands to help out, so get in touch if you can 

wield a spade! 

Community Minibus:  The Transition minibus has been suspended for the time 

being, but for activities later in the year do get in touch with 

mikehenchy19@gmail.com. 

Contact:  If you want more information about any of our activities or want to get 

involved, please get in touch: info@transitionkingscliffe.org.uk 

www.transitionkingscliffe.org.uk   Transition Kings Cliffe                 Charles Tomalin 

http://www.transitionkingscliffe.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/groups/Transitionkingscliffe/
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The Way We Were 

Covid-19 precautions this year have included closing schools across the 

country–an extraordinary event for us living in the 21st century, but our 

school records here show that this is nothing new.  The earliest Log Book 

from King’s Cliffe Endowed School covers the years from 1873 – when the 

school opened – to 1910.  In his daily entries, the Headmaster recorded 

instances of serious and some potentially deadly diseases breaking out in 

the village and affecting school attendance.  The diseases recorded most 

frequently were measles, scarlet fever (also called scarlatina), mumps, 

whooping cough and diphtheria: diseases for which there were no 

vaccines or antibiotic treatments. 

Larger family sizes and crowded living space meant that diseases were 

difficult to contain.  The census in 1901 shows us it was not uncommon for 

there to be three or four siblings of different ages attending school at the 

same time, so diseases could easily be spread there, as shown by the 

Headmaster’s record of school attendances.  On several occasions, with 

absences at a high level, the school was closed on the advice of the County 

Medical Officer of Health. 

In January 1880, the school was closed for three weeks because of scarlet 

fever and, whilst closed, the school was cleaned, lime-washed and re-

painted.  There were further closures for several weeks in 1888 and 1900 

because of scarlet fever.  In November 1895, when no fewer than forty-

three boys were absent with measles, the school was closed until after the 

Christmas holidays and again in 1905 when it  was closed ‘until the 

outbreak abated’, which took seven weeks.  In 1907 there were two 

outbreaks of diphtheria in the village, in April and October, and on both 

occasions the school was closed.  The October outbreak affected, not only 

thirty-four children at the school, but also two of the teachers.  When 

scarlet fever returned to the village again in November 1909, the 

Headmaster wrote in the Log Book: “The children have been warned to 

avoid the house where it has broken out.  Chlorine of lime is being used 

more freely than usual at school”. 
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Just as then, deep cleaning and staying away from other people are 

features of our response to the Covid-19 outbreak.  What is different for 

us today is that we have the National Health Service to provide free 

medical care for those who need it.  Until 5th July 1948, when the NHS 

was founded, things were very different: the care of doctors and nurses 

had to be paid for.  I was reminded of this by Rosemary Woolf who tells 

me she attended pre-natal clinics with Nurse Windross here in 1948.  For 

the clinics in May and June Rosemary paid 6d each time, but in July Nurse 

Windross told her there was nothing to pay – the National Health Service 

had arrived!  On the 5th July this year at 8pm there will be a special one-

off nationwide ‘Clap for the NHS’ to mark its 72nd anniversary. 

The picture below shows children at the school in 1909.  Rosemary 

Woolf’s Aunty, Elsie Weatherington, is sitting far left in the front row.  She 

would later become a missionary nurse during the First World War.  

Tragically, in 1919, among many thousands of others returning from the 

fighting at the end of the war, Elsie Weatherington lost her life to the 

influenza pandemic known as ‘Spanish Flu’. 

Sue Trow-Smith for King’s Cliffe Heritage 
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News from Bulwick 
With the exception of the supermarket delivery vans and other delivery services 

the village has been relatively quiet over the last few months; quiet, peaceful and 

a chance to enjoy the birds singing.  June weather started warm and sunny 

making the roses in the garden look splendid.  Walkers passing through taking in 

the views and cyclists racing through; all in all some sort of normality is returning.  

The tradesman returned to continue with the repairs to the shop, the sheep have 

been sheared and are now quite happy without their fleece, New Lodge Farm has 

been good at stocking essential supplies and Simba’s nursery re-opened, albeit for 

fewer days.  There has been a lot of adaptation including on-line church services 

and on-line editions of the Gazette, but somehow it has all worked well.  I hope it 

will not be too much longer before the pub and church can open the doors.  

Better days are on the horizon. 

St Nicholas Church:  Churches are now allowed to re-open for private prayer, 

albeit on a restricted basis.  Please see the church noticeboard for details of our 

opening times. 

Annual Bulwick Horticultural Show:  Sadly we will not stage the Outside Garden 

and Garden Containers classes this year.  After discussing with some of the 

exhibitors who normally take part in these classes, it seems that many have not 

been able to gather together the seeds and other materials that they would have 

needed to get their gardens into good order as Garden Centres have been closed.  

One or two said they may even try and find a holiday if the lockdown restrictions 

ease so these classes will not take place this year.  In August I will contact the 

current trophy holders and collect the cups and trophies so that they can be put 

aside but they will no doubt be back on display for the 2021 Show.  It is 

disappointing, but discussing with the judge we think it is the best way forward. 

Alma O’Neill, Churchwarden (450300) 

Laxton Village Hall 
During the last few months, we have not been able to go out and meet up with 

friends or family.  Many of us have got to grips with meeting virtually, both for 

work and pleasure, while key workers have continued to work for the benefit of 

the nation.  Laxton has taken part in the weekly applause for the NHS and key 

workers: we have stood in our doorways or ventured to the end of our drives to 

clap, bang saucepans or ring bells.  This has been quite a comforting experience 

seeing our friends and neighbours at a distance during this time of lockdown.  As 

restrictions are relaxed slightly, we are starting to move around more and interact 

with friends and family, keeping to the social distancing rules. 
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Laxton Village Hall remains closed but when the restrictions are eventually lifted 

or relaxed more the committee will look at ways of bringing the community together. 

There is a village WhatsApp group for anyone in Laxton who needs help during 

these difficult times, or for anyone who is able to offer help.  If you would like to 

join, please email your mobile phone number to info@laxtonvillagehall.org. 

The Mortlocks 
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Nature Notes for June and July 
This month has brought a variety of fledglings to 

the garden.  Three young Robins have favoured 

the lower branches in the shrub rose where they 

can perch, well hidden from predators, awaiting 

the next meal.  Dunnock skulk on the ground 

beneath overhanging plants and only reveal their 

presence with high pitched tweets.  Young Blue 

Tits are more obvious hopping through the trees 

and shrubs in search of small insects. 

 

Holly Blue butterflies (right) flit rapidly around 

the garden in the sunshine, rarely settling to 

allow a closer look.  The small blue butterflies can 

be confusing to identify when, at the same time, 

we can find Common Blues (below) on open 

meadows and grassland verges.  They seldom 

visit the garden. 

 

 

 

Look out for the row of orange dots ranged 

close to the underside of the hind wing and 

not seen on Holly Blues.  The photographs 

may help you to recognise the difference. 

 

 

On some woodland rides the elegant 

Meadow Buttercup is prolific.  Thriving in 

chalky soils they grow to a height of up to 

90 centimetres and can produce a sea of 

nodding yellow flowers that sparkle in 

bright sunshine.  This group was 

photographed in Millennium Wood. 
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On an open stretch of grassland a Green 

Woodpecker was hunting for ants.  It was 

disturbed by approaching walkers and flew 

off, yaffling loudly, into a nearby tree.  As it 

landed amongst the middle branches a 

Tawny Owl flew out and made a short flight 

into an adjacent tree.  Tawny Owls are 

nocturnal and I have never seen one fly 

during daytime.  Clearly, the Woodpecker 

had come too close for comfort. 

 

Back in the heart of the 

wood, brilliant sunshine 

beamed through the 

Sycamore leaves above 

making them appear 

translucent green.  Small 

patches of the woodland 

floor were illuminated and 

here, Speckled Wood 

butterflies danced along. 

All around birds were 

singing from their 

concealed perches.  The 

two extremes of song were 

delivered by two of our 

smallest species.  From a 

low perch, close to the 

ground, a Wren was loud 

and its song ended in a 

machine-gun rattle of 

notes.  High in the 

branches, a Goldcrest, our 

smallest bird, tinkled a high pitched, delicate tune.  Neither of them could be seen 

but they complimented the other sounds from the wood. 

Fledgling 
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OUR CONTINUING SERVICES DURING THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC  

Although our offices are closed to the public and we are not providing face to face 

advice until further notice, we are still providing most of our specialist advice 

provision by telephone or email.  Our advisors are now working from home and are 

set up to effectively deal with ongoing referrals from agencies and members of the 

public calling us for advice.  Please note, our self-funded Immigration Service is 

temporarily suspended as we are unable to deliver this service by telephone. 

How to Contact Us: 

Telephone Service:  01604 621038  Our telephone service is available: 

Monday to Thursday: 10.00am–2.00pm and Fridays 10.00am–1.00pm. 

Contacting our various Projects:  

Our Projects are still operational by telephone and email.  They can be contacted 

on the following numbers.  Callers will be asked to leave a message and an advisor 

will call back as soon as possible. 

Financial Health and Wellbeing Service funded by British Gas Energy Trust 

providing Benefits, Debt and Energy advice for people who are experiencing ill 

health or have a disability. Tel: 01604 235709, or email 

financialhealth@communitylawservice.org.uk  

Health Agencies including GP surgeries and Mental Health services and voluntary 

sector health support services using above contact details, or via 

www.communitylawservice.org.uk  

East Northants Project funded by East Northants Council, providing Debt & Benefit 

advice to residents within East Northants Council area. Tel: 01604 621038 

www.communitylawservice.org.uk 

Northamptonshire Energy Saving Service funded by National Grid’s Warm Homes 

Fund providing support for households to better afford energy bills including 

benefit advice and income maximisation, utility debt advice, tariff switching and 

energy efficiency advice . Tel: 01604 623700, or enquire via  

www.northamptonshireenergysavingservice.org.uk. 

CLS Head Office:  49-53 Hazelwood Road, Northampton, NN1 1LG. 

Tel: (01604) 621038 Fax: (01604) 232412.  We are a charity and welcome any 

voluntary donations to help support our advice services for local communities. 

Registered Charity 1128718. 

http://www.communitylawservice.org.uk
http://www.communitylawservice.org.uk
http://www.northamptonshireenergysavingservice.org.uk
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King’s Cliffe Club – July 2020 
 

Along with all other pubs and clubs the 
King’s Cliffe Club is continuing to 

observe the Lockdown. 
 

The refurbishment work on the toilets and 

installation of a toilet for those with mobility 

problems is nearing completion. 

We are also looking at the protocols that will have 

to be implemented before re-opening, to ensure 

everyone’s safety.  This includes a complete deep 

clean by a specialist company.  We await the date 

and the distance -but we will be ready for you. 

 

We continue to be thankful for the people on the front 
line keeping our services running.  Thank you, for 
keeping our food shops open, bins emptied, post 

delivered, the telecoms engineers, the farmers and of 
course, the hugely courageous NHS staff. 
In the meantime stay alert, stay safe and  

Defeat the VIRUS  
 

King’s Cliffe Club Committee 
 

Watch Social Media for Updates. 
 

C.I.U. Affiliated. 
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KING’S CLIFFE 
BAKERY 

68 WEST STREET 
KING’S CLIFFE 

Tel: 01780 470205 

DOOR TO DOOR DELIVERIES 

SHOP HOURS 
7AM TO 12 NOON 

MONDAY TO SATURDAY 

WHOLESALE AVAILABLE 

PHONE FOR PRICE LIST 

Village Pizzas 
Open Tue – Sat for 

Collection  4.30pm – 10pm 

or Delivery  6pm till 10pm 

01780 
784587 

View our Menu at 
www.villagepizzas.co.uk 

http://www.villagepizzas.co.uk
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Bespoke picture 
framing 

Oils, watercolour, textiles, etc. 
Large or small. 

Contact: 

FELICITY THISTLETHWAITE 
m: 07943 127979 

t: 01780 470275 

e: fthistlethwaite@ 
    rocketmail.com 
    www.efflejay.co.uk 
Member of the Fine Art Trade Guild  

Aromatherapy Hand Sanitiser... 

Discount code  

GAZ0620 
10% off all products 

 Effective alcohol content 
 Witch Hazel for your skin 
 Added essential oils (Bergamot, 

Niaouli, Tea Tree) 
 Smells “delicious” 
 £7 discounted, £4 for a refill 
 Delivery to your doorstep 
 

PUREAROMATHERAPY.co.uk 
Contact Kate on 07961 499018 or 
shop@purearomatherapy.co.uk 

SKIN CARE:  ESSENTIAL OILS:  SHOWER GELS:  MASSAGE OILS:  BURNERS  

http://www.efflejay.co.uk
https://www.purearomatherapy.co.uk/shop/hand-sanitiser/
https://www.purearomatherapy.co.uk/shop/hand-sanitiser/
https://www.purearomatherapy.co.uk/
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Are your carpets and upholstery in need of a freshen up? 
Look no further! 

Fully trained and insured to clean carpets and upholstery 
for both domestic and commercial clients. 

Colin Smith is local to the area and can give you a 
competitive quote today. 

Don’t hesitate, give him a ring on  
01780 471015 or 07919857311  

Email:  mysmartcarpet@yahoo.co.uk 

Martin James 

The Village Sweep 

Your local chimney sweeping service. 

Stove repairs: rope seals, firebricks etc. 

Certificates issued.    Fully insured. 

07749 438567 

01780 470275 

mhj1@btinternet.com 
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R E Newton Ltd (Nassington) 
SPECIALIST CARPENTRY JOINERY & BUILDING WORK 

The Complete Refurbishment Specialist 

 Internal alterations to Extensions 

 Listed & Period Building Specialist 

 Hand Made Kitchens to your design and colour 

 Built in Wardrobes to cupboards/bookcases 

 Purpose made joinery – windows and doors 

Est. Since 1989 

www.renewton.com      Email: Edward@renewton.wanadoo.co.uk 

Tel:   Daytime 07831 256087   Evening 01780 782704 

FOR ALL YOUR CARPENTRY AND BUILDING NEEDS 

 

Crown Property Services 

Jonathon Hibbins 

Tel: 01780 783082 

Mobile: 07766 168659 

• Electrical & Plumbing 

• Renovations 

• Extensions 

• Kitchens & Bathrooms 

• Windows and Doors 

• Groundworks 

• Landscaping 

• Internal Refurbishment 

Old Sulehay Cottages, Yarwell, Peterborough, PE8 6PA. 

jonathon@hibbins.me 

http://www.renewton.com


Advertisements 

24 

K.C. PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
KING’S CLIFFE 

• Extensions, Renovations, 
Conversions etc. 

• Repointing, Patios, Paving. 

• Stonework, Brickwork, 
Garden Walls. 

• Groundworks & Footings. 

• Digger Hire & Driver. 

• Plastering. 

• Interior & Exterior Decorating. 

FOR FREE QUOTATIONS PLEASE CALL 

KEVIN CUNNINGTON 
07946 139754 

MATT CZEREMSZNSKY 
07984 956947 

 

Ranger 
Gas 
 

Servicing/Breakdown 

Installation of all Gas 
Appliances 

Oil/Gas/LPG 

Heat pumps/Solar 

Tel:  07824 443062 
Email: 
Jamieheating@gmail.com 
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THE IRONING MAIDEN 

Too much Ironing to handle? 

Let the Ironing Maiden 
take care of it for you. 

Collection & Delivery 

Same Day Delivery 

16 years’ experience 

Open Monday to Friday 

Tel: 07432 242691 

Email: 
no1ironmaiden@gmail.com 

E.M.DORMAN 
FUNERAL DIRECTOR Dip.F.D. 

A family concern 
giving a 24 hour 

personal service to all areas 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 

Golden Charter 
Pre-Paid Plans Available 

Tel: Uppingham 
01572 823976 

CROWSONS 
D.W. Gunn DipFD 

A FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS 
SERVING THE COMMUNITY 

FOR OVER ONE HUNDRED YEARS 
 
 

 
 
 
 

BARNWELL, OUNDLE, PETERBOROUGH, PE8 5PS 

01832 
272269 

01832 
272269 

• Caring personal attention 
• Chapels of rest 
• 24 hour service to all areas 
• Flowers and catering available 
• Memorials 
• Advice on Golden Charter pre-payment Schemes 
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Debbie’s Petsitting Services 
Flexible arrangements to suit your needs 

Overnight stay plus evening walk £25 per night 
Just Walks   £7.50hr 

Tel:  07367461656 
Email:  debbiestreather@gmail.com 

www.instagram.com/debbies_petsitting/ 

• Pets stay in their own homes. 
• Livestock, small animals, poultry, fish, horses etc. 
• Household jobs done if required. 
• 30 years’ experience with a broad range of animals. 

Happy Holidays! 

http://www.instagram.com/debbies_petsitting/
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Eyebrook Wild 
Bird Feeds 

Quality garden birdseed at 
farm-gate prices, mixed on our 
nature-friendly farm near the 

Eyebrook Reservoir. 

Open Monday—Saturday 9am–3pm 
Sunday: 9am–12 noon 

Rectory Farm, Great Easton, LE16 8SN 

01536 770771 

www.eyebrookwildbirdfeeds.co.uk 

Yoga For You 
For Core Strength 
and Calm 

Mon: 9.30 Yoga, Laxton Village Hall, NN17 3AT. 

7.30pm Yoga, King’s Cliffe Memorial Hall. 

Tue: 5.45 & 7pm Yoga, Wansford Christie Hall. 

Wed: YOGACALM, a gentle class. 

7pm King’s Cliffe Memorial Hall, PE8 6XD. 

Thur: 10am Yoga, Wansford Christie Hall, PE8 6JS. 

4.30 Gentle/Chair Yoga and 6.30 Yoga at 

Easton-on-the-Hill Village Hall, PE9 3NN. 

£5 Welcome session, passes and Drop In 

options.  Beginners, Yoga Therapy, 1-1 

and small groups. 

Penny Taylor – Full Dip & Advanced Tutor 

pennyyoga@yahoo.co.uk  07960267986 

http://www.eyebrookwildbirdfeeds.co.uk
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Simba’s Den Day Nursery 
Main Street, Bulwick, NN17 3DY 

Outstanding homely childcare in an idyllic countryside location 

Open all year Monday to Friday 8am–6pm 

Fully funded 2 and 3 year old places available. 

Pre-school led by an early year’s professional. 

Close links to all schools. 

Weekly Ballet lessons from 2 years. 

Weekly forest school sessions at Fineshade wood. 

Lovely large outside area. 

Telephone: 01780 450937 

Email/Web: info@simbasden.co.uk   www.simbasden.co.uk 

 Early years education for children aged 2 – 4 

Growing a Love for Learning 
King’s Cliffe Endowed Pre-school offers the highest 

standards of care and play opportunities for children 

aged 2 to 4 years.   

Our ethos is to nurture and establish our children’s love 

for learning and exploration by providing the best 

possible experiences and opportunities. 

We now have an amazing Early Years Outdoor Area. 

Fully funded places available. 

For more information please contact the School Office 

on 01780 470259 or email 

katy.evans@kingscliffeschool.co.uk 

We offer sessions that  

run from 9.00am until 3.00pm. 

 
Please visit our website at www.kingscliffeschool.co.uk for 

more information about our wonderful Pre-School  

King’s Cliffe Endowed 
Pre-School, 

Kings Forest, King’s Cliffe, 
PE8 6XS. 

http://www.simbasden.co.uk
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Gazette Contacts 

During the Coronavirus Lockdown, contact can only be made by email. 

Editor (Articles, News and Events): David Teall,  gazette@kingscliffe.church 

Commercial Advertising: Andrea Fern,  andrea.fern@avus-consulting.co.uk 

The Closing Date for copy for online editions is the 20th of the previous month. 

The Gazette is published by All Saints and St James Church, King’s Cliffe 

as a service to the community.  It is written, edited and distributed by 

volunteers from all three parishes.  An electronic version is available here: 

www.kingscliffe.church/gazette 






