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The Gazette and Coronavirus 
Although there are very few events to publicise or report upon we feel 

that there is value in continuing to publish the Gazette in order to share 

the ways in which we are coping with the lockdown and to create a record 

of them.  However, in order to protect our highly-valued volunteers and to 

comply with the Coronavirus Regulations, we have decided to publish this 

and future editions online only until we feel that it is safe to resume the 

distribution of printed copies.  This decision will be promulgated through 

Social Media and by email along with a link to our website. 

The situation will be kept under review and you can be assured that a 

printed copy of the Gazette will be landing on your doormats once more 

as soon as it is safe for distribution to resume. 

For the benefit of future historians the following is a brief synopsis of the 

conditions prevailing when this edition was written: 

On the 16th April the Government announced the continuation of the 

restrictions introduced on 16th March to help combat the spread of the 

Coronavirus disease COVID-19.  These restrictions require everyone to stay 

at home except for:  

• shopping for basic necessities, for example food and medicine, which 

must be as infrequent as possible. 

• one form of exercise a day, for example a run, walk, or cycle - alone or 

with members of your household. 

• any medical need, including to donate blood, avoid or escape risk of 

injury or harm, or to provide care or to help a vulnerable person. 

• travelling for work purposes, but only where you cannot work from 

home. 

Anyone leaving their home for one of these accepted purposes is required 

to follow rules of Social Distancing which include staying 2 metres (6ft) 

away from other people at all times.  Furthermore, the Government 

continues to advise that this is particularly important for certain people 

including those over 70 who should exercise ‘Stringent’ Social Distancing. 

David Teall (gazette@kingscliffe.church) 
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The Benefice of 

King’s Cliffe, Bulwick & Blatherwycke and Laxton 

Incumbent Revd Canon Philip Davies 470314 

Reader David Teall 450407 

Co-ordinator (General Enquiries) Katy Evans office@kingscliffe.church 

Clerk (Baptisms & Weddings) Sophy Jubb clerk@kingscliffe.church 

Churchwardens 

King’s Cliffe Felicity Thistlethwaite 470275 

 Andrea Fern 07970 151926 

Bulwick & Blatherwycke Alma O’Neill 450300 

Laxton Michael Harrison 450362 

 Rupert Boyle 450260 

Church Services 
All our Church buildings are now closed and cannot be used for public worship or 

other gatherings.  However, online services and resources are available for use and 

we are doing our best to keep in touch with all those who cannot access these. 

Online Services:  An online service is posted on our website every Sunday 

morning.  The services are led by Revd Canon Philip Davies and include 

contributions from other members of the Ministry Team, members of our 

congregations and members of the King’s Cliffe Church Choir, all recorded 

individually in their own homes. 

Morning Prayer:  Philip says Morning Prayer each day at 8.30am in the Rectory 

and can include any special prayer requests.  You can download Prayers at Home 

and a short version of Night Prayer that you may like to use on a regular basis. 

Prayer Requests:  If you have a prayer request for yourself or someone you know, 

please fill in our Request Form.  All are welcome to use this service. 

Funerals: The Church of England issued this statement about Funerals on 

Wednesday 23rd March:  “Funerals may now only happen at the crematorium or 

at the graveside.  Only immediate family members can attend (if the crematorium 

allows) that is, spouse or partner, parents and children, keeping their distance in 

the prescribed way.”  Should a family wish, a Memorial Service can later be 

arranged for a date that will be beyond the current crisis. 

Weddings and Baptisms: At the present time these cannot take place in church. 

https://kingscliffe.church/online-services/
https://kingscliffebenefice.files.wordpress.com/2020/03/prayersathome.pdf
https://kingscliffebenefice.files.wordpress.com/2020/03/benefice-night-prayer-service-cv19-1.pdf
https://forms.gle/mgMMfBQbhgmczWGk8
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From the Parish Priest 
An Update on the Churches: 

All of us are doing our best to adapt to different ways of living and of 

communicating with each other.  Working life for most is very different and 

we are grateful for the work of all key workers and for all who are working at 

the frontline. 

At this time of the year we hold the Annual Church Meetings and elect Church 

Wardens and PCC members.  This year all of this is on hold and, meanwhile, 

day to day church matters are being conducted by email and telephone. 

I have included my annual report below although conscious that both the 

short-term and long-term plans are subject to adaptions and to change. 

I do want to thank all those who in so many different ways support our 

churches and enable their work.  While our church buildings may be closed, 

the service of others remains the priority. 

Annual Report for 2019: 

The Benefice of Bulwick, Blatherwycke, Collyweston, Easton-on-the-Hill, King’s 

Cliffe and Laxton. 

Our Benefice is now 7 years old and we can look back on many ways of 

working together in trying to make our group of churches more sustainable as 

a Benefice and in discerning the way of God for each church community and 

each village community. 

Our Growth Action Plan has been in place for two years and covers three 

areas; 

1. Our Benefice as a learning hub for providing inspiring and thought-

provoking worship, sermons and discussion groups and less formal 

situations that provide opportunities for addressing issues people are facing 

in their everyday lives, that link us with the bigger picture of the needs of 

our nation and of what it means to be part of a global world.  Growing up, 

preparing for adult life, parenthood, life and work balance, isolation, living 

with crisis situations, retirement, living with loss and considering our own 

mortality. 

Much of this feels very relevant at this time, when as communities, as a 

nation and as a world we are facing the coronavirus pandemic and living with 

its consequences.  In the short term we are finding different ways to live and 

different ways to be Church. 
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Sunday morning worship is online, communication by email and at the same 

time we are keeping in touch with those without access to electronic forms of 

communication.  Thank you to everyone who is assisting in developing and 

supporting these ways of keeping on touch.  Thank you to those who gave 

questions for the developing of an enquiries programme for the churches; 

many of these questions very sharply focus on our living in a time of crisis. 

2. Our Benefice as a supportive community that values the lives of everyone 

in our communities and where clergy, readers, church wardens and church 

officers are seeking to offer support to all who are in need. 

I am very grateful for the work and support of retired clergy, David our 

Reader, the church wardens, PCC secretaries and treasurers and Katy, our 

administrator and Sophy as clerk.  Sophy has begun training as a Reader and 

we look forward to welcome Keir Dow following his Ordination in June.  He 

and his wife Caroline and son Callum will be moving into the Rectory in Easton

-on-the-Hill and Keir will be serving his Curacy with us in the Benefice. 

3. Having in place good systems of finance and administration and of 

diocesan support when needed, enabling us to do as best we can the work 

we are called to do.  Our Benefice needs to be financially secure and so able 

to meet in full its parish share requirement, to cover the costs of daily 

upkeep and essential repairs and be able to budget and plan for specific 

local projects where needed.  And also supporting wider efforts to end 

poverty, discrimination and injustice, growing in awareness of the 

environmental challenges facing our planet and of the effects of this 

pandemic. 

Our finances in every parish are stable but not sufficiently secure.  With 

potential large deficits facing us this year we need to continue to grow 

financial support both from the wider community and from within our church 

communities.  Building projects and the tremendous fundraising efforts 

continue.  We also support other work including Christian Aid, the Children’s 

Society, Dress a Child, the Leprosy Mission, World Vision and USPG. 

Our overriding message inspired by Jesus remains to bring God’s hope, loving 

kindness and wisdom to the situations people are facing in their lives and to 

do this in the context of the wider needs of our planet and of the worldwide 

community of which we are a part.                                                    Philip Davies 
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Food Basket 
There is a Food Basket in the North Door Porch of the church in King’s 

Cliffe.  Donations of any non-perishable food can be added to the basket. 

If you are in need of any extra food please help yourself. 

To observe Social Distancing Guidelines, please only enter the porch 

if no-one else is there. 

We can also issue Food Bank vouchers for Stamford Food Bank.  Please 

contact either the Church Office by email: office@kingscliffe.church 

or ring Philip Davies 01780 470314. 

Citizens Advice have a Stamford Food Bank Helpline: 01476 249069. 

Further information on Food Banks can be found on the Trussell Trust website. 

Oundle Food Bank can deliver: contact number 07907 216144. 

Readings and Prayers for the Sundays in May 

3 May Acts 2 v42–end 1 Peter 2 v19–end 
Fourth Sunday of Easter Gospel John 10 v1–10 
We pray for all who live in Ash Close, Bridge Street, Blatherwycke Road, Church 
Walk and Dakin Close, King’s Cliffe. 

10 May Acts 7 v55–end 1 Peter 2 v2–10 
Fifth Sunday of Easter Gospel John 14 v1–14 
We pray for all the residents of Blatherwycke. 

17 May Acts 17 v22–31 1 Peter 3 v13–end 
Sixth Sunday of Easter Gospel John 14 v15–21 
We pray for all those who live in Daleswood Rise, Elm Close, Fineshade Close, 
Forest Approach and Hall Yard, King’s Cliffe. 

24 May Acts 1 v6–14 1 Peter 4 v12–14, 5 v6–11 
Sunday after Ascension Day Gospel John 17 v1–11 
We pray for all the residents of Bulwick. 

31 May NT Acts 2 v1–21 
Pentecost Gospel John 20 v19–23 
We pray for all those who live in Hazel Lane, Howard’s Meadow, King’s Forest, 
Law’s Lane and Mazewood Gate, King’s Cliffe. 

https://www.trusselltrust.org/coronavirus-food-banks/
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Christian Aid Week  
Christian Aid Week is still going ahead but it will be very different.  Instead of door 

to door collections, Christian Aid are encouraging online donations and have set 

up a fun daily quiz for people to partake in.  It will run during Christian Aid Week 

(10th - 16th May) and you can find it on their website – www.christianaid.org.uk. 

The money raised will help people in Kenya who are affected by drought due to 

the climate crisis.  It will help build earth dams so, when the rains do come, 

people will have the water they need to live.  If you would prefer to donate by 

telephone, you can call 020 7523 2269. 

Christian Aid are also responding to the Coronavirus emergency.  They already 

have experience of limiting the spread of infection during the Ebola crisis and they 

are building on this experience to continue to stand together with communities 

living in poverty during this period.  You can donate to their emergency appeal on 

their website or call 020 7523 2269.  Thank you.                                              Jo Jones 

Church Coffee Morning 
We will all be looking forward to meeting up again for our monthly coffee 

morning and chats after social isolation has finished.  We hope that you are all 

well and keeping safe.                                                                                  Sheila Jackson 

King’s Cliffe Ecumenical Women’s Fellowship Group 
When we met for the World Day of Prayer service at the beginning of March, we 

had no idea that we would be unable to hold our usual monthly meetings for a 

considerable time because of the Coronavirus lockdown.  However, I can report 

that the members of our group have taken the sentiment of the World Day of 

Prayer service to heart and are striving to support one another through phone 

calls, emails and letters.  Keep safe everyone and look forward to a good catchup 

and even a cream tea, as soon as it is possible.                                         Christine Ball 

Online Services 
If like me you have enjoyed the online services produced by the King’s Cliffe 

Benefice , have you wondered how they are produced?  As a total technophobe 

I needed a thorough explanation and this is what I have been given. 

Revd Canon Philip Davies has led all the services recording his pieces either inside 

his study at the Rectory in King’s Cliffe or in his back garden over-looking the 

millstream on Willow Brook.  His recordings (mp4 video files) are uploaded to the 

Cloud from where they are later downloaded by Benefice Reader David Teall who 

adds them to the final ‘broadcast’ service (see overleaf). 
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Choirmaster Stephen Barber is producing all the music at his home in King’s Cliffe 

and sends his recordings (mp3 audio files) to David.  Stephen takes up the story: 

“Initially I send out a recording of the organ accompaniment plus Mandy and me 

singing; the singers have to listen to this on headphones while recording their 

singing on their mobile phones.  This is not as easy as it seems: because there is 

no conductor to watch and the singers can’t see each other or hear each other 

breathe, it’s very difficult to sing together.  However when edited together the 

results are pretty good.  I add a bit of artificial reverberation so that it doesn’t 

sound as if the organ and singers are in their sitting rooms – though they are!  

When I’ve completed the editing I send the recording to David.” 

For the Holy Week service there were six different voices for the Gospel reading, 

all experienced readers but all needing to learn the skills of recording a video and 

transferring it through the Cloud.  A variety of technical problems were 

encountered but they were all overcome enabling viewers to enjoy a rich variety 

of talent from across the Benefice. 

Once all the individual recordings have been received, David pieces them together 

using software designed for the purpose – Premiere Rush.  In the process he adds 

titles and words for the hymns and anthems and finally uploads the completed 

video to the Benefice’s YouTube Channel, embeds it on their Website and issues 

invitations to view via email and Facebook. 

The process has been a steep learning curve for all those involved but the number 

of ‘views’ has made it very worthwhile.                                                            Pat Teall 

King’s Cliffe Gardeners’ Association 
The Plant Sale won’t be taking place but if you would like vegetable plants such as 

tomatoes, chilli, aubergine, sweet peppers, courgettes, these will be ready for sale 

shortly, with proceeds going to the Church: watch out for an announcement on 

the Facebook KC Community page.  During lockdown, some garden centres are 

operating a click and collect service, such as Gates and Wothorpe, and a few are 

offering a delivery service: check websites for information, or phone direct. 

There are lots of jobs to do in the garden this month, but beware cold nights!  The 

long-term forecast suggests we may be in for wet and windy weather 

interspersed with dry patches.  Following a dry April you’ll need to check that 

even well-established plants have sufficient water.  Tender plants you might be 

growing from seed will need longer than usual to harden off: give them a few 

hours outside when warm enough and bring in at night for several days before 

you transplant. 
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This allows the cellular changes to take place and gives them the strength to 

survive changeable weather and winds. 

Tie in climbing and rambling roses as near to horizontal as possible.  This will 

restrict sap flow causing more side-shoots to grow along the length of stem, thus 

producing more flowers.  Twining climbers (such as honeysuckle and Clematis) 

need regular tying in and twining around their supports.  Remove any reverted 

green shoots on variegated shrubs so the green does not take over.  Take 

softwood cuttings.  Get back into the lawn mowing regime.  Earth up potatoes. 

Check for nesting birds before clipping hedges.  Lift and divide dense clumps of 

spring bulbs.  Pot on summer bedding but be wary of planting out too early.  

Enjoy nature at its best!                                                                            Lindsay Kubicki 

Messy Church 
We were very sorry that we had to call off the March Messy Church at the last 

minute, but there’s still plenty planned throughout the year.  The hen awaits our 

return when the lockdown ends and we can meet again.  We’ll keep you posted 

on line, in the Gazette and through posters. 

In the meantime you might like to try our cockerel paper bag puppet which is an 

activity we had planned for the Eggsactly session.  All you need is a paper bag, 

some red and yellow coloured card or paper and some feathers.  The picture 

below will give you the general idea, but add your imagination and bring the 

results to show us when we next meet.                                 The Messy Church Team 
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King’s Cliffe Parish Council 
The Lockdown is continuing until at least Thursday 7th May.  Village life tends to 

evolve at a steady pace but all our lives have been changed quite significantly as a 

result of the Coronavirus pandemic. 

The fundamental change relates to the adoption of Social Distancing in every 

aspect of our daily lives.  This also extends to the times when you are out in your 

permitted Leisure Time, whether it is walking around the village, walking on one 

of the many village paths or on Oak Lane Park or at the Pytchell, the quite place. 

The Parish Council have not only placed some announcements on the King’s Cliffe 

Community Facebook page but we have also put up posters around the village to 

try and give those that do not have access to the Facebook page a gateway to 

sources of support at this time. 

The Parish Council have been advised that it is not safe for the Play Equipment to 

be used on the Green at Oak Lane.  King’s Cliffe Active have followed the same 

advice and closed the Play Ground on their site.  Please respect these decisions. 

(I know that someone has already cut the ties on the Play Equipment at KCA.) 

You will have seen that the new village signs have been erected; these are part of 

our Traffic-Calming measures and are welcomed. 

Whilst the Lockdown changes our lives, it is worth reflecting how lucky we all are 

to live in such a great village with a good Community Spirit and in the middle of a 

hidden scenic area – our little gem.  Enjoy it and respect its beauty. 

During April we held our Parish Meeting as a Virtual Meeting, the first time this 

has ever happened.  The next Parish Council Meeting is planned for Thursday 14th 

May but, at this stage, it is not possible to say whether this will be an actual 

meeting or another Virtual Meeting.  Stay Safe.             Andrew Howard (Chairman) 

01780 470799    clerk@kingscliffeparishcouncil.co.uk    www.kingscliffeparishcouncil.co.uk 
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Transition King’s Cliffe  for environment and community 

Transition in the Lockdown: In these challenging times the 

community is drawing together and a lot of what we are 

seeing is completely in line with Transition values – village 

spirit, supporting local businesses, reducing our fuel usage, 

looking after neighbours and becoming more self sufficient 

as a community.  If we can take a positive from this crisis, it 

may be that, after it is over, some of these practices will 

have become more engrained in our way of life, and we will 

retain a lower carbon footprint and be more at ease with ourselves. 

BikeFix: Our Bikefix sessions have been cancelled until lockdown restrictions have 

been lifted. We recommend checking online to see which local bike shops are 

remaining open during this time.  Alternatively, why not have a go at fixing your 

own bike?  Many bike repairs and maintenance jobs can be done without 

specialist bike tools and there are some excellent step-by-step videos on 

‘YouTube’. We look forward to starting our sessions up as soon as we can. 

Community Orchard: We have cancelled all our Community Orchard Workparties 

until after the lockdown.  However we’re not aware that access to the Pytchell is 

being restricted, so do pop down as part of your daily exercise and enjoy the 

space.  We ask that people entering the site don’t use the benches or touch any 

trees, tools or other equipment that may be there.  Thank you. 

Wildplaces: Our Wildplaces Workparties have also been suspended for the time 

being.  However, some of the volunteer team will be out and about individually 

doing odd jobs as part of their daily exercise – such as litter picking, path 

clearance and scrub bashing!  If you’re feeling at a loose end, then do get in touch 

via the links below and see if there’s anything which needs doing. 

Railway Path: It’s very rewarding for us that so many people are enjoying the 

green spaces around the village, especially the railway path.  Do keep safe by 

avoiding touching any gates or handrails – especially without gloves – and help us 

by picking up any odd bits of litter you might find.  We are involved in a national 

effort to survey our reptile population, so if you see any adders, grass snakes, 

slow worms or lizards please pop us a note of time and precise location if you can. 

Wildlife in the Garden: While spending more time at home, do think about 

improvements to you garden for wildlife.  The single biggest difference you can 

make is to install a pond, of any size. 

Continued on page 15... 
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The Way We Were 
This month there is only one thing to reminisce about and that is May Day!   

In our archives we have several photographs of school children maypole 

dancing around the village about a hundred years ago.  If you were 

reading the Gazette back in May 2014 you may recall that I quoted the 

very detailed newspaper coverage of May Day festivities in 1923.  What I 

couldn’t do then was show you this informal and very happy picture from 

that year, taken just after the May Queen had been crowned.  Among the 

children are one or two mothers, and perhaps grandmothers.  Mr George 

Love, the Headmaster, is at the front on the left and the Revd John Marsh 

is towards the back on the right.  Clearly, something is happening off-

camera which is causing a great deal of merriment!  There were no lessons 

for the school children that day – reason enough to be happy.  

Nellie Hill was the May Queen, elected by vote.  She is seated on the left 

under the bower of greenery and flowers, wearing her golden crown and a 

long cloak and train, which the newspaper tells us was made of purple 

cloth.  Sitting beside her under the bower is the ex-May Queen, Susie 

Catlin.  Further to the right is young Harry Jones, dressed as the 

Archbishop in white mitre and robes and bearing a cushion on which he 
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had carried the May Queen’s crown.  The May Queen had no fewer than 

ten Maids of Honour: Jessie Sharpe, Marjorie Chapman, Gwendoline Tully, 

Marjorie Samson, Unice Smith, Dorothy Rust, Phyllis Salt, Dorothy 

Giddings, Alice Giddings, and Maisie Hill.  All were dressed in white and 

carried garlands and bouquets.  We may be able to see some of them in 

this picture, too. 

The crowning ceremony over, the children then processed the village 

streets, dancing around their maypole at various stops along the way.  The 

old school maypole they were dancing around has been in our Heritage 

Centre for the past few years.  It had lost its top and needed some careful 

work to restore it.  I’m delighted to say this has now been done for us by 

Andy Lawson of Walkers Field, with a little help from his granddaughter, 

Lyra, and the maypole now looks beautiful, complete with ribbons and 

ready to be danced around once again.  We had hoped to give it an airing 

on Bank Holiday Friday May 8th, but obviously that’s not going to be 

possible and we must wait to have our maypole fun at another time. 

Sue Trow-Smith for King’s Cliffe Heritage 
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Blatherwycke 
Since the announcement of the Lockdown on 16th March, contact has been made 

with every household in the village by email, letter  or telephone.  As suspected, it 

soon became clear that we have higher-than-average numbers of both ‘extremely 

vulnerable’ residents who need to be ‘Shielded’ and those who need to exercise 

‘Stringent Social Distancing’ as they are over 70 or have an underlying health 

problem that makes them more vulnerable.  Many of the residents in these 

groups expressed a need for help with such things as collecting prescriptions or 

shopping whilst many others, not in a vulnerable group, expressed a willingness to 

help.  In order to bring the two groups together, a Facebook Group “Blatherwycke 

Community” has been established which has already proved invaluable to those 

in need of help.  If you would like to be able to request or offer help and have not 

yet joined, please contact me and I will send you details of how to do so. 

David Teall (Chair Blatherwycke Parish Meeting – 01780 450407) 

Bulwick 
So many events had to be cancelled, Easter Church Services, churchyard tidy, 

annual Gift Morning, Jumble Sale, and family gatherings, and yet the community 

has rallied round to get things going in a positive way.  A Community Facebook 

Group was set up followed by engaging in WhatsApp to get things done in a 

speedy manner, whether it is collecting prescriptions, groceries or help in another 

way, and dedicated helpers have embraced what is a difficult time for most by 

offering their time to help.  A Community Letter was delivered to ensure everyone 

was made aware of what was going on and where to get help if needed. 

We have had fresh fruit and vegetables donated by a parishioner which was 

distributed around the village, and the Pickled Shop dropped off goodies which 

have been gratefully received.  The Queens Head kept going for as long as 

regulations would allow offering take away meals.  New Lodge Farm Shop has 

been able to offer fresh vegetables, meat and other provisions and, on Good 

Friday, take away fish and chips. 

The village is quiet with no walkers other than parishioners and few cars travelling 

through.  The churchyard is resplendent with violets, primroses and blossoms and 

the church clock is keeping good time thanks to the clock winder.  The lambs are 

filling the spaces in the fields around the village and, all in all, we are doing our 

best to support one another and get through this crisis.  This is a very sad time for 

those who have lost loved ones despite the heroic efforts of the health 

professionals, but Bulwick shows appreciation for the key workers, NHS and 

others, by making ourselves heard on Thursdays at 8.00pm! 
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The Church’s online services are appreciated, hopefully the re-opening of the 

church and other facilities will be not too far away so we can all get back together 

again.  In the meantime, keep safe and keep well. 

Dress A Girl Around the World Charity Project:  The session in March was a 

cheery gathering despite the gloom on the horizon of the impending health crisis.  

Most ladies visited, collected what they needed in terms of fabric, wool and other 

bits and bobs and brought the items they had made which resulted in boosting 

the total items made to 1,200 dresses, 784 beanie hats and vests, 386 blankets, 

445 cardigans and jumpers, 198 soft toys and lots more.  We ended the session 

with a rendition of We’ll Meet Again.  The date for that session will be considered 

as and when the health crisis diminishes.  If anyone requires help or materials can 

you please get in touch with me and I will do my best to assist. 

Annual Bulwick Horticultural Show Full Schedule:  It has been a hard decision for 

the committee not to go ahead with printing and publishing the full schedule 

which should have been circulated at the end of April.  With so many other 

Horticultural Shows being cancelled or postponed, it was decided that, for the 

time being, we should not go ahead with printing and circulating a full schedule.  

It may be that regulations will still be in place which would make it difficult to 

stage the Show in the church in  August; we can only wait and see how things 

progress.  A final decision will be declared soon.  If the decision is to not stage the 

full Show this year, as the pre-schedule for Crafts and Photography classes has 

already been circulated,  a contingency plan for staging those classes in the 

Autumn is being considered and, if that decision is confirmed, I hope this can go 

ahead.  So, for the time being keep crafting and taking photographs according to 

the classes stated in the pre-schedule; if you have mislaid your copy contact me 

and I will get back to you.                                  Alma O’Neill, Churchwarden (450300) 

Transition  ...continued from page 11 

It’s amazing how quickly the bugs will find it, birds will use it and dragonflies will 

be flying over in the summer.  There’s plenty of advice online, and it’s so easy! 

Community Minibus: Hire of the Transition minibus has been suspended for the 

time being, but for activities later in the year do get in touch with 

mikehenchy19@gmail.com. 

Contact:  If you want more information about any of our activities or want to get 

involved, please get in touch: info@transitionkingscliffe.org.uk 

www.transitionkingscliffe.org.uk   Transition Kings Cliffe                 Charles Tomalin 
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King’s Cliffe Club – May 2020 
 

Along with all other pubs and clubs the King’s 
Cliffe Club is observing the Lockdown. 

 
The refurbishment work is at a standstill but it will 

recommence as soon after permission for it to do so is 

given and the necessary materials can be sourced. 

 
Rest assured the Entertainments Committee are 

coming up with ideas for the future when, once again, 

we may gather in large groups.  

One of our ideas is to hold some events to honour 

those who have worked so hard to keep the country 

going, our food shops open, bins emptied and post 

delivered:  the telecoms engineers, the farmers and of 

course the hugely-courageous NHS staff. 

In the meantime, stay home, stay safe and  

PROTECT THE NHS. 

 

King’s Cliffe Club Committee 
 

Watch Social Media for Updates. 
 
 

C.I.U. Affiliated. 
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OUR CONTINUING SERVICES DURING THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC  

Although our offices are closed to the public and we are not providing face to face 

advice until further notice, we are still providing most of our specialist advice 

provision by telephone or email.  Our advisors are now working from home and are 

set up to effectively deal with ongoing referrals from agencies and members of the 

public calling us for advice.  Please note, our self-funded Immigration Service is 

temporarily suspended as we are unable to deliver this service by telephone. 

How to Contact Us: 

Telephone Service:  01604 621038  Our telephone service is available: 

Monday to Thursday: 10.00am–2.00pm and Fridays 10.00am–1.00pm. 

Contacting our various Projects:  

Our Projects are still operational by telephone and email.  They can be contacted 

on the following numbers.  Callers will be asked to leave a message and an advisor 

will call back as soon as possible. 

Financial Health and Wellbeing Service funded by British Gas Energy Trust 

providing Benefits, Debt and Energy advice for people who are experiencing ill 

health or have a disability. Tel: 01604 235709, or email 

financialhealth@communitylawservice.org.uk  

Health Agencies including GP surgeries and Mental Health services and voluntary 

sector health support services using above contact details, or via 

www.communitylawservice.org.uk  

East Northants Project funded by East Northants Council, providing Debt & Benefit 

advice to residents within East Northants Council area. Tel: 01604 621038 

www.communitylawservice.org.uk 

Northamptonshire Energy Saving Service funded by National Grid’s Warm Homes 

Fund providing support for households to better afford energy bills including 

benefit advice and income maximisation, utility debt advice, tariff switching and 

energy efficiency advice . Tel: 01604 623700, or enquire via  

www.northamptonshireenergysavingservice.org.uk. 

CLS Head Office:  49-53 Hazelwood Road, Northampton, NN1 1LG. 

Tel: (01604) 621038 Fax: (01604) 232412.  We are a charity and welcome any 

voluntary donations to help support our advice services for local communities. 

Registered Charity 1128718. 
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Communicare  

With the continuing strict Government guidelines on Social Distancing in an 

effort to combat the spread of the Coronavirus, we are not yet in a position to 

announce any future Group meeting dates.  Likewise the Social Group will not 

be holding their regular Coffee Mornings until restrictions are lifted and we 

are all able to return to a more normal way of life. 

As a nation we are becoming increasingly indebted to all those working within 

the NHS and also to many others providing goods and services essential to 

maintaining our day-to-day existence.  We would therefore like to express, on 

behalf of all our patients, special gratitude to the doctors and staff at the 

Wansford Practice and Pharmacy for their continuing support and care during 

this very challenging period. 

We would also like to record our grateful thanks for two recently-received 

generous donations made in memory of Thomas Dytham of Yarwell and 

Barbara Headland of King’s Cliffe.  As requested by the families, these monies 

will be used to purchase specific pieces of equipment for the future benefit of 

patients.  Discussions with surgery staff to identify relevant items will take 

place as soon as conditions allow. 

Amongst the many facets which contribute towards the relevance and need 

for Patient Participation Groups, providing both essential and extra beneficial 

items for patient comfort and well-being is high on our list.  As we normally do 

not get involved in actual fund raising, unless we can identify a specific target, 

personal donations are a very important source of income.  Since our PPG was 

formed over £100,000 has been raised or donated which has allowed our 

continuing support of both the practice and all its patients.  We are most 

grateful to all those patients who have left legacies and relatives who have 

kindly given donations to Communicare, often from the collections made at 

their loved one’s funeral. 

Over the past few days and weeks we have seen numerous acts of kindness 

and examples of the caring community we live in.  ‘Help thy neighbour’ has 

become the norm rather than an infrequent occurrence and long may it 

continue, not just till this terrible virus is beaten, but way beyond into the 

future. 

Good wishes to all patients – stay home and keep safe.             Wendy Spencer 
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Nature Notes for April and May 
 

Just before lockdown was introduced I was 

getting into the habit of visiting Sulehay, and 

more distant places, for some Spring 

photography.  You may appreciate this 

Nuthatch on an early morning hunt for food. 

 

In a different location this Bank Vole emerged from 

beneath a fallen tree to collect small seeds from 

cracks in the bark.  This little creature is barely 10 

centimetres long and usually hides beneath leaves 

on the ground.  Although widely distributed they 

are rarely seen at such close quarters.  This one was 

especially brave as I was sitting on the tree trunk. 

The prospect of restricting the majority of wildlife watching to the garden was not 

appealing: I needn’t have been so worried.  One afternoon, seated with a cup of 

tea in the garden watching a pair of Red Kites wheeling above, there was a much 

larger bird circling above them on huge, broad wings.  Even though it was much 

higher than the Kites, it was clearly far bigger and did not flap its wings.  It was a 

White-tailed Eagle, an extremely rare visitor to these shores and the first ever 

seen in Northamptonshire.  I grabbed my binoculars for a better view in time to 

watch it bend its wings and glide away at great speed in the direction of the 

Willowbrook. 

Over a period of a few days several people saw “a large bird of prey” without 

knowing what it was.  Yes, large is right, with a wingspan of up to 2.4 metres, this 

bird is very noticeable.  Even so, I haven’t seen it again. 

Birdsong is always a pleasure at this time of year.  On a stroll along the old railway 

cutting you can hear and see Blackcaps, Whitethroat, Garden Warbler, Chiffchaff, 

Blackbird and Robin.  All melodious singers, but you don’t need to recognise them 

to enjoy the sound.  In areas that are lit at night you may hear Robins singing right 

through the night.  Don’t let this mislead you into thinking you have heard a 

Nightingale as the repertoire of notes is much less varied and lacks the warbling, 

fruitier notes uttered by the more famous songster. 

Now its back to sky watching and hoping; just about anything could fly over your 

garden.                                                                                                                    Fledgling 
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Bespoke picture 
framing 

Oils, watercolour, textiles, etc. 
Large or small. 

Contact: 

FELICITY THISTLETHWAITE 
m: 07943 127979 

t: 01780 470275 

e: fthistlethwaite@ 
    rocketmail.com 
    www.efflejay.co.uk 
Member of the Fine Art Trade Guild  



Advertisements 

21 

KING’S CLIFFE 
BAKERY 

68 WEST STREET 
KING’S CLIFFE 

Tel: 01780 470205 

DOOR TO DOOR DELIVERIES 

SHOP HOURS 
7AM TO 12 NOON 

MONDAY TO SATURDAY 

WHOLESALE AVAILABLE 

PHONE FOR PRICE LIST 

Village Pizzas 
Open Tue – Sat for 

Collection  4.30pm – 10pm 

or Delivery  6pm till 10pm 

01780 
784587 

View our Menu at 
www.villagepizzas.co.uk 

 

Eyebrook Wild 
Bird Feeds 

Quality garden birdseed at 
farm-gate prices, mixed on our 
nature-friendly farm near the 

Eyebrook Reservoir. 

Open Monday—Saturday 9am–3pm 
Sunday: 9am–12 noon 

Rectory Farm, Great Easton, LE16 8SN 

01536 770771 

www.eyebrookwildbirdfeeds.co.uk 
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Are your carpets and upholstery in need of a freshen up? 
Look no further! 

Fully trained and insured to clean carpets and upholstery 
for both domestic and commercial clients. 

Colin Smith is local to the area and can give you a 
competitive quote today. 

Don’t hesitate, give him a ring on  
01780 471015 or 07919857311  

Email:  mysmartcarpet@yahoo.co.uk 
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R E Newton Ltd (Nassington) 
SPECIALIST CARPENTRY JOINERY & BUILDING WORK 

The Complete Refurbishment Specialist 

 Internal alterations to Extensions 

 Listed & Period Building Specialist 

 Hand Made Kitchens to your design and colour 

 Built in Wardrobes to cupboards/bookcases 

 Purpose made joinery – windows and doors 

Est. Since 1989 

www.renewton.com      Email: Edward@renewton.wanadoo.co.uk 

Tel:   Daytime 07831 256087   Evening 01780 782704 

FOR ALL YOUR CARPENTRY AND BUILDING NEEDS 

Martin James 

The Village Sweep 

Your local chimney sweeping service. 

Stove repairs: rope seals, firebricks etc. 

Certificates issued.    Fully insured. 

07749 438567 

01780 470275 

mhj1@btinternet.com 
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Crown Property Services 

Jonathon Hibbins 

Tel: 01780 783082 

Mobile: 07766 168659 

• Electrical & Plumbing 

• Renovations 

• Extensions 

• Kitchens & Bathrooms 

• Windows and Doors 

• Groundworks 

• Landscaping 

• Internal Refurbishment 

Old Sulehay Cottages, Yarwell, Peterborough, PE8 6PA. 

jonathon@hibbins.me 
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K.C. PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
KING’S CLIFFE 

• Extensions, Renovations, 
Conversions etc. 

• Repointing, Patios, Paving. 

• Stonework, Brickwork, 
Garden Walls. 

• Groundworks & Footings. 

• Digger Hire & Driver. 

• Plastering. 

• Interior & Exterior Decorating. 

FOR FREE QUOTATIONS PLEASE CALL 

KEVIN CUNNINGTON 
07946 139754 

MATT CZEREMSZNSKY 
07984 956947 

 

Ranger 
Gas 
 

Servicing/Breakdown 

Installation of all Gas 
Appliances 

Oil/Gas/LPG 

Heat pumps/Solar 

Tel:  07824 443062 
Email: 
Jamieheating@gmail.com 
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THE IRONING MAIDEN 

Too much Ironing to handle? 

Let the Ironing Maiden 
take care of it for you. 

Collection & Delivery 

Same Day Delivery 

16 years’ experience 

Open Monday to Friday 

Tel: 07432 242691 

Email: 
no1ironmaiden@gmail.com 

E.M.DORMAN 
FUNERAL DIRECTOR Dip.F.D. 

A family concern 
giving a 24 hour 

personal service to all areas 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 

Golden Charter 
Pre-Paid Plans Available 

Tel: Uppingham 
01572 823976 

CROWSONS 
D.W. Gunn DipFD 

A FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS 
SERVING THE COMMUNITY 

FOR OVER ONE HUNDRED YEARS 
 
 

 
 
 
 

BARNWELL, OUNDLE, PETERBOROUGH, PE8 5PS 

01832 
272269 

01832 
272269 

• Caring personal attention 
• Chapels of rest 
• 24 hour service to all areas 
• Flowers and catering available 
• Memorials 
• Advice on Golden Charter pre-payment Schemes 
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Debbie’s Petsitting Services 
Flexible arrangements to suit your needs 

Overnight stay plus evening walk £25 per night 
Just Walks   £7.50hr 

Tel:  07367461656 
Email:  debbiestreather@gmail.com 

www.instagram.com/debbies_petsitting/ 

• Pets stay in their own homes. 
• Livestock, small animals, poultry, fish, horses etc. 
• Household jobs done if required. 
• 30 years’ experience with a broad range of animals. 

Happy Holidays! 
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Yoga For You 
For Core Strength 
and Calm 

Mon: 9.30 Yoga, Laxton Village Hall, NN17 3AT. 

7.30pm Yoga, King’s Cliffe Memorial Hall. 

Tue: 5.45 & 7pm Yoga, Wansford Christie Hall. 

Wed: YOGACALM, a gentle class. 

7pm King’s Cliffe Memorial Hall, PE8 6XD. 

Thur: 10am Yoga, Wansford Christie Hall, PE8 6JS. 

4.30 Gentle/Chair Yoga and 6.30 Yoga at 

Easton-on-the-Hill Village Hall, PE9 3NN. 

£5 Welcome session, passes and Drop In 

options.  Beginners, Yoga Therapy, 1-1 

and small groups. 

Penny Taylor – Full Dip & Advanced Tutor 

pennyyoga@yahoo.co.uk  07960267986 
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Simba’s Den Day Nursery 
Main Street, Bulwick, NN17 3DY 

Outstanding homely childcare in an idyllic countryside location 

Open all year Monday to Friday 8am–6pm 

Fully funded 2 and 3 year old places available. 

Pre-school led by an early year’s professional. 

Close links to all schools. 

Weekly Ballet lessons from 2 years. 

Weekly forest school sessions at Fineshade wood. 

Lovely large outside area. 

Telephone: 01780 450937 

Email/Web: info@simbasden.co.uk   www.simbasden.co.uk 

 Early years education for children aged 2 – 4 

Growing a Love for Learning 
King’s Cliffe Endowed Pre-school offers the highest 

standards of care and play opportunities for children 

aged 2 to 4 years.   

Our ethos is to nurture and establish our children’s love 

for learning and exploration by providing the best 

possible experiences and opportunities. 

We now have an amazing Early Years Outdoor Area. 

Fully funded places available. 

For more information please contact the School Office 

on 01780 470259 or email 

katy.evans@kingscliffeschool.co.uk 

We offer sessions that  

run from 9.00am until 3.00pm. 

 
Please visit our website at www.kingscliffeschool.co.uk for 

more information about our wonderful Pre-School  

King’s Cliffe Endowed 
Pre-School, 

Kings Forest, King’s Cliffe, 
PE8 6XS. 
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Gazette Contacts 

During the Coronavirus Lockdown, contact can only be made by email. 

Editor (Articles, News and Events): David Teall,  gazette@kingscliffe.church 

Commercial Advertising: Andrea Fern,  andrea.fern@avus-consulting.co.uk 

The Closing Date for copy for online editions is the 20th of the previous month. 

The Gazette is published by All Saints and St James Church, King’s Cliffe 

as a service to the community.  It is written, edited and distributed by volunteers 

from all three parishes.  An electronic version is available here: 

www.kingscliffe.church/gazette 






