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For further information about all the services in our Benefice including 
Collyweston and Easton-on-the-Hill visit: www.kingscliffe.church 

From the Parish Priest 
“Peace on Earth; Good Will to All” 

Our Parish Churches and Christmas 

It is usually at Christmas that attendance at Church services is at its biggest 

in cities, towns and villages across the nation.  Christmas Carol Services 

and Crib Services can bring people across a community together. 

The Bible readings at these services will include an Old Testament 

reflection on God as the source of the light that brings hope out from 

nothing.  Hope in times of suffering, in times of confusion and disorder. 

The final reading is from the beginning of John’s Gospel declaring that this 

light has been seen in the life of Jesus, lived out in the hope he gave to 

those most excluded and most broken by life. 

The carols that are sung also emphasise this: we sing about shepherds 

regarded as the outsiders but being included; we sing about the depth of 

unconditional love such as that of a parent for a child and we sing about 

people living out this love in acts of kindness and service to other people.  

In this I believe there is hope for all people in facing the challenges of daily 

living, making decisions and taking actions that make a difference to the 

wellbeing of people everywhere and that address the needs of our planet. 

Full details of all the special Advent and Christmas services are given 

opposite and in the enclosed leaflet.                                              Philip Davies 

From the Parish Registers 
We extend our thoughts and prayers to all those who are bereaved 

remembering particularly the family and friends of: 

Valerie Singlehurst      Paulene ‘Mary’ Little 

Lady Catherine ‘Jane’ Elliott 

We welcome into the family of the Church: 

Harry Alexander Moor White and Alfie James Todd 

Alfie Robert West and Lily Joan West 
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The Benefice of 

King’s Cliffe, Bulwick & Blatherwycke and Laxton 

Incumbent Revd Canon Philip Davies 470314 

Reader David Teall 450407 

Co-ordinator Katy Evans (contact via Benefice Office) 

Benefice Office office@kingscliffe.church 479249 

The office is open for general enquiries including baptisms and weddings 

on Tuesdays 10:00–12:30 and Wednesdays 10:30–12:00. 

Churchwardens 

King’s Cliffe Felicity Thistlethwaite 470275 

 Andrea Fern 07970 151926 

Bulwick & Blatherwycke Alma O`Neill 450300 

Laxton Michael Harrison 450362 

 Rupert Boyle 450260 

Church Services in December 

All Saints and St James - King’s Cliffe 

  1 December 10:30 Benefice Communion 

  8 December 10:30 Family Communion 

15 December 10:30 Family Communion 

22 December 10:30 Family Communion 

Christmas Eve 16:00 Crib Service 

Christmas Eve 23:30 Midnight Mass 

Christmas Day 10:00 Family Communion 

29 December 10:30 Family Communion 

St Nicholas - Bulwick 

  4 December 11:30 Advent Communion then Soup 

  8 December 17:00 St Nicholas Christingle Service 

15 December 18:00 Carol Service 

Christmas Day 11:15 Carols followed by Communion 

All Saints - Laxton 

Christmas Day 09:00 Holy Communion 
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Food Basket 
There is a Food Basket at the back of the church in King’s Cliffe.  Donations 
of any non-perishable food can be added to the basket.  If you are in need 

of any extra food please help yourself. 

The Church Office can now issue vouchers for the Stamford Foodbank.  
They are able to provide 3 days worth of emergency food for individuals 

and families in financial crisis. 

Community Café 
at King’s Cliffe Parish Church 

8.45am to 11.00am every Friday 
Pop in to enjoy a coffee or tea, some delicious 

home-baked goods and a friendly chat. 
Everyone welcome 

Readings and Prayers for the Sundays in December 

1 December NT Romans 13: 11–14 
Advent Sunday Gospel Matthew 24: 36–44 
We pray for all who live in Ash Close, Bridge Street, Blatherwycke Road, Church 

Walk and Dakin Close, King’s Cliffe. 

8 December NT Romans 15: 4–13 
Second Sunday of Advent Gospel Matthew 3: 1–12 
We pray for all the residents of Blatherwycke. 

15 December NT James 5: 7–10 
Third Sunday of Advent Gospel Matthew 11: 2–11 
We pray for all those who live in Daleswood Rise, Elm Close, Fineshade Close, 

Forest Approach and Hall Yard, King’s Cliffe. 

22 December NT Romans 1: 1–7 
Fourth Sunday of Advent Gospel Matthew 1: 18–25 
We pray for all the residents of Bulwick. 

29 December NT Hebrews 2: 10–18 
First Sunday of Christmas Gospel Matthew 2: 13–23 
We give thanks for the year that has passed and pray for the strength and wisdom 

to use your many gifts for the benefit of all in the year to come. 
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Bonfire and Fireworks 
Although the Fireworks Display was delayed by a week, it was worth waiting for.  

The fireworks were as spectacular as usual with an amazing finale which set the 

skies ablaze.  Hot dogs, sausage rolls and alcohol-free mulled wine warmed the 

crowd (next year we’ll have the real stuff!) and Gemma and Rosie created cakes 

and biscuits for those with a sweeter tooth.  Our thanks go to them and to: 

Philip and Julia for letting us use their home and gardens; the Social Committee 

and helpers for providing refreshments; Charles for the spectacular bonfire, in 

spite of the weather; Rob of Strobe Disco for generously providing lighting to 

create a safe environment; Woodings and the Shopper for selling tickets; Graham 

and the 1605 team for coping with the saturated ground and giving their time to 

produce the wonderful, breath-taking display for the community. 

Felicity Thistlethwaite and Mandy Barber 

Church Coffee Morning 
Our November Coffee Morning was held at the home of Richard and Sue Trow-Smith.  

Thank you Richard and Sue for welcoming us so warmly and providing such 

delicious coffee and refreshments.  The morning raised £138 for Church Funds; 

our gratitude is extended to everyone who gave a raffle prize. 

The next Coffee Morning will be held at 10.30am on Wednesday 11th December 

at 14 Park Street.  This is our special Christmas Coffee Morning where we will 

have the opportunity to sing carols accompanied by Stephen Barber on the piano.  

Refreshment will include coffee, mince pies and a glass of sherry.  A warm 

welcome is extended to everyone.                           Janet Howard and Sheila Jackson 

King’s Cliffe Ecumenical Women’s Fellowship Group 
At our November meeting Barbara Wilshaw read the parable of the Prodigal Son 

and we thought about family forgiveness and love.  We took away a picture of the 

Return of the Prodigal Son by Rembrandt.  Thank you very much Barbara.  We had 

four special birthdays to celebrate: two ladies turned 80, one 90 and one 100!  

We had a nice afternoon tea with sandwiches, savoury items and, of course, a 

birthday cake.  Our next meeting will be Christmas lunch at Warmington. 

Sheila Jackson 

Please note the Closing Date for the 
January Edition is 9th December. 
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Messy Church – dates for your diary 
As the year draws to a close, King’s Cliffe Messy Church is looking forward to the 

next 12 months.  You are warmly welcome to join our Christian-centred activities 

based on the values of Family, Fun, Faith, Food and Friends at the relaxed and 

accessible community setting of Underground in King’s Cliffe.  

Our first meeting will be on Saturday 8th February with The Power of Love, before 

we bring the meaning of Easter alive with the guest appearance of a real rooster 

on Saturday 28th March in Eggs-actly Messy Church. 

Other Saturdays in 2020 for your diaries are: 6th June, 10th October and 21st 

November.  We shall also have our Pop-up Weekend centred around the King’s 

Cliffe Horticultural Show in August, the date of which is still to be confirmed.  

There will be entry preparations on the Saturday and Messy Church in the Park on 

the Sunday.  Please feel free to turn up at 3.30pm on the Saturdays listed for 90 

minutes of interactive learning in a friendly setting before tucking in to a 

celebratory tea.  Events are held at Underground throughout the year and it’s 

easy to get involved: see our publicity in the Gazette and on Facebook. 

We cannot end without thanking the team of volunteers who make these 

meetings possible through giving in so many different ways.  A special call-out to 

the ‘youth crew’ who keep the arguably more mature of us energised and young 

at heart.  Thanks everyone!                                             Carol Randall and Katy Weeks 

KC Ladies Group  
Our November meeting was again well attended.  The ladies enjoyed a great talk 

from Charles Tomalin who updated us on all the wonderful projects undertaken 

by Wildplaces.  We would like to extend our thanks, not only to Charles, but all 

the hard-working members of the Transition group who help to make King’s Cliffe 

such a lovely place to live. 

Our December get together will be Christmas Lunch at 12.30 for 1.00pm on 

Wednesday 4th December at The Bluebell, Easton-on-the-Hill.  Diana is 

coordinating the arrangements and we look forward to seeing everyone there. 

Pat Hawkins 

King’s Cliffe and area Old Blokes’ Club 
There is only one formal activity at the Old Blokes Club in December: the Ladies 

Invitation Lunch on the 2nd.  The exercise activities will take place as usual until 

we all get tied up with Christmas celebrations.  We wish you all a Happy Christmas 

and a fruitful new year.                                                     Chris Jackson (03330 113776) 
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King’s Cliffe Parish Council 
Allotments:  We have some space available within our Allotments.  If you are 

interested in an Allotment, either a full one or part of one, then please do not 

hesitate to contact the Parish Clerk. 

Parish Council Re-elections May 2020:  Have you ever considered becoming a 

Parish Councillor?  Are you interested in current affairs; do you wish to serve your 

Community; could you provide a voice for residents?  If you are interested in 

finding our more, please contact the Parish Clerk. 

Tender for Village Grass Cutting:  King’s Cliffe Parish Council would like to invite 

tenders for the grass cutting in the village. It is important to our community to 

ensure our village is kept tidy for all to enjoy. 

The County Council (or their replacement authority) has a statutory responsibility 

for cutting certain areas of grass, but budget cuts mean that they are currently 

fulfilling only the minimum legal requirement of 3 cuts per year, usually between 

March/April and October. Outside these times, the Parish Council has voted to 

take on any work which is needed to keep the village looking tidy, but it is difficult 

to predict when and how much is required.  The County Council will only give a 

rough guide of when they will be in the village (and experience indicates that it is 

not necessarily reliable) and the frequency and number of cuts is also weather-

dependent.  A minimum of three or four cuts in the season is a guideline, but the 

flexibility and adaptability to work around these circumstances, is essential. 

The Parish Council is seeking somebody to cut the main areas, trim and neaten 

around edges, posts, trees, etc and remove any cuttings where appropriate, e.g. 

when the grass is particularly long, to ensure that the village looks presentable.  

Suitable insurances, especially Public Liability, are necessary, and it would be 

helpful if you could provide information about the machinery and manpower 

available, to show how you will meet the standards; we have various sized areas 

of grass.  For continuity and consistency, it is proposed that the contract will be 

for two years, with an option to break after 12 months, and you will be quoting 

for a cost per cut, this price to remain fixed for the two-year contract.  If you 

would like to tender for this work, or know someone who would, please contact 

the Parish Clerk for more information on the areas that would need cutting. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year:  King’s Cliffe Parish Council would like to 

thank you all for your support during 2019 and wish everyone a very Merry 

Christmas and a Prosperous New Year.                              Tracey Green (Parish Clerk) 

01780 470799    clerk@kingscliffeparishcouncil.co.uk    www.kingscliffeparishcouncil.co.uk 
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Free, independent and confidential 

Come and see us at All Saints and St James Church, King’s Cliffe 

on the last Friday of every month from 9.00 to 10.00am 

in respect of Welfare Benefits (Social Security Law) and Debts. 

Referrals can be made to our Housing and Immigration Teams. 

For further details or to arrange an appointment please contact our 

Rushden Office 01933 313020 

Registered Charity 1128718                                                           Member of Advice UK 

To enquire about booking the King’s Cliffe Memorial Hall please email 
vhallbookings@gmail.com or phone 01780 470125. 

King’s Cliffe Gardeners’ Association 
Our regular meetings will start again in January.  Watch out for the KCGA 

Programme 2020!  Meanwhile there are a few jobs to be done outside despite the 

weather:  Gather up soggy leaves.  Examine damage from the rains, and create 

drainage channels if needed.  Pots are particularly susceptible to saturation, so 

stand them on bricks/off the ground to encourage better drainage.  Check frost 

protection, including any unlagged outdoor taps.  Take hardwood cuttings.  

Harvest leeks, parsnips, winter cabbage and remaining root crops.  Deciduous 

trees and shrubs can still be transplanted.  Cut evergreen foliage to create festive 

decorations; conifers, ivy, cornus stems, eucalyptus and holly all work well. 

Lindsay Kubicki 

Greetings from Sidmouth 
It does not seem possible that I have been in Sidmouth for ten years now.  I have 

very fond memories of King’s Cliffe and the people in it which make it such a 

special place.  So, at the start of this festive season, I would like to wish you all a 

very Happy Christmas and a Healthy New Year!                                         Josie Russell 
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Transition King’s Cliffe  for environment and community 
Christmas Fair:  The day has arrived!  The 10th annual Transition 

Christmas Fair is here with a cornucopia of stalls selling 

everything from painting to pottery, woodwork to willow weaving, 

screen-printing to stitching, there will be something for everyone. 

Our emphasis is on environmental sustainability and high 

quality crafts made locally. This is a lovely community 

event organised by volunteers with live music, cafe, raffle, 

bar and food stalls to make it a great start to advent! Visit 

our Transition table to see the amazing raffle prizes and 

talk about what TKC do in Kings Cliffe, and how you can get 

involved. We even have some simple ideas and products 

to help reduce plastic use at home. 

More details, including what will be for sale can be found on our website at 

www.transitionkingscliffe.org.uk/events  So, Avoid the Mall, come down to the Hall 

on Sunday 1st December from 11.00am to 4.00pm at King’s Cliffe Village Hall.  

Entry is free. 

Wildplaces: We have started our winter Railway Path project, clearing the way for 

a new connection from Meadow Bridge to the Village Field.  So much to do, but 

with our wonderful volunteers, we are making real progress. 

Our next Workparty will be on December 8th, again 

meeting at Meadow Bridge in the cutting between 

Wood Lane and Willow Lane.  If you can spare us 

some time between 10.30am and 1.00pm that 

would be great.  We need help with everything 

from chainsaws to loppers, building and managing bonfires, spades and rakes, 

post whacking and nailing rails.  Even collecting up twigs and bits for burning will 

be really helpful.  No experience necessary.  Tools provided, or bring your own.  

Proper footwear please.  :-) 

Contact:  If you want more information about any of our activities or want to get 

involved, please get in touch: info@transitionkingscliffe.org.uk 

www.transitionkingscliffe.org.uk   Transition Kings Cliffe                 Charles Tomalin 

Please note the Closing Date for the 
January Edition is 9th December. 
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The Way We Were 
Back in 1977, Canon John Bryan, then Rector of King’s Cliffe, wrote in the Parish 

Gazette about the important role of the pubs and inns in the past: 

“Extracts from local newspapers of the past show how extended and significant 

was the role of the inn in village life.  The public houses were more than houses in 

which to drink; they were the meeting-places of many of the institutions and 

social organisations of the community as the larger pubs were always able to 

supply suppers and dinners.  This was very much the case until World War One 

began in 1914. 

“The public house was the working-man’s social club.  Here he met friends and 

workmates on equal terms: here he could be at ease.  Village news was 

exchanged and the men made their own entertainment with their friends, singing 

solo “in the round”, as recalled by Mr George Smith [who died aged 83 in 1987].  

“At the Maltsters Arms on the corner of Pig Lane [Forest Approach] and West 

Street, a notable singer was Harry Cunnington and his favourite song was The Lark 

in the Morning.  Across the street at The Turner’s Arms [15 West Street] – a great 

house for singing – John ‘Podler’ Sharpe sang with deafening voice The Water-lily 

Belle.  Here, brothers Fred and George Sauntson regularly sang; Fred with The 

birds upon the tree and Crack, crack goes the whip – an old carrier’s song – as his 

specialities.  Here too Charles ‘Met’ Britten entertained the company with Break 

the news to Mother; and Charlie ‘Waggoner’ Saddington would give them Jolly 

Jack the Sailor, vigorously circling his thumbs as he did so!  Another favourite was 

Charles Compton with The Mistletoe Bough – always called for on the Sick-and-

Dividing Club share-out night!  [The share-out night was usually just in time for 

Christmas.] 

“The Wheel Inn [72 West Street] was also noted for its singing: Charles ‘Robin-oh’ 

Goodwin with Sweet Genevieve and What is the life of man any more than the 

trees?  George Smith’s own father was a favourite at the Wheel Inn with his 

rendition of The Farmer’s Boy.  The singing was always unaccompanied and there 

was a time when the man who failed to take his turn in the circle had to pay a 

forfeit of a gallon of beer.  Most of these songs had a chorus, the full rendering of 

which would rattle the windows.”              Sue Trow-Smith for King’s Cliffe Heritage 
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St Nicholas Church, Bulwick 
The Good Pumpkin Event: The event took place in the church from 18th to 20th 

October with exhibits of carved and decorated creations from the adults and 

juniors.  All who took part did a marvellous job at decorating the church for our 

Autumn Praise service.  Patch the Good Pumpkin took pride of place over the 

exhibits as the judge had the task of choosing the finest carved or decorated 

pumpkin.  Annette Wilson received the award for adults and William Tyers for 

juniors.  Well done everyone – what a talented lot of parishioners we have! 

Service of Remembrance: The annual service at St Nicholas for the parishes of 

Blatherwycke, Bulwick and Laxton was well attended.  The retiring offertory 

collection of £131.12 will be donated to The Royal British Legion. 

Christmas Meet the Neighbours Coffee Morning:  On Saturday 7th December 

from 10:00am to 12:30pm a Coffee, Mince pies and Craft event will be held in the 

Village Centre.  This will be a good opportunity to meet up with your neighbours, 

have a coffee and a natter, get in the festive spirit and have a catch up.  There will 

be a raffle, festive crafts and an opportunity to purchase the annual Christmas 

Quiz sheet.  Refreshments will all be complimentary, but donations for the Village 

Centre will be welcome.  Letters for St Nicholas can be posted in the St Nicholas 

mailbox, and we will do our best to get your message to him in time for Christmas. 

Advent mid-week Holy Communion Service: This service will take place at 

11:30am on Wednesday 4th December in St Nicholas’ Church.  After the service 

we will have a light lunch of soup, bread and cheese served in the church.  If you 

cannot make the service, but would like to join us for the refreshments, please 

come along from 12:15 onwards; you will be most welcome. 

Dress A Girl Around the World Project: There will be no session in December but 

we will re-commence sessions on the third Monday of the month at the Village 

Hall starting on Monday 20th January 2020 at 2.00pm.  We shall have festive 

crafts and an assortment of beautiful handmade items  for sale at the Meet the 

Neighbours event on the 7th December.  Proceeds from the sale will be donated 

to The Children’s Society and Northamptonshire Eve Family Refuge. 

Thank you: To all who assist with the many tasks that need doing to keep St 

Nicholas’ Church and the churchyards at St Nicholas and Holy Trinity, Blatherwycke 

in good order: flower arrangers, those who help with the cleaning, bell ringers, 

the church clock winder, the ladies who provide refreshments, those who help 

deliver the Gazette, and not forgetting those who ‘keep watch’ and help to make 

the church secure.  Have a joyous Christmas and a very Happy New Year. 

Alma O’Neill, Churchwarden (450300) 
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Laxton Village Hall 
November has been another busy month, with the Trash and Treasure Sale raising 

a wonderful total of £256.82.  Thank you to everyone who attended to support 

the event, and those who helped, particularly Derek and Val for organising the 

event.  If you have a brilliant idea for your own event, or for any other 

information on the Village Hall, please email info@laxtonvillagehall.org or get in 

touch via one of the social media channels (“Village Hall Laxton” on Facebook or 

@halllaxton on Twitter). 

Film Night:  December’s film will be shown Tuesday 3rd December at 7.30pm and 

is Yesterday (cert 12) written by Richard Curtis (Love Actually) and starring Himesh 

Patel (EastEnders) and Lily James (Cinderella).  Yesterday is a romantic comedy in 

which a struggling musician realises he’s the only person on Earth who can remember 

the Beatles after waking up in an alternate timeline where they never existed.  

Admission on the door £5.  Freshly brewed coffee, refreshments and bar 

available.  For enquires, call Noel Jessop 01780 450273. 

Book Club:  A lively discussion took place about November’s book, A Woman of 

No Importance; it was a very enjoyable evening.  December’s book is free choice, 

to be discussed over the Book Club’s Christmas meal, which will ensure many and 

varied conversations over dinner.  This meeting will be held at the Queen’s Head, 

Bulwick at 7.45pm on Tuesday 10th December.  (This event has been booked, and 

details have been sent out to those attending.  For any further information, please 

contact John McCrone.)  The book to read over the festive period for January’s 

meeting is Olive Kitteridge by Elizabeth Strout which you may remember as a TV 

mini-series from 2014 starring Frances McDormand.  Happy reading! 

Coffee Morning:  December’s Coffee Morning is to be held on the 14th December, 

from 10.00am to 12.00pm.  Please come and join us for a tasty cake and warm 

drink for the last time this decade!  As always, all are welcome and there may 

even be some mince pies.  

Christmas Lunch: Tickets continue to be sold for this very popular lunch, but only 

until 27th of November, or until they are sold out.  This year it is to be held on 

Sunday 8th December, commencing at 1.00pm. Tickets are £12.50 or £7.00 for 

children under 12.  This is always a well-supported community event at which 

local volunteers serve a delicious Christmas Lunch with all the trimmings to help 

kickstart the festive period.  Tickets must be paid for when booking and no tickets 

will be reserved without payment.  They will be available from Chrissie Mortlock, 

Garden House, Laxton 01780 450305. To find out how to purchase tickets or for 

more information please email info@laxtonvillagehall.org                  The Mortlocks 



News from Laxton 

13 

Spanhoe Memorial Ceremony 
At 11.00am on Sunday 10th November, Vaughn Winter laid a wreath at the 

Spanhoe Memorial on behalf of Laxton during a very well attended ceremony.  I 

would like to thank everyone for their very kind and generous donations.  A total 

of £135 was received of which £20 was used to purchase the wreath from the 

British Legion and the remaining £115 has been sent to the Commonwealth War 

Graves Commission.                                                                                       Vivien Harvey 

News from Nassington 
Nassington resident Robert Phipps has won Community Champion / Volunteer of 

the Year Award at the East Northamptonshire Sports and Physical Activity Awards 

for his work running and promoting the Nassington Health Walk. 

Since the walks started in March 2018, the group has grown to over 100 people 

from a number of villages across East Northants.  Thanks to Robert, a fellow 

walker was inspired to undertake the walk leader training and has now set up a 

weekly walk in King’s Cliffe.  

The Nassington walk takes place every Friday at 11.00am starting at the Black 

Horse and lasts about an hour.  The routes are over easy terrain with no stiles, 

and they are completely free of charge.  For more information, Robert can be 

contacted on 782558, or just go along on a Friday morning.                        Gill Rowe 

St Mary Magdalene Church, Yarwell 

A candlelit reading performed by Mike Harrison 

A Christmas Carol 
by Charles Dickens 

Come and listen to a truly wonderful 

Christmas Ghost Story 

at 6.30pm on Saturday 7th December  

Ticket price £12 to include first drink 

Tel: 01780 782 or 01780 789988 

Half the proceeds will go to All Saints, Laxton 
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Communicare 

NHS – The Big Conversation 

The Clinical Commissioning Group for Cambridgeshire and Peterborough, which 

holds an annual budget of more than £100 million, commissions services provided 

through General Practices, Hospitals, Mental Health and Community Services.  

That is an enormous sum of money, yet even so they are having to make hard 

decisions on our behalf about where that money is spent. 

To help them in this, they are engaging with patients and Practices through The 

Big Conversation about people’s preferences.  If you go to either of the web 

addresses printed below you will find versions of The Big Conversation 

questionnaire; one is a summary, the other goes into more detail. 

Summary: 

www.cambridgeshireandpeterboroughccg.nhs.uk/EasySiteWeb/

GatewayLink.aspx?alId=19071 

Full Document: 

www.cambridgeshireandpeterboroughccg.nhs.uk/EasySiteWeb/

GatewayLink.aspx?alId=19075 

Main Site: 

www.cambridgeshireandpeterboroughccg.nhs.uk/get-involved/the-big-

conversation/ 

If you wish you can print off and fill in a paper copy of the questionnaire and send 

it Freepost to the address below – you do not need a stamp. 

Freepost plus RSCR-GSGK-XSHK, Big conversation, Cambridgeshire and 

Peterborough CCG, Lockton House, Clarendon Road, Cambridge, CB2 8FH’. 

There is also a public event being held at The Fleet, Fleet Way, High Street, 

Fletton, Peterborough PE2 8DL on 21st November from 6.00pm to 7.30pm.  The 

Big Conversation itself ends on 20th December 2019.  May I encourage you to 

take part in this Big (and very important) Conversation.                         David Parkes 

Please note the Closing Date for the 
January Edition is 9th December. 
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The King’s Cliffe Players 
present 

Camelot – The Panto 
Cabaret seating and waiter service bar 

Performance dates: 
Feb 20th to 22nd 2020 – Matinee on 22nd 

Feb 27th to 29th 2020 

Tickets on sale at www.KingsCliffePlayers.co.uk 
and The King’s Cliffe Shopper from 1st December 
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LAXTON VILLAGE HALL 
FILM NIGHT 

(Cert 12A) 

Tuesday 3rd December at 7.30pm 

Admission on the door £5 

For enquiries call Noel Jessop 01780 450273 

Freshly brewed Coffee, Refreshments & Licensed Bar 
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Come and join 

All Saints & St James Church Choir 

Carol Singing around King’s Cliffe Village 

Monday 23rd December at 6.00pm 

Meet at King’s Cliffe Shopper 

Christmas Meet the Neighbours 

Coffee Morning 

Saturday 7th December 

10:00am – 12:30pm 

Bulwick Village Centre 

Complimentary Coffee and Mince pies (donations welcome) 

Craft from the Dress-a-Girl Project Group 

Christmas Quiz  ●  St Nicholas Mailbox 
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Tidings of comfort and joy 

An excellent way to start Christmas! 

The Cecilian Singers 

King’s Cliffe Endowed Primary School 

Friday 6th December at 7.30 pm 

Traditional Christmas music and 

entertaining readings. 

£10.00 per ticket (under 16s £8.00) 

Contact: Mandy on 470380 or buy at the door. 
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Nature Notes for November and December 
Will all our local wildlife need to develop webbed feet?  Probably not, but given 

time anything’s possible.  This exceptionally wet spell of weather has made it 

more difficult to see many small birds as they prefer to take cover from the 

elements.  Even garden visitors have been elusive. 

A pair of buzzards have been 

frequenting an area close to the 

old railway line, often flying low 

and perching on fence posts.  

They tend to use low perches that 

enable them to look out for prey 

passing beneath and then pounce 

on them quickly.  Their diet  is 

very varied so hunting in this way 

they could be looking for voles, 

reptiles, insects or even 

earthworms.  Recently I have 

seen this happening a few times 

along roadside verges. 

This is the time of year when the 

vixen can be heard barking to her 

mate.  The sound is a long, drawn 

out, somewhat eerie call that 

carries a long way.  I have heard it 

a few times on still evenings – a haunting cry quite appropriate to Halloween. 

Visiting winter thrushes are becoming more obvious and a small flock of fieldfares 

has been seen regularly around the village.  With strong northerly winds forecast 

we can expect an influx of these Scandinavian visitors. 

Barn owls are normally reluctant to hunt in the rain, but one individual was 

braving the drizzle in fields close to the river.  It was illuminated by my headlights 

as it flew low and direct across the fields, probably en route to a favourite hunting 

ground.  In the bright light the white feathers of its face, underparts  and 

underwing were a beautiful sight on a miserable evening. 

Fledgling 
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King’s Cliffe Club 

December Entertainment 

Friday 7th Main Room – The Steradents. 
A very welcome return to this great local band 

Friday 7th T.V Room – The Big Fight- Joshua vs Ruiz 

Friday 13th – The Nassington Brass Band 
A night of Christmas Carols and Fun! 

Saturday 14th – Dirty Rumours 
A welcome return to the club for this band. 

Sunday 15th – Children’s Christmas Party 3-5pm 
Face-painting, Christmas crafts, Father Christmas. 

Friday 19th – ‘Open Mike’ Night 
Come along and join in the fun. 

Friday 27th – The Depps 
A welcome return to the club for this band. 

Tuesday 31st – Xtreme Disco. 
Come and welcome in  the year 2020 with great music  

___________ 

We still have Fizz Fridays and a very well-stocked Gin Bar!! 

Music from 9.00pm 

Bingo every Sunday Evening from 8.00pm 

New members welcome! C.I.U Affiliated 
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Debbie’s Petsitting Services 
Flexible arrangements to suit your needs 

Overnight stay plus evening walk £25 per night 
Just Walks   £7.50hr 

Tel:  07367461656 
Email:  debbiestreather@gmail.com 

www.instagram.com/debbies_petsitting/ 

• Pets stay in their own homes. 
• Livestock, small animals, poultry, fish, horses etc. 
• Household jobs done if required. 
• 30 years’ experience with a broad range of animals. 

Happy Holidays! 

SELF BUILD PLOTS–ARE YOU INTERESTED? 
 

WE ARE LOOKING TO SEE WHO IN LOCAL 

VILLAGES ARE INTERESTED IN SELF BUILD 

PLOTS IF AN OPPORTUNITY BECAME 

AVAILABLE IN THE FUTURE IN THE AREA? 
 

PLEASE REGISTER YOUR INTEREST ONLY TO 

mail@elp-ltd.com 
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KING’S CLIFFE 
BAKERY 

68 WEST STREET 
KING’S CLIFFE 

Tel: 01780 470205 

DOOR TO DOOR DELIVERIES 

SHOP HOURS 
7AM TO 12 NOON 

MONDAY TO SATURDAY 

WHOLESALE AVAILABLE 

PHONE FOR PRICE LIST 

Village Pizzas 
Open Tue – Sat for 

Collection  4.30pm – 10pm 

or Delivery  6pm till 10pm 

01780 
784587 

View our Menu at 
www.villagepizzas.co.uk 

All pets and livestock catered for 

Free delivery over £50 and 
within a 5 mile radius. 

Opening times: 
Mon:   9:00–5pm 

Wed:   9:00–5pm 

Fri:   9:00–5pm 

Sat: 10:00–3pm 

Tuesday, Thursday & Sunday Closed 

The Granary, Southwick Rd, Bulwick, NN17 3DY. 

Tel: 07713 578737 or 01780 450220 
: @EastlandsHorsePetSupplies 

EASTLANDS 
HORSE AND 

PET SUPPLIES 
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Yoink 
Engineering 

Hand-crafted wrought ironwork 

• Bespoke Iron Beds, Chairs and 
Tables 

• Made to Measure Gates & 
Railings 

• Leaded Lights Repair, Re-crafting 

• Window Bars, Ornamental/
Security 

• Security Gates, Industrial or 
Domestic 

• Sand Blasting 

Call Rich to discuss your project. 

Mobile: 07950 797890 
Office: 01780 322223 
richrhodeslewis@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Are your carpets and upholstery in need of a freshen up? 
Look no further! 

Fully trained and insured to clean carpets and upholstery 
for both domestic and commercial clients. 

Colin Smith is local to the area and can give you a 
competitive quote today. 

Don’t hesitate, give him a ring on  
01780 471015 or 07919857311  

Email:  mysmartcarpet@yahoo.co.uk 

K.C. PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
KING’S CLIFFE 

• Extensions, Renovations, 
Conversions etc. 

• Repointing, Patios, Paving. 

• Stonework, Brickwork, 
Garden Walls. 

• Groundworks & Footings. 

• Digger Hire & Driver. 

• Plastering. 

• Interior & Exterior Decorating. 

FOR FREE QUOTATIONS PLEASE CALL 

KEVIN CUNNINGTON 
07946 139754 

MATT CZEREMSZNSKY 
07984 956947 
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R E Newton Ltd (Nassington) 
SPECIALIST CARPENTRY JOINERY & BUILDING WORK 

The Complete Refurbishment Specialist 

 Internal alterations to Extensions 

 Listed & Period Building Specialist 

 Hand Made Kitchens to your design and colour 

 Built in Wardrobes to cupboards/bookcases 

 Purpose made joinery – windows and doors 

Est. Since 1989 

www.renewton.com      Email: Edward@renewton.wanadoo.co.uk 

Tel:   Daytime 07831 256087   Evening 01780 782704 

FOR ALL YOUR CARPENTRY AND BUILDING NEEDS 

Martin James 

The Village Sweep 

Your local chimney sweeping service. 

Stove repairs: rope seals, firebricks etc. 

Certificates issued.    Fully insured. 

07749 438567 

01780 470275 

mhj1@btinternet.com 
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Crown Property Services 

Jonathon Hibbins 

Tel: 01780 783082 

Mobile: 07766 168659 

• Electrical & Plumbing 

• Renovations 

• Extensions 

• Kitchens & Bathrooms 

• Windows and Doors 

• Groundworks 

• Landscaping 

• Internal Refurbishment 

Old Sulehay Cottages, Yarwell, Peterborough, PE8 6PA. 

jonathon@hibbins.me 
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PETER RIDDINGTON LANDSCAPING  

We install Patios, Driveways, Ponds, Stone Walls, 

Decking and Fencing. 

We plant trees and shrubs and offer a complete 

Garden Maintenance Service. 

We supply and lay turf or grass seed with lawn management. 

Garden design service provided. 

Contact Peter Riddington today for a free quotation 

Telephone:  01780 783004         Mobile  07860 962068 

Email:  peter@peterriddington.co.uk 

Eyebrook Wild 
Bird Feeds 

Quality garden birdseed at 
farm gate prices, mixed on 

our nature friendly farm near 
the Eyebrook Reservoir  

Open Friday and Saturday 9am–5pm 
Sunday 9am–12 noon 

You are welcome to collect at any other time, but 
please telephone first to ensure we are here to serve you 

Rectory Farm, Great Easton, LE16 8SN 

01536 770771 

www.eyebrookwildbirdfeeds.co.uk 

Does Your 

Garden Grow? 

Gardening Services available in 
King’s Cliffe and surrounding 

villages: 

• Grass Cutting 
• Hedge Trimming 
• Pruning 
• Weeding 
• Deadheading 
• General garden tidy up 

~ Reasonable rates ~ 

Contact Tash on 07480 375528 

houdoesyourgardengrow@gmail.com 
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Ranger 
Gas 
 

Servicing/Breakdown 

Installation of all Gas 
Appliances 

Oil/Gas/LPG 

Heat pumps/Solar 

Tel:  07824 443062 
Email: 
Jamieheating@gmail.com 
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Andy Kemp 
 Computer Support 

 Web Site Design 

 User Training 

Specialising in Home 

Users, Home Workers and 

Small Businesses. 

01832 720522 

07738 274383 

andy.kemp@mail.com 
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THE IRONING MAIDEN 

Too much Ironing to handle? 

Let the Ironing Maiden 
take care of it for you. 

Collection & Delivery 

Same Day Delivery 

16 years’ experience 

Open Monday to Friday 

Tel: 07432 242691 

Email: 
no1ironmaiden@gmail.com 

E.M.DORMAN 
FUNERAL DIRECTOR Dip.F.D. 

A family concern 
giving a 24 hour 

personal service to all areas 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 

Golden Charter 
Pre-Paid Plans Available 

Tel: Uppingham 
01572 823976 

CROWSONS 
D.W. Gunn DipFD 

A FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS 
SERVING THE COMMUNITY 

FOR OVER ONE HUNDRED YEARS 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BARNWELL, OUNDLE, PETERBOROUGH, PE8 5PS 

01832 
272269 

01832 
272269 

• Caring personal attention 
• Chapels of rest 
• 24 hour service to all areas 
• Flowers and catering available 
• Memorials 
• Advice on Golden Charter pre-payment Schemes 
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Bespoke picture 
framing 

Oils, watercolour, textiles, etc. 
Large or small. 

Contact: 

FELICITY THISTLETHWAITE 
m: 07943 127979 

t: 01780 470275 

e: fthistlethwaite@ 
    rocketmail.com 

Yoga For You 
For Core Strength 
and Calm 

Mon: 9.30 Yoga, Laxton Village Hall, NN17 3AT. 

7.30pm Yoga, King’s Cliffe Memorial Hall. 

Tue: 5.45 & 7pm Yoga, Wansford Christie Hall. 

Wed: YOGACALM, a gentle class. 

7pm King’s Cliffe Memorial Hall, PE8 6XD. 

Thur: 10am Yoga, Wansford Christie Hall, PE8 6JS. 

4.30 Gentle/Chair Yoga and 6.30 Yoga at 

Easton-on-the-Hill Village Hall, PE9 3NN. 

£5 Welcome session, passes and Drop In 

options.  Beginners, Yoga Therapy, 1-1 

and small groups. 

Penny Taylor – Full Dip & Advanced Tutor 

pennyyoga@yahoo.co.uk  07960267986 

King’s Cliffe Village Hall 

Tuesdays 
2.30 – 3.30 

Over 60s 
Keep Fit 

For better strength, stamina, 
balance & coordination. 

Call Mandy Glen 
01780 470221 / 07949 736505 

(Also for the less able of any age) 
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Melanie’s 
Qualified Hairdresser 

92 West Street, King’s Cliffe 
Tel: 01780 470371 

Shampoo & Sets 

Blow Drying 

Permanent Tinting 

Semi Colouring 

Perming 

High & Low Lights 

Wet Cuts 

Dry Cuts 

earn to drive 
with Karen 

King’s Cliffe and the 
surrounding area. 

Peterborough and the 
surrounding area. 

Karen Newton 
Approved Driving Instructor 
(ADI) 

karennewton144@gmail.com 

07850 487929 
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Simba’s Den Day Nursery 
Main Street, Bulwick, NN17 3DY 

Outstanding homely childcare in an idyllic countryside location 

Open all year Monday to Friday 8am–6pm 

Fully funded 2 and 3 year old places available. 

Pre-school led by an early year’s professional. 

Close links to all schools. 

Weekly Ballet lessons from 2 years. 

Weekly forest school sessions at Fineshade wood. 

Lovely large outside area. 

Telephone: 01780 450937 

Email/Web: info@simbasden.co.uk   www.simbasden.co.uk 

 Early years education for children aged 2 – 4 

Growing a Love for Learning 
King’s Cliffe Endowed Pre-school offers the highest 

standards of care and play opportunities for children 

aged 2 to 4 years.   

Our ethos is to nurture and establish our children’s love 

for learning and exploration by providing the best 

possible experiences and opportunities. 

We now have an amazing Early Years Outdoor Area. 

Fully funded places available. 

For more information please contact the School Office 

on 01780 470259 or email 

katy.evans@kingscliffeschool.co.uk 

We offer sessions that  

run from 9.00am until 3.00pm. 

 
Please visit our website at www.kingscliffeschool.co.uk for 

more information about our wonderful Pre-School  

King’s Cliffe Endowed 
Pre-School, 

Kings Forest, King’s Cliffe, 
PE8 6XS. 



Diary 

 

The Gazette is published by All Saints and St James Church, King’s Cliffe 

as a service to the community.  It is written, edited and distributed by 

volunteers from all three parishes.  An electronic version is available here: 

www.kingscliffe.church/gazette 

Gazette Contacts 
You are requested to make contact by Email whenever possible. 

Editor (Articles, News and Events): David Teall,  gazette@kingscliffe.church 

Commercial Advertising: Andrea Fern,  andrea.fern@avus-consulting.co.uk 

Hand-written contributions can be left in the box at the back of King’s Cliffe church. 

The Closing Date for all copy is the 15th of the previous month. 

December 
  1 Dec Transition Christmas Fair 11:00–16:00 Village Hall, KC 
  2 Dec  11:00 KC Active, KC 
  3 Dec Film Night Yesterday 19:30 Village Hall, Laxton 
  4 Dec KC Ladies Christmas Lunch 12:30 The Bluebell, Easton 
  4 Dec Evergreen Club Meeting 14:00 The Club, KC 
  6 Dec The Cecilian Singers 19:30 Parish Church, KC 
  7 Dec Meet the Neighbours 10:00–12:30 Village Centre, Bulwick 
  8 Dec Wildplaces Workparty 10:30–13:00 Meadow Bridge, KC 
  8 Dec Laxton Christmas Lunch 13:00 Village Hall, Laxton 
10 Dec KC Parish Council Meeting 19:30 KC Active, KC 
10 Dec  19:45 Queen’s Head, Bulwick 
11 Dec KC Church Coffee Morning 10:30–12:00 14 Park Street, KC 
14 Dec Laxton Coffee Morning 10:00–12:00 Village Hall, Laxton 
23 Dec Carol Singing around KC 18:00 The Shopper, KC 

January 
20 Jan Dress A Girl Workshop 14:00–16:00 Village Centre, Bulwick 

Please note the Closing Date for the 
January Edition is 9th December. 


