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From the Parish Priest 

Cricket “World Cup Winners” 

I had little chance of not finding enjoyment in the game of cricket as I had 

a grandparent who was groundsman, captain and a player for over 40 

years for the village team of Downe in Kent. 

The primary school I attended had a cricket team which played regular 

matches with other schools and after school I was able to join a local team 

that played weekly friendly matches.  I was first taken to a cricket match in 

the summer of 1966 watching the England team beat the West Indies at 

the Oval. (The West Indies had won the other 4 test matches!) 

I enjoyed coaching cricket teams of boys and girls when teaching and for 

me the perfect summer job was doing cover as a cricket commentator at 

the Northampton County Ground.  All in all, I can feel very grateful for this 

wonderful game and now sharing in the delight over our recent World Cup 

victory. 

During the World Cup I enjoyed reading Moeen Ali`s newspaper articles.  

He has written and talked about how the players have, as a team, come to 

better understand each other’s faiths, beliefs and religious practices and 

to respect each other.  Such openness and willingness to understand 

better and to respect the other person seems to me a very important 

message for our time.                                                                   Philip Davies 

From the Parish Registers 
We welcome into the family of the Church: 

Harry James Mitchell 

Willow Ivy Grace Lattimore 

Sienna Rose Fereday 

We extend our thoughts and prayers to all those who are bereaved 

remembering particularly the family and friends of: 

Christopher Alfred Giddings 

Helen Barratt 
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The Benefice of 

King’s Cliffe, Bulwick & Blatherwycke and Laxton 

Incumbent Revd Canon Philip Davies 470314 

Reader David Teall 450407 

Co-ordinator Katy Evans (contact via Benefice Office) 

Benefice Office office@kingscliffe.church 479249 

The office is open for general enquiries including baptisms and weddings 

on Tuesdays 10:00–12:30 and Wednesdays 10:30–12:00. 

Churchwardens 

King’s Cliffe Felicity Thistlethwaite 470275 

 Andrea Fern 07970 151926 

Bulwick & Blatherwycke Alma O`Neill 450300 

Laxton Michael Harrison 450362 

 Rupert Boyle 450260 

For further information about all the services in our Benefice including 
Collyweston and Easton-on-the-Hill visit: www.kingscliffe.church 

Church Services in September 
All Saints and St James - King’s Cliffe 

Each Wednesday 10:00 Holy Communion 

  1 September 10:30 Benefice Communion 

  8 September 10:30 Family Communion* 

15 September 10:30 Harvest Festival 

22 September 10:30 Family Communion* 

29 September 10:30 Family Communion* 

* Children’s Groups (CHAOS) take place during these services. 

Holy Trinity - Blatherwycke 

29 September 17:00 Harvest Festival 

All Saints - Laxton 

29 September 18:00 Harvest Praise 
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Food Basket 
There is a Food Basket at the back of the church in King’s Cliffe.  Donations 
of any non-perishable food can be added to the basket.  If you are in need 

of any extra food please help yourself. 

The Church Office can now issue vouchers for the Stamford Foodbank.  
They are able to provide 3 days worth of emergency food for individuals 

and families in financial crisis. 

Community Café 
at King’s Cliffe Parish Church 

8.45am to 11.00am every Friday 
Pop in to enjoy a coffee or tea, some delicious 

home-baked goods and a friendly chat. 
Everyone welcome 

Readings and Prayers for the Sundays in September 

1 September NT Hebrews 13: 1–8, 15, 16 
Eleventh Sunday after Trinity Gospel Luke 14: 1, 7–14 
We pray for the businesses in our area; for employers and employees. 

8 September NT Philemon 1–21 
Twelfth Sunday after Trinity Gospel Luke 14: 25–33 
We pray for the local shops and for those who serve the community in this way; 

for our village halls, parish centres, pubs and the club. 

15 September NT 1 Timothy 1: 12–17 
Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity Gospel Luke 15: 1–10 
We pray for farmers and all who work on the land. 

22 September NT 1 Timothy 2: 1–7 
Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity Gospel Luke 16: 1–13 
We pray for the surgery and for all who work there providing health care for our 

community. 

29 September NT 1 Timothy 6: 6–19 
Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity Gospel Luke 16: 19–31 
We pray for the many things that we so often take for granted:  the countryside, 

trees, fields, hedges, wildlife and changing seasons. 
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Concert for Choir and Organ 

We had a lovely summer’s evening of entertainment at King’s Cliffe Church at the 

beginning of July.  The choir sang sacred music accompanied by Helen Wright.  

Gemma Martin and Rosie Leuchars sang Rossini’s Cat Duet in a suitably feline 

way.  Stephen Barber played a selection of organ pieces and Helen and Stephen 

played a duet for organ and piano.  Thank you to everyone who performed, gave 

raffle prizes and supported the event by selling wine and raffle tickets.  £423 was 

raised for church funds.                                                                               Mandy Barber 

Church Coffee Morning 

This month’s Coffee Morning will be held at 10.30am on Wednesday, 11th 

September at 37 Oak Lane, King’s Cliffe  Do come along and enjoy good company 

and refreshments.                                                                                           Christine Ball 

King’s Cliffe Ecumenical Women’s Fellowship Group 

This month’s meeting will be held on Thursday 5th September at 2.00pm in the 

CHAOS room, King’s Cliffe Church when members will be invited to ‘Show and 

Tell’ to the group.                                                                                            Christine Ball 

KC Ladies Group  
After the summer break, we hope all ladies will be able to join us for our next 

meeting on Monday 2nd September in the Ex-Servicemen’s Club at 12.15.  Don’t 

forget to bring your lunch!  New members and visitors are welcome when we will 

be delighted to introduce Katy Weeks to gives us a talk on her role at Underground 

and what it takes to organise and run this very successful club.  We look forward 

to seeing you all and, as usual, Diana will be pleased to provide further information 

on 01780 470427.                                                                                             Pat Hawkins 

King’s Cliffe Heritage Centre 

The Heritage Centre will be open to visit on Sunday 22nd September from 2.00pm 

to 5.00pm.  Our collection of village artefacts is being added to on a regular basis, 

and our digital archive has lots of pictures and other information which will help 

you explore the village’s interesting past.  Children are welcome and we have 

paper-based activities to help them get the most out of their visit.  The Heritage 

Centre is at 27, Bridge Street; a hanging sign over the street will tell you we’re 

open.  Entry is free but please be aware we have no toilet facilities on site. 

Sue Trow-Smith 
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KCGA Produce Show Results 
We enjoyed a really good Produce Show this year despite rain trying to spoil the 

fun.  It was great to see several new exhibitors in all classes. 

Show Class Winners 

Fruit & Veg 1st Gavyn Willimer 2nd Mark & Sheila Grout 3rd Jeremy O’Neill 

Flowers 1st Judy Templar 2nd June Hakes 3rd Syd Morris 

Cookery 1st= Sue Trow-Smith & Sophie Jubb 2nd Martin Jubb 3rd Cat Raitt 

Art & Craft 1st Susannah Sutton 2nd Mandy Barber 3rd Jo Jones 

Photography 1st Jo Jones 2nd Liz Bunting 3rd Mike Bunting 

Under 5s 1st August Feeney 2nd Amelia Slevin 3rd Donna Fairweather 

Under 9s 1st Freddie Willimer 2nd Hugo Sharp 3rd Tilly Verrinder 

Under 14s 1st Isabelle Feeney 2nd Henry Paige 3rd Poppy Verrinder 

Championship 1st Gavyn Willimer 2nd Mark & Sheila Grout 3rd Syd Morris 

(Adult) 4th Liz Bunting 5th Jeremy O’Neill  

 6th= Jo Jones & Judy Templar & Sue Trow-Smith 

Championship 1st August Feeney 2nd Isabelle Feeney 3rd Henry Paige 

(Junior) 4th Henry Raitt 5th Freddie Willimer 6th= Hugo Sharp & Isla Sharp 

Section Winners 

Edwin Ford Memorial Cup Gavyn Willimer 

Hakes Rose Bowl Judy Templar 

Hetherington Smith Cup Sue Trow-Smith & Sophie Jubb 

KCGA Challenge Cup Susannah Sutton 

Bernard Howard Memorial Cup Jo Jones 

Overall Show Winners  

Championship Shield for Adults Gavyn Willimer 

Championship Shield for Children August Feeney 

Very special thanks go to our Show Sponsors: PC Howard; the late Mr Noel 

Cheesley for the Championship Shields; the Ford family for the Edwin Ford 

Memorial Cup; Bill Hakes for the Hakes Rose Bowl; the late Mr Colin Hetherington 

& the late Ms Angela Smith for the Hetherington Smith Challenge Cup; KCGA for 

the Art & Craft Challenge Cup; Mrs Janet Howard for the Bernard Howard 

Challenge Cup; Raffle Prizes kindly donated by Messrs. Wooding Greengrocers, 

King’s Cliffe Ex-Servicemens’ and Social Club, Judy Floyd, King’s Cliffe Gardeners’ 

Association and KCGA Members. 

An enormous thank you to all who entered, attended, helped and supported the 

show: without you there wouldn’t be such a wonderful village event for all to 

enjoy.                                                                 Lindsay Kubicki for the Show Committee 
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King’s Cliffe Gardeners’ Association 
Our next meeting will be held at 7.30pm on Wednesday 25th September at KC 

Active when we will welcome back speaker Geoff Hodge who will be giving us a 

talk on House Plants. Geoff is a horticultural writer and broadcaster, former 

gardening editor for Gardening News and web editor for RHS Online.  The 

meeting is open to members and non members with a nominal entry fee and no 

obligation to join.  There will be a good raffle and refreshments will be served.  

For further information contact June Hakes: 470452 or jb.hakes@btinternet.com.  

Jobs for September:  Collect and sow seed from perennials and hardy annuals.  

Divide herbaceous perennials.  Dig up remaining potatoes before slug damage 

spoils them.  Net ponds before leaf fall gets underway.  Keep up with watering of 

new plants, using rain or grey water if possible.  Start to reduce the frequency of 

houseplant watering.  Clean out cold frames and greenhouses so that they are 

ready for use in the autumn.  Cover leafy vegetable crops with bird-proof netting.  

Plant spring flowering bulbs.                                                                     Lindsay Kubicki 

Village Hall Teas 
Though schools may be back, our weekly summer season of Teas has three more 

weeks to run through to Sunday 15th September.  We’ll be there to welcome you 

from 2.00pm until our usual last orders at 4.30pm.  Cream and jam with homemade 

scones join our selection of homemade cakes and cheese scones; and toasted tea-

bread is still on the menu!  Enjoy a relaxing pot of tea or coffee; fruit squashes are 

also available.  Homemade jams are for sale and our Book Corner is a great place 

to browse for a good read.                                                                        Sue Trow-Smith 

Neighbourhood Plan Referendum 
The Neighbourhood Plan has now been cleared to go to Referendum.  All 

registered voters in the village will have the chance to vote on whether or not to 

accept the Plan.  The final Plan is available for viewing on the website: 

www.kingscliffeplan.org.uk and hard copies will be put in the Church for 

consultation.  The date of the Referendum will be Thursday September 19th and 

further details will be announced on the NP website, Parish Council noticeboards, 

and social media. 

Many thanks to all those who have participated in the making of the Plan.  

Hundreds of you have helped in the various consultation exercises so it really has 

been a whole village exercise.  A simple majority will be enough to pass it, so your 

vote really counts.                                                   Chris Leuchars (The Steering Group) 
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King’s Cliffe Old Blokes Club 
The next lunch time meeting will be held on Monday 2nd September when the 

speaker will be Dave Scaysbrook who will be talking about his work as a Forensic 

Scientist.  A visit has been arranged to the Toyota factory near Derby on 24th 

September.  The Get Fitter Gentlemen meet every Wednesday at 10.00am; the 

ladies meet normally at 11.30am.  There is also a mixed group meeting at 10.00am 

on Fridays.  Meetings take place at King’s Cliffe Active.  There are no membership 

fees but lunches cost £5 and the Get Fitter groups charge £2 per session.  There is 

no formal membership so just turn up, provided you think you are an Old Bloke. 

Chris Jackson (033300 013776) 

King’s Cliffe Parish Council 
We have some space available within our Allotments.  If you are interested in an 

Allotment, either a full one or indeed a part of one, then please do not hesitate to 

contact the Parish Clerk.                                                       Tracey Green (Parish Clerk) 

www.kingscliffeparishcouncil.co.uk    01780 470799    clerk@kingscliffeparishcouncil.co.uk 

The Silver Line 
Seeing my Dad struggle through loneliness after my Mum’s death really opened 

my eyes to how devastating it can be for those living alone and isolated.  In the 

blink of an eye our lives can change and older people are especially vulnerable to 

loneliness and social isolation which can have a serious effect on health and 

mental wellbeing.  According to Age UK, more than 2 million people in England 

over the age of 75 are living alone, and more than a million older people say they 

go for over a month without speaking to a friend, neighbour or family member.  

People can become socially isolated for a variety of reasons, such as getting older 

or weaker, no longer being the hub of their family, leaving the workplace, the 

deaths of spouses and friends, or through disability or illness. 

As our communities become more fragmented, sadly it is often the elderly who 

are left without support systems that were more prevalent in the past.  When my 

Dad sadly passed away only seven weeks after my Mum, I was drawn to volunteer 

for an organisation that worked with lonely and isolated older people.  Still 

grieving after losing both my parents so close together, I saw a poster at the local 

hospital for The Silver Line.  I took note and went back home and investigated 

what they were all about.  

The Silver Line operates the only national, free, confidential helpline for lonely 

and isolated older people and is open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a 

year.  It currently receives a staggering 10,000 calls per week, many of which are, 

unsurprisingly, in the evenings and weekends which can be the loneliest of times. 
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To enquire about booking the King’s Cliffe Memorial Hall please email 
vhallbookings@gmail.com or phone 01780 470125. 

It was set up in 2013 by Dame Esther Rantzen after she received an overwhelming 

response from elderly, lonely people who had read her personal account of 

loneliness after losing her husband.  After reading about the great work they did I 

signed up to be a telephone volunteer.  Once you have been trained you are 

matched to a Silver Line friend and make weekly calls at an agreed day and time.  

As well as the telephone service the Silver Line also runs: 

Silver Line Connects:  Connecting older people with services in their local area 

from face-to-face befriending to finding a local coffee morning. 

Keeping in Touch (KIT):  Whilst an older person is waiting for a Telephone Friend, 

a member of staff will make contact each week or every other week to reassure 

them and have a chat. 

Silver Circles:  Facilitated group friendship calls between older people each week 

for up to an hour.  This brings Silver Liners together who have a common interest 

and allows them to be part of a group, all from the comfort of their own home. 

The Silver Line is there for anyone aged 55 years or older who thinks they need 

their services.  The wonderful thing is that they do not define what loneliness or 

isolation can mean to an individual older person. 

It took me quite a while to be matched to my Silver Line Friend, but I was finally 

matched to a lady and we have been chatting and laughing now for nearly 2 years.  

We never get to see each other (it’s only a telephone friendship), but we can 

exchange photos and cards and I must say it’s one of the highlights of my week 

speaking to her.  We’ve got to know each other really well and share what we 

have done over the week, our plans for the future and lots of laughter.  We pack 

quite a bit into our weekly half an hour!  If she’s a little down (she has some 

chronic conditions that affect her mobility), I now know how to cheer her up and 

make her feel a little better.  I’m so fond of her and I have a sneaking suspicion 

she’s a little fond of me too. 

If you are experiencing loneliness or isolation there are ways to overcome this, 

even if you are living alone and are finding it hard to get out.  The Silver Line can 

be contacted on 0800 4 70 80 90 or www.thesilverline.org.uk.  Also, some great 

advice and contacts can be found on this link to the NHS site: 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/stress-anxiety-depression/loneliness-in-older-people/ 

Elaine Davis 
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Transition King’s Cliffe  for environment and community 

Christmas Fair:  It’s a long way off but plans are already 

afoot for this year’s Christmas Fair which will take place on 

Sunday 1st December in the Village Hall.  This is a keystone 

event in the village year and, as usual, is a community effort 

put on by volunteers.  We are always happy to have help, 

putting up posters at the beginning of November and setting 

up, running and clearing away is always more enjoyable with 

company!  Please get in touch if you can to help. 

Wildplaces:  Haymaking on the Village Field was well attended this year with a 

number of first-timers having a go, and some natural scythers emerging!  We have 

a couple of patches left to sort out in September – the wildlife zone on Kingsmead 

and then the railway path from there over Park Street bridge to the cricket field/

SSSI.  These should be cut in advance, so it will be a simple raking job to clear the 

cuttings off the meadow areas.  We will be meeting on Kingsmead at 10.30am on 

8th September and heading east along the railway from there.  Any time you can 

spare is much appreciated.  All welcome, no tools required! 

Bike Fix:  Puncture?  Brakes not working?  

Problems with the gears?  Bring your bike 

along to Forest Approach on Saturday 7th 

September between 10.00am and 12.00 

noon and let one of us take a look, and 

hopefully fix it, for a small donation. 

Community Minibus:  During the summer the Transition minibus has had a lot of 

use by people organising trips to the seaside, garden centres and so on.  If you’re 

organising a group outing somewhere, why not use our convenient transport 

rather than separate cars?  Contact Mike Henchy (text 07712442774 or email 

mikehenchy19@gmail.com. 

AGM:  Our AGM this year will be at 7.45pm on 17th September in the Club.  Do 

come along and hear what we’ve been up to over the last year! 

Contact:  If you want more information about any of our activities or want to get 

involved, please get in touch: info@transitionkingscliffe.org.uk 

www.transitionkingscliffe.org.uk   Transition Kings Cliffe                 Charles Tomalin 
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The Way We Were 
Our transcripts of items from local newspapers relating to King’s Cliffe in the past 

include the many public ‘Notices’ which were published.  Here is one taken from 

the Stamford Mercury, 9th October 1746: 

“WHEREAS a Fair is annually held at King’s Cliffe in the County of Northampton 

on the 18th day of October, and a Distemper amongst Horned Cattle now rages in 

several Parts of the County; the Right Honourable the Earl of EXETER, Lord of 

the Manor of King’s Cliffe aforesaid, and Proprietor of the said Fair, (being 

desirous as far as possible to prevent the spreading of the said Distemper) has 

ordered this Notice to be given.  That no Horned Cattle will be permitted to be 

brought into the said Fair, or the Liberties thereof.  And that to answer the End 

proposed by His Majesty’s late Order in Council, all Persons offending against the 

said Order will be prosecuted as the Law directs. 

J Wyche, Steward of the said Manor.  Burghley, 27th September 1746.” 

Cliffe Fair was granted by King Henry III in 1249 to be held on the vigil, day and 

morrow of St James’ Day (25th July).  Later, the date was changed by a further 

Royal Charter to the vigil, day and morrow of St Luke’s Day (18th October).  This 

was still the date of Cliffe Fair at the time of this public Notice in 1746 but, only six 

years later, in 1752, the date of the Fair changed again, this time to October 29th, 

though in fact the date did not move at all!  This change came about when a new 

calendar was introduced across the country to bring the calendar year back into 

line with the actual time it takes the Earth to go round the Sun.  Until 1752, we 

were using the Julian calendar, introduced by Julius Caesar in 45BC, but this had 

‘slipped’ by eleven days.  This difference was corrected when the more accurate 

Gregorian calendar – devised by Pope Gregory XIII in 1582 – was finally adopted 

here in England in 1752.  That year, the 3rd September became the 14th 

September and the start of each New Year after that was changed from 25th 

March to the 1st January.   There were complaints about the ‘loss’ of these 11 

days of September, but in reality the daily lives of people, particularly in rural 

areas, were governed much more by the seasons than by dates on a calendar.  

Today, matters would be very different. 

Cliffe Fair continued to be held on October 29th at the Cross in the heart of the 

village well into the 19th century, though by then it was only a one-day affair and 

‘horned cattle’ were no longer being brought there. 

Sue Trow-Smith for King’s Cliffe Heritage 
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St Nicholas Church, Bulwick 
Bulwick Horticultural Show:  As the Show was held after the deadline for the 

September Gazette the results will be included in the October edition. 

Dress A Girl Around the World:  The DAGAW Sessions will resume at 2.00pm on 

Monday 16th September at Bulwick Village Centre when you can hear updates on 

where most of the items produced have been despatched to, as well as enjoy a 

cuppa, cake and a natter.  Future sessions will be held on 20th October and 18th 

November.  All are welcome to come along. 

The dedicated ladies have also made items to sell at village events, the proceeds 

from which will be donated to The Children’s Society and Eve Northamptonshire 

Family Refuge.  There has been a lot of support from the villages for this project, 

so thank you to all who have donated materials and other items for us to use.  We 

now have sufficient fabric and haberdashery but knitting wool is still needed. 

Jumble Sale for Horticultural Show Funds:  The Jumble Sale will take place from 

10.00am to 12 noon on Saturday 19th October at Bulwick Village Centre. 

Harvest Festival at Blatherwycke:  A Harvest Festival service will take place at 

5.00pm on Sunday 29th September at Holy Trinity Church Blatherwycke.  Access 

to the church for the service is along the Old Hall Drive through the gate by the 

bridge or along the public footpath from The Barn. 

Alma O’Neill, Churchwarden (450300) 

Ride and Stride – Saturday 14th September 
Blatherwycke, Bulwick and Laxton churches will all be open for this annual event 

to raise money to support our local historic churches.  Full details of the event are 

given on page 19.  You can take part by walking, cycling or acting as a recorder in 

one of our churches.  If you would like further details of the churches taking part 

so that you can plan a route, or if you would like to be a recorder at one of our 

churches, please get in touch with Alma O’Neill on 01780 450300 (Bulwick and 

Blatherwycke) or Diane Martini 01780 450422 (Laxton). 

Alma O’Neill and Diane Martini 

Laxton Village Hall 
August has been another quiet summer month in the Village Hall!  We are happy 

to be able to inform you that the funding for the Film Nights has been agreed and 

Film Night can restart from October.  Please see below for further details on our 

first autumn film, Fisherman’s Friends. 
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The summer tends to be a quieter season for Laxton Village Hall so please do 

remember that the Village Hall is available to hire for your own events and 

suggestions for events that you would like to see are always welcome, as are 

offers to help organise them!  For information on the hire process and costs or to 

offer help or ideas please contact info@laxtonvillagehall.org or via our social 

media channels (“Village Hall Laxton” on Facebook or @halllaxton on Twitter). 

Book Club–10th September 7.30pm:  As August’s reading material was free 

choice, multiple books will be discussed in the September meeting.  The book 

selected to be read in preparation for discussion at the October meeting is The 

Siege by Helen Dunmore.  “Leningrad, September 1941.  German tanks surround 

the city, imprisoning those who live there.  The besieged people of Leningrad face 

shells, starvation, and the Russian winter.  Interweaving two love affairs in two 

generations, The Siege draws us deep into the Levin's family struggle to stay alive 

during this terrible winter.  It is a story about war and the wounds it inflicts on 

people’s lives.  It is also a lyrical and deeply moving celebration of love, life and 

survival.” 

Coffee Morning–14th September 10.30pm–12.00 noon:  This month’s Coffee 

Morning will be held on the 14th September.  As always, a delicious selection of 

cakes will be available alongside tea and coffee, all at very reasonable prices.  Do 

pop along for a drink, a cake and a chat. 

Film Night–Fisherman’s Friends–Tuesday 1st October 7.30pm: 

Tickets £5 available on the door, refreshments and bar available. 

Fisherman’s Friends is a 2019 biographical comedy-drama directed by Chris Foggin 

from a screenplay by Nick Moorcroft, Meg Leonard and Piers Ashworth.  It is 

based on a true story about Port Isaac’s Fisherman’s Friends, a group of Cornish 

fishermen from Port Isaac who were signed by Universal Records and achieved a 

top 10 hit with their debut album of traditional sea shanties.  A fast-living, cynical 

London music executive reluctantly heads to Cornwall on a colleague’s stag 

weekend where he’s pranked by his boss into trying to sign a group of shanty-

singing fishermen.  Attempting to overcome the fishermen’s scepticism about the 

music business, he finds himself drawn into the community, has his integrity 

tested and ultimately is shown the meaning of loyalty, love and friendship.  This 

forces him to re-evaluate what really matters in life, ultimately giving him the 

chance of a different kind of success.  The film stars an ensemble cast headed by 

Daniel Mays (Line of Duty), James Purefoy (Rome) and Tuppence Middleton 

(Imitation Game).                                                                                          The Mortlocks 
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Nature Notes for August and September 
 

Attracted by the screaming cries of a group of Swifts high above, 

I looked up to watch them.  Circling even higher was a pointed-

winged, long narrow-tailed bird of prey.  The Hobby is a summer 

visitor and this was the first I had seen this year near the village.  

It did not stay for long and soon headed off in the direction of 

Fineshade where there would be more insects above the trees. 

 

Very early one morning another small bird of prey, a Merlin, 

flew low over the garden, just above fence height.  This is our 

smallest falcon with the male sporting a blue-grey back and 

narrow tail terminating in a broad black band.  A low, fast, 

agile flight is their stock in trade as they pursue small birds 

which they catch in flight.  They are a rare sight around here 

although you may catch a brief glimpse of one hunting along 

the hedgerows beside the road. 

On sunny days a variety of butterflies have visited the garden.  Peacocks, with 

their large, colourful, round markings have been numerous, with Red Admirals 

also being more plentiful than in recent years.  Commas, on the other hand have 

not been seen so frequently and Painted Ladies have been occasional rather than 

regular visitors.  The changeable nature of the weather is not helpful for our 

butterflies that prefer sunny, still days so that they can feed. 

It’s good to report that the blackbirds 

have successfully reared two strong 

youngsters.  They were very confiding 

and followed me closely around the 

garden waiting for morsels of food to 

be uncovered.  The rest of their diet 

appeared to be supplied by a 

neighbouring damson tree, judging by 

the numerous stones littering the patio.  

At least they were eating well. 

 

Fledgling 

Blackbird 

Hobby 

Merlin 
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Growing a Love for Learning 

We are having an open day for prospective families of 

children who are due to start Primary School in 

September 2020. 

If you have a child who turns 4 years old between 1st 

September 2019 and 31st August 2020 come along to see 

the school in action.   

 

If you have any further queries please contact the School 

Office on 01780 470259  or visit our website at 

www.kingscliffeschool.co.uk  

King’s Cliffe Endowed 
Primary School, 

Kings Forest, King’s Cliffe, 
PE8 6XS. 

Primary School Open Day 
for September 2020 New Intake  

Wednesday 2nd October  
9:30am–11:30am and 1:30pm–3:00pm 

Communicare 
(Wansford & Kings Cliffe Surgery Patient Group) 

39th Annual General Meeting 
6.30pm Tuesday 10th September at Wansford Surgery 

Guest Speaker:  Dr Rhiannon Nally – Mental Health Issues 

All patients are invited to attend 

Resignations and subsequent election of officials will take place 
during the meeting.  Any patient interested in becoming part of the 
‘team’ will be most welcome.  If you are unable to attend but would 

still like to become involved, please leave contact details with the 
surgery reception for the attention of the Group Secretary. 
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LAXTON VILLAGE HALL 

FILM NIGHT 

Tuesday 1st October at 7.30pm 

Admission on the door £5 

For enquiries call Noel Jessop 01780 450273 

Freshly brewed Coffee, Refreshments & Licensed Bar 
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Northamptonshire Historic Churches Trust 

RIDE + STRIDE 
in support of Northamptonshire’s Beautiful Churches 

Saturday 14th September 
Between 10.00am and 6.00pm 

A day in the open air ... plan your own route 
350 + stunning churches and chapels 

Open ... warm welcome ... refreshments at many 

All sponsorship money received will be divided equally 

between the NHCT and the church or chapel chosen by you. 

Sponsorship forms and a list of open churches and chapels 

are available at the back of King’s Cliffe church or by 

contacting one of the undersigned: 

King’s Cliffe: Sheila Jackson 03330 113776 or 07535 417687 

Bulwick: Alma O’Neill  01780 450300 

Laxton: Diane Martini  01780 450422  
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Are you aged 16+ and starting an 

apprenticeship, embarking on a trade, starting 

sixth form, college, employment or university? 

The King’s Cliffe Endowed School Foundation may 

be able to make a small grant for equipment, 

books, travel or other agreed necessities. 

These grants are available for students who are residing in 

King’s Cliffe, and have been for at least two years, and 

who have attended the King’s Cliffe Endowed School, 

Oundle & King’s Cliffe Middle School or Prince William 

(Oundle) School. 

Further information and an application form can be 

obtained from the Clerk, Regina Pugh, email: 

educationgrants@kingscliffe.net  Tel: 01780 470 081. 

All application forms should be accompanied by a letter of 

acceptance from the place of study along with a hand-

written letter explaining to the Trustees exactly how the 

grant will benefit you. Applications should be submitted to 

the Clerk by 25th September 2019. 

All grants are awarded solely at the discretion of the 

Trustees. 

KINGS CLIFFE ENDOWED SCHOOL FOUNDATION 

Registered Charity No. 30979 

Registered Company Limited by Guarantee No. 10284527 



Advertisements 

21 

King’s Cliffe Club 

September Entertainment 

Watch Social Media and the Club Blackboard for 

information on ‘What’s On at the Club’ 

Friday 20th September – 2nd Oct  

Rugby World Cup from Japan 

New Opening Times 

Monday to Thursday lunchtimes as normal 

and 5.00 pm till close. 

Open all day on Fridays, Saturdays & Sundays. 

We still have Fizz Fridays and a very well 

stocked Gin and Whisky Bars. 

Great Live Sports! 

Music/Bands from 9.00pm. 

Bingo every Sunday evening from 8.00pm. 

New members welcome!   C.I.U Affiliated. 
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Free, independent and confidential 

Come and see us at All Saints and St James Church, King’s Cliffe 

on the last Friday of every month from 9.00 to 10.00am 

in respect of Welfare Benefits (Social Security Law) and Debts. 

Referrals can be made to our Housing and Immigration Teams. 

For further details or to arrange an appointment please contact our 

Rushden Office 01933 313020 

Registered Charity 1128718                                                           Member of Advice UK 

Debbie’s Petsitting Services 
Flexible arrangements to suit your needs 

Overnight stay plus evening walk £25 per night 
Just Walks   £7.50hr 

Tel:  07367461656 
Email:  debbiestreather@gmail.com 

www.instagram.com/debbies_petsitting/ 

• Pets stay in their own homes. 
• Livestock, small animals, poultry, fish, horses etc. 
• Household jobs done if required. 
• 30 years’ experience with a broad range of animals. 

Happy Holidays! 
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KING’S CLIFFE 
BAKERY 

68 WEST STREET 
KING’S CLIFFE 

Tel: 01780 470205 

DOOR TO DOOR DELIVERIES 

SHOP HOURS 
7AM TO 12 NOON 

MONDAY TO SATURDAY 

WHOLESALE AVAILABLE 

PHONE FOR PRICE LIST 

Village Pizzas 
Open Tue – Sat for 

Collection  4.30pm – 10pm 

or Delivery  6pm till 10pm 

01780 
784587 

View our Menu at 
www.villagepizzas.co.uk 

All pets and livestock catered for 

Free delivery over £50 and 
within a 5 mile radius. 

Opening times: 
Mon:   9:00–5pm 

Wed:   9:00–5pm 

Fri:   9:00–5pm 

Sat: 10:00–3pm 

Tuesday, Thursday & Sunday Closed 

The Granary, Southwick Rd, Bulwick, NN17 3DY. 

Tel: 07713 578737 or 01780 450220 
: @EastlandsHorsePetSupplies 

EASTLANDS 
HORSE AND 

PET SUPPLIES 



Advertisements 

25 

Yoink 
Engineering 

Hand-crafted wrought ironwork 

• Bespoke Iron Beds, Chairs and 
Tables 

• Made to Measure Gates & 
Railings 

• Leaded Lights Repair, Re-crafting 

• Window Bars, Ornamental/
Security 

• Security Gates, Industrial or 
Domestic 

• Sand Blasting 

Call Rich to discuss your project. 

Mobile: 07950 797890 
Office: 01780 322223 
richrhodeslewis@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Are your carpets and upholstery in need of a freshen up? 
Look no further! 

Fully trained and insured to clean carpets and upholstery 
for both domestic and commercial clients. 

Colin Smith is local to the area and can give you a 
competitive quote today. 

Don’t hesitate, give him a ring on  
01780 471015 or 07919857311  

Email:  mysmartcarpet@yahoo.co.uk 

K.C. PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
KING’S CLIFFE 

• Extensions, Renovations, 
Conversions etc. 

• Repointing, Patios, Paving. 

• Stonework, Brickwork, 
Garden Walls. 

• Groundworks & Footings. 

• Digger Hire & Driver. 

• Plastering. 

• Interior & Exterior Decorating. 

FOR FREE QUOTATIONS PLEASE CALL 

KEVIN CUNNINGTON 
07946 139754 

MATT CZEREMSZNSKY 
07984 956947 
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R E Newton Ltd (Nassington) 
SPECIALIST CARPENTRY JOINERY & BUILDING WORK 

The Complete Refurbishment Specialist 

 Internal alterations to Extensions 

 Listed & Period Building Specialist 

 Hand Made Kitchens to your design and colour 

 Built in Wardrobes to cupboards/bookcases 

 Purpose made joinery – windows and doors 

Est. Since 1989 

www.renewton.com      Email: Edward@renewton.wanadoo.co.uk 

Tel:   Daytime 07831 256087   Evening 01780 782704 

FOR ALL YOUR CARPENTRY AND BUILDING NEEDS 

Martin James 

The Village Sweep 

Your local chimney sweeping service. 

Stove repairs: rope seals, firebricks etc. 

Certificates issued.    Fully insured. 

07749 438567 

01780 470275 

mhj1@btinternet.com 
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Bespoke picture 
framing 

Oils, watercolour, textiles, etc. 
Large or small. 

Contact: 

FELICITY THISTLETHWAITE 
m: 07943 127979 

t: 01780 470275 

e: fthistlethwaite@ 
    rocketmail.com 

First Class Sewing 
Tel: 07762 771290  

• Beautiful bespoke curtains, 
pelmets, roman blinds, cushion 
covers, upholstery, lampshades 
and soft furnishings to enhance 
your home. 

• Free design consultancy for 
fabrics, curtain poles, lining 
types, fittings and interiors. 

• Sourcing and supply of fabrics 
and samples. 

• Clothing and curtain alterations. 

• Garment making. 

We offer a free collection and 
delivery service. 

www.firstclasssewing.co.uk  
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PETER RIDDINGTON LANDSCAPING  

We install Patios, Driveways, Ponds, Stone Walls, 

Decking and Fencing. 

We plant Trees and shrubs and offer a complete 

Garden Maintenance. 

We supply and lay turf or grass seed with lawn management. 

Garden design service provided. 

Contact Peter Riddington today for a free quotation 

Telephone:  01780 783004         Mobile  07860 962068 

Email:  peter@peterriddington.co.uk 

Eyebrook Wild 
Bird Feeds 

Quality garden birdseed at 
farm gate prices, mixed on 

our nature friendly farm near 
the Eyebrook Reservoir  

Open Friday and Saturday 9am–5pm 
Sunday 9am–12 noon 

You are welcome to collect at any other time, but 
please telephone first to ensure we are here to serve you 

Rectory Farm, Great Easton, LE16 8SN 

01536 770771 

www.eyebrookwildbirdfeeds.co.uk 

Does Your 

Garden Grow? 

Gardening Services available in 
King’s Cliffe and surrounding 

villages: 

• Grass Cutting 
• Hedge Trimming 
• Pruning 
• Weeding 
• Deadheading 
• General garden tidy up 

~ Reasonable rates ~ 

Contact Tash on 07480 375528 

houdoesyourgardengrow@gmail.com 
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Ranger 
Gas 
 

Servicing/Breakdown 

Installation of all Gas 
Appliances 

Oil/Gas/LPG 

Heat pumps/Solar 

Tel:  07824 443062 
Email: 
Jamieheating@gmail.com 
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Andy Kemp 
 Computer Support 

 Web Site Design 

 User Training 

Specialising in Home 

Users, Home Workers and 

Small Businesses. 

01832 720522 

07738 274383 

andy.kemp@mail.com 
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JOHN & JANE PAIGE 
specialise in 

wildlife, plants, 
landscapes and portraits 

The Manor House 
King’s Cliffe 

Tel: 01780 470247 
Fax: 01780 470334 

E.M.DORMAN 
FUNERAL DIRECTOR Dip.F.D. 

A family concern 
giving a 24 hour 

personal service to all areas 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 

Golden Charter 
Pre-Paid Plans Available 

Tel: Uppingham 
01572 823976 

CROWSONS 
D.W. Gunn DipFD 

A FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS 
SERVING THE COMMUNITY 

FOR OVER ONE HUNDRED YEARS 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BARNWELL, OUNDLE, PETERBOROUGH, PE8 5PS 

01832 
272269 

01832 
272269 

• Caring personal attention 
• Chapels of rest 
• 24 hour service to all areas 
• Flowers and catering available 
• Memorials 
• Advice on Golden Charter pre-payment Schemes 
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Yoga For You 
For Core Strength 
and Calm 

Mon: 9.30 Yoga, Laxton Village Hall, NN17 3AT. 

7.30pm Yoga, King’s Cliffe Memorial Hall. 

Tue: 5.45 & 7pm Yoga, Wansford Christie Hall. 

Wed: YOGACALM, a gentle class. 

7pm King’s Cliffe Memorial Hall, PE8 6XD. 

Thur: 10am Yoga, Wansford Christie Hall, PE8 6JS. 

4.30 Gentle/Chair Yoga and 6.30 Yoga at 

Easton-on-the-Hill Village Hall, PE9 3NN. 

£5 Welcome session, passes and Drop In 

options.  Beginners, Yoga Therapy, 1-1 

and small groups. 

Penny Taylor – Full Dip & Advanced Tutor 

pennyyoga@yahoo.co.uk  07960267986 

King’s Cliffe Village Hall 

Tuesdays 
2.30 – 3.30 

Over 60s 
Keep Fit 

For better strength, stamina, 
balance & coordination. 

Call Mandy Glen 
01780 470221 / 07949 736505 

(Also for the less able of any age) 
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Melanie’s 
Qualified Hairdresser 

92 West Street, King’s Cliffe 
Tel: 01780 470371 

Shampoo & Sets 

Blow Drying 

Permanent Tinting 

Semi Colouring 

Perming 

High & Low Lights 

Wet Cuts 

Dry Cuts 

earn to drive 
with Karen 

King’s Cliffe and the 
surrounding area. 

Peterborough and the 
surrounding area. 

Karen Newton 
Approved Driving Instructor 
(ADI) 

karennewton144@gmail.com 

07850 487929 
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Simba’s Den Day Nursery 
Main Street, Bulwick, NN17 3DY 

Outstanding homely childcare in an idyllic countryside location 

Open all year Monday to Friday 8am–6pm 

Fully funded 2 and 3 year old places available. 

Pre-school led by an early year’s professional. 

Close links to all schools. 

Weekly Ballet lessons from 2 years. 

Weekly forest school sessions at Fineshade wood. 

Lovely large outside area. 

Telephone: 01780 450937 

Email/Web: info@simbasden.co.uk   www.simbasden.co.uk 

 Early years education for children aged 2 – 4 

Growing a Love for Learning 
King’s Cliffe Endowed Pre-school offers the highest 

standards of care and play opportunities for children 

aged 2 to 4 years.   

Our ethos is to nurture and establish our children’s love 

for learning and exploration by providing the best 

possible experiences and opportunities. 

We now have an amazing Early Years Outdoor Area. 

Fully funded places available. 

For more information please contact the School Office 

on 01780 470259 or email 

katy.evans@kingscliffeschool.co.uk 

We offer sessions that  

run from 9.00am until 3.00pm. 

 
Please visit our website at www.kingscliffeschool.co.uk for 

more information about our wonderful Pre-School  

King’s Cliffe Endowed 
Pre-School, 

Kings Forest, King’s Cliffe, 
PE8 6XS. 



Diary 

 

The Gazette is published by All Saints and St James Church, King’s Cliffe 

as a service to the community.  It is written, edited and distributed by 

volunteers from all three parishes.  An electronic version is available here: 

www.kingscliffe.church/gazette 

Gazette Contacts 
You are requested to make contact by Email whenever possible. 

Editor (Articles, News and Events): David Teall,  gazette@kingscliffe.church 

Commercial Advertising: Andrea Fern,  andrea.fern@avus-consulting.co.uk 

Hand-written contributions can be left in the box at the back of King’s Cliffe church. 

The Closing Date for all copy is the 15th of the previous month. 

September 
  1 Sep KC Village Hall Teas 14:00–16:30 Village Hall, KC 
  2 Sep Old Blokes’ Club Talk 11:00 KC Active, KC 
  2 Sep KC Ladies Group Meeting 12:15–14:30 The Club, KC 
  4 Sep Evergreen Club Meeting 14:00 The Club, KC 
  5 Sep Women’s Fellowship Meeting 14:00 Parish Church, KC 
  7 Sep TKC BikeFix 10:00–12:00 Forest Approach, KC 
  8 Sep Wildplaces Workparty 10:30–13:00 Kingsmead, KC 
  8 Sep KC Village Hall Teas 14:00–16:30 Village Hall, KC 
10 Sep Communicare AGM 18:30 The Surgery, Wansford 
10 Sep Laxton Book Club 19:30–21:00 Village Hall, Laxton 
11 Sep KC Church Coffee Morning 10:30–12:00 37 Oak Lane, KC 
12 Sep KC Parish Council Meeting 19:30 KC Active, KC 
13 Sep Communicare Coffee Morning 10:00 KC Active, KC 
14 Sep Ride and Stride 10:00–18:00 Benefice Churches 
14 Sep Laxton Coffee Morning 10:30–12:00 Village Hall, Laxton 
15 Sep KC Village Hall Teas 14:00–16:30 Village Hall, KC 
16 Sep Dress A Girl Session 14:00–16:00 Village Centre, Bulwick 
17 Sep Transition KC AGM 19:45–21:00 The Club, KC 
21 Sep Cliffe Fest 12:00–22:00 KC Active, KC 
22 Sep KC Heritage Centre Open 14:00–17:00 27 Bridge Street KC 
25 Sep KCGA Meeting (Geoff Hodge) 19:30 KC Active, KC 

October 
  1 Oct Film Night Fisherman’s Friends 19:30 Village Hall, Laxton 
  2 Oct Primary School Open Day See page 15 Endowed School, KC 
  4 Oct Harvest Supper  Village Hall, KC 
27 Oct Bonfire and Fireworks 17:15 Rectory Garden, KC 

November 
16 Nov Ceilidh 19:30 Village Hall, KC 


