GAZETTE
for the parishes of King’s Cliffe
Bulwick & Blatherwycke and Laxton

JUNE 2019

Church Notices

From the Parish Priest
Our three Church Annual Meetings have now taken place, our Church
Wardens have been re-elected and our PCCs reformed.
One priority for all of our Churches is to ensure that each church building
is in good order, that required repairs are undertaken and that we
continue to try to find ways in which our churches, as well as being places
of Christian worship, can better meet the needs of our communities. Our
Church Wardens, Treasurers and PCC members give considerable time to
this work, seeking suitable grants and, with the social committees, to
regular fund raising. We should not take their hard work for granted. The
funding for church fabric, repair and maintenance is the responsibility of
the local church and this includes heating costs, insurance and other
provisions such as roof alarm contract fees.
Over a number of years, a successful gift morning has been held in Bulwick
when the communities of Bulwick and Blatherwycke are invited to make a
financial gift for St Nicholas Church. Thank you to all who have
contributed over the years.

In June, residents in King’s Cliffe will be given an opportunity to make a
one-off gift donation or to make a regular donation for King’s Cliffe
Church. We are fund raising particularly for the repair of the tower. An
envelope with details of this, and a reply form, will be delivered to every
home. These can be returned to the address indicated or brought to King’s
Cliffe Church on the afternoon of Saturday 29th June between 2.00pm and
4.30pm when refreshments will be served. In addition, Sue Trow-Smith
will give a talk about the history of the church at 2.30pm and again at
3.30pm and, during the afternoon, our choir, organist and flower arrangers,
amongst others, will be demonstrating their skills.
Philip Davies

From the Parish Registers
We welcome into the family of the Church:
Siena Rose Tyler Veronica Leigh Tyler
We extend our thoughts and prayers to all those who are bereaved
remembering particularly the family and friends of:
Gilbert Sydney Markley Margaret Rose Clarke
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The Benefice of
King’s Cliffe, Bulwick & Blatherwycke and Laxton
Incumbent
Revd Canon Philip Davies
470314
Reader
David Teall
450407
Co-ordinator
Katy Evans (contact via Benefice Office)
Benefice Office
office@kingscliffe.church
479249
The office is open for general enquiries including baptisms and weddings
on Tuesdays 10:00–12:30 and Wednesdays 10:30–12:00.
Churchwardens
King’s Cliffe

Felicity Thistlethwaite
Andrea Fern

470275
07970 151926

Bulwick & Blatherwycke

Alma O`Neill

450300

Laxton

Michael Harrison
Rupert Boyle

450362
450260

Church Services in June
All Saints and St James - King’s Cliffe
Each Wednesday
10:00
Holy Communion
2 June
10:30
Benefice Communion*
9 June
Pentecost
10:30
Family Communion*
16 June
Trinity Sunday
10:30
Third Sunday Service
23 June
10:30
Family Communion*
30 June
10:30
Family Communion*
* Children’s Groups (CHAOS) take place during these services.

Holy Trinity - Blatherwycke
16 June
Trinity Sunday

11:00

Holy Communion

All Saints - Laxton
23 June

18:00

Evening Prayer

For further information about all the services in our Benefice including
Collyweston and Easton-on-the-Hill visit: www.kingscliffe.church
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Readings and Prayers for the Sundays in June
2 June
NT
Acts 16:16–34
Seventh Sunday of Easter
Gospel
John 17:20–26
We pray for the local shops and for those who serve the community in this way;
for our village halls, parish centres, pubs and the club.
9 June
NT
Acts 2:1–21
Pentecost
Gospel
John 14:8–27
We pray for the surgery and for all who provide health care for our community.
16 June
NT
Trinity Sunday
Gospel
We pray for all the residents of Blatherwycke.

Romans 5:1—5
John 16:12–15

23 June
NT
Galatians 3:23–29
First Sunday after Trinity
Gospel
Luke 8:26–39
We pray for sport in the villages and for the many other clubs and recreational
activities; for those who organise them and those who take part.
30 June
NT
Galatians 5:1, 13–25
Second Sunday after Trinity
Gospel
Luke 9:51–62
We pray for our local school and playgroups; for the head teachers, teachers, and
assistants who seek to encourage our young people to develop and learn.

Community Café
at King’s Cliffe Parish Church
8.45am to 11.00am every Friday
Pop in to enjoy a coffee or tea, some delicious
home-baked goods and a friendly chat.
Everyone welcome

Food Basket
There is a Food Basket at the back of the church in King’s Cliffe. Donations
of any non-perishable food can be added to the basket. If you are in need
of any extra food please help yourself.
The Church Office can now issue vouchers for the Stamford Foodbank.
They are able to provide 3 days worth of emergency food for individuals
and families in financial crisis.
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News from King’s Cliffe

Church Coffee Morning
We received a very warm welcome at our May Coffee Morning which was held at
the home of Brian and Heather Cromie. Our grateful thanks to Brian and Heather
for making us all so welcome. There was a very happy atmosphere and we all
enjoyed coffee and homemade refreshments. A magnificent sum of £142 was
raised for Church Funds. Our next Coffee Morning will be at 10.30am on
Wednesday 12th June at 46a Bridge Street. Everyone is welcome.
Janet Howard & Mandy Barber

King’s Cliffe Ecumenical Women’s Fellowship Group
Our meeting in May was about Volunteer Action in Oundle. Carolyn from
Volunteer Action joined us and gave us a very enlightening talk about their work
and how their car service to hospital appointments etc. can help the local
community. There are quite a few people in King’s Cliffe who use this service but
sadly no volunteer car drivers here yet. They also have a Befriending Scheme
through which new friends are often made. Thank you Carolyn.
Our next meeting will be held at 2.00pm on Thursday 6th June in the CHAOS
Room in King’s Cliffe Church. We will welcome Pam Driscoll who will give a talk
and also demonstrate flower arrangements. We welcome new ladies so please
come along.
Sheila Jackson

KC Ladies Group
The meeting on Monday 13th May was attended by fewer ladies than normal as
many were away on holiday but, nevertheless, an enjoyable time was had with
plenty of chat and laughter. Discussions took place about future events and a
draft programme with speakers was agreed for the year.
It was also agreed that the next meeting will be on Monday 10th June and not 3rd
June as some members will be away. June is usually the month when we have
our summer meal and it was suggested that we return to the Collyweston Slater
for an evening meal at 7.00pm; Diana will be contacting members with details.
We look forward to seeing as many ladies as possible to enjoy good food and
company! Diana will be pleased to provide further information on 470427.
Pat Hawkins

Saving Stamps for the Leprosy Mission
Medication costing £20 per person can now cure Leprosy. Your stamps raise
funds to help so please continue to save them. All stamps are acceptable, even
the most common. There are collecting boxes in the Surgery Waiting Room and
at the back of King’s Cliffe Parish Church.
Barbara Wilshaw
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News from King’s Cliffe

King’s Cliffe Old Blokes’ Club
The next lunch-time meeting will be held on 3rd June. The speaker will be Dave
Scaysbrook on the subject “Top Secret WW2 Aircraft Crash”.
The ‘Get Fitter’ gentlemen meet every Wednesday at 10.00am and the ladies
meet normally at 11.30am. There is also a mixed group meeting at 10.00am on
Fridays. Meetings take place at King’s Cliffe Active. There are no membership
fees but lunches cost £5 and ‘Get Fitter’ groups charge £3 per session. There is no
formal membership so just turn up if think you are an ‘old bloke’.
Chris Jackson (033300 013776)

Walking for Health!
King’s Cliffe’s very first Health Walk took place in April when 18 people ventured
out into the spring sunshine for a walk around the village, finishing with
refreshments at the Ex-Servicemen’s Club. Walk leader Barry Hurcombe
commented “I am really pleased that so many people have made it along for the
first Health Walk in this part of the county. Walking is not only a great way of
improving your general level of fitness, but it is also a brilliant way to meet people
and make new friends and, at this time of year, it’s just great to be out.”
Run by the Ramblers and supported by East Northamptonshire District Council,
the walks take place every Tuesday at 11.00am, starting and finishing at the Club
in Wood Road. They are open to anyone, whatever their ability, and are
completely free. For more information, Barry can be contacted on 471070 or visit
the Walking for Health website.
Robert Phipps

King’s Cliffe Heritage Centre
The Heritage Centre at 27, Bridge Street is open between 2.00 and 5.00pm on the
4th Sunday of every month from February to October and on Bank Holiday
Mondays. To arrange a visit at another time, call us on 08438 869395.
Our next Open Afternoon will be on Sunday 23rd June when you can visit us to
discover more about village life in the past, or perhaps relive your own memories
of old Cliffe. Our village heritage collection has been built on material researched
and gathered by Canon John Bryan during his time here as Rector between 1955
and 1985. Since King’s Cliffe Heritage was formed 20 years ago we have been
able to expand our archive and collection of artefacts, thanks to the generosity of
many local people who have shared their personal memorabilia with us. Our aim
is to keep the heritage of our community alive for present and future generations.
Our archive and collection of artefacts are there for you - do come and explore!
Web: kingscliffeheritage.org
Sue Trow-Smith
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News from King’s Cliffe

Village Hall Teas on Father’s Day
Our Village Hall Teas on 16th June once again happily coincides with Father’s Day.
We’ll be very happy to welcome everyone–Fathers included–from 2.00pm until
our usual last orders at 4.30pm. Come and enjoy our homemade cakes and
scones, and buttered toasted tea-bread, served alongside freshly-brewed tea and
coffee or fruit squashes. There’ll be a variety of our homemade preserves on sale,
and the Book Corner will be open, too. All the proceeds from our Teas go towards
the upkeep of the Village Hall and we thank you for your support.
Sue Trow-Smith for the Village Hall Teas Team

King’s Cliffe Parish Council
Allotments: We have some space available within our Allotments. If you are
interested in an Allotment, either a full one or a part of one, then please do not
hesitate to contact the Parish Clerk.
Speed Control Measures: We have agreed with the quote received for a double
gateway at Apethorpe Road and a single gateway at Blatherwycke Road. We are
still waiting for the relocation of the old school signs.
Potholes/Drains: The Council would like to encourage residents to report issues
with potholes or blocked drains via: streetdoctor@northamptonshire.gov.uk as
this clearly speeds up the process of getting things repaired. The potholes under
the Bridge are currently down on a 4 month waiting list for repairs.
Monthly Meeting Dates for 2019/2020:
13th June 2019
11th July 2019
No Meeting in August 2019 unless there is urgent business to discuss.
12th September 2019
10th October 2019
14th November 2019
12th December 2019
9th January 2020
13th February 2020
12th March 2020
9th April 2020 - Public Meeting
14th May 2020 – Annual Meeting
11th June 2020
9th July 2020
No Meeting in August 2020 unless there is urgent business to discuss
10th September 2020
8th October 2020
12th November 2020
10th December 2020
Tracey Green (Parish Clerk)
www.kingscliffeparishcouncil.co.uk 01780 470799 clerk@kingscliffeparishcouncil.co.uk
To enquire about booking the King’s Cliffe Memorial Hall please email
vhallbookings@gmail.com or phone 01780 470125.
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News from King’s Cliffe

King’s Cliffe Gardeners’ Association
On Wednesday 26th June members will be going on an outing to the Old Vicarage
Gardens in East Ruston in Norfolk. It promises to be an excellent visit. At 32 acres
it is one of the largest gardens of the late 20th century, and one of the finest
privately owned gardens in England. The trip is open to non-members and there
are currently still a few seats available: please contact June Hakes as soon as
possible on 01780 470452 or jb.hakes@btinternet.com.
Jobs for June: Here are some key jobs to be done this month: Hoe borders
regularly to keep down weeds. Be water-wise and use water butts; they will
quickly re-fill when we have a downpour. Monitor new plants carefully as their
needs will be greater. Pinch out side shoots on tomatoes. Harvest lettuce, radish
and other salads and plant new seed every few weeks to stretch the harvest.
Position summer hanging baskets and containers outside. Mow lawns at least
once a week. Plant out summer bedding plants. Stake tall or floppy plants. Prune
many spring-flowering shrubs. Shade greenhouses to keep them cool and prevent
scorch.
Lindsay Kubicki

King’s Cliffe Produce Show – Save the Date!
King’s Cliffe Produce Show will be held on Sunday 11th August. It’s a fun event for
all the family with classes for children and adults. Schedules & entry forms will be
available to collect from local outlets in mid June, but in the meantime enjoy
looking through the classes on the separate sheet enclosed with this Gazette.
Sue Moffatt

Geraniums for Charity
I have some Geraniums for sale in aid of Alzheimer’s Research and Arthritis
Research. They are Parade (mixed colours) and Firequeen (vivid red). All in 1 litre
pots ready to plant out. Lovely plants that tolerate neglect. £1.25 or 5 for £5.
Contact: 01780 444729 or brookedmunds113@btinternet.com
Kim Edmunds

King’s Cliffe Tennis – Spring Roundup
Competitive Tennis: Following some enjoyable friendly matches against nearby
clubs, King’s Cliffe Tennis embarked on “formal” competitive tennis at the end of
April by joining the Peterborough Social League. The early part of 2019 has
therefore been spent mugging up on the rules, working on our game mindset and
even doing some practice at hitting the ball. We also made a mascot; a crocheted
red kite called Cliff. Preparation complete, we welcomed our first visiting team on
the 24th and played our first away match on 29th April.
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News from King’s Cliffe
It turns out it takes more than a crocheted bird to deliver sporting success as we
lost 3-6 and 2-7 to teams well-established in the league and with greater experience.
Fortunately, both these losses engendered some valuable experience and we
secured our first victory in our third fixture, 5-4 away at David Lloyd on the 8th
May, courtesy of some nail-biting tiebreaks, which we now know the rules for!
As the term “Social League” suggests, playing in it is as much about developing
the club and getting to know each other better as it is trying to win matches. Any
member who wants to try their hand at match play is welcome to play in a fixture
by making themselves available to the captain, Glyn Aspinall via the members’
WhatsApp group. Matches are every Wednesday and alternate home and away.
We are planning some social tournaments in the summer open to both members
and non-members from the village on our own courts, which we will advertise in
the Gazette and on the King’s Cliffe Community Facebook page. Prizes and cake
will be on hand.
Coaching: The coached sessions on a Monday evening are increasingly popular,
which we hope will continue with the longer days and promise of a lengthy warm
spell. Coach Richard Wilson now offers two sessions – 6.00pm to 7.00pm and
7.00pm to 8:30pm. There is also another coached session called Cardio Tennis on
Friday mornings at 10.30am run by Richard or one of his team, although the
Monday night sessions also involve quite a bit of cardiovascular exercise!
Social Play: As a reminder, Park Tennis is free for anyone to play every Saturday
morning at 10.00am for an hour, with racquets and balls there for use, in both
adult and junior sizes. Thursday evenings for members will kick off again soon,
now we have more daylight, where people can get some game time in for match
practice or to knock some rust off their racquets. Membership costs a maximum
of £1 per week, so it’s great value!
Susannah Sutton
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Transition King’s Cliffe

Transition King’s Cliffe for environment and community
Climate Change: Could King’s Cliffe go carbon-neutral by 2030? This month, the
old and young voices of David Attenborough and Greta Thunberg, the Extinction
Rebellion protests and government declarations of a climate emergency have all
told of the need to cut carbon emissions to avoid a climate change catastrophe.
Worldwide temperatures are increasing. This global warming will result in droughts,
crop failures, extreme weather, species extinctions and higher sea levels creating
flooding in many low countries. Life for humans will become challenging, with
millions of refugees as more of the world becomes inhospitable. The United
Nations says we could have just 11 years left to limit the crisis.

Carbon is released every time fossil fuel is burnt: driving a car, using electricity
from coal-fired power stations, flying, transporting food etc. Some are hopeful of
technology to reduce carbon use and maybe to take carbon out of the
atmosphere, but we don’t have this technology yet, and we don’t know if we can
develop it in time. So, we need to change how we live, starting locally, reducing
our reliance on fossil fuels, increasing our green spaces, and creating a sustainable
community. This is what Transition was set up to address – an international
grassroots group to respond to the transition from oil to renewable energy,
creating local ideas to address the global issues of sustainable living. Now, more
than ever, that means cutting the carbon. Our next meeting is on 4th June at
7.45pm in the Club. Come and join in the discussion. New faces and ideas will be
especially welcome!
TKC Bikefix: There will be no Bikefix on 1st June because we’re all away doing
other things, but we’ll be back on the Green for 6th July.
Community Orchard: Our work parties continue throughout the summer so why
not come along and help nurture our young trees. The work is light and at an
easy pace and we always have the kettle on the boil. We’re on the lookout for a
half-decent shed to house our tools. We’re also on the lookout for one more
volunteer to join our monthly mowing rota. If you can help please contact
kirk@transitionkingscliffe.org.uk.
Wildplaces: Our May work party created a new ‘hot spot’ for reptiles and insects
along the railway cutting. For June, we will be working on the bank next to
Meadow Bridge to take out the saplings and other undesirables to allow the
wildflowers and insects to thrive! Along the railway path from Wood Lane, it’s the
first bridge heading east. Bring spades, forks, trowels and gloves from 10.30am
on Sunday 9th June.
Contact: If you want more information about any of our activities or want to get
involved, please get in touch: info@transitionkingscliffe.org.uk
www.transitionkingscliffe.org.uk Transition Kings Cliffe
Charles Tomalin
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The Way We Were
In May 1939 a new sign appeared in Park Street. The Youth Hostels Association
had purchased the house called Rockbourne and converted it into a Youth Hostel.
A YHA sign was ‘planted’ in front of the house by Professor John Hilton from
Cambridge University during the official opening ceremony on 6th May. This
postcard picture from its early days shows the triangular sign on the far right.
Professor Hilton said it had taken
800 hours of YHA volunteer time to
transform the building from a
private house into a hostel. It was
“the last link in the chain of hostels
which will enable youthful walkers,
at the cost of a shilling a night, to
make their way by footpath along
the general line of the Great North
Road from London to Yorkshire.”
No doubt hostellers did come on foot, but they also cycled here. A postcard
photo dated to Christmas 1939 shows a happy group, some with bicycles, posed
in front of Rockbourne. The Second World War had started on September 1st, but
the official history of YHA hostels says that King’s Cliffe hostel remained open
throughout the war. Alongside YHA members, it also accommodated an
extraordinary number of forestry workers–6,000 in 1941. Not surprisingly,
“nearby houses were sometimes used for overspill”. By 1945, only two forestry
workers remained at the hostel, which returned to normal use.
The hostel had 38 iron-framed, double-decked bunk beds in separate dormitories
for men and women. The facilities were somewhat basic. The YHA journal
‘Rucksack’ in February 1952 reported: “At last we have been able to fit up a
separate members’ kitchen. Washing and sanitary arrangements are being
improved.” One visitor, now in his eighties, contacted us to say he had cycled
alone from London to Scotland and back when he was just 13 years old, stopping
at King’s Cliffe hostel along the way! Another cycled from Cambridge to stay at
the YHA here no fewer than 8 times between 1959 and 1963. By that time, the
overnight charge was 4 shillings, with supper at 7.00pm and breakfast costing a
further 3 shillings.
The King’s Cliffe Hostel closed in February 1965. The YHA sold the building in
November 1967 and Rockbourne returned to being a private house.
Sue Trow-Smith for King’s Cliffe Heritage
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Underground Centre

Underground
Many of you may have heard of “Underground”, but do you know what we do?
Underground is a charitable organisation providing activities and services to
families in King’s Cliffe and the surrounding areas. We provide:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pre-school groups
Youth Clubs
Teenage Drop-in
Monthly discos
Pastoral support to families
Young Leader Programme
Volunteering Opportunities
Holiday Schemes

Underground is run by Katy Weeks, our professional and highly-experienced
Development Manager supported by an amazing team of volunteers, without
which Underground would not exist.
From our vibrant and accessible base in the heart of King’s Cliffe (under the
Village Hall), Underground provides children and young people from birth to 18
and their parents/carers with a friendly place to meet and gain support, activities
and services that are open all year round and an opportunity to be involved in an
exciting and innovative local charity.
Underground doesn’t receive any government funding. All our funding is through
donations from wonderful individuals and local businesses, fund raising activities
and other local charitable organisations. We are also very much supported by our
Parish Council. Without the generosity of our donors and fabulous fund raising
activities, we wouldn’t be able to open the doors let alone provide the variety of
clubs and group activities.
It is so necessary in our busy, stressful modern world that we provide young
people with positive role models, give them a chance to explore new hobbies and
interests, be creative and encourage social skills. With child and adolescent
mental health on the increase, Youth Clubs are an important community facility to
provide young people with an outlet to talk, grow in confidence and find adults
they can trust in a safe environment.
Let’s not forget parents/carers too! Underground’s pre-school groups are a
lifeline for many local families, providing opportunities to meet other parents,
share experiences and gain support. Underground also provides an accessible
venue for the Health Visitor.
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Underground Centre
Don’t take our word for it though – here’s what our volunteers, parents and
young people think!
“I volunteer at Youth Club because having an insight into what young people think
is important. The children are interested, engaged and excited about the activities
Youth Club offers and I feel that too!”
“Volunteering my time means children can have time away from home, gain
confidence and unwind with their friends. Youth Clubs are important!”
“I love coming to Underground. It’s somewhere I’ve come for a few years and
somewhere I’ll remember forever!”

“The Underground Centre has been a huge part of my life since having my first
daughter three years ago. It’s where I met most of my mum friends and has been
a lifeline on tough lonely days. Messy play and Tiddlers has been something that
me and my daughters both look forward to each week.”
We would like to sincerely thank those who currently financially support
Underground on a regular basis.
We will soon be launching our Friends of Underground campaign. To be
sustainable, we are in need of regular funds to keep our doors open. We would
love you to become a Friend of Underground! For the price of a couple of cups of
coffee out a month, you could you be one of those amazing people to help us
continue to support the children and families of our community.
Come and see us at the Duck Race on July 7th to find out more about what we’re
doing and why we’re doing it!
Jeanne Atkinson, Richard Luff, Eve Copeland
The Trustees of Underground.

Teas, Crafts and Stalls
St Nicholas’ Church, Bulwick
Sunday 23rd June from 1.30pm to 4.30pm
Good quality, home-made crafts
Artwork ● Jewellery ● Blankets ● Toys ● Bunting
Teas and Cakes
Proceeds from craft stalls to Children’s Society and Eve Family/Women’s Refuge
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News from Bulwick and Blatherwycke

St Nicholas Church, Bulwick
Decorated Egg and Egg Rolling: An eggcellent selection of Decorated Eggs were
on display over the Easter holiday. The judge was dazzled by an array of designs
from illuminated and flashing to very beautifully hand painted. The winners were:
Adults–Elijah McCrone; Upper Junior–James McCrone; Lower Junior–William
Tyers; Pre-school–Josh Scholfield. Following the Easter Sunday service the annual
churchyard Egg Rolling took place resulting in Mr William Harbage claiming the
title ‘Best Egg Roller 2019’ with his very determined effort which saw his egg
rolling out of the churchyard towards the pub path! Well done William.
Holy Trinity Church, Blatherwycke: There will be a service of Holy Communion at
Blatherwycke church at 11.00am on Trinity Sunday, 16th June. Access for those
attending the service will be through the gates by the bridge in the middle of the
village, or via the footpath signposted from The Barn. Refreshments will be
served after the service and all are most welcome.
Dress A Girl Workshop: We are back this month on Monday 17th June at 2.00pm
in Bulwick Village Centre. All are welcome to call in and see what we are about.
Teas, Crafts & Stalls: This event will be held in the church on Sunday 23rd June
from 1.30 to 4.30pm where you will find a selection of good quality, home-made
crafts for sale along with teas, cakes and other craft stalls. All proceeds from the
craft stalls will go to the Children’s Society and Eve Family/Women’s Refuge
(Northamptonshire). The stalls will include artwork, jewellery and the handmade
crafts produced by the Dress A Girl group including crocheted items, colourful
blankets, knitted items for juniors and adults, handcrafted toys, bunting and
lavender bags.
St Nicholas Churchyard: The start date for the churchyard vegetation clearance
has been postponed until the week commencing 16th September so as not to
disturb the nesting birds and other wildlife. St Nicholas Parish Church is Grade 1
listed and needs regular cleaning and polishing. Practical help around the
churchyard and the church would be much appreciated; if you can help in some
way please get in touch.
Church Bells: We are very fortunate to have a dedicated bell ringing team who
have, for many years, been available to ring for weddings and other occasions and
maintain the six bells and tower. They practise at St Nicholas on Wednesday from
7.30pm to 9.00pm. Their Tower Captain, Chris Burgess, is there on Wednesday
evenings so, if you are interested in ‘learning the ropes’, go along and have a chat.
Hopefully we can have the bells in good order, with a dedicated team for many
years to come.
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News from Laxton
Book Stall in St Nicholas: There is a selection of paperback and hardback books at
the back of the church where a lot of recent titles are available. Please take a look
as we have quite a stock of books amassed from recent jumble sales and we need
to move then on.
Alma O’Neill, Churchwarden (450300)

Laxton Village Hall
May has again been a busy month for Laxton Village Hall. Stan & Ollie was well
received at our Film Night with plenty of people in attendance. Thank you to all
those who support these events. Film Night has now gone on its annual summer
hiatus, and will hopefully be returning in the autumn, if funding applications are
approved.
Laxton Village Hall was also full of life (along with wine and nibbles) when Ben
Robson from Bat and Bottle (https://bat.wine/) brought a wonderful selection of
Italian wines for attendees to sample. The night was both lots of fun and very
informative, with even an absolute wine tasting novice such as myself feeling a
little more knowledgeable on the subject of Italian wines by the end of the
evening! Thank you very much to Charlie Heading for organising this event as
well as those regular Village Hall helpers who assisted prior to and following the
event. Thanks especially to Ben for his delectable wines! I for one am hoping
there will be another similar event later in the year.
June is a quiet month event wise for the Village Hall so please remember that it is
available to hire for your own events, and suggestions for events that you would
like to see are always welcome, as are offers to help organise them. For
information on the hire process and costs or to offer help or ideas please contact
info@laxtonvillagehall.org or via our social media channels (Village Hall Laxton on
Facebook or @halllaxton on Twitter).
Here’s what’s on in Laxton Village Hall this June:
Coffee Morning–8th June 10.30–1200: This month’s Coffee Morning is hosted by
Sharon. A delicious selection of cakes will be available, alongside tea and coffee
all at very reasonable prices. Do pop along for a drink, a cake and chat.
Book Club–11th June 7.30pm: There is no group book planned for Book Club this
month. Please read a book of your choice and come to discuss it! New members
are always welcome. Please contact John McCrone for further information on
450782.
The Mortlocks
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Nature Notes

Nature Notes for May and June
For several days a newly-fledged blackbird frequented the garden, keeping well
hidden in the borders. It made its presence known with incessant chirping to
demand food from its parents. As it became stronger and more active the young
bird progressed to perching on the low branches of shrubs around the garden.
Then, one morning, there was a great commotion as four adult blackbirds
attempted to mob a magpie hidden within the canopy of a shrub rose. In its beak
was the young bird. Ignoring its assailants, the magpie moved to the lawn where
it continued to peck at its victim. After a continued period of mobbing by the
adults the magpie flew off , leaving the body of the fledgling behind, having only
devoured the head. Next day nothing remained.
On a spring morning some time ago
in Sulehay wood my attention was
attracted by something apparently
bouncing on the carpet of rusty red
leaves illuminated by shafts of early
morning sunlight. A closer look
using binoculars revealed a young
rabbit being attacked by a stoat and,
in the struggle, both were leaving
the ground locked together. As the
stoat prevailed it dragged its prey
away along a narrow track. It
required a fast walking pace to keep
up until the stoat disappeared into
the undergrowth. Searching for
where it had gone, I was surprised
when the stoat popped up beside
me from behind a tree, stood on its hind legs, delivered a scolding clicking sound
then ran off into the wood. No doubt the rabbit had been stored in a safe place
to be recovered later.
Events like these can be uncomfortable for some of us, but the food chain is an
essential part of maintaining an ecological balance. After all, even predators have
young families to feed.
Fledgling
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This Month

Rutland Open Studios
Paintings by Heather Harrison
Lavender Cottage, 5 Main Street,
Laxton, NN17 3AT.

June 8th & 9th
15th & 16th
22nd & 23rd
heatherlindaharrison@gmail.com

01780 450362

Fun Salsa Night
Friday 28 June 7.30-11.00
at King’s Cliffe Memorial Hall
Get out your dancing shoes and have a not very serious
night of laughter and dance with KC’s own
“Strictly Dancing” Tutors.
Learn some Salsa and then practise it ! Beginners level.
Bar available / necessary!
Book in advance: £10 per person
contact: pennyyoga@yahoo.co.uk – 07960 267986
All proceeds to Genesis Research Trust Fund, supporting mother & baby health.
17
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All Saints & Saint James Church, King’s Cliffe
Sunday 16th June at 10:30am
Come and join us for our

Third Sunday Service
for

Trinity Sunday
The service will last around 45 minutes with
refreshments served afterwards.
Informal ● All-age ● Modern Worship Songs

We welcome you to come and visit us

All Saints’ & Saint James’ Church,
King’s Cliffe – Gift Day
Saturday 29th June 2.00- 4.30pm
Church tour; choir; organ music; flower arranging
display; children’s activities and competitions;
refreshments.
Gifts can be given in Cash or paid by cheque or Bank Transfer.
19

Communicare

Has your village got a defibrillator?
Would you like to learn how to use it
should the need arise? If so, come
along to the next General Meeting of

COMMUNICARE
(Wansford & King’s Cliffe Surgery Patient Participation Group)

at Wansford Surgery on Tuesday 11th June at 6.30 pm

Our guest speaker, Sarah-Jane Turner, will be giving
a talk and demonstration of how to use one.
Those who wish to stay on after the talk for the
usual agenda items, including finance and practice
update, will be most welcome.

Free, independent and confidential
Come and see us at All Saints and St James Church, King’s Cliffe
on the last Friday of every month from 9.00 to 10.00am
in respect of Welfare Benefits (Social Security Law) and Debts.
Referrals can be made to our Housing and Immigration Teams.
For further details or to arrange an appointment please contact our
Rushden Office 01933 313020
Registered Charity 1128718

Member of Advice UK
20
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King’s Cliffe Club June Entertainment
Saturday 1st – Champion League Final
Liverpool vs Tottenham. Come and watch this all England
final on the big screen. Kick off 8.00pm.
Friday 7th – Start of Women’s FIFA World Cup
and Children’s Movie Lego 2 shown from 4.30pm.

Saturday – 8th World Gin Day
Choose your favourite from our extensive Gin Bar.
Sunday 9th – England Women vs Scotland Kick off 5pm
Friday 14th – England vs Argentina Kick off 6pm
Saturday 15th – Des’s Big Quiz Night
Sunday 16th – British Beer Day & Fathers’ Day
Watch out for Special Beer Deals.
Wed 19th – England Women Vs Japan Kick off 9pm
21/22/23 – Cider & Sausage Festival
lots of great ciders and of course sausages to try.
Friday 21st – Open Mic Night
New Opening Times: Mon to Thurs lunchtime as normal.
5.00pm till close. Open all day Friday, Saturday & Sunday.
We still have Fizz Fridays and a very well
stocked Gin Bar and great Live Sports!
Music/Bands from 9.00pm
Bingo every Sunday evening from 8.00pm
New members welcome! C.I.U Affiliated
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Wansford & King’s Cliffe Surgery

For the second year running the doctors, nurses and staff
are entering a boat in the forthcoming Peterborough
Dragon Boat Races on Saturday 8th June helping to raise
money for Thorpe Hall Hospice. Like last year they would
very much appreciate your support again. You can donate
either through the link shown below or use one of the
boxes located in the surgery reception areas.
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/wansfordsurgery

Debbie’s Petsitting Services
Flexible arrangements to suit your needs
Overnight stay plus evening walk £25 per night
Just Walks £7.50hr
Tel: 07367461656
Email: debbiestreather@gmail.com
www.instagram.com/debbies_petsitting/
•
•
•
•

Pets stay in their own homes.
Livestock, small animals, poultry, fish, horses etc.
Household jobs done if required.
30 years’ experience with a broad range of animals.
Happy Holidays!
22
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Village Pizzas

KING’S CLIFFE
BAKERY

Open Tue – Sat for
Collection 4.30pm – 10pm
or Delivery 6pm till 10pm

68 WEST STREET
KING’S CLIFFE
Tel: 01780 470205

01780
784587

DOOR TO DOOR DELIVERIES

SHOP HOURS
7AM TO 12 NOON
MONDAY TO SATURDAY

View our Menu at
www.villagepizzas.co.uk

WHOLESALE AVAILABLE
PHONE FOR PRICE LIST

EASTLANDS
HORSE AND
PET SUPPLIES
All pets and livestock catered for

Free delivery over £50 and
within a 5 mile radius.
Opening times:
Mon: 9:30–6pm
Tues: 9:30–6pm
Thur: 9:30–6pm
Fri:
9:30–6pm
Sat: 10:00–3pm
Wed & Sun Closed
The Granary, Southwick Rd, Bulwick, NN17 3DY.

Tel: 07713 578737 or 01780 450220
: @EastlandsHorsePetSupplies
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K.C. PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
KING’S CLIFFE

Yoink
Engineering

• Extensions, Renovations,

Hand-crafted wrought ironwork

Conversions etc.
• Repointing, Patios, Paving.
• Stonework, Brickwork,
Garden Walls.
• Groundworks & Footings.
• Digger Hire & Driver.
• Plastering.
• Interior & Exterior Decorating.

• Bespoke Iron Beds, Chairs and
Tables
• Made to Measure Gates &
Railings
• Leaded Lights Repair, Re-crafting
• Window Bars, Ornamental/
Security
• Security Gates, Industrial or
Domestic
• Sand Blasting

FOR FREE QUOTATIONS PLEASE CALL

KEVIN CUNNINGTON
07946 139754

Call Rich to discuss your project.
Mobile: 07950 797890
Office: 01780 322223
richrhodeslewis@gmail.com

MATT CZEREMSZNSKY
07984 956947

Are your carpets and upholstery in need of a freshen up?
Look no further!
Fully trained and insured to clean carpets and upholstery
for both domestic and commercial clients.
Colin Smith is local to the area and can give you a
competitive quote today.
Don’t hesitate, give him a ring on
01780 471015 or 07919857311
Email: mysmartcarpet@yahoo.co.uk
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Martin James

The Village Sweep
Your local chimney sweeping service.
Stove repairs: rope seals, firebricks etc.

Certificates issued.

Fully insured.
07749 438567
01780 470275
mhj1@btinternet.com

R E Newton Ltd (Nassington)
SPECIALIST CARPENTRY JOINERY & BUILDING WORK
The Complete Refurbishment Specialist

 Internal alterations to Extensions
 Listed & Period Building Specialist
 Hand Made Kitchens to your design and colour
 Built in Wardrobes to cupboards/bookcases
 Purpose made joinery – windows and doors
Est. Since 1989
www.renewton.com

Email: Edward@renewton.wanadoo.co.uk

Tel: Daytime 07831 256087 Evening 01780 782704
FOR ALL YOUR CARPENTRY AND BUILDING NEEDS
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First Class Sewing
Tel: 07762 771290
• Beautiful bespoke curtains,

pelmets, roman blinds, cushion
covers, upholstery, lampshades
and soft furnishings to enhance
your home.
• Free design consultancy for
fabrics, curtain poles, lining
types, fittings and interiors.
• Sourcing and supply of fabrics
and samples.
• Clothing and curtain alterations.
• Garment making.
We offer a free collection and
delivery service.
www.firstclasssewing.co.uk

Bespoke picture
framing
Oils, watercolour, textiles, etc.
Large or small.
Contact:

FELICITY THISTLETHWAITE

m: 07943 127979
t: 01780 470275

e: fthistlethwaite@
rocketmail.com
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Does Your
Garden Grow?

Eyebrook Wild
Bird Feeds

Gardening Services available in
King’s Cliffe and surrounding
villages:

Quality garden birdseed at
farm gate prices, mixed on
our nature friendly farm near
the Eyebrook Reservoir

•
•
•
•
•
•

Grass Cutting
Hedge Trimming
Pruning
Weeding
Deadheading
General garden tidy up
~ Reasonable rates ~
Contact Tash on 07480 375528

Open Friday and Saturday 9am–5pm
Sunday 9am–12 noon
You are welcome to collect at any other time, but
please telephone first to ensure we are here to serve you

Rectory Farm, Great Easton, LE16 8SN

01536 770771
www.eyebrookwildbirdfeeds.co.uk

houdoesyourgardengrow@gmail.com

PETER RIDDINGTON LANDSCAPING
We install Patios, Driveways, Ponds, Stone Walls,
Decking and Fencing.
We plant Trees and shrubs and offer a complete
Garden Maintenance.

We supply and lay turf or grass seed with lawn management.
Garden design service provided.

Contact Peter Riddington today for a free quotation
Telephone: 01780 783004
Mobile 07860 962068
Email: peter@peterriddington.co.uk
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Ranger
Gas
Servicing/Breakdown
Installation of all Gas
Appliances
Oil/Gas/LPG
Heat pumps/Solar
Tel: 07824 443062
Email:
Jamieheating@gmail.com
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Andy Kemp




Computer Support
Web Site Design
User Training

Specialising in Home
Users, Home Workers and
Small Businesses.
01832 720522
07738 274383
andy.kemp@mail.com
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E.M.DORMAN
FUNERAL DIRECTOR Dip.F.D.
A family concern
giving a 24 hour
personal service to all areas

JOHN & JANE PAIGE
specialise in
wildlife, plants,
landscapes and portraits
The Manor House
King’s Cliffe
Tel: 01780 470247
Fax: 01780 470334

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST
Golden Charter
Pre-Paid Plans Available
Tel: Uppingham
01572 823976

01832
272269

CROWSONS
D.W. Gunn DipFD

01832
272269

A FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS
SERVING THE COMMUNITY
FOR OVER ONE HUNDRED YEARS
• Caring personal attention
• Chapels of rest
• 24 hour service to all areas
• Flowers and catering available
• Memorials
• Advice on Golden Charter pre-payment Schemes

BARNWELL, OUNDLE, PETERBOROUGH, PE8 5PS
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King’s Cliffe Village Hall

Yoga For You
For Core Strength
and Calm

Tuesdays
2.30 – 3.30
Over 60s
Keep Fit

Mon: 9.30 Yoga, Laxton Village Hall, NN17 3AT.
7.30pm Yoga, King’s Cliffe Memorial Hall.
Tue: 5.45 & 7pm Yoga, Wansford Christie Hall.
Wed: YOGACALM, a gentle class.
7pm King’s Cliffe Memorial Hall, PE8 6XD.

For better strength, stamina,
balance & coordination.
Call Mandy Glen
01780 470221 / 07949 736505

Thur: 10am Yoga, Wansford Christie Hall, PE8 6JS.
4.30 Gentle/Chair Yoga and 6.30 Yoga at
Easton-on-the-Hill Village Hall, PE9 3NN.

£5 Welcome session, passes and Drop In
options. Beginners, Yoga Therapy, 1-1
and small groups.
Penny Taylor – Full Dip & Advanced Tutor

(Also for the less able of any age)

pennyyoga@yahoo.co.uk 07960267986

Anxious? Stressed?
No Confidence?
Unfulfilled? Trapped?
Lacking Inspiration?
Feeling Lost? In a Rut?

Hypnosis and
Therapy
to

Rediscover Your Fun
and Vitality
Call Me Now

Bernice Hardwick
Tel: 01780 678565

bernice@seechanges.co.uk
www.seechanges.co.uk
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Melanie’s

Qualified Hairdresser

earn to drive
with Karen

92 West Street, King’s Cliffe
Tel: 01780 470371

King’s Cliffe and the
surrounding area.

Shampoo & Sets
Blow Drying
Permanent Tinting
Semi Colouring
Perming
High & Low Lights
Wet Cuts
Dry Cuts

Peterborough and the
surrounding area.

Karen Newton
Approved Driving Instructor
(ADI)
karennewton144@gmail.com
07850 487929
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Simba’s Den Day Nursery
Main Street, Bulwick, NN17 3DY

Outstanding homely childcare in an idyllic countryside location
Open all year Monday to Friday 8am–6pm
Fully funded 2 and 3 year old places available.
Pre-school led by an early year’s professional.
Close links to all schools.
Weekly Ballet lessons from 2 years.
Weekly forest school sessions at Fineshade wood.
Lovely large outside area.
Telephone: 01780 450937
Email/Web: info@simbasden.co.uk www.simbasden.co.uk

Early years education for children aged 2 - 4

OPEN MORNING
Tuesday 9th July
9:00am—12:00pm
Come along to see what
we offer. All welcome.

Growing a Love for Learning
King’s Cliffe Endowed Pre-school offers the highest
standards of care and play opportunities to
children aged 2 to 4 years. We now have a
fabulous Early Years Outdoor Area.

Our ethos is to nurture and establish our children’s love for
learning and exploration by providing the best possible
experiences and opportunities.
We are now accepting applications for September.
Fully funded places available.

King’s Cliffe Endowed
Pre-School,
Kings Forest, King’s Cliffe,
PE8 6XS.

If you have a child who will be 2 years or older by this
date, please contact the School Office
on 01780 470259 or email
katy.evans@kingscliffeschool.co.uk

We offer sessions that
run from 9.00am until 3.00pm.
Please visit our website at www.kingscliffeschool.co.uk for
more information about our wonderful Pre-School
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June
1 June
3 June
4 June
5 June
6 June
8 June
9 June
10 June
11 June
11 June
12 June
13 June
15 June
16 June
17 June
23 June
23 June
26 June
28 June
29 June

TKC Orchard Workparty
Old Blokes’ Club Talk
Transition Open Meeting
Evergreen Club Meeting
Women’s Fellowship Meeting
Laxton Coffee Morning
TKC Wildplaces Workparty
KC Ladies Group Meal
Communicare Meeting
Laxton Book Club
KC Church Coffee Morning
KC Parish Council Meeting
Messy Church
KC Village Hall Teas
Dress a Girl Workshop
Teas, Crafts and Stalls
KC Heritage Centre Open
KCGA Visit
Fun Salsa Night
KC Parish Church Gift Day

13:00–15:00
11:00
19:45–21:00
14:00
14:00
10:30–12:00
10:30–13:00
19:00
18:30
19:30–21:00
10:30–12:00
19:30
15:30–17:00
14:00–16:30
14:00
13:30–16:30
14:00–17:00
19:30–23:00
14:00–16:30

The Pytchell, KC
KC Active, KC
The Club, KC
The Club, KC
Parish Church, KC
Village Hall, Laxton
Meadow Bridge, KC
Collyweston Slater
The Surgery, Wansford
Village Hall, Laxton
46a Bridge Street, KC
KC Active, KC
Underground, KC
Village Hall, KC
Village Centre, Bulwick
Parish Church, Bulwick
27 Bridge Street KC
East Ruston, Norfolk
Village Hall, KC
Parish Church, KC

July
6 July
7 July

TKC BikeFix
Duck Race

10:00–12:00

Forest Approach, KC

August
11 Aug

KC Produce & Flower Show

14:30–16:30

Village Hall, KC

Gazette Contacts
You are requested to make contact by Email whenever possible.
Editor (Articles, News and Events): David Teall, gazette@kingscliffe.church
Commercial Advertising: Andrea Fern, andrea.fern@avus-consulting.co.uk
Hand-written contributions can be left in the box at the back of King’s Cliffe church.
The Closing Date for all copy is the 15th of the previous month.
The Gazette is published by All Saints and St James Church, King’s Cliffe
as a service to the community. It is written, edited and distributed by
volunteers from all three parishes. An electronic version is available here:
www.kingscliffe.church/gazette

