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From the Parish Priest 

Four Gardens and a Desert 

Our morning service on Palm Sunday took the theme of “Four Gardens 

and a Desert” with seasonal hymns and readings. 

The desert being the wilderness where Jesus spent time at the early part 

of his ministry.  The gardens being those we read about in the Bible; Eden, 

Gethsemane and the garden of the morning of the resurrection.  

And the fourth garden being what we think of as our garden space.  A 

space that we find where we can reflect and consider the living world, our 

place within it, the environmental challenges facing our planet, to reflect 

on our own best hopes and aspirations, a place to find the words and the 

actions that enable qualities of compassion, generosity of heart and 

kindness to flourish and for the religious person to encounter God and to 

co-operate with God`s loving purposes. 

I am writing this looking forward to our season of Easter services which 

will continue in May with the Benefice Communion on Sunday 5th May at 

10.30am in King’s Cliffe and conclude with the Ascension Day service at St 

Nicholas, Bulwick on Thursday 30th May at 7.30pm. 

In between there is Christian Aid Week, a time to assist in the raising of 

funds for the vital humanitarian work that the charity undertakes with its 

partners around the world.                                                               Philip Davies 

From the Parish Registers 

We welcome into the family of the Church: 

Elliot William Stewart  

We extend our thoughts and prayers to all those who are bereaved 

remembering particularly the family and friends of: 

Reverend Canon Dr Lloyd Reginald Caddick      Dorothy White 
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The Benefice of 

King’s Cliffe, Bulwick & Blatherwycke and Laxton 

Incumbent Revd Canon Philip Davies 470314 

Reader David Teall 450407 

Co-ordinator Katy Evans (contact via Benefice Office) 

Benefice Office office@kingscliffe.church 479249 

The office is open for general enquiries including baptisms and weddings 

on Tuesdays 10:00–12:30 and Wednesdays 10:30–12:00. 

Churchwardens 

King’s Cliffe Felicity Thistlethwaite 470275 

 Andrea Fern 07970 151926 

Bulwick & Blatherwycke Alma O`Neill 450300 

Laxton Michael Harrison 450362 

 Rupert Boyle 450260 

For further information about all the services in our Benefice including 
Collyweston and Easton-on-the-Hill visit: www.kingscliffe.church 

Church Services in May 
All Saints and St James - King’s Cliffe 

Each Wednesday 10:00 Holy Communion 

  5 May  10:30 Benefice Communion* 

12 May  10:30 Family Communion* 

19 May Christian Aid 11:00 Third Sunday Service 

26 May  10:30 Family Communion* 

* Children’s Groups (CHAOS) take place during these services. 

St Nicholas - Bulwick 

19 May  11:00 Holy Communion 

30 May Ascension Day 19:30 Benefice Communion 

All Saints - Laxton 

26 May  18:00 Evening Prayer 
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Food Basket 
There is a Food Basket at the back of the church in King’s Cliffe.  Donations 
of any non-perishable food can be added to the basket.  If you are in need 

of any extra food please help yourself. 

The Church Office can now issue vouchers for the Stamford Foodbank.  
They are able to provide 3 days worth of emergency food for individuals 

and families in financial crisis. 

Readings and Prayers for the Sundays in May 

5 May NT Acts 9: 1–6 
Third Sunday of Easter Gospel John 21: 1–19 
We pray for our MP, MEPs, parish and district councillors, voluntary trustees of 

local charitable organisations and local groups working for the community. 

12 May NT Acts 9: 36–43 
Fourth Sunday of Easter Gospel John 10: 22–30 
We pray for the businesses in our area; for employers and employees. 

19 May NT Acts 11: 1—18 
Fifth Sunday of Easter Gospel John 13: 31–35 
We pray for the many things that we so often take for granted:  the countryside, 

trees, fields, hedges, wildlife and changing seasons. 

26 May NT Acts 16: 9–15 
Sixth Sunday of Easter Gospel John 14: 23–29 
We pray for farmers and all who work on the land. 

Community Café 
at King’s Cliffe Parish Church 

8.45am to 11.00am every Friday 
Pop in to enjoy a coffee or tea, some delicious 

home-baked goods and a friendly chat. 
Everyone welcome 



News from King’s Cliffe 

5 

Christian Aid Week: 12th–18th May 
From the 12th to the 18th May, Christian Aid Week volunteers all over the 

country will be raising and collecting money during the UK’s longest running 

fundraising week.  The campaign this year is to help mothers in Sierra Leone give 

birth safely.  Sierra Leone is the world’s most dangerous place to become a mum, 

but the money raised could help communities build health clinics which could 

mean the difference between life and death for many women. 

In King’s Cliffe local volunteers will be out delivering small, red envelopes through 

letterboxes in which you can give a donation, big or small.  These will either be 

collected a couple of days later or will have a local address where you can drop off 

your donation.  In Bulwick, Blatherwycke and Laxton the red envelope will be 

enclosed with this Gazette. 

A speaker from Christian Aid will be joining us for our Third Sunday Service at 

King’s Cliffe Church at 11.00am on 19th May.  There will be a Bring and Share 

Lunch afterwards to which everyone is welcome.                                            Jo Jones 

Church Coffee Morning 
Our last Coffee Morning at the home of Louise Bowen West raised the wonderful 

sum of £173.  Thank you so much Louise for welcoming us all so warmly and 

thanks also to all who contributed with cakes, biscuits and raffle prizes.  The 

morning was such a sunny affair, and although cold outside, the company was 

lively with conversation and friendship. 

Our next Coffee Morning will be at 10.30am on 8th May at 14 Park Street, the 

home of Heather and Brian Cromie.  Please do join us; you will be so welcome. 

Maureen Marshall 

King’s Cliffe Ecumenical Women’s Fellowship Group 
In April we were delighted to welcome David Teall to our meeting who shared his 

experiences of Chasing the Northern Lights with us.  It was fascinating to see his 

amazing pictures.  Thank you David! 

Our next meeting will be held on Thursday 2nd May at 2.00pm in the CHAOS 

Room, King’s Cliffe Church.  A speaker from Volunteer Action in Oundle will be 

coming to talk to us about their work.  Do come along.                          Christine Ball 

Thank you 
While Lloyd was ill and after his death I was very much supported by the people of 

this parish.  You asked after him and also asked how I was coping.  After he died 

many of you sent cards of sympathy and attended the funeral and again, very 

kindly, offered assistance should I need it.  Thank you all so much.         Gill Caddick 
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Help Requested 

Could you donate a homemade cake or a bottle for the Cake and Bottle Stalls at 

the Plant Sale & Spring Fair on 26th May?  If you can, please ring Janet on 470446 

for cake collection or Sally on 471029 for bottles.  Thank you!                     Chris Ball 

KC Ladies Group – (Keep Calm) 

The ladies had an enjoyable lunch at the Elton Garden Centre on 1st April.  It was 

a beautiful, sunny day which made strolling around the garden centre very 

pleasant.  The next meeting will be on Monday 13 May at the Ex-Servicemen’s 

Club and not 6 May as this is a Bank Holiday.  Several members will be away on 

holiday at this time but we hope as many existing and new members as possible 

will meet between 12.00 and 2.30pm to enjoy their lunch and a chat.  And who 

knows, Diana may surprise us with an activity to enjoy!  For further information 

please contact Diana on 01780 470427.                                                      Pat Hawkins 

King’s Cliffe Memorial Hall 

The Memorial Hall Committee is very grateful to Stamford Kiwanis for a generous 

donation received from them recently as part of their support for community 

causes in the local area.  Many people in King’s Cliffe will recall Kiwanis’ 

fundraising before Christmas when Santa and his sleigh visited the village. 

Simon Wilson (Chair) 

Village Hall Teas 

Spring down for Teas in the Village Hall on Sunday on 19th May between 2.00pm 

and our usual last orders at 4.30pm.  Homemade cakes and scones and buttered 

toasted tea-bread will be served with freshly-brewed tea and coffee or fruit 

squashes.  Homemade preserves on sale and our ever-popular Book Corner 

complete the picture.  Come on your own, come with friends or family.  We look 

forward to welcoming you.                Sue Trow-Smith for the Village Hall Teas Team 

King’s Cliffe Heritage Centre 

In May there are three opportunities for you to visit the Heritage Centre at 27 

Bridge Street: Bank Holiday Monday 6th; Sunday 26th and Bank Holiday Monday 

27th all between 2.00pm and 5.00pm.  We have some very special things in our 

collection which help to tell the story of the village.  Drop in and see for yourself. 

Sue Trow-Smith for King’s Cliffe Heritage 
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King’s Cliffe Parish Council 
Annual Public Meeting:  Thank you to all those members of the public that 

attended our Annual Public Meeting.  Our new County Councillor Annabel de 

Capell Brooke attended and introduced herself and is very keen to assist us with 

various issues in and around King’s Cliffe. 

Allotments:  We have some space available within our Allotments.  If you are 

interested in an Allotment, either a full one or indeed a part of one, then please 

do not hesitate to contact the Parish Clerk. 

Litter Picking:  The Parish Council now have details on how we loan the necessary 

equipment from East Northants County Council and, should some volunteers wish 

to organise a gathering, please contact the Parish Clerk. 

Police & CCTV:  The Parish Council have looked into the rules and regulations on 

CCTV within and around King’s Cliffe and, as an Authority, we have to adhere to 

these codes of practices: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/surveillance-camera-commissioner 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/282774/

SurveillanceCameraCodePractice.pdf 

It was felt that, given all the rules and regulations along with costs, this will not be 

something we will be looking at installing.  There are also major implications for 

those using domestic CCTV regarding GDPR and the Date Protection Act 2018.  

With the help of our new County Council and our PCSO, who is hoping to attend a 

future meeting, we will continue to monitor the situation. 

Grass Cutting:  Northants County Council is responsible for cutting the majority of 

the village grassed areas, but budget restrictions mean that they will only be 

doing so a maximum of three times this year.  The Parish Council will be 

responsible for keeping matters under control and once more have employed KCA 

to carry out the work.  Again we appreciate anybody that is keen to help in 

keeping their local areas neater, as some thoughtful residents already do (thank 

you).  Your contribution will be very much welcomed and appreciated. 

Speed Control Measures:  We are awaiting formal quotes for gateways at the 

three entrances to King’s Cliffe and the old school signs are soon to be relocated. 

Tracey Green (Parish Clerk) 

www.kingscliffeparishcouncil.co.uk    01780 470799    clerk@kingscliffeparishcouncil.co.uk 

To enquire about booking the King’s Cliffe Memorial Hall please email 
vhallbookings@gmail.com or phone 01780 470125. 
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King’s Cliffe Gardeners’ Association 
We’ve got two great events coming up this month.  The first is our monthly 

meeting which is a visit to Burghley House on Wednesday 22nd May starting at 

2.00pm.  Joe Whitehead will showing us some of the work recently undertaken 

and projects underway at Burghley House and there will be access to parts of the 

Park not normally open to the public.  Own transportation. 

The second event is the Annual Plant Sale to be held on Sunday 26th May at The 

Walnuts.  In addition to perennials and bedding plants, we have enlarged the 

vegetable section to include cabbage, sprouting broccoli, sprouts and peas as well 

as courgettes, peppers, tomatoes and beans. 

Jobs for May:  Lift and divide overcrowded clumps of daffodils and other bulbs.  

Watch for late frosts before planting out summer bedding plants.  Keep weeds 

under control.  Tie in climbing and rambling roses.  Plant up hanging baskets and 

containers once warm enough.  Earth up potatoes and around the base of broad 

beans for extra support.  Thin out beetroot and spinach seedlings.  Plant out bean 

and other seedlings started indoors.  Sow sweet corn, lettuce, radish and peas as 

the soil warms.  If there’s a dry spell, check fruits are well watered to ensure good 

setting and fruit development.  Apply fertiliser and weed killer to established lawns, 

and continue to sow new lawns.  Check for nesting birds before clipping hedges.  For 

further information contact June Hakes on 470452 or jb.hakes@btinternet.com. 

Lindsay Kubicki 

Easton-on-the-Hill Gala Weekend–Late May Bank Holiday 2019 
This 5 day event has been growing in popularity since being held in tandem with 

the Blue Bell Pub in their huge garden and marquee, thanks to the sponsorship of 

landlords Alex and Cinzia.  There’s something for everyone and the village 

welcomes visitors from near and far to come and share in the fun and fundraising. 

The proceeds from the Grand Raffle, The Traditional Village Fete, “Easton’s Got 

Talent” and the Pet Show all go to support local village clubs and organisations 

and the organising committee aims to provide some great entertainment and fun 

in a traditional village pub setting.  It may be the 13th Gala this year, but at least 

one person will be lucky when they win the £250 cash prize in the Grand Raffle. 

Innovations for this year include a barmy “Easton Horse Trials” event at the 

Monday Fete (expect hobby horses, space hoppers, and general lunacy) and a 

performance by EATS of “The Jewel of Lamjung” – a short play, as part of the 

“Easton’s Got Talent” evening, which itself will have an Old Time Music Hall theme. 

Tim Nicol (tim@mihcentre.co.uk   @nicoltim   07803 050108) 
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Transition King’s Cliffe  for environment and community 

Transition Allotments:  Transition King’s Cliffe’s Food Group has 

taken on two Orchard Lane allotments to help increase 

production of seasonal food in the village.  A full-sized allotment 

can be a challenge to maintain, and some had been left derelict.  

We’ve broken down our plots into smaller ‘mini-allotments’ and, 

with a massive effort from new allotment holders, Community Payback volunteers 

(thanks Mick Barry and team) and a skip provided by the Parish Council, the 

ground has been cleared and is now ready for the new season.  There is also 

plenty of rainwater storage for watering crops, as we expect hotter and drier 

summers to become the norm.  We currently have one mini-allotment available, 

so, if you’re looking for something new to try which is inexpensive and easy, 

please contact us on the email below. 

Rob and Anna Stockley, who manage these plots for Transition, use theirs to grow 

fruit and veg that are both expensive to buy and fresh and easy to grow such as 

autumn raspberries, strawberries and asparagus.  Taking on a mini-allotment also 

introduces children to where food comes from and they’re especially interested in 

finding record-breaking worms and eating all the raspberries.  The reward of 

eating food you’ve grown yourself is only part of the physical and mental 

wellbeing given by this beautiful part of the village, and much can be learned from 

the community of other growers as well. 

Transition Bikefix continues on May 4th from 10.00am repairing and advising on 

bike matters on the green on Forest Approach. Do come along and get cycling again! 

Wildplaces:  We had an excellent Workparty in April with 15 volunteers weeding 

and re-staking the 400 trees on the Village Field which the community planted in 

2015.  This month we’ll be back in the railway cutting clearing the banks to 

encourage wildflowers and insects, and creating basking zones for lizards and 

other reptiles.  This is important to maintain the diversity of wildlife on this 

stretch as areas are becoming overgrown again.  Join us on 12th May from 

10.30am along the railway path from the entrance to KCA.  Please bring secateurs, 

forks and loppers and please wear gloves and proper footwear. 

Minibus:  Don’t forget the TKC Community Minibus is available for group outings, 

parties etc at non-profit rates!. Contact mikehenchy19@gmail.com for bookings 

Contact:  If you want more information about any of our activities or want to get 

involved, please get in touch: info@transitionkingscliffe.org.uk 

www.transitionkingscliffe.org.uk   Transition Kings Cliffe                 Charles Tomalin 
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The Way We Were 

This month we hear another voice from the past.  George Smith had a formidable 

memory for people, events and patterns of life in old King’s Cliffe and Canon John 

Bryan captured these recollections nearly seventy years ago: 

“My maternal grandfather was John ‘Buzz’ Nicholls, for years the Town Crier of 

Cliffe.  He used to get 9d. for each ‘Cry’ around the town, a stop at each lamp-

post.  Harry ‘Buzz’ Nicholls of an older generation was the last Beadle of King’s 

Cliffe.  [The parish Beadle was a much-respected figure who held the keys to the 

village stocks and whipping post which stood at the Cross.  Anyone found by the 

Beadle to be drunk and disorderly would find themselves spending time in the stocks.] 

“Cliffe was a rare place for its Friendly Societies and the ‘Sick & Dividing’ Clubs, all 

attached to one public-house or another.  These were the only means by which 

working men could ward against sickness and unemployment, provided they kept 

up the monthly subscriptions.  The Wheel Inn had the ‘Wheel Inn Friendly Society’ 

and a Sick & Dividing Club for the Christmas share-out of the balance.  The Golden 

Ball Inn had both the ‘Eagle Lodge’ of Oddfellows and the ‘Old Amicable Friendly 

Society’; also a Sick & Dividing Club and the most important ‘Pig Club’.  [The Pig 

Club provided insurance and guidance for the many working-men who kept a pig 

in their back-yard sty].  Then there were Sick & Dividing Clubs at the Turners’ 

Arms, the Maltsters’ Arms, the Wheatsheaf, the Windmill and the Red Lion. 

“Harry Harker [father of Ted Harker whose voice we heard in the March Gazette] 

was the extremely rigid, conservative and fierce Secretary of the Wheel Club, 

which he ran very well indeed.  The two older Friendly Societies always had a 

street-parade and a dinner on Easter Monday, a great occasion for ‘Cliffe.  It was 

the 1911 Health Insurance Act which caused the decline of these Friendly 

Societies.  Then the First War came along and knocked their parades and even 

their dinners on the head.  They were revived in a small way after the war, but 

never really took on.  In the late 1920s we used to have a good ‘Cold-Meat 

Supper’ and that was it.” 

In 2002, George Smith’s son, Ted, entrusted the old parading banner of the Wheel 

Inn Friendly Society to King’s Cliffe Heritage.  We had the banner carefully 

restored and you can see it on display in our Heritage Centre. 

Sue Trow-Smith for King’s Cliffe Heritage 
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Communicare 
The quarterly General Patients’ Meeting was held last month when we welcomed 

guest speaker, Carolyn Noble from Volunteer Action in Oundle.  The charity is 

entirely supported by volunteers, drivers and befrienders with only three paid 

employees.  They have around 800 clients covering a large area.  In Oundle drivers 

will transport clients for many reasons, but Communicare patients’ journeys are 

solely for medical appointments.  During last year 109,000 journey miles were 

completed and over 25,000 voluntary hours worked. 

Clients are only charged for journey miles; VA reimburse the drivers for dead 

mileage.  They are actively seeking more drivers in the north of their area – they 

currently have 12 clients in King’s Cliffe but no local driver.  Communicare and the 

practice were thanked for their recent donations – good support is also received 

from Oundle School and other means of fund raising.  Carolyn was warmly 

thanked for her talk and VA for their continued help and support of patients. 

The treasurer presented the financial statement showing a current balance of 

£4,498 (£2,000 is ring-fenced).  Receipt of £950 from the Yarwell & Nassington 

Brass Band concert last autumn was noted with thanks.  A request had been 

submitted from the Practice for funds to purchase a portable Doppler machine, 

costing £228.95 to be sited at Wansford for use by nurses in locating pulse points 

prior to identifying problem circulatory areas.  The Officers recommended 

acceptance and it was unanimously agreed. 

Dr Takhar reported that, under a new government scheme being introduced in 

this area in July called National Primary Care Network, the practice is looking into 

a possible arrangement with Yaxley and Oundle surgeries.  This would entail 

sharing of resources when necessary – e.g. services of specialist staff could be 

spread over the three locations to make them viable.  He emphasized a lack of 

GPs nationally which the scheme is designed to help alleviate.  Wansford is 

generally fortunate in recruiting a sufficient number of trainee GPs.  He confirmed 

that working with two ‘Lakeside’ practices would not present any anticipated 

problems with each practice retaining their autonomy.  Tie-up of resources 

covering some 34K patients is in line with plans for the Peterborough area where 

the original 29 practices could now be condensed into approximately six groups. 

Dr Takhar also updated the meeting on the proposed expansion of the Wansford 

site with the addition of a nursing/care home.  It has been decided not to proceed 

in close association with PCH.  Planning permission is now being sought but no 

problems are envisaged.  The planned site at King’s Cliffe for a new medical hub 

has been rejected as too small and further locations are under consideration. 

Continued on page 20 
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St Nicholas Church, Bulwick 
St Nicholas Church Gift Morning:  Thank you to all who donated; your help is very 

much appreciated.  All contributions will go towards the upkeep of our beautiful 

Grade1 listed church and help to keep the churchyard in good order. 

Horticultural Show:  Distribution of the full schedule to all eligible villages will be 

completed by the end of this month.  The annual Horticultural Show will take 

place over the August bank holiday weekend 24th & 25th August in the church 

and Village Centre.  The morning and evening sessions for submitting your 

intended entries and photographic exhibit(s) will take place in the church on 

Monday 19th August; details are listed in the schedule.  In order to cut printing 

costs very few spares will be available, so please do not ‘misplace’ your copy. 

Christian Aid Week 12th May–19th May:  In Bulwick and Blatherwycke the 

donation envelopes for this event are being delivered with this issue of the 

Gazette.  If you would like to donate you can do so by returning your envelope to:   

Alma O’Neill, Appletree Cottage, 1 Bulwick or Pat Teall, Cherry Tree Cottage, 

Blatherwycke.  Please help if you can. 

Holy Trinity Church, Blatherwycke:  A service of Holy Communion will take place 

at 11.00am on Holy Trinity Sunday, 16th June.  Access for those attending the 

service will be through the gates by the bridge or via the footpath by The Barn.  

Refreshments will be served after the service.  All will be most welcome. 

Dress A Girl Workshop:  We are back at Bulwick Village Centre this month at 

2.00pm on Monday 20th May.  Our last consignment of items went to Djibouti, 

and more are awaiting clearance for Malawi and Mozambique, both areas of need 

following the natural disaster earlier this year.  All are welcome to call in and see 

our work in action. 

Teas, Cakes and Crafts:  This event will be held in the church on Sunday 23rd June 

from 1.30pm to 4.30pm.  There will be a good selection of home-made crafts of 

good quality and teas and cakes for sale.  All craft proceeds for The Children’s 

Society and Eve Family Refuge (Northamptonshire).  Further details next month. 

St Nicholas Churchyard:  The contractor will assess the level of nesting birds in 

the churchyard prior to any engagement with clearance of the vegetation around 

the boundaries and pruning of the cherry trees.  It may be postponed from the 

scheduled date at the end of this month to later in the year if a decision is made 

not to disturb any nests.  I will try to keep you up to date but, in the meantime, 

help is always needed to keep the church and churchyard in good order.  Please 

get in touch if you can spare some time to help; it will be much appreciated. 

Alma O’Neill, Churchwarden (450300) 
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Laxton Village Hall 
The arrival of May brings us an opportunity to reflect on both a very busy and 
successful April for Laxton Village Hall. The Hall is now spic and span in 
preparation for the rest of the year following a successful spring clean, many 
thanks to all who helped with this messy but essential task! 

I attended the WW1 centenary coffee morning, along with my family and was 
delighted at both the items on display and the passion and depth of knowledge 
provided by Vaughn and others at the event.  The living elements, where children 
could try on uniforms, hats and handle the history was thoroughly enjoyed as 
were the delicious cakes!  My personal interest in medical procedures made the 
RAMC display and “officer” my personal favourite, along with the firing exercise, 
which gave me an insight into the deafeningly noisy place the trenches must have 
been, adding another element to the horrors I imagine were experienced there. 

The work and passion that has gone into the event was evident.  Vaughn and all 
others involved deserve huge thanks for their outstanding work.  Laxton is 
privileged to have villagers who have the knowledge and determination to bring 
such events to the village.  Also of note is the “Laxton Village; A moment in time” 
which was for sale at the event, and I would highly recommend this for local 
history fans.  Well done to all involved; it was a moving and fitting tribute. 

At the time of writing the Giro d’Italia wine tasting event is on the horizon; tickets 
have been selling very well and lots of people are looking forwards to it.  Please 
keep an eye on social media for photos! 

For those who are technically minded, Laxton Village Hall has taken the exciting 
leap onto social media.  You can find us on Facebook at “Village Hall Laxton” and 
Twitter at “@HallLaxton”.  Updates of events, photos and exciting news will be 
posted on these pages, so please do follow us.  If you would like event updates 
from us via email, please email info@laxtonvillagehall.org to give us your consent 
to add you to our mailing list.   What’s on in Laxton Village Hall this May? 

Film Club–7th May 7.30pm:  Stan & Ollie (PG) starring Steve Coogan and John C. 
Reilly in the title roles of Stan Laurel and Oliver Hardy facing an uncertain future 
with their golden era of Hollywood films long behind them.   The duo set out to 
reconnect with their adoring fans by touring Variety Halls in Britain in 1953.  The 
shows become an instant hit, but Stan and Ollie can’t quite shake off the past as 
long-buried tension and Hardy’s failing health start to threaten their precious 
partnership.  £5 pp.  Refreshments and Bar on site. 

Coffee Morning–11th May 10.30–1200:  A return to our traditional Coffee 
Morning, hosted this month by Heather and Mike.  Please come along for a chat 
over some delicious cakes accompanied by fresh tea and coffee. 

Book Club–14th May 7.30pm:  This month’s book is Beside the Syrian Sea by 
James Wolff.  New members warmly welcomed to our lively discussion group. For 
further information please contact John McCrone on 450782.            The Mortlocks 
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Nature Notes for April and May 
One of the great joys of gardening at this time of year is close attention from the 

Robin.  One watches my every move as I turn over soil and tidy the borders, ever 

hopeful for another tasty morsel.  I have developed a soft whistle that mimics his 

song, attracting him ever closer, almost within touching distance.  He then sits still 

and sings gently back to me, responding each time a phrase is repeated to him.  

Meanwhile, he watches and cocks his head until the next worm or grub is 

unearthed, then a quick pounce and away to devour it.  He’s soon back to repeat 

the performance. 

Different species of butterfly have begun to appear on sunny days. The beautiful 

Holly Blue is on the wing now, as are Orange Tips.  These are attractive, small 

white butterflies with greenish markings and a distinctive orange patch at the tip 

of the forewing.  They tend to frequent grassy areas. 

On a small local pond, well hidden from passers by, a Little Grebe or Dabchick has 

constructed a nest of sticks and reeds just above water level.  This is the smallest 

of the grebes, having a short chestnut colouration to the front of its neck and 

cheeks.  They tend to be shy and slip away quietly by submerging and reappearing 

some distance off.  Over coming weeks I hope to report on the progress of its brood. 

Rooks have begun nesting in the tops of trees, said to be a portent for fine 

weather.  They defend their untidy nests most vigorously and can often be seen 

relentlessly chasing Red Kites that dare to approach their territory.  The chase is 

invariably lengthy with many twists and turns until the Kite eventually gives up 

and moves on to another target.                                                                        Fledgling 
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King’s Cliffe Parish Church presents … 

June 15th–Spirit of Fire and Flame. 

August 10th and 11th–Here We Grow Again. 

2 days of fruitful fun in conjunction with King’s Cliffe produce show. 

October 12th–Thank You for My Food. 

November 23rd–’Twas the Month Before Christmas. 

Regular events start at 3.30pm at Underground. 

August 11th & 12th times to be confirmed 

nearer the show. 

For further information email us at 

office@kingscliffe.church 

FAMILY   ●   FUN   ●   FAITH   ●   FOOD   ●   FRIENDS  

Nene Valley Railway 
Amusing the kids this summer just got a little cheaper with some 

smart ticket purchasing from the Nene Valley Railway.  For all of our 

normal steaming days and many of our special day events such as 

the Thomas Branch-line a saving can be made by buying a Family 

Rover ticket.  Priced at £40, these allow 2 adults and 3 children to 

visit the railway, a saving of £16. 

A new initiative for 2019 will see some extra savings for the family 

at the railway.  We are introducing a Family Summer Pass which 

will be valid from 22nd June to 1st September.  A single payment of 

£65 allows a family (2 adults and 3 children) to visit up to 3 times.  

Like the family ticket this is valid for all standard steaming days and 

many special events such as Thomas Branch-line.  For more details 

and purchase go to the NVR website www.nvr.org.uk 
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LAXTON VILLAGE HALL 

FILM NIGHT 

Tuesday 7th May at 7.30pm 

Admission on the door £5 

For enquiries call Noel Jessop 01780 450273 

Freshly brewed Coffee, Refreshments & Licensed Bar 
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Thursday 23rd May 18.00: Beer Festival opens and lasts all 

weekend; more than 26 beers from near and far plus 10 or more 

ciders. Meet the brewers on Thursday evening. 

Friday 24th May 19.00: Northern Soul Night featuring Motor City 

Vipers; £8.00 early bird tickets via Eventbrite, £10.00 via Eventbrite 

or on the door. 

Saturday 25th May  13.00: 20/20 Cricket between Easton Cricket 

Club and a Village 11 at the playing fields. BBQ and Bar open. 

19.30: Easton’s Got Talent (Variety Show) £3.00 Adults, £2.00 U-16  

(marquee bar closed during performance). 

Sunday 26th May  12.00: All Day Free Music Festival with 7 bands: 

The Money Shot Band, The Jam Room, Filthy Contact, T’100s, The 

Expletives, Last Minute Brigade, Let There Be DC, plus acoustic stage. 

Monday 27th May 11.00: Pet Show – all pets welcome. 

12.00: Traditional Village Fete, including “Easton Horse Trials”, 

children’s crafts, heritage tea rooms, stalls, games, maypole dancing, 

music from the D’Ukes of Rutland and grand raffle draw at 4.00pm. 

All events are free unless otherwise stated and all take place in and 

around the Blue Bell Marquee, High St, Easton on the Hill PE9 3LR. 

Further information from www.eastononthehill.com or email 

gala@eastononthehill.com or call the Blue Bell on 01780 763003. 
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All Saints & Saint James Church, King’s Cliffe 

Christian Aid Service with speaker 

Sunday 19th May at 11.00 am 

followed by a Bring & Share Lunch 

Suggested lunch donation £5. All proceeds to Christian Aid. 

For more information contact Jo Jones 07932 007246 
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All Saints & Saint James Church, King’s Cliffe 

Plant Sale 
and 

Spring Fayre 
Sunday 26th May   2.00–4.30pm 

The Walnuts, Bridge Street 

Gardening Stalls, Teas & Cakes, Games, Raffle, 
Treasure Hunt, Cake Stall, Children’s Toys. 

Plants supplied by King’s Cliffe Gardeners’ Association 

Free entry and fun for all the family 
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Free, independent and confidential 
Come and see us at All Saints and St James Church, King’s Cliffe 

on the last Friday of every month from 9.00 to 10.00am 
in respect of Welfare Benefits (Social Security Law) and Debts. 

Referrals can be made to our Housing and Immigration Teams. 

For further details or to arrange an appointment please contact our 
Rushden Office 01933 313020 

Registered Charity 1128718                                                           Member of Advice UK 

Communicare   Continued from page 11 
A new GP has been appointed – Dr Saber Alemi.  He worked at the surgery some 

years ago as a trainee GP and more recently has covered on a locum basis. 

Details were shared about a new project in King’s Cliffe called ‘Never Alone’.  This 

will be centred on the KC Active Site but will encompass a number of local groups 

attempting to combat isolation and loneliness for all residents around the area.  

Depending on progress a representative may be asked to speak at the June 

meeting.  Dr Takhar also suggested inviting the Research Team at Wansford to 

give a talk about their current work on a number of different topics  

Two new self-referral services are now available.  The first is a Physiotherapy 

service (03000 555 0210) which offers a telephone triage service with advice and 

face to face appointments where necessary.  The second is a Wellbeing Service 

offering a variety of free psychological treatments: ring 0300 300 0055 or visit 

www.cpft.nhs.uk.  Both services are designed to provide sufficient help but, if the 

problem is acute, patients would be advised to seek further medical help. 

The meeting sent sincere condolences to Mrs Gill Caddick on the recent death of 

her husband, Lloyd.  He was a regular and staunch supporter of the Group over 

the years and his interest was always warmly appreciated. 

The next Coffee Morning is on Friday 3rd May at 10.00am at King’s Cliffe Active 

Hall.  The day trip to Ely was cancelled due to lack of support but the next one is 

planned for June to Ashbourne and Bakewell.  The spring coach holiday leaves on 

Monday 20th to Weston-Super-Mare.Further details from Clare: 01780 470437 or 

email: superfoguk@aol.com                                                                     Wendy Spencer 
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King’s Cliffe Club 

May Entertainment 

Saturday 4th – Kurmujam 
A welcome return to the club for this very popular band 

Monday 6th BANK HOLIDAY 
Watch social media and Blackboard for details. 

Saturday 11th – Football Presentation Event 
followed by Extreme Disco 

Saturday 18th – F.A. Cup Final kick off 5pm 

Saturday 18th – Third Rock From The Sun 
A great Band with a very talented young girl as lead guitarist 

Saturday 25th – Football Division 2 Play-off 

Sunday 26th – Football Division 1 Play-off 

Monday 27th BANK HOLIDAY – Football Championship 
Play off match.  Watch social media & Blackboard for details 

We still have Fizz Fridays and a very well 
stocked Gin Bar and great Live Sports! 

Music/Bands from 9.00pm 

Bingo every Sunday evening from 8.00pm 

New members welcome!   C.I.U Affiliated 
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KING’S CLIFFE 
BAKERY 

68 WEST STREET 
KING’S CLIFFE 

Tel: 01780 470205 

DOOR TO DOOR DELIVERIES 

SHOP HOURS 
7AM TO 12 NOON 

MONDAY TO SATURDAY 

WHOLESALE AVAILABLE 

PHONE FOR PRICE LIST 

Village Pizzas 
Open Tue – Sat for 

Collection  4.30pm – 10pm 

or Delivery  6pm till 10pm 

01780 
784587 

View our Menu at 
www.villagepizzas.co.uk 
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Yoink 
Engineering 

Hand-crafted wrought ironwork 

• Bespoke Iron Beds, Chairs and 
Tables 

• Made to Measure Gates & 
Railings 

• Leaded Lights Repair, Re-crafting 

• Window Bars, Ornamental/
Security 

• Security Gates, Industrial or 
Domestic 

• Sand Blasting 

Call Rich to discuss your project. 

Mobile: 07950 797890 
Office: 01780 322223 
richrhodeslewis@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Are your carpets and upholstery in need of a freshen up? 
Look no further! 

Fully trained and insured to clean carpets and upholstery 
for both domestic and commercial clients. 

Colin Smith is local to the area and can give you a 
competitive quote today. 

Don’t hesitate, give him a ring on  
01780 471015 or 07919857311  

Email:  mysmartcarpet@yahoo.co.uk 

K.C. PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
KING’S CLIFFE 

• Extensions, Renovations, 
Conversions etc. 

• Repointing, Patios, Paving. 

• Stonework, Brickwork, 
Garden Walls. 

• Groundworks & Footings. 

• Digger Hire & Driver. 

• Plastering. 

• Interior & Exterior Decorating. 

FOR FREE QUOTATIONS PLEASE CALL 

KEVIN CUNNINGTON 
07946 139754 

MATT CZEREMSZNSKY 
07984 956947 
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R E Newton Ltd (Nassington) 
SPECIALIST CARPENTRY JOINERY & BUILDING WORK 

The Complete Refurbishment Specialist 

 Internal alterations to Extensions 

 Listed & Period Building Specialist 

 Hand Made Kitchens to your design and colour 

 Built in Wardrobes to cupboards/bookcases 

 Purpose made joinery – windows and doors 

Est. Since 1989 

www.renewton.com      Email: Edward@renewton.wanadoo.co.uk 

Tel:   Daytime 07831 256087   Evening 01780 782704 

FOR ALL YOUR CARPENTRY AND BUILDING NEEDS 

Martin James 

The Village Sweep 

Your local chimney sweeping service. 

Stove repairs: rope seals, firebricks etc. 

Certificates issued.    Fully insured. 

07749 438567 

01780 470275 

mhj1@btinternet.com 
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Bespoke picture 
framing 

Oils, watercolour, textiles, etc. 
Large or small. 

Contact: 

FELICITY THISTLETHWAITE 
m: 07943 127979 

t: 01780 470275 

e: fthistlethwaite@ 
    rocketmail.com 

First Class Sewing 
Tel: 07762 771290  

• Beautiful bespoke curtains, 
pelmets, roman blinds, cushion 
covers, upholstery, lampshades 
and soft furnishings to enhance 
your home. 

• Free design consultancy for 
fabrics, curtain poles, lining 
types, fittings and interiors. 

• Sourcing and supply of fabrics 
and samples. 

• Clothing and curtain alterations. 

• Garment making. 

We offer a free collection and 
delivery service. 

www.firstclasssewing.co.uk  

Adult sewing classes 
 

Do you love sewing but not sure where to start? 
Would you like to learn?  

 
Whether you’ve never used a sewing machine before, or you have tried a 

few sewing projects and want to improve and further your sewing skills, 

ShooSo by Lucia  offers a selection of sewing workshops for you. 

Workshops are held in the light and airy community room at King’s Cliffe Active 

and all fabrics and equipment are included in the prices.  

Christmas workshops: 

• Christmas bunting. 

• Advent calendar. 

• Christmas stockings. 

For more info visit www.ShooSo.co.uk or email lucia.hyams@gmail.com 

https://sewitwithlove.com/sewing-classes-london/
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Eyebrook Wild 
Bird Feeds 

Quality garden birdseed at 
farm gate prices, mixed on 

our nature friendly farm near 
the Eyebrook Reservoir  

Open Friday and Saturday 9am–5pm 
Sunday 9am–12 noon 

You are welcome to collect at any other time, but 
please telephone first to ensure we are here to serve you 

Rectory Farm, Great Easton, LE16 8SN 

01536 770771 

www.eyebrookwildbirdfeeds.co.uk 

PETER RIDDINGTON LANDSCAPING  

We install Patios, Driveways, Ponds, Stone Walls, 

Decking and Fencing. 

We plant Trees and shrubs and offer a complete 

Garden Maintenance. 

We supply and lay turf or grass seed with lawn management. 

Garden design service provided. 

Contact Peter Riddington today for a free quotation 

Telephone:  01780 783004         Mobile  07860 962068 

Email:  peter@peterriddington.co.uk 
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ManageMe.com 

Executive Assistant Services and 
Business Administration Solutions 

ATTENTION BUSINESS OWNERS! 

Does administration distract you? 

ManageMe.com offers bespoke 
admin and Executive Assistant 

solutions allowing you to focus on 
doing what you do best. 

Contact us to discuss your 
requirements, no task is too big or 

too small 

07867 537504  
Facebook: @DelegationServices 

“Supporting Local Business 
to do Business” 

earn to drive 
with Karen 

King’s Cliffe and the 
surrounding area. 

Peterborough and the 
surrounding area. 

Karen Newton 
Approved Driving Instructor 
(ADI) 

karennewton144@gmail.com 

07850 487929 
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Andy Kemp 
 Computer Support 

 Web Site Design 

 User Training 

Specialising in Home 

Users, Home Workers and 

Small Businesses. 

01832 720522 

07738 274383 

andy.kemp@mail.com 
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JOHN & JANE PAIGE 
specialise in 

wildlife, plants, 
landscapes and portraits 

The Manor House 
King’s Cliffe 

Tel: 01780 470247 
Fax: 01780 470334 

E.M.DORMAN 
FUNERAL DIRECTOR Dip.F.D. 

A family concern 
giving a 24 hour 

personal service to all areas 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 

Golden Charter 
Pre-Paid Plans Available 

Tel: Uppingham 
01572 823976 

CROWSONS 
D.W. Gunn DipFD 

A FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS 
SERVING THE COMMUNITY 

FOR OVER ONE HUNDRED YEARS 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BARNWELL, OUNDLE, PETERBOROUGH, PE8 5PS 

01832 
272269 

01832 
272269 

• Caring personal attention 
• Chapels of rest 
• 24 hour service to all areas 
• Flowers and catering available 
• Memorials 
• Advice on Golden Charter pre-payment Schemes 
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Anxious?  Stressed? 

No Confidence? 

Unfulfilled?  Trapped? 

Lacking Inspiration? 

Feeling Lost?  In a Rut? 

Hypnosis and 

Therapy 

to 

Rediscover Your Fun 
and Vitality 

Call Me Now 

Bernice Hardwick 
Tel: 01780 678565 

bernice@seechanges.co.uk 

www.seechanges.co.uk 

King’s Cliffe Village Hall 

Tuesdays 
2.30 – 3.30 

Over 60s 
Keep Fit 

For better strength, stamina, 
balance & coordination. 

Call Mandy Glen 
01780 470221 / 07949 736505 

(Also for the less able of any age) 

Yoga For You 
For Core Strength 
and Calm 

Mon: 9.30 Yoga, Laxton Village Hall, NN17 3AT. 

7.30pm Yoga, King’s Cliffe Memorial Hall. 

Tue: 5.45 & 7pm Yoga, Wansford Christie Hall. 

Wed: YOGACALM, a gentle class. 

7pm King’s Cliffe Memorial Hall, PE8 6XD. 

Thur: 10am Yoga, Wansford Christie Hall, PE8 6JS. 

4.30 Gentle/Chair Yoga and 6.30 Yoga at 

Easton-on-the-Hill Village Hall, PE9 3NN. 

£5 Welcome session, passes and Drop In 

options.  Beginners, Yoga Therapy, 1-1 

and small groups. 

Penny Taylor – Full Dip & Advanced Tutor 

pennyyoga@yahoo.co.uk  07960267986 
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Melanie’s 
Qualified Hairdresser 

92 West Street, King’s Cliffe 
Tel: 01780 470371 

Shampoo & Sets 

Blow Drying 

Permanent Tinting 

Semi Colouring 

Perming 

High & Low Lights 

Wet Cuts 

Dry Cuts 

MANICURES & PEDICURES 

CND Shellac – 2 weeks + wear 

CND Vinylux – 1 week + wear 
 

EYEBROW WAXING AND TINTING 

Qualified and insured 

FACEBOOK: Beauty.Rebekah 

mobilebeautybyrebekah@outlook.com 

MOBILE: 07581 565977 
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Simba’s Den Day Nursery 
Main Street, Bulwick, NN17 3DY 

Outstanding homely childcare in an idyllic countryside location 

Open all year Monday to Friday 8am–6pm 

Fully funded 2 and 3 year old places available. 

Pre-school led by an early year’s professional. 

Close links to all schools. 

Weekly Ballet lessons from 2 years. 

Weekly forest school sessions at Fineshade wood. 

Lovely large outside area. 

Telephone: 01780 450937 

Email/Web: info@simbasden.co.uk   www.simbasden.co.uk 

 Early years education for children aged 2 – 4 

Growing a Love for Learning 
King’s Cliffe Endowed Pre-school offers the highest 

standards of care and play opportunities to children 

aged 2 to 4 years. 

Our ethos is to nurture and establish our children’s love 

for learning and exploration by providing the best 

possible experiences and opportunities. 

For more information please contact the School Office 

on 01780 470259 or email 

katy.evans@kingscliffeschool.co.uk 

We offer sessions that  

run from 9.00am until 3.00pm. 

 

Please visit our website at www.kingscliffeschool.co.uk for 

more information about our wonderful Pre-School. 

King’s Cliffe Endowed 
Pre-School, 

Kings Forest, King’s Cliffe, 
PE8 6XS. 



Diary 

 

The Gazette is published by All Saints and St James Church, King’s Cliffe 

as a service to the community.  It is written, edited and distributed by 

volunteers from all three parishes.  An electronic version is available here: 

www.kingscliffe.church/gazette 

Gazette Contacts 
You are requested to make contact by Email whenever possible. 

Editor (Articles, News and Events): David Teall,  gazette@kingscliffe.church 

Commercial Advertising: Andrea Fern,  andrea.fern@avus-consulting.co.uk 

Hand-written contributions can be left in the box at the back of King’s Cliffe church. 

The Closing Date for all copy is the 15th of the previous month. 

May 
  1 May Evergreen Club Meeting 14:00 The Club, KC 
  2 May Women’s Fellowship Meeting 14:00 Parish Church, KC 
  3 May Communicare Coffee Morning 10:00 KC Active, KC 
  4 May TKC BikeFix 10:00–12:00 Forest Approach, KC 
  5 May Visiting Bell Ringers 17:00–17:45 Parish Church, Bulwick 
  6 May KC Heritage Centre Open 14:00–17:00 27 Bridge Street KC 
  7 May Film Night Stan & Ollie 19:30 Village Hall, Laxton 
  8 May KC Church Coffee Morning 10:30–12:00 14 Park Street, KC 
  9 May KC Parish Council Meeting 19:30 KC Active, KC 
10 May Christian Aid Super Swish 09:00–11:00 Parish Church, KC 
11 May Laxton Coffee Morning 10:30–12:00 Village Hall, Laxton 
12 May TKC Wildplaces Workparty 10:30–13:00 Railway Cutting, KC 
13 May Old Blokes’ Club Talk 11:00 KC Active, KC 
13 May KC Ladies Group Meeting 12:00–14:30 The Club, KC 
14 May Laxton Book Club 19:30–21:00 Village Hall, Laxton 
19 May KC Village Hall Teas 14:00–16:30 Village Hall, KC 
20 May Dress a Girl Workshop 14:00 Village Centre, Bulwick 
22 May KCGA Visit 14:00 Burghley House 
23-27 Easton Gala Weekend See page 17 Easton-on-the-Hill 
26 May King’s Cliffe Plant Sale 14:00 The Walnuts, KC 
26 May KC Heritage Centre Open 14:00–17:00 27 Bridge Street KC 
27 May KC Heritage Centre Open 14:00–17:00 27 Bridge Street KC 

June 
23 June Tea, Cake and Crafts 13:30–16:30 Parish Church, Bulwick 


