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From the Parish Priest 

Easter 2019 

You are very welcome to the services across our Benefice on Easter Day, 

Sunday 21st April.  The hope of new life at Easter has sustained, and 

continues to sustain people in their living, especially when facing times of 

suffering or disorder. 

The Easter narrative in John’s Gospel of the encounter between Jesus and 

Mary Magdalene touches at the heart of what the first Christian 

communities came to base their faith upon.  Although rarely spoken of by 

Jesus in the Gospels, the story of the Garden of Eden had remained 

significant as a way of thinking about people living in exile:  in exile from 

living out their own best aspirations and in exile from a community where 

compassion, generosity of heart and loving kindness were key to life. 

Jesus is understood by the Gospel writers to have overcome the barriers 

that bring this exile through his commitment to God, his love of stranger 

and enemy as well as friend and by the laying down of his life for others.  

These are the major themes that we are reminded of each year in Holy 

Week in the services on Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday and Good Friday. 

This year on the 14th April, the 10.30 am Palm Sunday Service in King’s 

Cliffe will have the theme A Desert and a Garden and, in seasonal hymns 

and readings, we will consider the life and death of Jesus and celebrate 

that Jesus has been raised from the dead.                                     Philip Davies 

From the Parish Registers 

We extend our thoughts and prayers to all those who are bereaved 

remembering particularly the family and friends of: 

Sylvia Blake 

Thomas Wooding 
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The Benefice of 

King’s Cliffe, Bulwick & Blatherwycke and Laxton 

Incumbent Revd Canon Philip Davies 470314 

Reader David Teall 450407 

Co-ordinator Katy Evans (contact via Benefice Office) 

Benefice Office office@kingscliffe.church 479249 

The office is open for general enquiries including baptisms and weddings 

on Tuesdays 10:00–12:30 and Wednesdays 10:30–12:00. 

Churchwardens 

King’s Cliffe Felicity Thistlethwaite 470275 

 Andrea Fern 07970 151926 

Bulwick & Blatherwycke Alma O`Neill 450300 

Laxton Michael Harrison 450362 

 Rupert Boyle 450260 

For further information about all the services in our Benefice including 
Collyweston and Easton-on-the-Hill visit: www.kingscliffe.church 

Church Services in April 
All Saints and St James – King’s Cliffe 

Each Wednesday except 3 April 10:00 Holy Communion 

  7 April  10:30 Benefice Communion* 

14 April Palm Sunday 10:30 Hymns & Readings 

18 April Maundy Thursday 20:00 Holy Communion 

21 April Easter Sunday 10:30 Family Communion* 

28 April  10:30 Family Communion* 

* Children’s Groups (CHAOS) take place during these services. 

St Nicholas – Bulwick 

19 April Good Friday 14:00 The Final Hour 

21 April Easter Sunday 11:00 Holy Communion 

All Saints – Laxton 

21 April Easter Sunday 09:00 Holy Communion 

28 April  18:00 Evening Prayer 
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Food Basket 
There is a Food Basket at the back of the church in King’s Cliffe.  Donations 
of any non-perishable food can be added to the basket.  If you are in need 

of any extra food please help yourself. 

The Church Office can now issue vouchers for the Stamford Foodbank.  
They are able to provide 3 days worth of emergency food for individuals 

and families in financial crisis. 

Readings and Prayers for the Sundays in April 

7 April NT Philippians 3.4b–14 
Fifth Sunday of Lent Gospel John 12.1–8 
We pray for all those who live in Pine Lane, Station Road, Sycamore Close, 

Walker’s Field and West Street, King’s Cliffe. 

14 April NT Philippians 2.5–11 
Palm Sunday Gospel Luke 22.14–23.56 
We pray for all the residents of Laxton. 

21 April NT Acts 10.34—43 
Easter Day Gospel John 20.1–18 
We pray for all those who live in Willow Lane, Wood Lane, Stamford Road, 

Wansford Road and Wood Road, King’s Cliffe. 

28 April NT Acts 5.27–32 
Second Sunday of Easter Gospel John 20.19–31 
We pray for our Parish Priest, Reader, Churchwardens, PCC and Church Groups. 

Community Café 
at King’s Cliffe Parish Church 

8.45am to 11.00am every Friday 
Pop in to enjoy a coffee or tea, some delicious 

home-baked goods and a friendly chat. 
Everyone welcome 
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Church Coffee Morning 
The March Church Coffee Morning  was hosted by Brenda and David Wright.  

Thank you both so much for making us all so welcome on such a windy and wet 

day!  It certainly lifted all of our spirits to be so comfortable inside and to see your 

very pretty spring garden.  Thanks to all who came along to enjoy the wonderful 

array of cakes and biscuits, and thanks for all the raffle prizes too.  We raised 

£133.20 for Church funds. 

Our next Coffee Morning is on April 10th at the home of Louise Bowen-West, 22 

Park Street.  Do come along; you will be so welcome.  Thank you everyone for 

your support.                                                                                          Maureen Marshall 

King’s Cliffe Ecumenical Women’s Fellowship Group 
On 1st March the Women’s Fellowship Group attended the 2019 World Day of 

Prayer service which had been written by a group of women from Slovenia.  We 

enjoyed participating in this world-wide service which included readings, music, 

art and prayers and learned about the political and economic situation of 

Slovenia, from the time it was a socialist-communist state up to the present day. 

The message from the service was: ‘Come – everything is ready!’  All are invited to 

God’s table.  Many thanks to: our committee for organising the presentation of 

the service; the actors and readers who took part; Stephen Barber for his musical 

accompaniment; all those who donated food to provide a delicious lunch which 

was enjoyed by all. 

Our next meeting will be held on Thursday 4th April at 2.00pm in King’s Cliffe 

Church when David Teall will be sharing some of his travel experiences with us.  

Do come along!                                                                                                Christine Ball 

Village Hall Teas on Easter Sunday 
The Village Hall Teas Team will be very happy to see you on Sunday 21st April – 

Easter Sunday – from 2.00pm until our usual last orders at 4.30pm.  Our homemade 

cakes and scones and buttered toasted tea-bread will be joined by some Easter 

treats, alongside freshly-brewed tea and coffee or fruit squashes.  There’ll be a 

variety of our homemade preserves on sale, and the Book Corner will be in full 

swing too.  Do hop on down for tea!  Come on your own, come with friends or 

family.  We look forward to welcoming you.                                         Sue Trow-Smith 

To enquire about booking the King’s Cliffe Memorial Hall please email 
vhallbookings@gmail.com or phone 01780 470125. 
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King’s Cliffe Heritage Centre 
The Heritage Centre at 27 Bridge Street opens twice in April: on Easter Monday, 

22nd April, and Sunday 28th April – between 2.00pm and 5.00pm each day.  Our 

displays and digital archives throw light on many aspects of King’s Cliffe’s 

interesting past – people and their skills; street scenes; trades and shops; the 

railway; schools; events and lots more.  Visiting the Heritage Centre is a great way 

to get to know the village if you have come here recently, or to bring back 

memories if you have lived here a long time.  If you have family or guests visiting 

at Easter, why not bring them along on Easter Monday? 

From February to October we open on the 4th Sunday of each month and every 

Bank Holiday Monday and entry is free.  Our hanging sign on Bridge Street tells 

you that we are open.  Disabled access is via a ramp at the rear.  Parking for 

visitors is on Bridge Street.  Please be aware we do not have toilet facilities on 

site.  To arrange a visit outside normal opening times, please call 0843 8869395. 

Our next meeting is on Wednesday 17th April at 7.30pm in the KC Active Pavilion.  

The meeting starts with our AGM, followed by an illustrated talk by Charles 

Atkinson on the former watermill buildings (now his home) and his ongoing 

restoration work there.  You’ve probably seen the work in progress, so this is the 

chance to find out all about it!  All are welcome to our meetings: admission is £1 

for members, £2 for non-members.  Refreshments of tea, coffee and biscuits £1. 

April starts our new membership year.  The annual subscription is £10 and you 

can join at our April meeting, or on our website at www.kingscliffeheritage.org.  

Our meetings are in January, April, July and October and members receive a 

quarterly Journal full of news and features about King’s Cliffe in the past.  We are 

a village charity and we hope you will join us in helping to ensure that the 

heritage of our village is kept alive now and for future generations. 

Sue Trow-Smith for King’s Cliffe Heritage 

KC Ladies Group – (Keep Calm) 
At the meeting on 4th March a lively discussion was held and Laid Back Ladies 

now have a new name!  Current members want to emphasise the friendly, 

relaxed nature of the club where no formal rules apply and everyone is able to 

join in discussions.  We plan to meet on the first Monday of the month in the 

Ex-Servicemen’s Club from 12.00 to 2.30pm except for bank holidays when an 

alternative Monday will be agreed.  We will be providing our own small packed 

lunch but the bar is always open for drinks! 

At the March meeting we were  entertained by Brenda Wright who gave an 
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interesting talk about her days as a head teacher.  This gave us a great deal of 

food for thought as Brenda described some of her experiences with young 

students and how she managed difficult situations.  

A variety of activities and speakers have already been suggested and the April 

meeting on Monday 1 April will be a visit to Elton Garden Centre to enjoy lunch 

and, weather permitting, a stroll around the garden displays.  We will be meeting 

at 12 noon at the garden centre.  A trip to Tolethorpe outdoor theatre is also 

planned for some time in July/August – more details at a later date.  For further 

information on all aspects of the group and activities, please contact Diana on 

01780 470427 or Brenda on 01780 470984.                                               Pat Hawkins 

King’s Cliffe Gardeners’ Association 
Our next meeting will be held at 7.30pm on Wednesday 24th April at KC Active 

when Joe Whitehead will be talking to us on The History of Burghley House Gardens 

with an up to date report on the work that has been completed over the last 16 

months and ongoing plans.  This will be a great preview for our visit to the 

Gardens on 22nd May.  Members and non-members are welcome to attend. 

There are lots of gardening jobs to do this month: 

Flowers: Plant out Sweet Pea seedlings or sow direct in their final position. Half-

hardy flowers can be sown in trays and kept on a windowsill or in the greenhouse. 

Remove any faded flowers from early-flowering bulbs, especially daffodils. If you 

want them to naturalise then leave flowers on snowdrops, crocus, muscari, scillas 

and other small bulbs. 

Fruit: Apple, pear, plum and cherry trees will start flowering in April. Apparently 

even if as few as 5-10% of the flowers set then you will have a good crop, so don’t 

worry too much about flowers dropping, but where you can, protect from frost 

with fleece. Keep an eye out for any pests and take corrective action. Summer and 

autumn fruiting raspberries should be cut back to circa 23cm from the base. 

Vegetables: Now is the time to sow direct carrots, peas, beetroot, winter 

cabbages, broccoli, salad crops. Marrows, courgettes, pumpkins, squashes and 

tomatoes can all be sown in a heated greenhouse or inside. If frost threatens then 

pull some fleece over your potato foliage. If any rhubarb flowers appear then cut 

them out near the base. 

Lawn Care: Rake out any dead moss and then fork over to improve drainage. 

Apply lawn fertiliser. Mow growing grass but keep the blades fairly high still. Dig 

out any perennial weeds. April is a great time for sowing new lawns and repairing 

bare patches. 

For further information about our activities contact June Hakes on 470452 or 

Lindsay Kubicki on 470108.                                                                       Lindsay Kubicki 
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Never Alone Project 
The Never Alone Project has been shortlisted for a National Lottery grant.  You 

can vote for it here:  www.thepeoplesprojects.org.uk - Anglia West. 

Never Alone is a really exciting plan hatched by volunteers from The (King’s Cliffe) 

Active along with Underground, local Churches, the Old Blokes Club and others. 

Our twin aims are to provide more support and help for those in the area who are 

lonely and isolated and secondly to increase participation levels in all the activities 

that are happening in King’s Cliffe and the surrounding area.  Initial plans include: 

• Appoint a lead worker to recruit and train volunteers to identify and support 

isolated individuals and encourage them to engage with some of a menu of 

existing or new activities. 

• Build on the experience of the Church’s Friday Café, using the new café at The 

Active, the Club and other venues for regular tea, cake and chat sessions. 

• Open-up the Underground Tiddler (0 – 3 age) group to older people for mutual 

benefits. 

• Reinvigorate the regular Meet & Eat lunches at The Active and other locations 

inviting residents of all ages to join in. 

• Establish a Gardening Group (from the Old Blokes’ Club, Gardeners’ Association 

and from the Underground Youth Club) working together and establishing a 

plot of raised beds at KC Active to grow produce for the café. 

• Encourage a range of activities at The Active, The Underground and other 

venues, aimed at multi-generational participation (arts and crafts, including 

sewing circle, board games, reading group and movement and dance). 

• Promote physical activity programmes accessible together by all ages – walks, 

exercise programmes and fitness sessions utilising the new Gym at The Active 

and the upgraded fitness studio. 

• Engage the Transition minibus and volunteer drivers to ensure that mobility is 

not a bar to participation, enabling trips to activities out of the village. 

• Work with King’s Cliffe Players, Heritage and the Endowed Primary School to 

provide a regular programme of events focused on the history of the 

community and hearing from those who live in it. 

This is an ambitious programme that will not happen overnight.  We are planning 

to kick start things in the early summer but meanwhile, we need your support:  

Vote for Never Alone www.thepeoplesprojects.org  Anglia West, from 1st to 15th 

April, and spread the word.  If you are not able to get online, please telephone me 

for a voting card.      Ian Hetherington (01780 470496  hetherington.ian@live.com) 
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King’s Cliffe Parish Council 
Allotments:  We have some space available within our Allotments.  If you are 

interested in either a full one or a part of one, then please do not hesitate to 

contact us for more information.  Remember Spring is just around the corner! 

Grit Bins:  We now have a new grit bin provided by Persimmon on Oak Lane.  This 

will now be maintained by the Parish Council. 

Neighbourhood Plan:  This has now been approved by the Parish Council and will 

be submitted to ENC for inspection. 

Post Office:  As from 29th January 2019 the new Post Office hours have been and 

remain Tuesdays: 1.30pm – 3.30pm.  Use it or lose it! 

Litter Picking:  The Parish Council are becoming more and more aware of general 

littering in and around King’s Cliffe.  We would welcome any volunteers to 

organise an annual litter picking group to help tidy our village.  If anyone is 

interest in organising this, please contact the Parish Clerk. 

Public Meeting:  Our next Parish Council meeting is our Annual Public Meeting 

which will be held at 7.30pm on Thursday 11th April at King’s Cliffe Active.  Come 

along and have your say!                                                      Tracey Green (Parish Clerk) 
www.kingscliffeparishcouncil.co.uk    01780 470799    clerk@kingscliffeparishcouncil.co.uk 

Underground Centre (Lower Floor Village Hall) 
Fundraising: 2019 has got off to a great start.  As in 2018, we’re aiming to raise 

£10,000 by December.  Our total currently stands at £3,812.50 thanks to a mum 

who raised £350.50 doing a sponsored run, Kevin Howard and his team raising a 

fantastic £330 collecting your Christmas Trees, an incredible £1,600 raised at the 

Valentine Ball and kind donations from the Players, Women’s Fellowship and the 

Stamford Kiwanis.  We’re very grateful for all help received and are looking 

forward to events over the coming months.  If you can help us towards our target 

in any way, every penny raised really does help to ensure that Underground 

continues into the future for our young people and families in King’s Cliffe. 

Valentine Ball: Underground would like to send a huge thank you to Sam Halford, 

Stephen Blake, Pierre Tanner, Rob Ding, Adam Tidman, Adam Fox and Tim 

Verrinder for organising a fantastic Valentine Ball.  Thank you also to the many 

people who helped on the night – Tash Hou and Adam Alexander, Chris and 

Richard Lattimore, Steve Jones, MHL cleaning and prize donors Prestige Business 

Travel, Close Mitsubishi Motors and Katie Cardew and to Jez O’Neil for the barrel. 

Duck Race: Our thoughts are turning to the Duck Race on July 7th.  If you would 

like to get involved by helping us to man a stall, sell raffle tickets or sell ducks 

we’d be very grateful for volunteers!  Drop us an email for more information. 

Katy Weeks (Development Manager undergroundcentre@hotmail.co.uk) 
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Transition King’s Cliffe  for environment and community 

TKC BikeFix: Feeling guilty about that old bike gathering cobwebs 

in the shed?  Thinking of getting some fresh air in your lungs now 

the weather’s improving?  Wanting to see our lovely countryside 

at close quarters?  Well, get that bike out, dust it off and bring it 

along to BikeFix. 

We can do some simple maintenance jobs on your bike at 

our monthly Saturday morning sessions and, if you want, 

we can give you some tips on how to do some yourself.  We 

ask for a small donation to keep our stock of parts 

replenished and can advise you about costs of any major 

repair work which we can arrange for you outside of the Saturday sessions.  You 

don’t have to put on bright coloured Lycra to enjoy our lovely country lanes (but a 

helmet is a must) so let us spruce up your bike (and the kids’ bikes too) so you can 

make the best of the summer.  Our first session of the season is on 6th April from 

10.00am to 12.00.  We set up our workshop on the green in Forest Approach so 

come and talk to us then. 

Wildplaces:  We had a good turnout for the March Workparty at Maltings Green, 

clearing the pond and stream for the spring.  We also put in a 

log wall round the back of the ponds for safety and also to 

create more sheltered habitat for frogs and toads.  If you find 

small holes in the grassy areas, they are burrows for bank 

voles: quite harmless and great food for owls!  This month we 

will be up on the Village Field, weeding and re-staking the trees 

which the village planted three years ago.  Please come along 

and lend a hand from 10.30am on 14th April. If you have them, bring trowels/

hand-forks, although we do have spares. 

Footpaths Map: The new KC footpaths leaflet is now out! Pick one up for free 

from the Pub, Club or Penny’s Homemade stand on Park Street. 

Transition Allotments:  We have one mini-mini allotment available (that’s half a 

mini allotment!). If you’re interested in taking it on do contact us as below. 

Minibus:  Don’t forget the TKC Community Minibus has availability for group 

outings, parties etc at non-profit rates!. Contact mikehenchy19@gmail.com. 

Contact:  If you want more information about any of our activities or want to get 

involved, please get in touch: info@transitionkingscliffe.org.uk 

www.transitionkingscliffe.org.uk   Transition Kings Cliffe                 Charles Tomalin 
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The Way We Were 
In 1930, the village lost what must have been a truly impressive feature in the 

landscape – a giant oak tree 80 feet high and 40 feet round which stood in the 

gardens of Hall Farm.  The felling of the tree was quite a feat and no doubt it drew 

an audience.  The Stamford & Rutland News of 3rd June 1930 reported: 

A giant oak tree in a corner of the garden belonging to the house where King’s 

Cliffe’s most famous man used to live – the Revd William Law, the Non-juror 

and Jacobite – was razed to the ground by Mr Charles Miles’ timber fellers on 

Monday week.  [Charles Miles was brother of the late George Miles, timber merchant 

in King’s Cliffe, who died in 1912.]  It is estimated that there are three hundred 

cubic feet of timber in the trunk which weighs about thirteen tons and has a 

value of between sixty and a hundred pounds. 

Messrs Charles Miles and Sons, of Stamford, purchased the tree as it stood, and 

the work of felling commenced on Friday.  Three workmen from Stamford 

worked like trojans hewing and hacking at its enormous bole until they had 

chopped out a huge trough round the thick and tenacious roots.  Great hausers 

were hitched on to the tree, off which some of the brobdignagian [huge] 

branches had been lopped, and the weight of no fewer than eight horses was 

pitted against the trunk.  Even this enormous pull was not sufficient to topple 

over the monster and tackle had to be brought into action before it was sent 

tearing and crashing to the ground. 

That was on Monday night, and since then workmen have been busily engaged 

trimming the trunk preparatory to carting it away, a most formidable task on 

account of the great bulk.  When ready for transportation, a steam engine will 

drag it a hundred and fifty yards and across the Willow Brook, a tiny tributary 

of the River Nene.  It will then be rolled on to one of the largest and strongest 

wagons Messrs Miles have in their extensive timber yards.  

Although the tree was well-known in ’Cliffe as a beautiful and unusually fine 

specimen, few people knew its history.  This great oak tree was said to have 

grown from an acorn planted in 1744 by Mrs Elizabeth Hutcheson, a rich 

widow, immediately after she came to settle at Hall Farm.  There, she and Miss 

Hester Gibbon, who was also wealthy, lived under the spiritual guidance of the 

Revd William Law, devoting much of their fortune to the relief of the poor. 

At the Heritage Centre we have a photograph of a long, double team of horses 

dragging a timber waggon loaded with just such a massive tree.  Come and see it 

when we open next on Sunday 28th April from 2.00 till 5.00pm. 

Sue Trow-Smith for KC Heritage 
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St Nicholas Church, Bulwick 
St Nicholas Churchyard:  The clearance of the churchyard vegetation around the 

boundaries and pruning of the cherry trees has been re-scheduled to take place 

during the month of May.  The work will be carried out by Timber-tech and will 

take four to five days to complete.  The church council are able to fund this work 

thanks to the monies won from the Ecclesiastical Mural competition in 2017.  

Help is always needed to keep the churchyard (and church interior) in good order.  

If you are able to help with either the church or churchyard please get in touch –

many hands make light work. 

Annual St Nicholas Church Gift Morning:  The annual Gift Morning will be held in 

the church on Saturday 6th April from 10.30am till 12.30pm.  Every contribution, 

no matter how small, will be gratefully received and will help to sustain our 

beautiful Grade 1 listed Parish Church which is open every day during daylight 

hours.  Please help us to keep the church and churchyards open for all to enjoy for 

years to come. 

The Annual Horticultural Show Full Schedule:  Distribution of the full schedule to 

all eligible villages will be completed by the end of this month.  The annual 

Horticultural Show will take place in the church and Village Centre over the 

August Bank Holiday weekend (24th & 25th August).  This will be the 37th Show 

and it is hoped that it will continue for many years to come providing a good, 

competitive, inter-village event.  The jumble sales are held to raise the funds 

needed help pay for the costs of engraving of the cups and trophies, the printing 

of the schedule and the cost of hiring the Village Centre.  Proceeds raised during 

the Show weekend are donated to church funds. 

The Decorated Egg & Easter Bonnet Competition:  Don’t forget to place your 

Decorated Egg in the church after 3.00pm on Friday  19th April or up to 5.00pm 

on Saturday 20th April.  Adults and children from any parish within the Benefice 

can enter including relatives and friends of the parishioners – the more the 

merrier.  If you have not entered before: hen, duck, or goose eggs, or any shape 

(oval) is permissible in any materials.  This year we have added another challenge:  

the decorated Easter Bonnet, so get creative.  There are classes for Pre-school, 

Juniors and Adults and a prize for each section.  The winners will be announced 

after the Easter Sunday service. 

Dress A Girl Around the World Charity Project:  There will no workshop this 

month but we are back on Monday 20th May at 2.00pm in the Village Centre.  

Alma O’Neill, Churchwarden (450300) 
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Laxton Village Hall 
March has proved a productive and eventful month for the Village Hall.  The AGM 

was well attended with the committee re-elected en bloc.  The Marie Curie Coffee 

Morning was a triumph, raising over £470, an outstanding total.  This is especially 

pleasing as all the profits will be donated to this invaluable charity. 

For those who are technically minded, Laxton Village Hall has taken the exciting 

leap onto social media!  You can find us on Facebook @villagehalllaxton and 

Twitter @HallLaxton.  Updates of events and exciting news will be posted on 

these pages, so please do follow us.  If you would like event updates from us via 

email, please email info@laxtonvillagehall.org to give us your consent to add you 

to our mailing list.  Here’s what is on in Laxton Village Hall this April:  

Film Club—2nd April 7.30pm:  The film for April will be King of Thieves (cert 15)

Entry is £5 per person and there are Refreshments and a Bar on site.  King of 

Thieves is the incredible true story of the spectacular Hatton Garden diamond 

heist, the biggest and most daring in British history, humorously told through 

career best performances from a stellar cast which includes Sir Michael Caine, Jim 

Broadbent, Ray Winstone, Michael Gambon, Tom Courtenay and Charlie Cox. 

Book Club—9th April 7.30pm: The book for April will be Warlight by Michael 

Ondaatje.  “An elegiac, dreamlike novel set in post-WW2 London about memory, 

family secrets and lies, from the internationally acclaimed author of The English 

Patient”  New members are warmly welcomed to our lively discussion group.  To 

join, or for further information, please contact John McCrone on 450782. 

WW1 Centenary Celebration and Coffee Morning—13th April from 10.00am:  

This month’s Coffee Morning is an extra special combined event hosted by 

Vaughn Winter, a centenary event in line with last year’s touching national 

remembrances of the WWI centenary.  Laxton suffered its final casualty during 

the Rhineland occupation in April 1919, and so it seemed appropriate to hold our 

own centenary event on this date.  Admission is free but donations will be very 

welcome, proceeds to be split between the church, Village Hall and British Legion. 

Features at the Coffee Morning will include: an exhibition detailing both those 

who fought and fell and those who returned to Laxton; a weapons display 

featuring a large collection of original bladed weapons, pistols, rifles and machine 

guns; a display from the Royal Army Medical Corps exploring the treatments and 

medical equipment of the time; an infantry re-enactment with a platoon of 

“Tommies” demonstrating the day to day experience of a soldier during WWI 

from the morning brew up to rifle firing.  All of this plus the usual tea, coffee and 

delicious cakes at reasonable prices; this commemorative event is not to be 

missed!  For any further information please contact Vaughn on 07396 569301 

Continued on page 15 
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Nature Notes for  March and April 
Around 11 pm one night I looked out of the kitchen window to see a sleek, 

beautifully-coloured red fox strolling along the pavement.  As it reached the light 

it paused to check for traffic before crossing to continue its hunting. 

 

Days later an early spring burst upon us with 

clear blue skies, little or no wind and 

temperatures reaching the mid-teens.  This 

brought out a range of flowers such as crocuses, 

daffodils, primroses and lesser celandines to join 

the early snowdrops. 

In the hedgerows, May blossom was abundant 

whilst in the garden bright red cotoneaster 

berries remained untouched by the thrushes that 

normally feast on them during the winter 

months. 

 

As the hedgerows came to life they took on an orange/red tint so that in the soft 

evening light they gave a feel of autumn rather than the season were are actually 

in.  Early butterflies took advantage of the warm weather with occasional small 

tortoiseshell and many more brimstones on the wing.  Brimstones usually emerge 

from hibernation in March but can be earlier if conditions are right.  The males are 

sulphur yellow and the females a pale greenish white. 

On a visit to a wildlife reserve I was fortunate to watch for several hours as a pair 

of kingfishers worked a small pond.  The fishing technique was to hover several 

feet above the water before a swift dive to make a catch.  They then headed for a 

favourite perch to stun and swallow the fish head first. 

The female was already occupying a nest hole so she did not appear as frequently 

as her smaller partner.  Only the previous day the male had been seen passing fish 

to his partner on a branch as part of the bonding process which lasts several days.  

This phase had clearly now ended as instead he was regularly returning to the 

nest site with his catch.  During my stay five fish were caught.  Let’s hope they 

raise a healthy brood.                                                                                           Fledgling 
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Notes for Contributors 
The Gazette has a number of ‘House Styles’ designed to give a consistent look 

throughout the publication.  These notes are to help you ensure your 

contributions conform to these styles and so avoid the necessity of excessive 

editing.  Your co-operation in submitting copy that conforms to these styles will 

be much appreciated. 

Please begin with the name of your organisation on its own line in Upper and 

lower case.  Please do not include anything else on this line. 

Subheadings:  If your contribution includes subheadings, please use the format 

demonstrated by this paragraph.  Please do not set your sub-heading on a 

separate line as it is wasteful on space. 

Please keep the number of paragraphs in your contribution to the minimum 

consistent with clarity; unnecessary paragraphs are wasteful on space.  Please do 

not insert blank lines between your paragraphs (i.e. press Return only once) as 

they all have to be removed by hand. 

Please use initial Capitals for places and events e.g. Village Hall, Book Club etc. 

Please use italics if you wish to emphasise a word.  Please do not use ALL CAPITALS. 

For the sake of uniformity, please include an apostrophe in King’s Cliffe. 

As email addresses make very boring reading, especially if repeated several times, 

please include your email address just once at the end of your contribution. 

Please be certain to include your name at the end of your contribution on a 

separate line.  If you wish readers to be able to contact you, please include your 

telephone number and/or email address in brackets following your name. 

If your contribution is only two or three lines you can send it in the text of an 

email. Please send longer contributions as an attached Word file. (.doc or .docx) 

This is because email programmes tend to insert line breaks at the end of every 

line which all have to be removed by hand. 

Finally, please get someone to proof-read your contribution before sending it.  It 

is almost impossible to spot one’s own errors!                              David Teall (Editor) 

Laxton Village Hall continued from page 13 
Giro d’Italia, Italian Wine Tasting Evening—26th April 7.30pm:  For the aspiring 

sommeliers amongst us, an exciting wine tasting event!  Featuring an exploration 

of artisan Italian wine making alongside cheese and nibbles.  Brought to Laxton in 

association with Bat and Bottle Wine Merchants of Oakham, specialist importers 

of Italian wine direct from the producers.  Tickets £12.50.  Please call 07771 791431 

or email info@laxtonvillagehall.org to book your ticket by the 21st of April. 

The Mortlocks 
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LAXTON VILLAGE HALL 
FILM NIGHT 

Tuesday 2nd April at 7.30pm 

Admission on the door £5 

For enquiries call Noel Jessop 01780 450273 

Freshly brewed Coffee, Refreshments & Licensed Bar 

COMMUNICARE 
(Wansford & King’s Cliffe Surgery Patient Participation Group) 

 

A General Meeting open to all patients  
 

Tuesday 2nd April 2019 
 

Wansford Surgery at 1.00pm 
 

Agenda items will include finance and 

practice update. 
 

Suggestions and ideas for future potential  

guest speakers or discussion subjects will 

also be welcomed. 
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St Nicholas Church Bulwick 

Annual Gift Morning 
Saturday 6th April from 10.30am till 12.30pm. 

Decorated Egg & Easter Bonnet 
Competition 

Don’t forget to place your Decorated Egg in the church after 3.00pm 
on Friday 19th April or up to 5.00pm on Saturday 20th April. 

Adults and children from any parish within the Benefice can enter 
including relatives and friends of the parishioners. 

Further details of both events can be found on page 12 

Local Government Act 1972 

Parish of Blatherwycke 
Notice of Annual Parish Meeting 

to be held at 7.30pm 
on Friday 26th April 2019 

in Holy Trinity Church, Blatherwycke 
by kind permission of the Churches Conservation Trust. 

All residents of the parish are invited to attend but only those who 
are registered as local government electors for the parish 

may vote or stand for office. 

A full Agenda for the meeting has been posted on the 
parish noticeboard by the bridge and a copy is enclosed for all 

properties in Blatherwycke. 
Issued by David Teall (Chairman) 
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The sorrow did not end 
in 1918 

Help me remember Laxton Village’s end of WW1 
in 1919 with a centenary commemoration event 

on April 13th 2019 

Exhibition, weapons display, living history,  
refreshments– plus more to be announced! 

LAXTON WW1 
April 13th from 10.00am 

Laxton Village Hall  NN17 3AT 
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Free, independent and confidential 
Come and see us at All Saints and St James Church, King’s Cliffe 

on the last Friday of every month from 9.00 to 10.00am 
in respect of Welfare Benefits (Social Security Law) and Debts. 

Referrals can be made to our Housing and Immigration Teams. 

For further details or to arrange an appointment please contact our 
Rushden Office 01933 313020 

Registered Charity 1128718                                                           Member of Advice UK 

Communicare 

The general patients meeting will be held on Tuesday 2nd April at 1.00pm at 

Wansford surgery.  We are pleased to be welcoming Carolyn Noble from Oundle 

Volunteer Action who will be talking about their services with particular reference 

to the transport scheme they operate for the benefit of local people.  Other items 

on the Agenda will cover Practice Update News, Finance and hopefully some 

discussion about potential subjects and speakers which patients would like to be 

included for future meetings. 

The next Social Group Coffee Morning is on Friday 12th April (a week earlier than 

normal due to the Easter weekend) at the King’s Cliffe Active Sports Hall at 

10.00am.  The first day trip of the spring/summer season will take place on 

Wednesday 10th April to Ely.  The coach will pick up from local villages and 30 

bookings are needed to make the trip viable.  To reserve a place contact Clare on 

01780 470437 or email: superfoguk@aol.com. 

Other days out are scheduled for 12th June to Ashbourne and Bakewell and 14th 

August to Cromer and Sandringham.  Watch out for future prompts re booking.  

The Spring short-break coach holiday leaves on Monday 20th May for 4 nights in 

the Grand Atlantic Hotel at Weston-super-Mare.  There is still one twin room 

available  for £330 per person inclusive of all travel, dinner, bed and breakfast, 

and insurance.  For further details please contact Clare.                    Wendy Spencer 
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King’s Cliffe Club 

April Entertainment 

Saturday 6th – Ramshackle Serenade 
A Rock & Roll Band with a Twist. 

Saturday 13th – G String 
playing covers from across the Decades. 

Saturday 20th – Dirty Rumours 
playing a blend of Pop & Rock with a Funky Twist. 

Sunday 21st 3-5pm – Children’s Easter Party 
Join us for an afternoon of fun including a Best Easter 
Bonnet/Hat competition.  Members’ children £1.00  

Non-members’ children £2.00.  Please book in advance by 
speaking to a member of Bar Staff.  Plus a chance to play 

Children’s Bingo in aid of Charity trip to Cambodia. 

Friday 26th – The Touch 
A Rock Band from Kettering covering your favourite tunes. 

Saturday 27th – Karaoke Night 
is back with Daniel Parker. 

We still have Fizz Fridays and a very well 
stocked Gin Bar and great Live Sports! 

Music/Bands from 9.00pm 

Bingo every Sunday evening from 8.00pm 

New members welcome!   C.I.U Affiliated 
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KING’S CLIFFE 
BAKERY 

68 WEST STREET 
KING’S CLIFFE 

Tel: 01780 470205 

DOOR TO DOOR DELIVERIES 

SHOP HOURS 
7AM TO 12 NOON 

MONDAY TO SATURDAY 

WHOLESALE AVAILABLE 

PHONE FOR PRICE LIST 

Village Pizzas 
Open Tue – Sat for 

Collection  4.30pm – 10pm 

or Delivery  6pm till 10pm 

01780 
784587 

View our Menu at 
www.villagepizzas.co.uk 
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Yoink 
Engineering 

Hand-crafted wrought ironwork 

• Bespoke Iron Beds, Chairs and 
Tables 

• Made to Measure Gates & 
Railings 

• Leaded Lights Repair, Re-crafting 

• Window Bars, Ornamental/
Security 

• Security Gates, Industrial or 
Domestic 

• Sand Blasting 

Call Rich to discuss your project. 

Mobile: 07950 797890 
Office: 01780 322223 
richrhodeslewis@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Are your carpets and upholstery in need of a freshen up? 
Look no further! 

Fully trained and insured to clean carpets and upholstery 
for both domestic and commercial clients. 

Colin Smith is local to the area and can give you a 
competitive quote today. 

Don’t hesitate, give him a ring on  
01780 471015 or 07919857311  

Email:  mysmartcarpet@yahoo.co.uk 

K.C. PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
KING’S CLIFFE 

• Extensions, Renovations, 
Conversions etc. 

• Repointing, Patios, Paving. 

• Stonework, Brickwork, 
Garden Walls. 

• Groundworks & Footings. 

• Digger Hire & Driver. 

• Plastering. 

• Interior & Exterior Decorating. 

FOR FREE QUOTATIONS PLEASE CALL 

KEVIN CUNNINGTON 
07946 139754 or 01780 470881 

MATT CZEREMSZNSKY 
07984 956947 
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R E Newton Ltd (Nassington) 
SPECIALIST CARPENTRY JOINERY & BUILDING WORK 

The Complete Refurbishment Specialist 

 Internal alterations to Extensions 

 Listed & Period Building Specialist 

 Hand Made Kitchens to your design and colour 

 Built in Wardrobes to cupboards/bookcases 

 Purpose made joinery – windows and doors 

Est. Since 1989 

www.renewton.com      Email: Edward@renewton.wanadoo.co.uk 

Tel:   Daytime 07831 256087   Evening 01780 782704 

FOR ALL YOUR CARPENTRY AND BUILDING NEEDS 

Martin James 

The Village Sweep 

Your local chimney sweeping service. 

Stove repairs: rope seals, firebricks etc. 

Certificates issued.    Fully insured. 

07749 438567 

01780 470275 

mhj1@btinternet.com 
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Bespoke picture 
framing 

Oils, watercolour, textiles, etc. 
Large or small. 

Contact: 

FELICITY THISTLETHWAITE 
m: 07943 127979 

t: 01780 470275 

e: fthistlethwaite@ 
    rocketmail.com 

First Class Sewing 
Tel: 07762 771290  

• Beautiful bespoke curtains, 
pelmets, roman blinds, cushion 
covers, upholstery, lampshades 
and soft furnishings to enhance 
your home. 

• Free design consultancy for 
fabrics, curtain poles, lining 
types, fittings and interiors. 

• Sourcing and supply of fabrics 
and samples. 

• Clothing and curtain alterations. 

• Garment making. 

We offer a free collection and 
delivery service. 

www.firstclasssewing.co.uk  

Adult sewing classes 
 

Do you love sewing but not sure where to start? 
Would you like to learn?  

 
Whether you’ve never used a sewing machine before, or you have tried a 

few sewing projects and want to improve and further your sewing skills, 

ShooSo by Lucia  offers a selection of sewing workshops for you. 

Workshops are held in the light and airy community room at King’s Cliffe Active 

and all fabrics and equipment are included in the prices.  

Christmas workshops: 

• Christmas bunting. 

• Advent calendar. 

• Christmas stockings. 

For more info visit www.ShooSo.co.uk or email lucia.hyams@gmail.com 

https://sewitwithlove.com/sewing-classes-london/
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Eyebrook Wild 
Bird Feeds 

Quality garden birdseed at 
farm gate prices, mixed on 

our nature friendly farm near 
the Eyebrook Reservoir  

Open Friday and Saturday 9am–5pm 
Sunday 9am–12 noon 

You are welcome to collect at any other time, but 
please telephone first to ensure we are here to serve you 

Rectory Farm, Great Easton, LE16 8SN 

01536 770771 

www.eyebrookwildbirdfeeds.co.uk 

PETER RIDDINGTON LANDSCAPING  

We install Patios, Driveways, Ponds, Stone Walls, 

Decking and Fencing. 

We plant Trees and shrubs and offer a complete 

Garden Maintenance. 

We supply and lay turf or grass seed with lawn management. 

Garden design service provided. 

Contact Peter Riddington today for a free quotation 

Telephone:  01780 783004         Mobile  07860 962068 

Email:  peter@peterriddington.co.uk 
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ManageMe.com 

Executive Assistant Services and 
Business Administration Solutions 

ATTENTION BUSINESS OWNERS! 

Does administration distract you? 

ManageMe.com offers bespoke 
admin and Executive Assistant 

solutions allowing you to focus on 
doing what you do best. 

Contact us to discuss your 
requirements, no task is too big or 

too small 

07867 537504  
Facebook: @DelegationServices 

“Supporting Local Business 
to do Business” 

earn to drive 
with Karen 

King’s Cliffe and the 
surrounding area. 

Peterborough and the 
surrounding area. 

Karen Newton 
Approved Driving Instructor 
(ADI) 

karennewton144@gmail.com 

07850 487929 



Advertisements 

30 

Andy Kemp 
 Computer Support 

 Web Site Design 

 User Training 

Specialising in Home 

Users, Home Workers and 

Small Businesses. 

01832 720522 

07738 274383 

andy.kemp@mail.com 



Advertisements 

31 

JOHN & JANE PAIGE 
specialise in 

wildlife, plants, 
landscapes and portraits 

The Manor House 
King’s Cliffe 

Tel: 01780 470247 
Fax: 01780 470334 

E.M.DORMAN 
FUNERAL DIRECTOR Dip.F.D. 

A family concern 
giving a 24 hour 

personal service to all areas 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 

Golden Charter 
Pre-Paid Plans Available 

Tel: Uppingham 
01572 823976 

CROWSONS 
D.W. Gunn DipFD 

A FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS 
SERVING THE COMMUNITY 

FOR OVER ONE HUNDRED YEARS 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BARNWELL, OUNDLE, PETERBOROUGH, PE8 5PS 

01832 
272269 

01832 
272269 

• Caring personal attention 
• Chapels of rest 
• 24 hour service to all areas 
• Flowers and catering available 
• Memorials 
• Advice on Golden Charter pre-payment Schemes 
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Anxious?  Stressed? 

No Confidence? 

Unfulfilled?  Trapped? 

Lacking Inspiration? 

Feeling Lost?  In a Rut? 

Hypnosis and 

Therapy 

to 

Rediscover Your Fun 
and Vitality 

Call Me Now 

Bernice Hardwick 
Tel: 01780 678565 

bernice@seechanges.co.uk 

www.seechanges.co.uk 

King’s Cliffe Village Hall 

Tuesdays 
2.30 – 3.30 

Over 60s 
Keep Fit 

For better strength, stamina, 
balance & coordination. 

Call Mandy Glen 
01780 470221 / 07949 736505 

(Also for the less able of any age) 

Yoga For You 
For Core Strength 
and Calm 

Mon: 9.30 Yoga, Laxton Village Hall, NN17 3AT. 

7.30pm Yoga, King’s Cliffe Memorial Hall. 

Tue: 5.45 & 7pm Yoga, Wansford Christie Hall. 

Wed: YOGACALM, a gentle class. 

7pm King’s Cliffe Memorial Hall, PE8 6XD. 

Thur: 10am Yoga, Wansford Christie Hall, PE8 6JS. 

4.30 Gentle/Chair Yoga and 6.30 Yoga at 

Easton-on-the-Hill Village Hall, PE9 3NN. 

£5 Welcome session, passes and Drop In 

options.  Beginners, Yoga Therapy, 1-1 

and small groups. 

Penny Taylor – Full Dip & Advanced Tutor 

pennyyoga@yahoo.co.uk  07960267986 
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Melanie’s 
Qualified Hairdresser 

92 West Street, King’s Cliffe 
Tel: 01780 470371 

Shampoo & Sets 

Blow Drying 

Permanent Tinting 

Semi Colouring 

Perming 

High & Low Lights 

Wet Cuts 

Dry Cuts 

MANICURES & PEDICURES 

CND Shellac – 2 weeks + wear 

CND Vinylux – 1 week + wear 
 

EYEBROW WAXING AND TINTING 

Qualified and insured 

FACEBOOK: Beauty.Rebekah 

mobilebeautybyrebekah@outlook.com 

MOBILE: 07581 565977 
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Simba’s Den Day Nursery 
Main Street, Bulwick, NN17 3DY 

Outstanding homely childcare in an idyllic countryside location 

Open all year Monday to Friday 8am–6pm 

Fully funded 2 and 3 year old places available. 

Pre-school led by an early year’s professional. 

Close links to all schools. 

Weekly Ballet lessons from 2 years. 

Weekly forest school sessions at Fineshade wood. 

Lovely large outside area. 

Telephone: 01780 450937 

Email/Web: info@simbasden.co.uk   www.simbasden.co.uk 

 Early years education for children aged 2 – 4 

Growing a Love for Learning 
King’s Cliffe Endowed Pre-school offers the highest 

standards of care and play opportunities to children 

aged 2 to 4 years. 

Our ethos is to nurture and establish our children’s love 

for learning and exploration by providing the best 

possible experiences and opportunities. 

For more information please contact the School Office 

on 01780 470259 or email 

katy.evans@kingscliffeschool.co.uk 

We offer sessions that  

run from 9.00am until 3.00pm. 

 

Please visit our website at www.kingscliffeschool.co.uk for 

more information about our wonderful Pre-School. 

King’s Cliffe Endowed 
Pre-School, 

Kings Forest, King’s Cliffe, 
PE8 6XS. 



Diary 

 

The Gazette is published by All Saints and St James Church, King’s Cliffe 

as a service to the community.  It is written, edited and distributed by 

volunteers from all three parishes.  An electronic version is available here: 

www.kingscliffe.church/gazette 

Gazette Contacts 
You are requested to make contact by Email whenever possible. 

Editor (Articles, News and Events): David Teall,  gazette@kingscliffe.church 

Commercial Advertising: Andrea Fern,  andrea.fern@avus-consulting.co.uk 

Hand-written contributions can be left in the box at the back of King’s Cliffe church. 

The Closing Date for all copy is the 15th of the previous month. 

March 
  1 April KC Ladies Outing 12:00 Garden Centre, Elton 
  2 April Communicare Open Meeting 13:00 The Surgery, Wansford 
  2 April Old Blokes’ Club Talk 11:00 KC Active, KC 
  2 April Film Night King of Thieves 19:30 Village Hall, Laxton 
  3 April Evergreen Club Meeting 14:00 The Club, KC 
  4 April Women’s Fellowship Meeting 14:00 Parish Church, KC 
  6 April TKC BikeFix 10:00–12:00 Forest Approach, KC 
  6 April St Nicholas Gift Morning 10:30–12:30 Parish Church, Bulwick 
  6 April TKC Orchard Workparty 13:00–15:00 The Pytchell, KC 
  8 April Bulwick Village Centre Meeting 19:00 Village Centre, Bulwick 
  9 April Laxton Book Club 19:30–21:00 Village Hall, Laxton 
10 April KC Church Coffee Morning 10:30–12:00 22 Park Street, KC 
11 April KC Parish Council AGM 19:30 KC Active, KC 
12 April Communicare Coffee Morning 10:00 KC Active, KC 
13 April Laxton WW1 Centenary 10:00 Village Hall, Laxton 
14 April TKC Wildplaces Workparty 10:30–13:00 Village Field, KC 
17 April KC Heritage AGM 19:30 KC Active, KC 
21 April KC Village Hall Teas 14:00–16:30 Village Hall, KC 
22 April KC Heritage Centre Open 14:00–17:00 27 Bridge Street KC 
24 April KCGA Meeting 19:30 KC Active, KC 
26 April Blatherwycke Parish Meeting 19:30 Holy Trinity, B’wycke 
26 April Giro d’Italia Wine Tasting 19:30 Village Hall, Laxton 
27 April Messy Church 15:30–17:00 Underground, KC 
28 April KC Heritage Centre Open 14:00–17:00 27 Bridge Street KC 

May 
  7 May Film Night Stan & Ollie 19:30 Village Hall, Laxton 
20 May Dress a Girl Workshop 14:00 Village Centre, Bulwick 


