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From the Parish Priest 
From a Desert to a Garden 

The coming of Lent in March begins a season in which we are invited to 

reflect on and consider our priorities, hopes and aspirations and on 

changes and adjustments that we may decide to make to our pattern of 

living. 

In the Gospels we read about Jesus spending time in the desert.  He learns 

more about humility, about living lightly, about being compassionate and 

how acts of kindness can make so much difference to the lives of others. 

Throughout Lent there will be a series of gatherings to think about how 

people can try to live this way today and on the challenges that living this 

more human way can bring.  Alongside this we will draw upon Mark’s Gospel 

and consider the ways in which that Gospel explores what it means to say 

that by living this more human way, “the kingdom of God has come near”. 

The first session will be at the back of King’s Cliffe Church at 8.00pm on 

Thursday 14th March.  Tea and coffee served from 7.45pm.  All are 

welcome. 

There are also two special services in March: 

Ash Wednesday 6th March at 7.30pm: Holy Communion at Laxton. 

Sunday 31st March at 10.30am: Family Communion at King’s Cliffe Church 

for Mothering Sunday.  All are welcome.                                       Philip Davies 

Community Café 
at King’s Cliffe Parish Church 

8.45am to 11.00am every Friday 

Pop in to enjoy a coffee or tea, some delicious 

home-baked goods and a friendly chat. 

Everyone welcome 
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The Benefice of 

King’s Cliffe, Bulwick & Blatherwycke and Laxton 

Incumbent Revd Canon Philip Davies 470314 

Reader David Teall 450407 

Co-ordinator Katy Evans (contact via Benefice Office) 

Benefice Office office@kingscliffe.church 479249 

The office is open for general enquiries including baptisms and weddings 

on Tuesdays from 10.00am to 12.30pm. 

Churchwardens 

King’s Cliffe Felicity Thistlethwaite 470275 

 Andrea Fern 07970 151926 

Bulwick & Blatherwycke Alma O`Neill 450300 

Laxton Michael Harrison 450362 

 Rupert Boyle 450260 

For further information about all the services in our Benefice including 
Collyweston and Easton-on-the-Hill visit: www.kingscliffe.church 

Church Services in March 
All Saints and St James – King’s Cliffe 

Each Wednesday 10:00 Holy Communion 

  3 March  10:30 Benefice Communion* 

10 March  10:30 Family Communion* 

17 March  10:30 Third Sunday Service 

24 March  10:30 Family Communion* 

31 March Mothering Sunday 10:30 Family Communion* 

* Children’s Groups (CHAOS) take place during these services. 

St Nicholas – Bulwick 

17 March  11:00 Holy Communion 

All Saints – Laxton 

  6 March Ash Wednesday 19:30 Holy Communion 

24 March  17:00 Evening Prayer 
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Food Basket 
There is a Food Basket at the back of the church in King’s Cliffe.  Donations 
of any non-perishable food can be added to the basket.  If you are in need 

of any extra food please help yourself. 

The Church Office can now issue vouchers for the Stamford Foodbank.  
They are able to provide 3 days worth of emergency food for individuals 

and families in financial crisis. 

Readings and Prayers for the Sundays in March 
3 March NT 2 Corinthians 3.12—4.2 
Sunday next before Lent Gospel Luke 9.28–43a 
We pray for all the residents of Bulwick. 

10 March NT Romans 10.8b–13 
First Sunday of Lent Gospel Luke 4.1–13 
We pray for all those who live in Hazel Lane, Howard’s Meadow, King’s Forest, 

Law’s Lane and Mazewood Gate, King’s Cliffe. 

17 March NT Philippians 3.17—4.1 
Second Sunday of Lent Gospel Luke 13.31–35 
We pray for all the residents of Collyweston. 

24 March NT 1 Corinthians 10.1–13 
Third Sunday of Lent Gospel Luke 13.1–9 
We pray for all those who live in Millwood Way, Oak Lane, Orchard Lane, Park 

Close and Park Street, King’s Cliffe. 

31 March NT Colossians 3.12–17 
Mothering Sunday Gospel Luke 2.33–35 
We pray for all the residents of Easton-on-the-Hill. 

Bring and Buy Sale 

We had a very successful Bring and Buy Sale in February making a total of 

£317 which will go into the church funds.  Thank you to everybody who 

contributed to this event, baking cakes, serving, bringing in goods, selling 

goods and clearing up.  Special thanks to Jacqui who spent the whole time 

in the kitchen washing-up.                                                             Mandy Barber 
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Church Coffee Morning 
It was a bright and sunny day for our February Coffee Morning; just right for a 

stroll through the village to the home of Tessa Leuchars who made us all feel very 

welcome.  With flowing coffee and tea and chatter it was a lovely morning. 

Thank you to the ladies who made such inviting things to eat and to everyone for 

the items which they most generously gave for raffle prizes or for sale which 

helped us to make £166 for Church funds. 

Our March Coffee Morning will be on Wednesday 13th March from 10.30am to 

12.00 noon at 1, Howards Meadow.  It would be lovely to see old and new friends 

there so do please try and come along.                                                    Sheila Jackson 

King’s Cliffe Ecumenical Women’s Fellowship Group 
In February we were delighted to welcome Revd Philip Davies to our meeting.  He 

showed us a number of paintings by different artists depicting the presentation of 

Jesus to Simeon and gave us an interesting insight into interpreting them.  Thank 

you, Philip. 

Instead of meeting on the first Thursday of March, we are going to attend the 

World Day of Prayer Service on Friday, 1st March at 12.00 noon in King’s Cliffe 

Church.  This service has been prepared by a working party in Slovenia and will be 

used in services throughout the world on that day.  A light lunch will be provided 

after the service.  Everyone is welcome.                                                     Christine Ball 

Village Hall Teas 
On Sunday 17th March we will be back upstairs in the main hall to serve Teas 

from 2.00pm until last orders at 4.30pm.  Delicious homemade cakes and scones 

and hot buttery toasted tea-bread will be on offer, alongside freshly-brewed tea 

and coffee or fruit squashes.  Homemade preserves and a full array of books in 

our Book Corner will also be on sale.  Our small Village Hall Teas Team could use 

some extra help, particularly through the summer months when we serve teas 

every Sunday afternoon.   To find out more about helping, come to tea and have a 

chat with one of us!                             Sue Trow-Smith for the Village Hall Teas Team 

Thank you from the King’s Cliffe Strollers 
The amazing support for the soup, bread and cake event we held in the Church 
raised a staggering £1,378.  Thank you to everyone who came along, bought raffle 
tickets, donated prizes and helped.  We are very grateful to King’s Cliffe Bakery for 
donating the rolls and to Philip for allowing us to use the Church.  All the money 
raised goes towards our fundraising for the Moonwalk, the 26.2 mile walk we are 
doing in May to raise money for breast cancer causes.                        Anna Armitage 
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King’s Cliffe Heritage Centre 
Our Heritage Centre at 27 Bridge Street opens next on Sunday 24th March 

between 2.00pm and 5.00pm.  Call in and look around our displays of village 

artefacts or search our extensive digital and paper archives to find out about what 

life was like in Cliffe in the past.  Our stewards will be pleased to help you make 

the most of your visit. 

From February to October our regular opening times are on the 4th Sunday of 

each month and every Bank Holiday Monday and entry is free.  Our hanging sign 

on Bridge Street tells you that we are open.  Disabled access is via a ramp at the 

rear.  Parking for visitors is on Bridge Street.  Please be aware we do not have 

toilet facilities on site.  To arrange a visit outside our normal opening times, call us 

on 0843 8869395.                                           Sue Trow-Smith for King’s Cliffe Heritage 

King’s Cliffe Memorial Hall 
We are pleased to say that work has been completed on the improvements to our 

Eagle Lane entrance area and the toilet facilities which now include an additional 

accessible toilet.  The Memorial Hall Trustees extend their thanks once again to 

Augean PLC and the King’s Cliffe and Thornhaugh Environmental Associations for 

their grant of £50,000 through the Augean Community Fund which helped us 

meet the costs.  Thanks also go to our hirers and users of the hall for their 

forbearance and understanding during the twelve weeks the building work was in 

progress.  Finally, we would like to thank Nick Evans and his building team for 

their co-operation in planning and carrying out the improvements which allowed 

us to fulfil our booking commitments. 

If you have been to a performance of ‘Peter Pan’ in the past few days, you may 

already have seen our new-look entrance area.  Our AGM at 7.30pm for 8.00pm 

on Wednesday 6th March will be another opportunity for you to come and see 

the difference and we do hope you can join us then.  A reminder that we currently 

have two vacancies on our committee of volunteer trustees.  To find out more 

about volunteering, please come and talk to us at the AGM. 

Finally, we would like to thank Ajay and Nita Karavadra at the ‘Kingscliffe Local’ 

shop in West Street, who kindly nominated the Memorial Hall to receive a 

donation from their ‘Making a Difference Locally’ Scheme: this generous gesture 

is much appreciated.                                                      Simon Wilson, Chair of Trustees 

To enquire about booking the King’s Cliffe Memorial Hall please email 
vhallbookings@gmail.com or phone 01780 470125. 
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New Look Laid Back Ladies 
Following the success of the first lunchtime meeting of the new Laid Back Ladies 

on Monday 4th February, it was agreed to continue with the lunchtime meetings 

at the Ex-Servicemen’s Club on the first Monday of each month.  We were 

delighted to welcome four new members to the meeting when we enjoyed our 

own packed lunch.  Several ideas were discussed to identify the future structure 

of the club and suggestions included inviting speakers, going out for lunch and 

visiting local attractions.  It is hoped a varied itinerary will be organised for 2019. 

The next meeting will be on Monday 4 March from 12.00 to 2.30 pm when the 

important decision of choosing a new name for the club will be taken!  We will 

also be entertained by Brenda Wright who will enlighten us about the trials and 

tribulations of being a Head Teacher! 

As always, new members are very welcome so why not bring your lunch with you 

and come and enjoy some friendly chat.  For more information, please contact 

Diana on 01780 470427.                                                                                 Pat Hawkins 

King’s Cliffe Gardeners’ Association 
Our March meeting will be held on Wednesday 27th at KC Active when we’ll be 

pleased to welcome our speaker Adam Pasco, Journalist and Horticultural 

Consultant.  Adam is former editor of BBC Gardeners’ World, Garden News and 

Garden Answers magazines, and also Waitrose Garden Magazine.  His talk is 

entitled Easy Ways to Better Gardening during which he will inspire us with ideas 

that achieve quick results with minimal effort and advise us on foolproof plants 

that flourish rather than flounder.  He will share his favourites to create a garden 

full of flower, fragrance, fruits and flavour. 

Top gardening jobs for this month:  Protect new spring shoots from slugs.  Plant 

shallots, onion sets and early potatoes.  Plant summer-flowering bulbs.  Lift and 

divide overgrown clumps of perennials.  Top dress containers with fresh compost.  

Mow the lawn on dry days (if needed).  Hoe and mulch weeds to keep them under 

control early.  Prune bush and climbing roses.  Cut the old leaves off hellebores to 

remove any foliar diseases and make spring flowers more visible.  Continue to 

deadhead winter pansies to stop them setting seed and encourage flushes of new 

flowers throughout the spring.  Dig compost, well-rotted manure or green waste 

into your vegetable beds to prepare for the growing season ahead.  Dig in a 5cm 

(or more) layer when the soil becomes workable.  Cover prepared soil with sheets 

of black plastic to keep it drier and warmer in preparation for planting. 

Lindsay Kubicki 
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Transition King’s Cliffe  for environment and community 

King’s Cliffe Railway Path:  Take one old inaccessible railway line, add 4 years, 45 
villagers, and 700 hours of voluntary effort, and what do you get? 2km of open 
footpath running from Wood Lane to Second Drift and a walking route from 
Fineshade to Jack’s Green, Old Sulehay and Apethorpe. 

On 28th April 2015 the first Wildplaces Workparty set about clearing a path 
through the cutting by KCA.  Since then, we have removed trees and scrub, dug, 
cleared and laid paths, fixed drains, put in boardwalks, installed steps, handrails, 
and kissing gates and constructed benches.  In February 2019 we put the finishing 
touches to the access to the public footpath at Second Drift with a new sign. 

You can look out for more appearing soon and benches and 
finger signs will follow.  (The logo is loosely based on an LMS 
tank engine, which would have run through Cliffe.)  All this has 

been done by a brilliant group of villagers giving up their time and skills and with 
materials begged, borrowed or purchased with limited Transition funds. 

Far too many people have been involved over the years to list them all, but Barry 
Hurcombe does get a special mention for being there on the first day in 2015 and 
still working on the last weekend in a final litter pick!  We also need to thank F&A 
George, the Brassey family at Apethorpe and the Parish Council for allowing us to 
work on their land.  Other honourable mentions go to the Wildlife Trust and East 
Northants Council for various and ongoing support. 

This has been a real village community effort, so now we have this wonderful 
resource on the doorstep, let’s all look after it.  Please, please clear up after your 
dogs, and don’t drop any rubbish.  If you do see any litter on the ground please 
pick it up and take it home with you.  Also, if you come across any blockages, 
trees down etc, do let us know via the contacts below so we can keep it clear.  
Finally, these projects don’t happen on their own.  We are always looking for 
more helpers so come along and get involved. Its fun and we have lots more to do! 

Wildplaces:  February’s Workparty was a washout but in March we will be at 
Maltings Green on Sunday 10th from 10.30am where we will be spring cleaning 
the woodland, stream and ponds.  Please bring gloves and rakes if you have them! 

Bikefix is starting again after the winter break. We will be at the usual place on 
Forest Approach on Saturday 6th April from 10.00 to 12.00.  Bring your bikes for 
some freebie TLC and a chat.  For big jobs that can’t be completed during the 
Saturday, please email ant.mad@live.co.uk. 

Transition Allotments: We have one spare mini plot available – contact us if you’d 
like to have a look.  Not long until growing season! 

Contact:  If you want more information about any of our activities or want to get 
involved, please get in touch: info@transitionkingscliffe.org.uk 

www.transitionkingscliffe.org.uk   Transition Kings Cliffe                 Charles Tomalin 
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The Way We Were 
Canon John Bryan (Rector here from 1955 to 1985) talked with and wrote down 

the memories of many of the older village residents who themselves could 

remember back to the 1880s and, through family memory, even further back. 

One of these elders was Edwin ‘Ted’ Harker, born in 1886, whose memories were 

recorded by John Bryan in 1972.  Ted and his sister, Rebecca, were members of 

the ancient Harker family of Cliffe.  Their great uncle, Michael Harker, fought as a 

shipborne Marine in Admiral Nelson’s Battle of Trafalgar in 1805.  Ted’s father, 

Henry Harker, was a carpenter who worked for Stokes & Son (later Portesses) 

cart, wagon and timber-drugg builders of Park Street.  Ted himself spent many 

years working as an ostler and groom at the Cross Keys Inn.  When ‘Buck’ 

Richardson kept the Cross Keys (1890s – early 1920s) there were 12 horses and 

ponies stabled there.  He had a hearse and a ‘four-in-hand’ and did most of the 

carriage-hire work of the village. 

Ted’s father could remember the building of the railway through Cliffe in the 

1870s.  Ted recalled: “Gangs of Irish labourers were employed in cutting the line.  

They had one camp in ‘Cadges’ – a field against Cliffe forest north of the old 

railway line – and this was the scene of much riotousness.  My father said it 

weren’t safe to go along Blatherwycke Road at that time.  They used to come 

down to Cliffe of a Friday night or Saturday to be paid by the manager, who lived 

at what is now 42 West Street. 

“Old Tom Law (Thomas James Law of Hall Farm) was the great man in Cliffe in 

those times.  He kept his farm and properties all in very good order and he used 

to see to it that all the footpaths and bridle-roads were kept open, clear and in a 

good state.  He was very stout and used to drive around and over his fields in a 

‘tub’.   (Others remembered T J Law slipping a sixpence to any young lad who 

opened a field gate for him to pass through in his tub.) 

“Cliffe always had a good Feast Week, with two days of cricket matches.  (Feast 

Week was usually around the end of July/beginning of August.)   A fair used to 

pitch in the field off Backway (Wood Road), with roundabouts, boxing booths and 

the like.  I can just recall something of the old St. Luke’s Fair at the Cross: there 

would be a pot stall and a sweet stall, nothing much however.” 

In this final recollection, Ted Harker was remembering all that remained of the 

annual three-day fair in October for which a charter had been granted by Henry III 

in 1249.  In connection with this fair, and a weekly market granted by the same 

royal charter, a stone market cross stood at the centre of the village until the 

early 1800s, giving its name to that area.                  Sue Trow-Smith for KC Heritage 
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St Nicholas Church, Bulwick 
Jumble Sale for Horticultural Show Funds:  The first Jumble Sale of the year will 

be held on Saturday 16th March from 10.00am to 12noon at Bulwick Village 

Centre.  Items for the sale can be brought to the Village Centre on Friday 15th 

March between 6.00pm and 7.30pm.  Clean clothing in good condition, 

household’s items (no electrical items), toys and books and other saleable items 

will be gratefully received.  Admission to the Sale: adults 50p and accompanied 

children no charge.  If you would like to help out at the sale please let me know. 

St Nicholas Churchyard:  If all goes according to plan the churchyard will have a 

clearance of boundary vegetation which hopefully will reveal one or two of the 

‘hidden’ headstones, plus crown lifting to mature trees within the churchyard 

front and back areas.  This should give a really good tidy-up which is long overdue.  

The work will be carried out by Timber-tech and should take place in the last 

week of  March.  The Parochial Church Council are able to have this work done 

thanks to the prize money from the Ecclesiastical Mural competition.  It is 

anticipated that the work will take four to five days.  A tidy-up around the 

headstones is being organised for late April.  More details will follow in the April 

Gazette and help will be appreciated from parishioners. 

Annual St Nicholas Church Gift Morning:  Bulwick and Blatherwycke parishioners 

will receive a letter from the Bulwick and Blatherwycke Parochial Church Council 

with full details of the annual Gift Morning to be held in the church from 10.30am 

to 12:30pm on Saturday 6th April.  Welcome refreshments will await all who 

attend plus the opportunity to discuss church/church buildings/churchyard issues.  

Every contribution, no matter how small, will be gratefully received and will help 

to sustain our beautiful Grade 1 listed Parish Church which is open every day 

during daylight hours.  Please help us to keep the church and churchyards open 

for all to enjoy for years to come.  

Looking forward to Easter:  Good Friday 19th April and Easter Sunday 21st April. 

The Decorated Egg Competition has been held over the years and has proved to 

be popular and a lovely way to decorate the church for Easter as well as giving a 

bit of  competitive fun.  This year we shall add another challenge – the decorated 

Easter Bonnet.  Look out for full details next month. 

The Annual Horticultural Show:  The full schedule will be circulated in all eligible 

villages during April.  If you have not received your schedule by the end of April 

please get in touch with me.  The Show will be staged over the August Bank 

holiday weekend, 24th & 25th August in the church with refreshments and stalls 

in the Village Centre.  The Entries Day is on Monday 19th August so those who 

intend to enter please make a note of that date to get your entry registered. 

Alma O’Neill, Churchwarden (450300) 
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Fire at The Pickled Village Shop, Bulwick 
Tragically, on Tuesday 12th February, the Pickled Village Shop was destroyed by a 

serious fire.  Thankfully both Camille and Andrew Maclean are safe,  but they have 

lost everything in terms of their home and their livelihood.  The damage is 

immense and it will take many months for the building to be repaired. 

Camille and Andrew are known to many for their great products, the amazing tea 

terrace and the very warm welcome people receive when visiting the shop.  They 

are very much at the heart of our village community and we have set up a 

‘gofundme’ fundraising page to help them back on their feet, and hopefully, see 

them return to the village as soon as possible.  The money raised will go directly 

to them.  You can donate by visiting www.gofundme.com and search for Bulwick 

Village Shop.  Thank you for you support.                                                Beverley Jones 

Laxton Village Hall 
March and the beginning of Spring, and Laxton Village Hall Committee are excited 

about our up and coming programme for 2019. We have a lot of events in mind: a 

Cheese and Wine tasting evening in April, a Scarecrow Day with Treasure hunt 

around the village, a Jazz/Music Evening with Barbeque – all in their early stages 

of discussion and no firm dates but do keep them in mind.  Your support is 

essential by either coming along to the events or, if you feel you can offer to help 

on the day, we would be delighted; we cannot do it without you!  The Committee 

would also welcome suggestions for any events that you might like to see put on 

in the Village.  Please let us know either by speaking to one of the Committee or 

phoning me on 01780 450235. 

If you are not receiving any information about what is going on in the Village Hall 

it is because you have not given us the authority to email you.  By law we are not 

allowed to keep names and addresses on our books unless given permission so, 

even if you are a resident of Laxton, we do need your permission.  If you live 

outside the village boundaries and want to hear about Laxton news, please 

register.  To receive email notifications from us please email us your authority to 

do so to:  info@laxtonvillagehall.org and chairman@laxtonvillagehall.org. 

Here’s what’s happening at Laxton Village Hall this month: 

Film Night – Tuesday 5th March 7.30pm.  Swimming with Men cert 12A:  This is a 

British comedy about an accountant who seeks to win back his wife and stumbles 

upon a solution in the form of a male synchronised swimming team: Men Who 

Swim.  Joining his local team he finds brotherhood as they train for the world 

championships in Milan.  Starring Rob Brydon, Jane Horrocks, Rupert Graves, Jim 

Carter, Daniel Mays, Adeel Akhtar and Charlotte Riley.  Everyone is welcome.  
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There are always Refreshments and a Licensed Bar too- all at very reasonable 

prices.  Admission is £5.00 on the door.  Next month’s film is King of Thieves on 

Tuesday 2ndApril. 

Marie Curie Coffee Morning – Saturday 9th March 10.30am to 12.00pm 

Laxton is hosting this great fundraising event in support of: 

The Marie Curie Great Daffodil Appeal.  It’s like our 

usual monthly Coffee Mornings but with a big 

difference – there is no price list!  You can donate 

however much you like and all money raised goes to 

Marie Curie.  There will be a Raffle and a stall for New 

items or quality Bric-a-Brac.  Please bring raffle prizes 

and saleable items along on the day.  We’d be very 

grateful for volunteers to bake (or buy) cakes, bakes 

and treats for us to sell whole or in slices with a cuppa.  You can Bake it or Fake it 

– we don’t mind!  We value your support and please get involved.  I am sure we 

all know someone who has needed help and care with a terminal condition. 

Did you know that Marie Curie has 2,160 nurses that make it possible for people 

living with any terminal illness to be cared for at home at a time when it’s most 

needed?  It has nine hospices around the UK and trained volunteers and advisers 

who provide practical help, information and support for patients and families. 

We hope you can join us, but if you can’t and would like to donate, please contact 

Tim on 450005, Fiona on 450235 or put your donation in an envelope clearly 

marked as Marie Curie Donation through the door at Orchard Cottage, Laxton. 

Book Club – Tuesday 12th March 7.30pm:  The book for discussion this month is 

Erebus – the story of a Ship by Michael Palin.  New members are always welcome; 

it’s always a social evening with plenty of lively debate and discussion.  To join, or 

for more information, please contact John McCrone on 450782. 

Village Hall Spring Clean – Saturday 30th March 9.30am to 1.00pm:  After the 

winter months our Village Hall needs a spruce up so please join us, roll up your 

sleeves and help us keep our hall clean, tidy and presentable for us all to enjoy. 

Remember, many hands make light work!  Free tea, coffee and refreshments 

provided.  We look forward to your valued support. 

We are specifically looking for someone to write the Gazette Article every month 

for us. Please get in touch if you can help.                             Fiona Harding  (450235) 
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Nature Notes for  February and March 
As the deadline for this article approached, panic was beginning to set in.  Nothing 

really unusual or interesting had occurred to stimulate a topic to write about.  

Then a brief visit to Blatherwycke solved the problem.  Beside the lake, out in 

open view, stood a heron.  This one was stockier than the commonly seen grey 

heron that emptied my fish pond some years ago.  This heron was brown, inclined 

forward and creeping stealthily across the grass – a bittern.  Now that is very 

unusual! 

Bitterns are always associated with dense reed beds where they can skulk out of 

sight, rarely emerging into the open to allow a clear view.  You are more likely to 

witness a brief flight low above the reeds as they change location.  This is the first 

time I have encountered one so close to home, although a few years ago, a single 

bird remained at Eyebrook reservoir for a number of weeks during the winter.  

Once again, that bird was regularly seen out in the open.  It also spent some time 

hunting for frogs and insects in a small coppice of silver birch trees.  Every now 

and then it would stand erect, bill pointing skywards ( a pose known as bitterning) 

amongst the silver trunks of the trees, trying to blend in with its surroundings.  

I must say it worked well, making the bird difficult to find in between the trees. 

A little further along the road, close to the bridge, a white member of the heron 

family was feeding at the edge of the water.  The Little Egret is a slim, elegant bird 

with long black legs and large, bright yellow feet.  Once considered to be residents 

of mainland Europe and just summer visitors to our shores, their range is 

spreading northwards and many now overwinter here.  Another consequence of 

our changing climate. 

It’s to be hoped that the coming of spring will present new wildlife sightings to 

share with you.                                                                                                       Fledgling 



Looking Ahead 

14 

 

King’s Cliffe Church 
presents 

 

We look forward to welcoming you to Underground at 

3.30pm on the following dates in 2019: 

April 27th – The Great Village Sheep Search. 

June 15th – Spirit of Fire and Flames. 

August – Here We Grow Again – Pop-up Messy 

Church in conjunction with KC Produce Show. 

October 12th – Thank You for My Food. 

November 23rd – T’was the Month Before Christmas. 

On each occasion there will be games, crafts, 

stories, challenges and tea, ending at 5.00pm. 

Look out for more details in our Facebook posts, 

the Gazette or email us at office@kingscliffe.church 

Family ● Fun ● Faith 
Food ● Friends 
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COMMUNICARE 
(Wansford & King’s Cliffe Surgery Patient Participation Group) 

 

A General Meeting open to all patients  
 

Tuesday 2nd April 2019 
 

Wansford Surgery at 1.00pm 
 

Agenda items will include finance and 

practice update. 
 

Suggestions and ideas for future potential  

guest speakers or discussion subjects will 

also be welcomed. 

The sorrow did not end in 1918 
Help me remember the end of WW1 for Laxton in 
1919 with a centenary commemoration event on 

April 13th 2019 
Exhibition, weapons display, living history,  

Refreshments – plus more to be announced! 
 

LAXTON WW1 
 

April 13 2019 from 10.00am 
Laxton Village Hall NN17 3AT 
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LAXTON VILLAGE HALL 
FILM NIGHT 

Tuesday 5th March at 7.30pm 

Admission on the door £5 

For enquiries call Noel Jessop 01780 450273 

Freshly brewed Coffee, Refreshments & Licensed Bar 

Skittles, Sausage & Mash 
at the Cross Keys Pub 

on Saturday 30th March at 7.30pm 
in aid of 

All Saints and St James Church, King’s Cliffe 

£10 
To reserve tickets please contact: 

katieanstey@live.co.uk 
or 07944 804447 



This Month 

17 



This Month 

18 

 

The King’s Cliffe Players 
 

present 

 

Peter Pan 
 

This is The Peter Pan production to see this season. 
 

Cabaret seating and waiter service bar 
 

Performance dates: Feb 28th to March 2nd 2019 
 

Tickets are £8 for adults, £5 for children and the matinee 
 

on sale now at www.KingsCliffePlayers.co.uk 

and The King’s Cliffe Shopper 

http://www.KingsCliffePlayers.co.uk
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All Saints & Saint James Church, King’s Cliffe 

Sunday 17th March at 10:30am 

Informal   ●   All-age   ●   Modern Worship Songs 

Come and join us for our 

Third  Sunday  Service 
when we will be asking who can best explain what 

it means to be human…  

Darwin  or  God? 
The service will last around 45 minutes with 

refreshments served afterwards. 

JUMBLE SALE 
Saturday 16th March 

Bulwick Village Centre  10:00am – 12:00 noon 

Entrance Adults 50p, accompanied children no charge 

Funds to support the Horticultural Show 

Bring items Friday 15th 6.00pm – 7.30pm or ring 450300 

Clean clothing in good condition, household’s items (no electrical items), 

toys and books and other saleable items will be gratefully received. 
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Free, independent and confidential 
Come and see us at All Saints and St James Church, King’s Cliffe 

on the last Friday of every month from 9.00 to 10.00am 
in respect of Welfare Benefits (Social Security Law) and Debts. 

Referrals can be made to our Housing and Immigration Teams. 

For further details or to arrange an appointment please contact our 
Rushden Office 01933 313020 

Registered Charity 1128718                                                           Member of Advice UK 

Help Young People Leaving Care 
through the Nene Valley Care Trust 

Are you starting the new year with an ambition to run a marathon, climb a 

mountain or to do another challenge? 

If you are planning to raise some money through sponsorship, please, please think 

about making a contribution to The Nene Valley Care Trust. 

The Nene Valley Care Trust has two projects in Peterborough and Northamptonshire.  

The Trust is funded by sponsors and fundraising.  Every penny of the money raised 

for the Trust goes into the services for young people.  The projects provide 

support for young people who have left the Care System and still need a high level 

of support.  This is what our client Rachel said about the Trust 

“My experience started a few years ago when I was allocated a worker called Ami.  

I had no idea how to sign up for apprenticeships, work or write a CV.  I did not 

even have my certificates.  Ami helped me to track them down.  She pointed me 

in the right direction, she helped me to like realize what I wanted to do, like I had 

art qualifications.  She maybe thought that I could go to college and do art and do 

things like that.  She was amazing she always contacted me, saw me and did as 

much as she could.  She put everything out there for me.  I love her to bits.  

Without you lot I would  probably not even have been able to write a CV, organise 

my life or get a job which I can do now.” 

If you would like more details please contact  r.taylor.07@btinternet.com 

Anne Chamberlain 
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King’s Cliffe Club 

March Entertainment 

Saturday 9th – Six Nations Rugby Round Four 
Scotland vs Wales  Kick Off: 2.15 

England vs Italy  Kick Off: 4.45 
 

Sunday 10th 
Ireland vs France Kick Off: 3pm 

 

Saturday 16th – Six Nations Rugby Round Five 
Italy vs France Kick off 12.30  Wales vs Ireland Kick off 2.45 

England vs Scotland Kick off 5pm 
 

Saturday 16th – Velocity 
A great local group from Peterborough!! 

 

Saturday 16th & Sunday 17th 
Celebrate  St. Patrick’s Day. Guinness £2.50 pint! 

 

Use your 2019 membership card to claim your 
Free drinks  Fri  15th, Sat 16th, Sun 17th 

(T & C’s apply -Renew or Join before 15/3) 
 

We still have Fizz Fridays and a very well 
stocked Gin Bar!! 

Music/Bands from 9.00pm 

Bingo every Sunday evening from 8.00pm 

New members welcome!   C.I.U Affiliated 
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King’s Cliffe & Area Old Blokes’ Club 
A Club primarily for older men who believe they are an Old Bloke 

Regular programme includes:– 

• Lunch meeting with speaker first Monday cost £5 (Mike Herring) 

• Visit place of interest middle Monday cost £10 to £15 (Mike Herring) 

• Get Fitter group each Wednesday morning 10.00am cost £3 (Ian Cooke) 

• Walking Football each Monday afternoon 3.00pm cost £3 ( Ian Cooke) 

The Get Fitter group caters for all levels of existing fitness. 
All meetings at King’s Cliffe Active Sports Field. 

No membership fees. 
No obligation to attend regularly. 

To get regular details of club activities send your e mail address to Mike Herring. 

Mike Herring – mikedot1@btinternet.com 
Ian Cooke – iecooke_84@yahoo.com 
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KING’S CLIFFE 
BAKERY 

68 WEST STREET 
KING’S CLIFFE 

Tel: 01780 470205 

DOOR TO DOOR DELIVERIES 

SHOP HOURS 
7AM TO 12 NOON 

MONDAY TO SATURDAY 

WHOLESALE AVAILABLE 

PHONE FOR PRICE LIST 

Village Pizzas 
Open Tue – Sat for 

Collection  4.30pm – 10pm 

or Delivery  6pm till 10pm 

01780 
784587 

View our Menu at 
www.villagepizzas.co.uk 
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Yoink 
Engineering 

Hand-crafted wrought ironwork 

• Bespoke Iron Beds, Chairs and 
Tables 

• Made to Measure Gates & 
Railings 

• Leaded Lights Repair, Re-crafting 

• Window Bars, Ornamental/
Security 

• Security Gates, Industrial or 
Domestic 

• Sand Blasting 

Call Rich to discuss your project. 

Mobile: 07950 797890 
Office: 01780 322223 
richrhodeslewis@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Are your carpets and upholstery in need of a freshen up? 
Look no further! 

Fully trained and insured to clean carpets and upholstery 
for both domestic and commercial clients. 

Colin Smith is local to the area and can give you a 
competitive quote today. 

Don’t hesitate, give him a ring on  
01780 471015 or 07919857311  

Email:  mysmartcarpet@yahoo.co.uk 

K.C. PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
KING’S CLIFFE 

• Extensions, Renovations, 
Conversions etc. 

• Repointing, Patios, Paving. 

• Stonework, Brickwork, 
Garden Walls. 

• Groundworks & Footings. 

• Digger Hire & Driver. 

• Plastering. 

• Interior & Exterior Decorating. 

FOR FREE QUOTATIONS PLEASE CALL 

KEVIN CUNNINGTON 
07946 139754 or 01780 470881 

MATT CZEREMSZNSKY 
07984 956947 
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R E Newton Ltd (Nassington) 
SPECIALIST CARPENTRY JOINERY & BUILDING WORK 

The Complete Refurbishment Specialist 

 Internal alterations to Extensions 

 Listed & Period Building Specialist 

 Hand Made Kitchens to your design and colour 

 Built in Wardrobes to cupboards/bookcases 

 Purpose made joinery – windows and doors 

Est. Since 1989 

www.renewton.com      Email: Edward@renewton.wanadoo.co.uk 

Tel:   Daytime 07831 256087   Evening 01780 782704 

FOR ALL YOUR CARPENTRY AND BUILDING NEEDS 

Martin James 

The Village Sweep 

Your local chimney sweeping service. 

Stove repairs: rope seals, firebricks etc. 

Certificates issued.    Fully insured. 

07749 438567 

01780 470275 

mhj1@btinternet.com 
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Bespoke picture 
framing 

Oils, watercolour, textiles, etc. 
Large or small. 

Contact: 

FELICITY THISTLETHWAITE 
m: 07943 127979 

t: 01780 470275 

e: fthistlethwaite@ 
    rocketmail.com 

First Class Sewing 
Tel: 07762 771290  

• Beautiful bespoke curtains, 
pelmets, roman blinds, cushion 
covers, upholstery, lampshades 
and soft furnishings to enhance 
your home. 

• Free design consultancy for 
fabrics, curtain poles, lining 
types, fittings and interiors. 

• Sourcing and supply of fabrics 
and samples. 

• Clothing and curtain alterations. 

• Garment making. 

We offer a free collection and 
delivery service. 

www.firstclasssewing.co.uk  

Adult sewing classes 
 

Do you love sewing but not sure where to start? 
Would you like to learn?  

 
Whether you’ve never used a sewing machine before, or you have tried a 

few sewing projects and want to improve and further your sewing skills, 

ShooSo by Lucia  offers a selection of sewing workshops for you. 

Workshops are held in the light and airy community room at King’s Cliffe Active 

and all fabrics and equipment are included in the prices.  

Christmas workshops: 

• Christmas bunting. 

• Advent calendar. 

• Christmas stockings. 

For more info visit www.ShooSo.co.uk or email lucia.hyams@gmail.com 

https://sewitwithlove.com/sewing-classes-london/
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Eyebrook Wild 
Bird Feeds 

Quality garden birdseed at 
farm gate prices, mixed on 

our nature friendly farm near 
the Eyebrook Reservoir  

Open Friday and Saturday 9am–5pm 
Sunday 9am–12 noon 

You are welcome to collect at any other time, but 
please telephone first to ensure we are here to serve you 

Rectory Farm, Great Easton, LE16 8SN 

01536 770771 

www.eyebrookwildbirdfeeds.co.uk 

PETER RIDDINGTON LANDSCAPING  

We install Patios, Driveways, Ponds, Stone Walls, 

Decking and Fencing. 

We plant Trees and shrubs and offer a complete 

Garden Maintenance. 

We supply and lay turf or grass seed with lawn management. 

Garden design service provided. 

Contact Peter Riddington today for a free quotation 

Telephone:  01780 783004         Mobile  07860 962068 

Email:  peter@peterriddington.co.uk 



Advertisements 

29 

ManageMe.com 

Executive Assistant Services and 
Business Administration Solutions 

ATTENTION BUSINESS OWNERS! 

Does administration distract you? 

ManageMe.com offers bespoke 
admin and Executive Assistant 

solutions allowing you to focus on 
doing what you do best. 

Contact us to discuss your 
requirements, no task is too big or 

too small 

07867 537504  
Facebook: @DelegationServices 

“Supporting Local Business 
to do Business” 

earn to drive 
with Karen 

King’s Cliffe and the 
surrounding area. 

Peterborough and the 
surrounding area. 

Karen Newton 
Approved Driving Instructor 
(ADI) 

karennewton144@gmail.com 

07850 487929 
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Andy Kemp 
 Computer Support 

 Web Site Design 

 User Training 

Specialising in Home 

Users, Home Workers and 

Small Businesses. 

01832 720522 

07738 274383 

andy.kemp@mail.com 
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JOHN & JANE PAIGE 
specialise in 

wildlife, plants, 
landscapes and portraits 

The Manor House 
King’s Cliffe 

Tel: 01780 470247 
Fax: 01780 470334 

E.M.DORMAN 
FUNERAL DIRECTOR Dip.F.D. 

A family concern 
giving a 24 hour 

personal service to all areas 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 

Golden Charter 
Pre-Paid Plans Available 

Tel: Uppingham 
01572 823976 

CROWSONS 
D.W. Gunn DipFD 

A FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS 
SERVING THE COMMUNITY 

FOR OVER ONE HUNDRED YEARS 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BARNWELL, OUNDLE, PETERBOROUGH, PE8 5PS 

01832 
272269 

01832 
272269 

• Caring personal attention 
• Chapels of rest 
• 24 hour service to all areas 
• Flowers and catering available 
• Memorials 
• Advice on Golden Charter pre-payment Schemes 
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Anxious?  Stressed? 

No Confidence? 

Unfulfilled?  Trapped? 

Lacking Inspiration? 

Feeling Lost?  In a Rut? 

Hypnosis and 

Therapy 

to 

Rediscover Your Fun 
and Vitality 

Call Me Now 

Bernice Hardwick 
Tel: 01780 678565 

bernice@seechanges.co.uk 

www.seechanges.co.uk 

King’s Cliffe Village Hall 

Tuesdays 
2.30 – 3.30 

Over 60s 
Keep Fit 

For better strength, stamina, 
balance & coordination. 

Call Mandy Glen 
01780 470221 / 07949 736505 

(Also for the less able of any age) 

Yoga For You 
For Core Strength 
and Calm 

Mon: 9.30 Yoga, Laxton Village Hall, NN17 3AT. 

7.30pm Yoga, King’s Cliffe Memorial Hall. 

Tue: 5.45 & 7pm Yoga, Wansford Christie Hall. 

Wed: YOGACALM, a gentle class. 

7pm King’s Cliffe Memorial Hall, PE8 6XD. 

Thur: 10am Yoga, Wansford Christie Hall, PE8 6JS. 

4.30 Gentle/Chair Yoga and 6.30 Yoga at 

Easton-on-the-Hill Village Hall, PE9 3NN. 

£5 Welcome session, passes and Drop In 

options.  Beginners, Yoga Therapy, 1-1 

and small groups. 

Penny Taylor – Full Dip & Advanced Tutor 

pennyyoga@yahoo.co.uk  07960267986 
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Melanie’s 
Qualified Hairdresser 

92 West Street, King’s Cliffe 
Tel: 01780 470371 

Shampoo & Sets 

Blow Drying 

Permanent Tinting 

Semi Colouring 

Perming 

High & Low Lights 

Wet Cuts 

Dry Cuts 

MANICURES & PEDICURES 

CND Shellac – 2 weeks + wear 

CND Vinylux – 1 week + wear 
 

EYEBROW WAXING AND TINTING 

Qualified and insured 

FACEBOOK: Beauty.Rebekah 

mobilebeautybyrebekah@outlook.com 

MOBILE: 07581 565977 
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Simba’s Den Day Nursery 
Main Street, Bulwick, NN17 3DY 

Outstanding homely childcare in an idyllic countryside location 

Open all year Monday to Friday 8am–6pm 

Fully funded 2 and 3 year old places available. 

Pre-school led by an early year’s professional. 

Close links to all schools. 

Weekly Ballet lessons from 2 years. 

Weekly forest school sessions at Fineshade wood. 

Lovely large outside area. 

Telephone: 01780 450937 

Email/Web: info@simbasden.co.uk   www.simbasden.co.uk 

 Early years education for children aged 2 – 4 

Growing a Love for Learning 
King’s Cliffe Endowed Pre-school offers the highest 

standards of care and play opportunities to children 

aged 2 to 4 years. 

Our ethos is to nurture and establish our children’s love 

for learning and exploration by providing the best 

possible experiences and opportunities. 

For more information please contact the School Office 

on 01780 470259 or email 

katy.evans@kingscliffeschool.co.uk 

We offer sessions that  

run from 9.00am until 3.00pm. 

 

Please visit our website at www.kingscliffeschool.co.uk for 

more information about our wonderful Pre-School. 

King’s Cliffe Endowed 
Pre-School, 

Kings Forest, King’s Cliffe, 
PE8 6XS. 



Diary 

 

The Gazette is published by All Saints and St James Church, King’s Cliffe 

as a service to the community.  It is written, edited and distributed by 

volunteers from all three parishes.  An electronic version is available here: 

www.kingscliffe.church/gazette 

Gazette Contacts 
You are requested to make contact by Email whenever possible. 

Editor (Articles, News and Events): David Teall,  gazette@kingscliffe.church 

Commercial Advertising: Andrea Fern,  andrea.fern@avus-consulting.co.uk 

Hand-written contributions can be left in the box at the back of King’s Cliffe church. 

The Closing Date for all copy is the 15th of the previous month. 

March 
28–02 Peter Pan 19:30 Village Hall, KC 
  1 Mar World Day of Prayer Service 12:00 Parish Church, KC 
  2 Mar TKC Orchard Workparty 13:00–15:00 The Pytchell, KC 
  4 Mar Old Blokes’ Club Talk 11:00 KC Active, KC 
  4 Mar Laid Back Ladies Meeting 12:00–14:30 The Club, KC 
  5 Mar Film Night Swimming with Men 19:30 Village Hall, Laxton 
  6 Mar Evergreen Club Meeting 14:00 The Club, KC 
  6 Mar KC Memorial Hall AGM 19:30 Village Hall, KC 
  9 Mar Marie Curie Coffee Morning 10:30–12:00 Village Hall, Laxton 
10 Mar TKC Wildplaces Workparty 10:30–13:00 Maltings Green, KC 
12 Mar Laxton Book Club 19:30–21:00 Village Hall, Laxton 
13 Mar KC Church Coffee Morning 10:30–12:00 1 Howards Meadow, KC 
14 Mar KC Parish Council Meeting 19:30 KC Active, KC 
15 Mar Donations for Jumble Sale 18:00–19:30 Village Centre, Bulwick 
16 Mar Jumble Sale 10:00–12:00 Village Centre, Bulwick 
17 Mar KC Village Hall Teas 14:00–16:30 Village Hall, KC 
18 Mar Dress a Girl Workshop 14:00 Village Centre, Bulwick 
23 Mar Quiz & Pudding Night 19:30 Village Hall, KC 
24 Mar KC Heritage Centre Open 14:00–17:00 27 Bridge Street KC 
27 Mar KCGA Meeting 19:30 KC Active, KC 
30 Mar Laxton Village Hall Clean-up 09:30–13:00 Village Hall, Laxton 
30 Mar Skittles Sausage & Mash 19:30 Cross Keys, KC 

April 
  2 April Communicare Open Meeting 13:00 The Surgery, Wansford 
  2 April Film Night King of Thieves 19:30 Village Hall, Laxton 
  6 April TKC BikeFix 10:00–12:00 Forest Approach, KC 
  6 April St Nicholas Gift Morning 10:30–12:30 Parish Church, Bulwick 


