GAZETTE
for the parishes of King’s Cliffe
Bulwick & Blatherwycke and Laxton

FEBRUARY 2019

Church Notices

From the Parish Priest
Faith and Belief in the Workplace
This year I am planning a Lent course that will consider the place of faith
and belief in the workplace. To look at a variety of situations and consider
what difference the perspective of faith and belief might bring.
It would help in planning to listen to the experience of those across a
range of ages and experiences and to include those in education, health

and social care. However, I would think we might also look at a whole
range of work and life experience and, to that end, I would be glad of the
contribution to the course of all those for whom faith and belief in the
workplace is or has been a consideration.
I would think that we will want to talk and think about a range of moral
issues, social issues and issues of personal spirituality and journeying.
Issues about early life, schooling, the journey into work, work and life

balance, preparing for and living in retirement and thinking about end of
life.
Please let me know if you might be able to contribute to these meetings
with some personal experiences, thoughts or reflections. I am thinking of
running the course from mid-March to mid-April.
Philip Davies (470314 philip.davies1605@gmail.com)

From the Parish Registers
We welcome into the family of the Church:
Enzo Hieu Geoffrey Williamson
We extend our thoughts and prayers to all those who are bereaved
remembering particularly the family and friends of:
James Ernest Bollans

Alice Little Wyles
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Church Notices

The Benefice of
King’s Cliffe, Bulwick & Blatherwycke and Laxton
Incumbent
Reverend Philip Davies
470314
Reader
David Teall
450407
Co-ordinator
Katy Evans (contact via Benefice Office)
Benefice Office
office@kingscliffe.church
479249
The office is open for general enquiries including baptisms and weddings
on Tuesdays from 10.00am to 12.30pm.
Churchwardens
King’s Cliffe

Felicity Thistlethwaite
Andrea Fern

470275
07970 151926

Bulwick & Blatherwycke

Alma O`Neill

450300

Laxton

Michael Harrison
Rupert Boyle

450362
450260

Church Services in February
All Saints and St James – King’s Cliffe
Each Wednesday
10:00
Holy Communion
3 February
10:30
Benefice Communion*
10 February
10:30
Family Communion*
17 February
10:30
Third Sunday Service
24 February
10:30
Family Communion*
* Children’s Groups (CHAOS) take place during these services.
St Nicholas – Bulwick
17 February

11:00

Holy Communion

All Saints – Laxton
10 February
24 February

09:00
17:00

Holy Communion
Evening Prayer

For further information about all the services in our Benefice including
Collyweston and Easton-on-the-Hill visit: www.kingscliffe.church
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Church Notices

Readings and Prayers for the Sundays in February
3 February
Candlemas

OT
Malachi 3: 1–5
NT
Hebrews 2: 14–end
Gospel
Luke 2: 22–40
We pray for our local school and playgroups; for the head teachers, teachers, and
assistants who seek to encourage our young people to develop and learn.
10 February
Fourth Sunday before Lent

OT
Isaiah 6: 1–8
NT
1 Corinthians 15: 1–11
Gospel
Luke 5: 1–11
We pray for all who live in Ash Close, Bridge Street, Blatherwycke Road, Church
Walk and Dakin Close, King’s Cliffe.
17 February
Third Sunday before Lent

OT
NT
Gospel
We pray for all the residents of Blatherwycke.

Jeremiah 17: 5–10
1 Corinthians 15: 12–20
Luke 6: 17–26

24 February
Second Sunday before Lent

OT
Genesis 2: 4b–9, 15–end
NT
Revelation 4
Gospel
Luke 8: 22–25
We pray for all those who live in Daleswood Rise, Elm Close, Fineshade Close,
Forest Approach and Hall Yard, King’s Cliffe.

Community Café
at King’s Cliffe Parish Church
8.45am to 11.00am every Friday
Pop in to enjoy a coffee or tea, some delicious
home-baked goods and a friendly chat.
Everyone welcome

Food Basket
There is a Food Basket at the back of the church in King’s Cliffe. Donations
of any non-perishable food can be added to the basket. If you are in need
of any extra food please help yourself.
The Church Office can now issue vouchers for the Stamford Foodbank.
They are able to provide 3 days worth of emergency food for individuals
and families in financial crisis.
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News from King’s Cliffe

Church Coffee Mornings
We received a very warm welcome at our December Coffee Morning at the home
of Heather and Brian Cromie. After coffee, mince pies and sausage rolls, a glass of
sherry put us in a festive and relaxed mood for singing carols accompanied by
Stephen Barber on keyboard. Twenty-six people attended this event which raised
£369. This included the raffle of an enormous food hamper created by Janet
Howard and Sally Bamford.
A record number of people, including new friends, attended our January Coffee
Morning. Our very grateful thanks to Doreen and Richard Bain for welcoming us
into their home. There was a great atmosphere and lively chatter over coffee, tea
and delicious cakes and the magnificent sum of £140 was raised for church funds.
We had a bumper raffle with 24 prizes and are very grateful to all who generously
donated prizes and refreshments.
Our next Coffee Morning will be at 10.30am at 4, Bridge Street on Wednesday
13th February. Do come along to enjoy good company, conversation and
refreshments.
Mandy Barber and Christine Ball

King’s Cliffe Ecumenical Women’s Fellowship Group
During our January meeting, after readings and a last rendering of carols, we
enjoyed a New Year Tea Party and catching up on news with other group
members. Our next meeting will be held at 2.00pm on Thursday 7th February in
the CHAOS room in King’s Cliffe Church. We will be pleased to welcome the
Reverend Philip Davies as our speaker. Do come and join us.
Christine Ball

King’s Cliffe Heritage Centre
Our 2019 season starts this month and the Heritage Centre at 27 Bridge Street will
be open to visit on Sunday 24th February between 2.00pm and 5.00pm. The
village has an interesting history and our displays of village artefacts and extensive
digital and paper archives open a window into its past. Whatever your particular
interest, our stewards will be on hand to help you make the most of your visit.
From February to October our regular opening times are on the 4th Sunday of
each month and every Bank Holiday Monday and entry is free. Our hanging sign
on Bridge Street tells you that we are open. Disabled access is via a ramp at the
rear. Parking for visitors is on Bridge Street. Please be aware we do not have
toilet facilities on site. To arrange a visit outside our normal opening times, call us
on 0843 8869395.
Sue Trow-Smith for King’s Cliffe Heritage
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News from King’s Cliffe

King’s Cliffe Parish Council
Cycling Event: Please note there is a UK Cycling Event taking place on Sunday 24th
February. They anticipate the first rider is likely to be passing through King’s Cliffe
around 8.27 am and the last rider approximately 12.18 pm.
Precept 2019/20: The Parish Councillors have agreed that the Precept will
increase by £1,000 to £26,000. The charge per household went down last year
and this year we expect a small increase to broadly the previous year’s level.
Tracey Green (Clerk)
www.kingscliffeparishcouncil.co.uk 01780 470799 clerk@kingscliffeparishcouncil.co.uk

King’s Cliffe Active
After sharing snippets of news in the Gazette about our plans for extending the
Pavilion at the Active I am very pleased to announce–although you may well see
the Heras Fencing before you read this–that we are finally starting work on it.
This will create space for a Gym and Café, and additional community space which
we propose will be used for a ‘BizSpace’ (somewhere for those who work from
home to use as a change from the kitchen table or staring at the spare bedroom
wall) and a small room ideal for the likes of reflexology, chiropractic, nutritional
therapy appointments. We are working with an organisation called Locality to
help us develop our business plans for the operation of these new facilities and
we will shortly be sharing details about this.
We also have applications in for additional play equipment but will not know until
March the outcome of these. Another one to follow I’m afraid, but we will also
soon be sharing very exciting news about an opportunity to secure c£50,000 for a
range of developments in conjunction with Underground, Church, Old Blokes and
other local groups and partners such as the Surgery. I’m sorry that we can’t say
more at this stage, but suffice to say we will definitely need your help and help
from as many people you know as possible. It is for improvements to our site to
make it more accessible and for a range of new activities (at the Active and other
village venues) to engage as many local people as possible. Watch this space!
Simon Fairhall (Chair of Trustees. 07767 390516 simon.fairhall@btinternet.com)

Village Hall Teas
On Sunday 17th February, come and have tea with us in the cheerful
Underground space on the lower floor of the Village Hall from 2.00pm until ‘last
orders’ at 4.30pm. We’ll be serving delicious homemade cakes and scones, hot
buttery toasted tea-bread with freshly-brewed tea and coffee or fruit squashes.
Our homemade preserves and a selection of books from our Book Corner will also
be on sale. All are very welcome!
Sue Trow-Smith (Village Hall Teas Team)
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News from King’s Cliffe

King’s Cliffe Memorial Hall
Want to make a difference in your community? Your Village Hall needs you!
Here’s how to help them with just a few hours a month.
The Memorial Hall, now in its 100th year, is an attractive and historic venue for
public and private events, courses and meetings. We are a registered charity run
entirely by volunteers. We have a small management committee of volunteer
trustees who run and manage the building and our bookings are handled by a
valued volunteer who is not a trustee. Without these people, the hall simply
could not operate. We currently have two vacancies for trustees to join our team
and keep the hall running. All help is welcome and appreciated, but we are
especially keen to find people with practical or administrative skills to help us run
and maintain this important village facility. We also need people to join the small
group of volunteers, real ‘friends of the Hall’, who support us in our fund-raising
by helping at our Village Hall Teas between January and September each year.
To volunteer as a trustee, or to find out more, please get in touch with me or
come along to our Annual General Meeting on March 6th – details below. To find
out more about helping with the Village Hall Teas, come and talk to one of the
team when they’re boiling the kettles on 17th February.
Annual General Meeting: Come to our Annual General Meeting in the Hall at
7.30pm for 8pm on Wednesday 6th March and see the improvements to our
north entrance area off Eagle Lane and our new toilet facilities. Refreshments will
be available from 7.30pm with time to look around before the AGM begins at
8pm when the Annual Report and Accounts for 2018 will be presented by
members of the Management Committee. Simon Wilson (Chair KCMH Trustees)
kcmhoffice@gmail.com or 01780 470125

King’s Cliffe Gardeners’ Association
Our February meeting will be held on Wednesday 20th at KC Active when we’ll be
pleased to welcome our speaker, Richard Trow-Smith. Many of you will be
familiar with Richard’s excellent photographic skills and this time his topic is
Hunting Wild Orchids in Europe accompanied by a wealth of pictures to cheer a
winter evening.
Top gardening jobs for this month: Prune shrubs and climbers if weather not too
severe, including wisteria and evergreen hedges. Cut back deciduous grasses and
clear dead grass from perennial varieties. Prune winter flowering shrubs once
flowers are over. Chit potatoes on a windowsill. If you have a cold frame or
greenhouse, sow broad beans, shallots and early cabbage: cover with black plastic
sheeting or fleece to encourage a warmer soil. Check tree ties are not digging in
and replace as needed – particularly after severe weather.
Lindsay Kubicki
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News from King’s Cliffe

Underground Centre (Lower Floor Village Hall)
In January 2018 Underground set out to raise £10,000. Our grand total raised was
an incredible £12,165! To everyone who donated, organised an event on our
behalf, bought a duck at the Duck Race or a KC calendar, made a bag at the
Sewing Bee, came along to a fundraiser or just asked us how we were doing along
the way – thank you!
The target was re-set to zero on January 1st and we’re aiming to raise another
£10,000 this year. Why £10,000? This is our annual funding gap that we’re as yet
unable to fill with grants. As such, we’re reliant on our local community to keep
supporting us. Every penny raised really does help and, as last year showed, we
can have lots of fun along the way too!
We’ve had a really positive start to the year. Thank you to Kevin Howard for
organising Christmas Tree collections and donating monies to Underground.
Thank you also to the Players for their kind donation and to a local mum who ran
the Oundle 10k on our behalf. We’re now looking forward to the Valentine Ball
on Feb 8th – Have you got your ticket yet? If you’ve got any fundraising ideas,
we’d love to hear from you!
Sewing Bee: After a hugely successful first project making bags, we’re starting
again on Thursday evenings making aprons to be sold at the Plant Sale in May.
This time, all proceeds will be donated to the Church. As before, we are delighted
to continue our partnership with Shooso by Lucia and all items will be made from
donated fabrics. All equipment provided – come and join in! No machine
experience required – full support on hand! The Sewing Bee meets at
Underground every Thursday evening from 7.30 to 9.00pm. All welcome.
Katy Weeks undergroundcentre@hotmail.co.uk

Evergreen Club
We meet at the King’s Cliffe Ex-servicemen’s and Social Club on the first
Wednesday of each month at 2.00pm. The dates this year will be 6th February,
6th March, 3rd April, 1st May, 5th June, 3rd July, 7th August, 4th September, 2nd
October, 6th November and 4th December.
We enjoy a chat about what is going on around us, play Bingo, have a Raffle and
also enjoy lovely homemade sandwiches, cakes and cups of tea. In addition we
have a Christmas Lunch in December.
Please ring Linda on 01780 470353 for more details or just turn up on the day and
introduce yourself.
Linda Towell (Secretary)
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News from King’s Cliffe

Band Concert Raises Money for Communicare
The well known and much admired Yarwell & Nassington Britannia Brass Band
holds regular concerts from which they donate proceeds to local organisations
and charities. Back in October the band performed a special concert devoted to
Music from the Movies at Nassington church. Communicare, the patientparticipation group from the Wansford & King’s Cliffe Surgery, was nominated as
the local beneficiary. The group, aided by generosity of many local businesses
and residents, organized a very successful raffle on the night. A presentation of a
cheque for £950.25 was made last month by the band chairman, Quentin Arnold,
to Communicare’s chairperson, Clare Wagstaffe. Since the formation of the
patient group 38 years ago almost one hundred thousand pounds have been
raised or donated, all of which has been used for the benefit and care of patients.
The band has just concluded a busy period over Christmas and New Year which
saw them playing at the Peterborough Serpentine Shopping Centre and Oundle
Christmas Market as well as Carol Concerts at King’s Cliffe and Nassington. A core
number of band members rounded off festivities playing on home ground at the
Angel pub in Yarwell for a Cheese and Carols evening and finally accompanying
the traditional carol singers’ tour of the village on Christmas Eve. Despite a damp
and misty evening a large crowd joined in and their efforts were rewarded by
raising £450 for the Barnardo’s Children’s Charity.
Band enthusiasts will be pleased to know that several events are planned for later
this year. As the band’s usual St George’s Day concert coincides with the Easter
period an alternative date has just been announced – Friday 10th May.
Wendy Spencer

Charity Cards–Thank You
Sincere thanks to everyone who supported the Spirit of King’s Cliffe charity
Christmas card sales. A total of £166 (after printing costs) was collected for three
charities: King’s Cliffe Parish Church received £100, Underground Centre £45 and
the Cambridge-based cancer charity Maggie’s Wallace £21. Once again the King’s
Cliffe Shopper team and Transition King’s Cliffe generously provided points of sale
in a much-appreciated community effort.
Carol Randall
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Transition King’s Cliffe

Transition King’s Cliffe for environment and community
Community Orchard: On the first Saturday of each
month, from 1.00pm till 3.00pm you will find our
small friendly group doing odd jobs around the
orchard in the Pytchell. This month we will be
clearing a series of small patches ready for spring
when we will be expanding our comfrey plantings.
The deep roots of comfrey bring nutrients to soil
surface to feed our young trees. Why not come
along and give us a hand. We work at a lazy pace.
Hip flasks are optional.
Wildplaces: Work is continuing on the Railway Line project – look out for a big
announcement next month! However we will also be having a regular Workparty
in February as we need to improve the habitat in the cutting before the adders
emerge in the spring. The aim is to create some open areas near to KCA by
‘scalloping’ the rough growth on the south facing bank providing open ground for
basking. It should also encourage lower growing flora for insects. Do come along
and help out. We will meet on Kingsmead near the entrance to KCA, and will be
working between there and Willow Lane from 10.30am onwards on Sunday 10th
February. Please bring gloves and secateurs/loppers/rakes if you have them,
although we will have some spares.
Dog Poo: There has been further comment recently around the village about dog
owners not clearing up after their dogs on the streets. We’d like to highlight the
ongoing problem with dog mess on some of our footpaths and open areas. Even
in the countryside its just common sense to collect it and take it home, but if you
really can’t then at least flick it well out of the way under a hedge or similar where
no-one else is going to step in it. It really does ruin a day out to find it all over
your shoes when you get back. Willow Walk railway path between Kingsmead
and Park Street bridge is a particular problem area. Also, hanging dog poo bags in
trees really doesn’t help either – there is no such thing as the dog poo fairy to
take it away! Rant over…
Minibus: The Transition Minibus has availability for group outings, parties etc at
non-profit rates!. Contact mikehenchy19@gmail.com for bookings.
Contact: If you would like more information about any of our activities or want to
get involved, please get in touch: info@transitionkingscliffe.org.uk
www.transitionkingscliffe.org.uk Transition Kings Cliffe
Charles Tomalin
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The Way We Were

The Way We Were – Stokes’ Gates (See photo on page 20)
An interesting pair of gates, incorporating two full-size cartwheels, used to adorn
the entrance to the Park Street works of Messrs Stokes and Son, cart and wheelwrights, established in 1840. Stokes’ later became Portesses and the gates were
taken down in the early 1970s after the business closed.
In 1840 Charles Stokes came to King’s Cliffe from Collyweston as a carpenter and
wheelwright, employing one man and a live-in apprentice. Over the next forty
years he built up the business employing wheelwrights, carpenters, joiners, painters,
blacksmiths, farriers and sign-writers; as many as thirty employees in the
business’ heyday. In 1880 Charles’ son, Frederick, went into partnership with his
father and the business name changed to Stokes and Son. Their catalogue of
1890 listed:
Estate Waggon, price £29 10s 0d; Miller’s, Builder’s and Sanitary Carts; Barrows;
Coal Vans; Hand Carts; Dairy Carts; Butcher’s Carts; Covered Vans; Camel-back
Vans; Brewer’s Drays; Furniture Vans; Saloon Living Carriages; Timber Trolleys;
Dog Traps; Gigs; Ladies’ Driving Cars; Governess Cars (with fringed canopy), price
£23 0s 0d; Improved Brougham, price from 70 guineas; the Laudau, price from 100
guineas. [A guinea was £1 1 shilling.]
Stokes’ were well-known for making great vans for itinerant fair people, both
richly-decorated living quarters and animal ‘dens’ for travelling menageries. The
‘Timber trolleys’ referred to in their catalogue were wheeled vehicles for carting
felled timber. Known locally as timber ‘druggs’, they had an extendable wheelbase to accommodate any length of tree. Such druggs were used by King’s Cliffe
timber hauliers well into the last century and were a common sight on the village
streets.
Over-investment in new plant and machinery and a showroom in Peterborough
led to Stokes and Son going into bankruptcy in 1891. The business was rescued by
George Miles, timber merchant, a self-made man with a thriving timber-yard on
the corner of Park Street and Station Road, beside ‘Rockbourne’, the house he
had built in 1900 for himself and his family. George Miles had a strong family
connection to the Stokes – his daughter, Agnes, had married Frederick Stokes in
1884. In rescuing the Stokes’ business, George Miles appointed Frederick Portess
from Boston as manager. In 1913, following George Miles’ death, Frederick
Portess acquired the premises and the business continued to run, initially under
his name and later as Portess and Son. Alwyne Portess was the last to use the
workshops for his business as general carpenter and undertaker. The workshops
were demolished in 1974 and, sadly, their gates were lost from the Park Street
landscape.
Sue Trow-Smith for KC Heritage
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News from Bulwick and Blatherwycke

St Nicholas Church, Bulwick
St Nicholas Christmas Quiz: The winners of the Christmas Quiz are: 1st Prize £10
Caroline Martin, runners-up £5 prize David & Pat Teall. Well done. Thanks to
Robert for producing the quiz and everyone who purchased one; we know that it
kept you occupied during the festive season and many seemed to enjoy the
challenge! We look forward to next Christmas for another brain teaser.
Jumble Sale for Horticultural Show Funds: The first Jumble Sale of the year will
be held on Saturday 16th March from 10.00am to 12 noon at Bulwick Village
Centre. Items for the sale can be brought to the Village Centre on Friday 15th
March between 6.00pm and 7.30pm. We can accept clothing in clean and good
condition, household items, toys and books but please, no electrical items. I am
often asked why we need the funds. The annual Show does have some costs to
stage the event: the printing of schedules, the cost of engraving the cups and
awards, the hire fee for the Village Centre. Any money made from the teas, raffle
or entry fees over the Show Weekend are donated to the church. It was never
intended to be a mega fundraising event but more of a community event and I
think, with that aim in mind, it has been successful. The Show will be held over
the August bank holiday weekend Saturday 24th and Sunday 25th August and this
will be our 37th year. The other villages which can exhibit include Blatherwycke,
Deene and Deenethorpe, Harringworth and Laxton and many enjoy this convivial
community event. Let us hope we can maintain this annual event as it makes for
a good use of our parish church – St Nicholas. If anyone would like to help at the
Jumble Sale, then please get in touch. Any surplus items left after the sale are
donated to local charity shops.
Church Graveyards: If you have placed festive wreaths/flowers in the churchyard
at Bulwick or Blatherwycke it would be most helpful if you could remove them.
Help is always needed to keep the churchyards (and St Nicholas church interior) in
good order so, if you can help in some way, please get in touch. There will be a St
Nicholas churchyard tidy and church spring clean in March, the date of which will
be confirmed in next month’s Gazette.
The PCC has carried out a safety check on memorial headstones at St Nicholas and
Holy Trinity Blatherwycke. Any ‘unsafe’ memorials have been recorded and will
require, wherever possible, the necessary attention by the respective relatives.
The Parochial Church Council will contact those concerned with full details.
Alma O’Neill, Churchwarden (450300)
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News from Laxton

Laxton Village Hall
With the New Year just begun we are into the planning and running of more
events at Laxton Village Hall for 2019. Please take time and make an effort to
come along and get involved and help us to put on a variety of Community Events
for us all to enjoy. We are all working hard on our Committee with one common
cause–providing and keeping our lovely Village Hall open and at the heart of our
Community. We look forward to seeing you. To receive email notifications from
us about forthcoming events please email us your authority to do so to:
info@laxtonvillagehall.org and chairman@laxtonvillagehall.org
Film Night–Tuesday 5th February 7.30pm–The Greatest Show Man:
A blockbuster inspired by the imagination of P.T. Barnum, The Greatest Showman
is an original musical that celebrates the birth of show business and tells of a
visionary who rose from nothing to create a spectacle that became a worldwide
sensation. Stars Hugh Jackman, Zac Efron, Zendaya,Rebecca Ferguson, Paul Sparks
and Gayle Rankin. There are always Refreshments and a Licensed Bar too, all at
very reasonable prices. Admission is £5.00 on the door. Next month’s film will be
Swimming with Men on Tuesday 5th March.
Coffee Morning–Saturday 9th February 10.30–12.00: The Committee are hosting
this month as we have not had any volunteers come forward. We are still
compiling a list of hosts and helpers for Coffee Mornings in 2019. If you are able
to host, help or donate a cake or bake treats then please get in touch; we would
appreciate that. It is a popular friendly get together and everyone is always
welcome. There is always someone from the Committee on hand and it’s a great
way to meet both our own villagers and others from nearby too.
Book Club–Tuesday 12th February 7.30pm: This month’s book for discussion is
Plain Tales from the Hills by Rudyard Kipling. New members are always welcome.
It’s always a social evening with plenty of lively debate and discussion. To join, or
for more information, please contact John McCrone on 01780 450782.
Laxton Village Hall AGM–Wednesday 19th February 7.30pm: Please come along
to take part in this important meeting. We are always looking for extra Committee
members. It’s your chance to get involved and vote on important decisions that
affect the running of our Hall. There will be free refreshments provided. We are
still looking for someone to write the monthly “Gazette Article” for us. Please get
in touch if you can help.
Save the date–Marie Curie Coffee Morning Saturday 9th March: Full details next
month. Look out for details and how to get involved and help us to raise money
in support of The Marie Curie Great Daffodil Appeal.
Tim Gilbert (Chairman Laxton Village Hall 01780 450005)
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Nature Notes

Nature Notes for January and February
Over recent years the number of magpies has been steadily increasing. This has
led to speculation that their success is linked to the decline of many of our song
birds. Magpies are well known for raiding the nests of song birds to feed on eggs
and young birds. However, recent research has been unable to prove this
behaviour is a major factor and has drawn a much clearer relationship to the
shortage of suitable food resources and lack of available nesting sites. Having said
that, magpies are certainly numerous locally. The other day I counted eleven of
them feeding together in the middle of the road and on the adjoining verges. I’m
not certain of the collective name for this number of birds but a Newcastle United
supporter might call it a “Team”.
Driving at night along our local roads often allows sightings of animals and birds
we rarely have an opportunity to see.

During a recent journey I encountered a fox peering through a gap in the hedge, a
barn owl out hunting along the field margins and three hares chasing one another
in the road before disappearing into the darkness of a field. At one point I
stopped the car to allow two female fallow deer to cross a metre or so ahead. All
of this happened on a brief trip of around half an hour.
The garden bird feeders seem to have been abandoned by many species this year.
The number of goldfinches is far fewer than in previous years, chaffinches have
not appeared and long-tailed tits are only occasional visitors. Speaking to other
people around the village they have noticed the same thing. Presumably the mild
weather so far this winter has provided adequate supplies in their normal habitat.
Perhaps a cold snap, if it comes, will bring a few more birds to the garden.
Fledgling
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Communicare

Communicare
We held our post-Christmas lunch last month attended by over thirty patients.
Monthly Coffee Mornings commence again this month at 10.00am on Friday 15th
February at King’s Cliffe Active Sports Hall.
As the next Patients Meeting is not until Tuesday 19th March I am taking the
opportunity to share some important information about patient online access
which has recently been published by the Primary Care Digital Transformation
team of NHS England.
‘As the public are using more digital services for banking, shopping etc the NHS is
now making more of the digital media – internet, smartphones and tablets. As
60% of over 65’s use the internet and 76% of the population own a smart phone,
the benefits of encouraging more digital access to GP surgeries would improve
patient experience and save time for both patient and surgeries. Figures show
signing up two extra patients per day to this service would save a practice 30
hours admin time a year.’
Wansford and King’s Cliffe practice have procedures in place for those patients
wishing to make use of online access. These are detailed on their website at:
www.wansfordsurgery.co.uk When the page opens click on the link ‘GP Online’.

For more information about keeping your healthcare records safe and secure, a
helpful leaflet has been produced by the NHS in conjunction with the British
Computer Society. This can be found here:
http://www.nhs.uk/NHSEngland/thenhs/records/healthrecords/Documents/
PatientGuidanceBooklet.pdf
Wendy Spencer

New Year’s Resolutions
As another year starts we often have the urge to begin new things and often folk
turn to exercise to try and establish new and healthier habits. Yoga can become a
part of your life: the way you move, how you breathe and how you treat yourself.
If you don’t know much about yoga then let me share with you that it can be a
great way to improve flexibility, core strength, stamina and breathing capacity. It
is very complimentary to other disciplines such as tennis, cycling, running and
weights but Yoga can also help us to let go of stress, giving a chance to connect
again with who we really are, and offer opportunities for calmness and deep
relaxation. Please don’t think yoga is just about putting your foot behind your
head, although if you feel inclined you’re welcome to come and try.
Penny Taylor (Local Yoga Teacher)
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This Month

LAXTON VILLAGE HALL FILM
NIGHT

Tuesday 5th Feb 7.30pm

Admission on the door £5
For enquires call Noel Jessop 01780 450273
Freshly brewed Coffee, Refreshments & Licensed Bar
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This Month

The King’s Cliffe Players
Present

Peter Pan
This is The Peter Pan production to see this season.

Cabaret seating and waiter service bar
Performance dates: Feb 21st to 23rd 2019 Matinee on 23rd
Feb 28th to March 2nd 2019
Tickets are £8 for adults, £5 for children and the matinee
on sale now at www.KingsCliffePlayers.co.uk
and The King’s Cliffe Shopper
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This Month
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This Month

BRING & BUY SALE
Sunday 3rd February 11.45 at
King’s Cliffe Parish Church

Please bring your unwanted items to sell
… and buy something new!

Proceeds for Church Funds
Have a chat while you enjoy a cup of coffee
or tea with cake and biscuits.
Contact Mandy Barber 01780 470380
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Looking Ahead

World Day of Prayer Service
from Slovenia
Friday 1st March
at 12.00 noon
in King’s Cliffe Church
followed by a light lunch

Everyone welcome

Stokes’ Gates – Park Street See The Way We Were on page 11
The house (left) is no 42 with workshop buildings which extended down
the yard behind, and a cottage (right) long-since demolished.
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King’s Cliffe Club
February Entertainment
Friday 1st – 6 Nations Rugby – Round One
France vs Wales Kick off:- 8pm
Saturday 2nd – Scotland vs Italy Kick off:- 2.15pm
Ireland vs England Kick off:- 4.45
Saturday 9th Six Nations Rugby – Round Two
Scotland vs Ireland Kick Off:- 2.15
Italy vs Wales Kick Off:- 4.45
9.00pm The Depps
A Welcome return to the club for this band!

Sunday 10th
England vs France Kick Off:- 3pm
Saturday 23rd Six Nations Rugby- Round Three
France vs Scotland Kick Off:- 2.15
Wales Vs England Kick Off:- 4.45
Sunday February 24th
Italy Vs Ireland Kick Off:- 3pm
We still have Fizz Fridays and a very well
stocked Gin Bar!!
Music/Bands from 9.00pm
Bingo every Sunday evening from 8.00pm
New members welcome! C.I.U Affiliated
21

Advertisements

King’s Cliffe & Area Old Blokes’ Club
A Club primarily for older men who believe they are an Old Bloke
Regular programme includes:
•
•
•
•

Lunch meeting with speaker first Monday cost £5 (Mike Herring)
Visit place of interest middle Monday cost £10 to £15 (Mike Herring)
Get Fitter group each Wednesday morning 10.00am cost £3 (Ian Cooke)
Walking Football each Monday afternoon 3.00pm cost £3 ( Ian Cooke)

The Get Fitter group caters for all levels of existing fitness.
All meetings at King’s Cliffe Active Sports Field.
No membership fees.
No obligation to attend regularly.
To get regular details of club activities send your e mail address to Mike Herring.

Mike Herring – mikedot1@btinternet.com
Ian Cooke – iecooke_84@yahoo.com
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Free, independent and confidential
Come and see us at All Saints and St James Church, King’s Cliffe
on the last Friday of every month from 9.00 to 10.00am
in respect of Welfare Benefits (Social Security Law) and Debts.
Referrals can be made to our Housing and Immigration Teams.
For further details or to arrange an appointment please contact
our Rushden Office 01933 313020
Registered Charity 1128718

Member of Advice UK
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Village Pizzas

KING’S CLIFFE
BAKERY

Open Tue – Sat for
Collection 4.30pm – 10pm
or Delivery 6pm till 10pm

68 WEST STREET
KING’S CLIFFE
Tel: 01780 470205

01780
784587

DOOR TO DOOR DELIVERIES

SHOP HOURS
7AM TO 12 NOON
MONDAY TO SATURDAY

View our Menu at
www.villagepizzas.co.uk

WHOLESALE AVAILABLE
PHONE FOR PRICE LIST
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K.C. PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
KING’S CLIFFE

Yoink
Engineering

• Extensions, Renovations,

Hand-crafted wrought ironwork

Conversions etc.
• Repointing, Patios, Paving.
• Stonework, Brickwork,
Garden Walls.
• Groundworks & Footings.
• Digger Hire & Driver.
• Plastering.
• Interior & Exterior Decorating.

• Bespoke Iron Beds, Chairs and
Tables
• Made to Measure Gates &
Railings
• Leaded Lights Repair, Re-crafting
• Window Bars, Ornamental/
Security
• Security Gates, Industrial or
Domestic
• Sand Blasting

FOR FREE QUOTATIONS PLEASE CALL

KEVIN CUNNINGTON
07946 139754 or 01780 470881

Call Rich to discuss your project.
Mobile: 07950 797890
Office: 01780 322223
richrhodeslewis@gmail.com

MATT CZEREMSZNSKY
07984 956947

Are your carpets and upholstery in need of a freshen up?
Look no further!
Fully trained and insured to clean carpets and upholstery
for both domestic and commercial clients.
Colin Smith is local to the area and can give you a
competitive quote today.
Don’t hesitate, give him a ring on
01780 471015 or 07919857311
Email: mysmartcarpet@yahoo.co.uk
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Martin James

The Village Sweep
Your local chimney sweeping service.
Stove repairs: rope seals, firebricks etc.

Certificates issued.

Fully insured.
07749 438567
01780 470275
mhj1@btinternet.com

R E Newton Ltd (Nassington)
SPECIALIST CARPENTRY JOINERY & BUILDING WORK
The Complete Refurbishment Specialist

 Internal alterations to Extensions
 Listed & Period Building Specialist
 Hand Made Kitchens to your design and colour
 Built in Wardrobes to cupboards/bookcases
 Purpose made joinery – windows and doors
Est. Since 1989
www.renewton.com

Email: Edward@renewton.wanadoo.co.uk

Tel: Daytime 07831 256087 Evening 01780 782704
FOR ALL YOUR CARPENTRY AND BUILDING NEEDS
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First Class Sewing
Tel: 07762 771290
• Beautiful bespoke curtains,

pelmets, roman blinds, cushion
covers, upholstery, lampshades
and soft furnishings to enhance
your home.
• Free design consultancy for
fabrics, curtain poles, lining
types, fittings and interiors.
• Sourcing and supply of fabrics
and samples.
• Clothing and curtain alterations.
• Garment making.
We offer a free collection and
delivery service.
www.firstclasssewing.co.uk

Bespoke picture
framing
Oils, watercolour, textiles, etc.
Large or small.
Contact:

FELICITY THISTLETHWAITE

m: 07943 127979
t: 01780 470275

e: fthistlethwaite@
rocketmail.com

Adult sewing classes
Do you love sewing but not sure where to start?
Would you like to learn?
Whether you’ve never used a sewing machine before, or you have tried a
few sewing projects and want to improve and further your sewing skills,
ShooSo by Lucia offers a selection of sewing workshops for you.
Workshops are held in the light and airy community room at King’s Cliffe Active
and all fabrics and equipment are included in the prices.
Christmas workshops:
• Christmas bunting.
• Advent calendar.
• Christmas stockings.
For more info visit www.ShooSo.co.uk or email lucia.hyams@gmail.com
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earn to drive
with Karen

Eyebrook Wild
Bird Feeds

King’s Cliffe and the
surrounding area.

Quality garden birdseed at
farm gate prices, mixed on
our nature friendly farm near
the Eyebrook Reservoir

Peterborough and the
surrounding area.

Karen Newton

Open Friday and Saturday 9am–5pm
Sunday 9am–12 noon

Approved Driving Instructor
(ADI)

You are welcome to collect at any other time, but
please telephone first to ensure we are here to serve you

Rectory Farm, Great Easton, LE16 8SN

karennewton144@gmail.com

01536 770771
www.eyebrookwildbirdfeeds.co.uk

07850 487929

PETER RIDDINGTON LANDSCAPING
We install Patios, Driveways, Ponds, Stone Walls,
Decking and Fencing.
We plant Trees and shrubs and offer a complete
Garden Maintenance.

We supply and lay turf or grass seed with lawn management.
Garden design service provided.

Contact Peter Riddington today for a free quotation
Telephone: 01780 783004
Mobile 07860 962068
Email: peter@peterriddington.co.uk
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ManageMe.com
Executive Assistant Services and
Business Administration Solutions
ATTENTION BUSINESS OWNERS!
Does administration distract you?
ManageMe.com offers bespoke
admin and Executive Assistant
solutions allowing you to focus on
doing what you do best.
Contact us to discuss your
requirements, no task is too big or
too small

07867 537504
Facebook: @DelegationServices

“Supporting Local Business
to do Business”

Est:1994

Providing 20 Years Of Professional Dj’s & Equipment Hire For
Weddings And Special Occasions.
Dj Service – Equipment Hire – D.I.Y Disco’s – Festoon Lighting – Starcloth Backdrops
Laser Systems External & Internal LED Venue Lighting – Fairy Lighting – Effects Lighting
Illuminating Dance Floors – Chequered Dance Floors – Bubble, Snow & Foam Machines
For more details or a free quotation please get in touch
01780 470 983
07751 093 427
www.strobediscoroadshow.co.uk
info@strobediscoroadshow.co.uk
Facebook: Strobe Disco Roadshow
Instagram: strobediscoroadshow
Elm Close, Sovereign Grange, King’s Cliffe
Company Owner & Dj : Robert Giddings
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Andy Kemp




Computer Support
Web Site Design
User Training

Specialising in Home
Users, Home Workers and
Small Businesses.
01832 720522
07738 274383
andy.kemp@mail.com
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E.M.DORMAN
FUNERAL DIRECTOR Dip.F.D.
A family concern
giving a 24 hour
personal service to all areas

JOHN & JANE PAIGE
specialise in
wildlife, plants,
landscapes and portraits
The Manor House
King’s Cliffe
Tel: 01780 470247
Fax: 01780 470334

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST
Golden Charter
Pre-Paid Plans Available
Tel: Uppingham
01572 823976

01832
272269

CROWSONS
D.W. Gunn DipFD

01832
272269

A FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS
SERVING THE COMMUNITY
FOR OVER ONE HUNDRED YEARS
• Caring personal attention
• Chapels of rest
• 24 hour service to all areas
• Flowers and catering available
• Memorials
• Advice on Golden Charter pre-payment Schemes

BARNWELL, OUNDLE, PETERBOROUGH, PE8 5PS
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King’s Cliffe Village Hall

Yoga For You
For Core Strength
and Calm

Tuesdays
2.30 – 3.30
Over 60s
Keep Fit

Mon: 9.30 Yoga, Laxton Village Hall, NN17 3AT.
7.30pm Yoga, King’s Cliffe Memorial Hall.
Tue: 5.45 & 7pm Yoga, Wansford Christie Hall.
Wed: YOGACALM, a gentle class.
7pm King’s Cliffe Memorial Hall, PE8 6XD.

For better strength, stamina,
balance & coordination.
Call Mandy Glen
01780 470221 / 07949 736505

Thur: 10am Yoga, Wansford Christie Hall, PE8 6JS.
4.30 Gentle/Chair Yoga and 6.30 Yoga at
Easton-on-the-Hill Village Hall, PE9 3NN.

£5 Welcome session, passes and Drop In
options. Beginners, Yoga Therapy, 1-1
and small groups.
Penny Taylor – Full Dip & Advanced Tutor

(Also for the less able of any age)

pennyyoga@yahoo.co.uk 07960267986

Anxious? Stressed?
No Confidence?
Unfulfilled? Trapped?
Lacking Inspiration?
Feeling Lost? In a Rut?

Hypnosis and
Therapy
to

Rediscover Your Fun
and Vitality
Call Me Now

Bernice Hardwick
Tel: 01780 678565

bernice@seechanges.co.uk
www.seechanges.co.uk
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Melanie’s

Qualified Hairdresser
92 West Street, King’s Cliffe
Tel: 01780 470371
MANICURES & PEDICURES

Shampoo & Sets
Blow Drying
Permanent Tinting
Semi Colouring
Perming
High & Low Lights
Wet Cuts
Dry Cuts

CND Shellac – 2 weeks + wear
CND Vinylux – 1 week + wear
EYEBROW WAXING AND TINTING
Qualified and insured
FACEBOOK: Beauty.Rebekah
mobilebeautybyrebekah@outlook.com

MOBILE: 07581 565977
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Simba’s Den Day Nursery
Main Street, Bulwick, NN17 3DY

Outstanding homely childcare in an idyllic countryside location
Open all year Monday to Friday 8am–6pm
Fully funded 2 and 3 year old places available.
Pre-school led by an early year’s professional.
Close links to all schools.
Weekly Ballet lessons from 2 years.
Weekly forest school sessions at Fineshade wood.
Lovely large outside area.
Telephone: 01780 450937
Email/Web: info@simbasden.co.uk www.simbasden.co.uk

Early years education for children aged 2 – 4

Growing a Love for Learning
King’s Cliffe Endowed Pre-school offers the highest
standards of care and play opportunities to children
aged 2 to 4 years.
Our ethos is to nurture and establish our children’s love
for learning and exploration by providing the best
possible experiences and opportunities.

King’s Cliffe Endowed
Pre-School,
Kings Forest, King’s Cliffe,
PE8 6XS.

For more information please contact the School Office
on 01780 470259 or email
katy.evans@kingscliffeschool.co.uk

We offer sessions that
run from 9.00am until 3.00pm.
Please visit our website at www.kingscliffeschool.co.uk for
more information about our wonderful Pre-School.
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Diary
February
2 Feb
2 Feb
3 Feb
4 Feb
5 Feb
6 Feb
7 Feb
9 Feb
10 Feb
12 Feb
13 Feb
14 Feb
15 Feb
17 Feb
18 Feb
19 Feb
19 Feb
20 Feb
21–23
23 Feb
24 Feb
28–02

TKC Orchard Workparty
Messy Church
Bring and Buy Sale
Old Blokes’ Club Talk
Film Night The Greatest Show Man
Evergreen Club Meeting
Women’s Fellowship Meeting
Laxton Coffee Morning
TKC Wildplaces Workparty
Laxton Book Club
KC Church Coffee Morning
KC Parish Council Meeting
Communicare Coffee Morning
KC Village Hall Teas
Dress a Girl Workshop
Laid Back Ladies Meeting
Laxton Village Hall AGM
KCGA Meeting
Peter Pan
Peter Pan Matinee
KC Heritage Centre Open
Peter Pan

13:00–15:00
15.30–17:00
11:45
11:00
19:30
14:00
14:00
10:30–12:00
10:30–13:00
19:30–21:00
10:30–12:00
19:30
10:00
14:00–16:30
14:00
19:30
19:30
19:30
19:30
14:00
14:00–17:00
19:30

The Pytchell, KC
Underground, KC
Parish Church, KC
KC Active, KC
Village Hall, Laxton
The Club, KC
Parish Church, KC
Village Hall, Laxton
Meet at Kingsmead, KC
Village Hall, Laxton
4 Bridge Street, KC
KC Active, KC
KC Active, KC
Lower Village Hall, KC
Village Centre, Bulwick
The Club, KC
Village Hall, Laxton
KC Active, KC
Village Hall, KC
Village Hall, KC
27 Bridge Street KC
Village Hall, KC

March
1 Mar
5 Mar
6 Mar
9 Mar
16 Mar

World Day of Prayer Service
Film Night Swimming with Men
KC Memorial Hall AGM
Marie Curie Coffee Morning
Jumble Sale

12:00
19:30
19:30
10:30–12:00
10:00–12:00

Parish Church, KC
Village Hall, Laxton
Village Hall, KC
Village Hall, Laxton
Village Centre, Bulwick

Gazette Contacts
You are requested to make contact by Email whenever possible.
Editor (Articles, News and Events): David Teall, gazette@kingscliffe.church
Commercial Advertising: Andrea Fern, andrea.fern@avus-consulting.co.uk
Hand-written contributions can be left in the box at the back of King’s Cliffe church.
The Closing Date for all copy is the 15th of the previous month.
The Gazette is published by All Saints and St James Church, King’s Cliffe
as a service to the community. It is written, edited and distributed by
volunteers from all three parishes. An electronic version is available here:
www.kingscliffe.church/gazette

