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Church Notices

From the Parish Priest
From 1823 with the writing of the poem “Twas the Night Before Christmas” and
its images of Father Christmas, still described in the poem as St Nicholas, there
starts to emerge a presentation of Christmas that we might recognise today both
holding the tradition of generous giving, but also the culture of a festival that has
become consumer driven and heavily marketed.
Charles Dickens captured the aspect of generous giving through the difficult
lessons that led Scrooge to be changed for good. In his Christmas poem, John
Betjeman articulates a desire to hold on to the message of hope for all amidst the
frantic indulgence of Christmas time. Would he be so optimistic today?
So much of the advertising now associated with Christmas focuses on specific
feelings or emotions that hold us enthralled by an instantaneous fix of happy or
nostalgic thoughts or both. But they usually go no deeper. And they do not
consider the religious festival that is based on the prophesies of old testament
times of peace to all people and written about in the gospels as identifying the
significance of their living amongst us one who is described as a saviour, the light
of God’s love present with us even in the bleakest of times.
Whatever life may have been like for each of us this year and however we look to
the year ahead, the Christmas message, unpacked from the media hype, is I
believe both authentic in the message of good news that it brings, and inspiring,
in the way it reveals the loving kindness of the God of all creation, whose love can
be shown and lived out by the way we respond to the hope the birth of Jesus sets
before us.
Philip Davies

From the Parish Registers
We welcome into the family of the Church:
Alexander Paul Jackson
We congratulate on their recent wedding:
Curtis Tyler and Sarah Utton
We extend our thoughts and prayers to all those who are bereaved remembering
particularly the family and friends of:
Joan Elizabeth Smith Harry Wooding
Howell Owen Williams Cedric Brian Cunnington

For further information about all the services in our Benefice including
Collyweston and Easton-on-the-Hill visit: www.kingscliffe.church
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The Benefice of
King’s Cliffe, Bulwick & Blatherwycke and Laxton
Incumbent
Reverend Philip Davies
470314
Reader
David Teall
450407
Co-ordinator
Katy Evans (contact via Benefice Office)
Benefice Office
office@kingscliffe.church
479249
The office is open for general enquiries including baptisms and weddings
on Tuesdays from 10.00am to 12.30pm.
Churchwardens
King’s Cliffe

Felicity Thistlethwaite
Andrea Fern

470275
07970 151926

Bulwick & Blatherwycke

Alma O`Neill

450300

Laxton

Michael Harrison
Rupert Boyle

450362
450260

Church Services in December
All Saints and St James - King’s Cliffe
Wednesday 12 & 19
10:00
2 December
10:30
9 December
10:30
16 December
10:30
23 December
10:30
Christmas Eve
16:00
Christmas Eve
23:30
Christmas Day
10:30
30 December
10:30
* Children’s Groups (CHAOS)

Holy Communion
Benefice Communion*
Family Communion*
Family Communion*
Holy Communion
Crib Service
Midnight Mass
Family Communion
Family Communion

St Nicholas - Bulwick
2 December
5 December
16 December
Christmas Day

17:00
11:30
18:00
11:00

St Nicholas Christingle Service
Advent Communion then Soup
Carol Service
Carols followed by Communion

All Saints - Laxton
16 December

16:00

Carol Service
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Readings and Prayers for the Sundays in December
2 December
Advent Sunday

OT
Jeremiah 33 v14-16
NT
1 Thessalonians 3 v9-13
Gospel
Luke 21 v25-36
We pray for our Parish Priest, Reader, Churchwardens, PCC and Church Groups.
9 December
Second Sunday of Advent

OT
Baruch 5 v1-9
NT
Philippians 1 v3-11
Gospel
Luke 3 v1-6
We pray for the many things that we so often take for granted: the countryside,
trees, fields, hedges, wildlife and changing seasons.
16 December
Third Sunday of Advent

OT
Zephaniah 3 v14-20
NT
Philippians 4 v4-7
Gospel
Luke 3 v7-18
We pray for the local shops and for those who serve the community in this way;
for our village halls, parish centres, pubs and the club.
23 December
Fourth Sunday of Advent

OT
Micah 5 v2-5a
NT
Hebrews 10 v5-10
Gospel
Luke 1 v39-55
We pray for peace throughout the world: that all people may live in safety and
security, free from violence and with hope for the future.
30 December
NT
Colossians 3 v12-17
First Sunday of Christmas
Gospel
Luke 2 v41-52
We give thanks for the year that has passed and pray for the strength and wisdom
to use your many gifts for the benefit of all in the year to come.

Thank you
A very big thank you to the Collectors, Bundlers
and Distributors who have cheerfully given up their
free time to bring the Gazette to your door every
month throughout 2018.
David Teall (Editor)
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News from King’s Cliffe

Church Coffee Morning
A bright morning drew a very good number to the November Coffee Morning.
There was a lively buzz of conversation over coffee and delicious cakes and the
magnificent sum of £123.40 was raised for church funds. Our grateful thanks to
Sue and Richard Trow-Smith for allowing us to use their home, and for making us
feel so welcome. Thanks also to those who donated refreshments and raffle prizes.
The next Coffee Morning will be our Christmas Special at 10.30am on Wednesday
12th December at 14 Park Street. Do come along to enjoy conversation, singing
carols, sherry, coffee and mince pies.
Christine Ball

King’s Cliffe Ecumenical Women’s Fellowship Group
We were delighted to welcome Sue-Trow-Smith to our November meeting. She
spoke about her recent project regarding the blue roundels displayed in windows
around the village and explained how the information was gathered from the
census in 1911. We also enjoyed a presentation of the historical walk which took
place earlier this year and seeing old photographs of the village. Thank you so
much for such an interesting talk, Sue.
Our Christmas meal will be held on Thursday, 6th December at the Black Horse,
Nassington. Unless otherwise arranged, cars will be leaving from outside King’s
Cliffe Church at 12:15pm.
Christine Ball

Come and join

All Saints & St James Church Choir

Carol Singing around King’s Cliffe Village
Monday 17th December
Meet outside King’s Cliffe Shopper at 6.00pm
All are welcome to join us there
and as we make our way
around the village.
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News from King’s Cliffe

Bonfire and Fireworks
On the chilly evening of Sunday 28th October the village came together to enjoy
the Church Bonfire and Fireworks. The beautiful surrounds of the Rectory garden
once again played host to one of the biggest and best firework displays for miles
around. Hundreds of people poured in to watch the huge bonfire being lit, casting
a warm glow around the crowd. Sausage rolls, hot dogs and mulled wine were
enjoyed as the sky filled with spectacular colour and sound.
Our thanks for this amazing community event go to so many people: Philip and
Julia for lending us their home, Charles for the use of his field and building the
bonfire, Rob for the lights, the shops for selling tickets and Georgie and
Underground for making and decorating the gingerbread men. Finally, of course,
to Graham and the 1605 Fireworks team for the truly spectacular display!
Mandy Barber and Sally Bamford

Laid Back Ladies
There is no meeting this month at the Ex Servicemen’s Club as we will be going
out for our Christmas lunch at a local eatery. The date is Wednesday 19th
December at 12 noon for 12.30pm meal. It is important that members make
every effort to attend as it is hoped to discuss next year’s programme and make
future plans. We need to encourage more members to join our friendly group.
The ladies enjoy getting together and sharing experiences but more ladies are
required to develop the club. Diana is organising the lunch and anyone who
hasn’t confirmed their attendance or would like more information is asked to ring
her on 01780 470427.
Pat Hawkins

King’s Cliffe Gardeners’ Association
The meeting for December is a social evening open to members only. Watch out
for our new programme for 2019 which we’ll be announcing next month, and
we’ll be looking for new members - no experience or knowledge required!
Several interesting speakers have been booked and some good visits planned.
Gardening Tips for December: Check winter protection against frost is in place.
Insulate outdoor taps. Prune open-grown apples and pears (but not those trained
against walls). Take hardwood cuttings. Reduce watering of houseplants. Prune
acers, birches and vines before Christmas to avoid bleeding. Harvest leeks,
parsnips, winter cabbage, sprouts and remaining root crops. Deciduous trees and
shrubs can still be planted and transplanted.
Lindsay Kubicki
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News from King’s Cliffe

King’s Cliffe Parish Council
Grit Bins: Anyone can report an empty grit bin and the County Council will fill it as
soon as possible. Please be aware that some bins around the village will no longer
be the responsibility of the County Council and will be the responsibility of the
Parish Council. Please use salt sparingly from the grit bins. A tablespoon of salt
will treat an area of 1m². Thanks for your help in keeping supplies maintained in
bad weather and don’t forget grit is only for use on the public highway and
footways in the vicinity of the bin. It should never be taken from these bins for
use on private drives or paths. Please find below a list of all current NCC
maintained grit bins and those to be taken over by the by the Parish Council.
Hall Yard j/w Bridge Street – NCC Maintained
Fineshade Close j/w Daleswood Rise– NCC Maintained
Wood Lane / Fineshade Close – NCC Maintained
West Street / Wood Road Junction – KCPC Maintained
Kings Forest opposite school – NCC Maintained
Kings Forest in cul-de-sac - KCPC Maintained
Station Road / Park Street Junction – NCC Maintained
Bridge Street opposite 38 & bus stop - KCPC Maintained
Wansford Road j/w Park Street – NCC Maintained
Wansford Road - KCPC Maintained
Wansford Road out to County Boundary - KCPC Maintained
Kings Forest j/w Wood Road – NCC Maintained

Tips for Clearing Snow: It’s easier to move snow when it’s fresh and loose, so
clear it as soon as possible. Be careful where you move the snow to. Make sure
you don’t cover any drains or someone else’s path. Once you’ve cleared the snow,
spread table salt or de-icing salt to stop the area from refreezing. Don’t use salt
from salting bins as it is needed to keep the roads clear. If you don’t have enough,
use sand or ash instead – it won’t stop the cleared area from refreezing, but it
should provide some grip under foot. If it’s easy to do so, clear any snow off your
roof or patio overhang with an extendable brush (pulling the snow downwards
very slowly and carefully). Don’t get up on the roof as that can be dangerous. If
you have any vulnerable neighbours, remember to ask them if they need any
help: they may have difficulty clearing snow from their property themselves.
Don’t forget to travel with a shovel in case you get stuck whilst driving as grit bins
don’t usually have them in them! It’s always a good idea to pack a few additional
blankets in case you breakdown.
King’s Cliffe Parish Council would like to thank you all for your support during
2018 and wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a Prosperous New Year.
Tracey Green (Parish Clerk)
www.kingscliffeparishcouncil.co.uk 01780 470799 clerk@kingscliffeparishcouncil.co.uk
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News from King’s Cliffe

Celebrating King’s Cliffe Community Calendar 2019
Don’t miss out: you can now buy your 2019 Calendar from KC Shopper, KC Club,
Cross Keys, Church or Underground for only £5. The proceeds are in aid of
Underground. The Calendar celebrates scenes from around King’s Cliffe from
January to December representing the Top 12 Photos from the Half an Hour From
King’s Cliffe Competition which was held at the Produce Show in August.
Anne Mather

All the King’s Cliffe Men – Second Edition
The second edition of All the King’s Cliffe Men is now available at the King’s Cliffe
shop or from www.kingscliffeheritage.org. The new edition contains the stories of
an additional 50 King’s Cliffe men who served in WW1 and has more detail of the
actions of those who died. It contains new photographs and is 77 pages longer
than the first edition but is still at the original price of £15.
Mike Herring

Oundle and District Choral Society Concert
You are cordially invited to our Christmas concert on Saturday 8th December at St
Peter’s Church, Oundle. The concert will include Handel’s Messiah, Part 1, as well
as Howard Goodall’s Love Divine, Sweelink’s Hodie Christus Natus Est and Rutter’s
There is a flower. Tickets £10 available from Oundle Festival Box Office or on the
door. We are fortunate enough to be able to hire professional soloists for our
concerts and this year we will be conducted by Jenny Firth who has kindly stepped
in during John Arkell’s absence. Please contact me on 01780 470646 for further
information or see our website.
Tessa Leuchars

Walking for Health
Our group, which meets every Friday morning for a local walk, continues to grow
from strength to strength. Over fifty people have now signed up and we regularly
get between fifteen and twenty attending. Some members have volunteered to
map out new routes outside our normal area around Nassington – we have
recently done a lovely walk in King’s Cliffe following the old railway track. It is
hoped that, over time, we will be able to venture along other different pathways,
but to comply with health and safety these have to be assessed to make sure
there are no pitfalls or unassailable difficulties. The walks are supposed to be
pleasurable, not an assault course!
Anyone is most welcome to join the group. Please contact Robert Phipps on
01780 782558 for further information and to confirm the start point. Normally
this is the Black Horse at 11.00am on Fridays, but from time to time different
venues are used.
Wendy Spencer
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Transition King’s Cliffe

Transition King’s Cliffe for environment and community
Christmas Fair: We are all set to make Sunday 2nd December a
Christmas Fair to remember! Our village choir will be singing as
well as live music from local band The Weekenders. King’s Cliffe
brewery are running the bar, hot food is being served and the
Green Backyard are back with their delicious cakes for the cafe.
With over 30 artists and craftspeople, you will be
able to find that Christmas gift: from mugs and
artists calendars, woven baskets and chopping
boards to herbal teas and gingerbread houses,
we’ve got it all! And because our focus is on high
quality locally made products, you know that you
are supporting local craftspeople this Christmas.
Make the most of the free entry:
Avoid the Shopping Mall, come to the Village Hall!
Wildplaces: In November we attacked the regrowth in the railway cutting by
Meadow Bridge. Despite the lunchtime downpour great progress was made with
help from the Community Payback team. Hopefully we will see the wildflowers
spreading next spring as most of the ash has now been cleared.

We will take a break from the public work parties in December but work will be
taking place on our major winter project elsewhere. Watch this space for exciting
news in the New Year. Huge thanks to all our volunteers for their efforts this
year: our environment and wildlife thanks you!
Community Orchard: Work parties will continue throughout the winter from
1.00pm until 3.00pm on the first Saturday of each month. Please come along and
help nurture our slowly maturing orchard.
Minibus: The Transition Minibus has availability for group outings, parties etc at
non-profit rates!. Contact mikehenchy19@gmail.com for bookings.
Contact: If you want more information about any of our activities or want to get
involved, please get in touch: info@transitionkingscliffe.org.uk
www.transitionkingscliffe.org.uk Transition Kings Cliffe
Charles Tomalin

Please note the Closing Date for the
January Edition is 10th December.
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The Way We Were

The Way We Were
‘Christmas is a-coming in’ in the words of a well-known carol, and this prompted
me to look back through old newspaper extracts to find any references to carol
singing here in Cliffe.
The Peterborough Standard on Christmas Eve 1935 printed this reminiscence
from an un-named correspondent under the heading ‘King’s Cliffe Christmas in
the Past’:
“I remember the time when Christmas was celebrated in the grand old style here.
Mr George Close trained the carol singers from the Congregational Church and the
late Mr H E Dixon was in charge of All Saints’ carol singers. The combined
singers numbering from 70 to 80 met at the Cross and also near “Rockbourne” in
Park Street, and the singing of well-known hymns and carols was a musical treat.
Thirty-five years ago, the King’s Cliffe Brass Band of 24 players came round early
on Christmas Eve and on Christmas Day, playing carols. Forty-five years ago,
raffles took place for turkeys, geese, ducks, fowls and sausages. Fifty years ago,
many would dance until the early hours of the morning to the strains of a fiddle,
concertina or piano. When King’s Cliffe was a very prosperous village, farmers
would give their employees, often with large families, big joints of meat; in fact,
some of them killed a fat bullock for the occasion. They would also have a special
brew of beer for all who wished them a ‘Merry Christmas’. King’s Cliffe has always
been noted for its charities, and at Christmas many parishioners benefit by them.”
Carolling and other Christmas entertainment was also reported in the Stamford &
Rutland News of 31st December 1929:
“CAROLLERS: The members of the King’s Cliffe Parish Church choir sang carols
in the village on Christmas Eve. On Christmas Day the choir boys were entertained
to tea by Mrs Burns-Lindow [who lived at Manor House]. After tea all enjoyed
the games and pulling of crackers. In the Parish Church carol service, solos were
sung by Walter Walpole, H. Giddings, D. Smith, R. Giddings, Mr T. Smith and Mr
L. Cook.
“TEA AND ENTERTAINMENT: A tea and entertainment splendidly organised
by Mrs Burns-Lindow and a committee was held at the Village Hall on December
19th. Upwards of 130 sat down to tea. For the subsequent entertainment, the hall
was crowded. The programme consisted of a song by children; song pictures, solos,
duets, quartettes, and pianoforte solos and humorous songs by Mesdames Salt and
Skinner, and Messrs Hollingsworth, Salt, W. Skinner, J. Kerfoot and J. A. Ellis.
The schoolboys who took part were George Sauntson, R. Tully, J. Giddings, J.
Tebbutt, A Harker, A. Giddings, J. Fenn, S. Smith, D. Giddings and A. Kirby. The
entertainment concluded with a farce, “The Bath Room Door”, in which the
following played their parts to perfection: Mr and Mrs W. Skinner, Mrs Burdett,
Mr J. Kerfoot, Mr J. Smith and Miss Phyllis Salt. The gross takings amounted to
over £13.”
Time now to ‘Wish you a Merry Christmas’ in 2018!
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Sue Trow-Smith

Announcements

Free, independent and confidential
Come and see us at All Saints and St James Church, King’s Cliffe
on the last Friday of every month from 9.00 to 10.00am
in respect of Welfare Benefits (Social Security Law) and Debts.
Referrals can be made to our Housing
and Immigration Teams.
For further details or to arrange an appointment please contact our
Rushden Office 01933 313020
Registered Charity 1128718

Member of Advice UK

Food Basket
There is a Food Basket at the back of the church in King’s Cliffe. Donations
of any non-perishable food can be added to the basket. If you are in need
of any extra food please help yourself.
The Church Office can now issue vouchers for the Stamford Foodbank.
They are able to provide 3 days worth of emergency food for individuals
and families in financial crisis.

Community Café
at King’s Cliffe Parish Church
8.45am to 11.00am every Friday
Pop in to enjoy a coffee or tea, some delicious
home-baked goods and a friendly chat.
Everyone welcome
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News from Bulwick and Blatherwycke

St Nicholas Church, Bulwick
The Good Pumpkin Event: The event took place in the church on Monday 29th
October, with ‘Patch the Good Pumpkin’ presiding over the exhibits. The winners
are as follows: Izzy Dobbs took the prize for the Funniest, Charlie and Henry Deans
exhibit of the Best Dressed Pumpkin complete with tartan cap and red haired wig
took the prize for Best Dressed and the Best Carved overall prize was awarded to
Annette Wilson. A good effort by all, festive refreshments were served during the
evening and enjoyed by all. Thanks to all who took part, those who helped with
the display and the ladies who provided the refreshments.
Service of Remembrance: The annual service at St Nicholas for the parishes of
Laxton, Bulwick and Blatherwycke was well attended. The retiring offertory
collection amounted to £185.87 and will be donated to The Royal British Legion.
Coffee, Cake and Crafts: On Saturday 1st December a Coffee, Cake and Crafts
event will take place at St Nicholas between 10.30am and 12.30pm. The crafts
will be items that have been produced throughout the year as part of the Dress A
Girl Around the World sessions and will include exceptionally beautiful quilts,
knitted items, soft toys, girls dresses, and much more. Get ahead with Christmas
gifts and come along and see what you can find. All proceeds from the craft stall
will be donated to The Children’s Society and King’s Cliffe Underground facility
and those from the refreshments to the Village Centre. Parishioners can help
with the Christmas Tree decorations and there will be Christmas Cards for
youngsters to decorate. You can also purchase a Christmas Quiz sheet for just £1.
All entries to be in by 31st December and a cash prize will be awarded to the
winner. So come along and meet up with neighbours and friends and get in the
festive spirit. No admission fee.
Dress A Girl Around the World Project: There will be no session in December but
we will re-commence sessions on the third Monday of the month at the Village
Centre starting on Monday 21st January 2019. We shall be at the Coffee, Cake
and Crafts on 1st December and at King’s Cliffe Transition Christmas Fair on 2nd
December selling an assortment of items including quilts, knitted jumpers, soft
toys and much more.
Advent mid-week Holy Communion: The annual mid-week Holy Communion
takes place at 11:30am on Wednesday 5th December in St Nicholas. After the
service we will have a light lunch of soup, bread and cheese served in the church.
If you cannot attend the service but would like to join us for refreshments please
come along from 12:15 onwards; you will be welcome.
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News from Bulwick, Blatherwycke and Laxton
Carol Singing Around the Village: Since 2005 a loyal group of carol singers have
diligently walked around the village to sing carols and raise money for local
charities raising a total of £2,646.43. There will be no carol singing this year as we
need to take a year off, but no doubt we will be back in 2019.
Thank you: Many thanks to all who assist in the many tasks that need doing in
order to keep the church and churchyards in Bulwick and Blatherwycke in good
order: those who help with the church cleaning and maintenance; the flower
arrangers; those who provide refreshments; the clock winder; the bell ringers;
those who deliver the Gazettes and not forgetting those who ‘keep watch’ and
help to make the church secure. Have a Joyous Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Alma O’Neill, Churchwarden (450300)

Laxton Village Hall
As Christmas fast approaches we are all looking forward to our ever popular
Traditional Annual Christmas Lunch on Sunday 2nd December. It’s a lovely
community affair with all the trimmings. Tickets have long since sold out - so get
in early next year! With our Film night and Christmas Bazaar all within a week we
have a very busy start to December! Please do come along to enjoy our events
and support your Village Hall. We are a very small village and everyone can play a
part in keeping our community together, not just the Hall Committee. It’s our
fundraising that pays the bills, keeps the doors open and the Hall available to all.
Here’s what’s happening at Laxton Village Hall this month:
Film Night: We shall be showing Mamma Mia! Here we go again (Cert PG) at
7.30pm on Tuesday 4th December, five years after the events of Mamma Mia! In
this musical romantic comedy packed with the brilliant 70’s songs of Abba, Sophie
grapples with running her mother’s villa while also expecting her first child and
worries that she won’t be able to handle everything on her own, so she enlists
two of her mother’s friends for assurance, help and guidance. Along the way, she
learns more about her mother’s past and faces a surprise visit from someone
she’s never met: her own grandmother. Starring Amanda Seyfried, Meryl Streep,
Pierce Brosnan, Colin Firth, Stellan Skarsgärd, and Christine Baranski.
Christmas Bazaar & Coffee Morning: On Saturday 8th December from 10.00am
to 1.00pm we shall once again be holding a Christmas Bazaar at this month’s
Coffee Morning with a number of select Handmade Craft, Card and Gift stalls.
Some beautiful, individual and truly different items, just in time for Christmas.
Please tell your family and friends and support both us and our Traders if you can.
Janet and Carole are hosting for us and we will be serving Bacon Rolls, Mince Pies
and Mulled Wine as well as Cakes and Bakes.
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News from Laxton
It is usually a busy Morning so, if you can help on the day or are able to donate a
cake or bake any festive treats please get in touch; we would appreciate that.
Book Club: This month’s meeting at 7.00pm on Tuesday 11th December is a
Christmas meal and social evening at the Queen’s Head, Bulwick. The book for
discussion is Reservoir 13 by Jon McGregor. New members are always welcome.
It’s always a very social evening with plenty of lively debate and discussion. To
join or for more information, please contact John McCrone on 01780 450782.
Christmas Open Studios in Laxton: During the weekend of 1st and 2nd December
artists Sam Marshall and Claire Morris Wright will be opening their studio and
home. They will be selling handmade Christmas cards, linocuts, etchings and
paintings just in time for Christmas! Look out for the signs in Laxton to direct you
and join them for a glass of fizz and a mince pie.
We are now compiling a list of hosts and helpers for Coffee Mornings in 2019. Can
you help? There is always someone from the Committee on hand and it’s a great
way to meet both our own villagers, friends and others from nearby too. Please
get in touch if you can. Perhaps you have an idea and would like to organise your
own fund raiser for our Hall or your own event for a Charity? The hire rate is very
reasonable. Please contact Tim on 01780 450005 to discuss. Finally the
Committee would like to thank everyone who has been involved for their help
throughout the year and wish you all a very Happy Christmas and a Peaceful New
Year. We look forward to your continued help and support for 2019.
Tim Gilbert (Chairman Laxton Village Hall)

Remembrance of the Fallen at Spanhoe
I would like to thank everyone for their very kind and generous donations. I am
pleased to say that a total of £150 was received. Twenty pounds of the donations
was used to purchase the poppy wreath from the British Legion and this was duly
laid by Vaughn Winter on behalf of Laxton during the very well attended
ceremony at the Spanhoe Memorial on Sunday 11th November. I have sent a
cheque for the remaining £130 to the Commonwealth War Graves Commission.
With very many thanks.
Vivien Harvey

Please note the Closing Date for the
January Edition is 10th December.
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Underground Centre

Underground Centre (Lower Floor Village Hall)
We’ve nearly reached the end of the calendar year and the end of our Target 10
campaign. In January we set out to raise £10,000 to celebrate our 10th birthday
year. Across the year we’ve undertaken fundraising events, received donations
from some very kind individuals and organisations, seen people take part in
sponsored events on our behalf … and we’ve sold a lot of cakes along the way! As
I type here in November there’s still some weeks to go until the end of the year
and we have a few events still to do so I can’t reveal a grand total until January.
But, for all those on social media, an announcement will be made on Dec 19th
before Underground closes for our Christmas break. Even without a total to hand,
Underground has taken great encouragement from all the community support
this year - thank you!
Thank you to everyone who came along to our Spooky Snacktacular event in
October. It was a very happy morning filled with food, glue, paint and fun!
Underground welcomed Atomic Science to the Village Hall
in November when thirty youngsters aged from 5 to 10
came along to enjoy a number of science experiments.
We hope to make this a regular feature in our calendar of
events next year.
We’re looking forward now to our Lunch with Santa event on 9th December.
The Sewing Bee has been a huge success over the last 8 weeks. 25 people aged
12 to 70 have come together at various points along the way to sew 100 bags, all
made from donated material. With the amazing partnership from ShooSo, we not
only achieved the 100 bag target ahead of time but have been so inspired by the
community spirit the project has brought about that we’re not stopping! We are
selling the bags at the Transition Fair on December 2nd so do come and see us.
All monies raised will go towards Underground’s target. From January we will be
setting ourselves another challenge with monies raised going to another of our
community groups. A big thank you to everyone who has got behind this project
in any way. What a great example of a community supporting its community this
project is proving to be! If you’d like to come and join in, the Sewing Bee will
open again in January on Thursday evenings from 7.30 to 9.00pm at Underground.
All welcome!
Underground will be closed from December 21st to January 7th. Happy Christmas
from us all.
Katy Weeks (undergroundcentre@hotmail.co.uk)
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Communicare

Communicare
The general patients’ meeting took place on 28th November, too late for copy
deadlines for this issue; a full report will appear in a later publication. We are still
awaiting confirmation of the donation from the recent band concert but hopefully
this information will be available to publish early in the new year.
The Social Group’s Coffee Mornings are now suspended until February 2019 but
their post-Christmas lunch is scheduled to take place on Friday 11th January at
the Cross Keys Inn, King’s Cliffe. Places are limited and will be allocated on firstcome-first-served basis. Further details can be obtained from Clare on 01780
470437 or email: superfoguk@aol.com.
As this report is somewhat curtailed it has given the opportunity to pass on some
information from the recently published practice newsletter – patients can collect
when visiting the surgeries, or it can be viewed online at the practice website.
One of the topics of the latest issue deals with the subject of a ‘training practice’.
There is a lot of misconception around having an appointment with a ‘trainee’.
They are qualified doctors serving a period of time in general practice. They often
have a lot of experience in certain areas as they will have worked on hospital
wards, for example gynaecology, care of the elderly, etc. They are supervised so
will sometimes get the benefit of a senior doctor during a consultation and they
tend to have longer slots so that they are not rushed.
A training practice is a learning organisation that gives GP Registrars experience in
general practice but can also offer educational opportunities to other primary
care professionals including hospital doctors, medical students, nurses and health
service administration staff. Wansford surgery has been a training practice since
around 1980 providing training for GP Registrars and Foundation 2 Doctors. Over
60 GPs have completed their training many of whom now run their own practices
and a further 20 have gained GP experience but are now working in hospitals.

The training team at Wansford consists of GP trainers – Drs Tahar, Nally, and
Hamilton with Drs Odedra and Baker being associate trainers. Other doctors in
the practice are involved with training but are overseen by one of the trainers
who are members of the Royal College of GPs and attend an approved course for
up to a year.
Every three years the practice is assessed for re-approval by a team of medical
educationalists from the Eastern Deanery in Cambridge who look at a whole range
of standards of care and teaching within the practice.
Wendy Spencer
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Nature Notes

Nature Notes for November and December
On clear, bright days when the sky is blue it’s a great opportunity to watch the
graceful flight of the red kites that are such regular visitors over our villages. They
are mainly scavengers and tend to hunt not far above the rooftops. There you
can really appreciate the striking markings and watch the skilful flight navigation
as they angle their tails to adjust flight. Their wings barely seem to move and yet
they cover huge distances so quickly.

Around this area they are thriving and have a plentiful food supply, particularly
from road kill such as pheasants, partridges, badgers and the occasional deer. In
other places they will happily scavenge amongst refuse.
Because we see them so frequently there is a tendency to take their graceful
soaring for granted. Yet, not so long ago, it would have been exceptional to see
them at all. Numbers had dwindled to almost nothing and they were mainly
restricted to a few breeding pairs in mid-Wales. As a young wildlife enthusiast it
was my ambition to visit Wales to see one. I was very lucky and did manage to
see a single red kite at some distance away, soaring above the hills. How lucky
are we now?
The milder than normal weather seems to be keeping most birdlife away from the
garden feeders. Whilst the regular suspects like blue tits, great tits and
goldfinches are ever present, other species are defined by their absence. No
doubt there is more food easily available along the hedgerows than usual and
they will come to visit when we get a cold snap.
Wasps are everywhere around the outside of the house and they continue to be
very active. They are particularly obvious at dusk when the house lights are on
and they are attracted to the windows.
As the last golden and orange leaves drop from the trees we must now reconcile
ourselves to the fact that winter will soon be with us. At least it becomes much
easier to see the birds in the trees.
Fledgling
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St Nicholas Church, Bulwick

Coffee, Cake and Crafts
Saturday 1st December 10.30am to 12.30pm
Come along and buy some fabulous Christmas Gifts
produced at our Dress A Girl Around the World sessions.

● Quilts ● Knitted items ● Soft Toys ● Girls’ Dresses ●
and much more
All proceeds from the craft stall will be donated to
The Children’s Society and King’s Cliffe Underground and
those from the refreshments to the Village Centre.
More information on page 12

Laxton Village Hall
Film Night

Tuesday 4th Dec 7.30pm
Admission on the door £5
For enquires call Noel Jessop 01780 450273
Freshly brewed Coffee, Refreshments & Licensed Bar
19
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All Saints Church, Laxton
Mike Harrison
will perform a candlelit reading of

A Christmas
Carol
by Charles Dickens
come and listen to a truly scary
Christmas Ghost Story
at 4.00pm on Saturday 8th December
with mince pies and mulled wine
Ticket price £10 or £1 for children under 12
Tickets available from Mike & Heather Harrison on 01780 450362
Email: maharrison539@btinternet.com
heatherlindaharrison@gmail.com
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Laxton Village Hall

Christmas Bazaar
Handmade Crafts, Gifts,
Toys, Cards & Games

& Coffee Morning
Free admission
*Mince Pies * Mulled Wine*
*Cakes* and *Bacon Rolls*

10.00-1.00pm
Sat 8 December
th

Details from Tim on 01780 450005
Merry Christmas
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Looking Ahead

From the team that brought you “My Fair Lady”,
“Oliver!”, “Allo! Allo!”, “Dracula” and “Honk!”

The King’s Cliffe Players
Present

Peter Pan – The Panto
This is The Peter Pan production to see this season.

Cabaret seating and waiter service bar
Performance dates: Feb 21st to 23rd 2019 Matinee on 23rd
Feb 28th to March 2nd 2019
Tickets are £8 for adults, £5 for children and the matinee
on sale now at www.KingsCliffePlayers.co.uk
and The King’s Cliffe Shopper from 26th Nov
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King’s Cliffe Club
December Entertainment
Saturday 1st - Film Polar Express - 12.30
Saturday 1st- Ramshackle Serenade
Come along and Rock n Roll with a Twist
Saturday 8th - The Steradents
Friday 14th - The Yarwell & Nassington Brass Band - 7.30
Christmas Carols, Mince Pies Mulled wine/cider
Saturday 15th - King’s Cliffe Club Quiz 8pm
1st Prize £50 2nd Prize £30 3rd Prize £20
Max 6 per team. £1 per person entry
Sunday 16th - Children’s Christmas Party 3-5pm
Members’ children £2 non-members £5
To book a place see a member of the bar staff
Monday 17th - Folk Night at Club from 8pm
Wednesday 19th - Film Elf 16.30
Friday 21st - Film: The Grinch 16.30
Monday 31st - New Year’s Eve Disco
Films free to Members children £2.00 for non-members
(covers cost of popcorn hotdogs and ice-cream)

We still have Fizz Fridays and a very well
stocked Gin Bar!!
Music from 9.00pm
Bingo every Sunday evening from 8.00pm
New members welcome! C.I.U Affiliated
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King’s Cliffe & Area Old Blokes’ Club
A Club primarily for older men who believe they are an Old Bloke
Regular programme includes:•
•
•
•

Lunch meeting with speaker first Monday cost £5 (Mike Herring)
Visit place of interest middle Monday cost £10 to £15 (Mike Herring)
Get Fitter group each Wednesday morning 10.00am cost £3 (Ian Cooke)
Walking Football each Monday afternoon 3.00pm cost £3 ( Ian Cooke)

The Get Fitter group caters for all levels of existing fitness.
All meetings at King’s Cliffe Active Sports Field.
No membership fees.
No obligation to attend regularly.
To get regular details of club activities send your e mail address to Mike Herring.

Mike Herring – mikedot1@btinternet.com
Ian Cooke – iecooke_84@yahoo.com
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THE CROSS KEYS INN
2 West Street, King’s Cliffe, PE8 6XA.
01780 470276
Website: crosskeyskingscliffe.uk

Under New Ownership
Food now served daily
New à la carte restaurant open for bookings
New menu range available daily
Happy Hour every day from 6.00pm-7.00pm - £3.00 per pint

Sunday-Thursday 11.00am - Midnight
Friday-Saturday 10.00am - 1.00am
À la carte ● Bar Menu ● Breakfast Menu ● Bottomless Brunch ● Fixed Price Menu
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Village Pizzas

KING’S CLIFFE
BAKERY

Open Tue – Sat for
Collection 4.30pm – 10pm
or Delivery 6pm till 10pm

68 WEST STREET
KING’S CLIFFE
Tel: 01780 470205

01780
784587

DOOR TO DOOR DELIVERIES

SHOP HOURS
7AM TO 12 NOON
MONDAY TO SATURDAY

View our Menu at
www.villagepizzas.co.uk

WHOLESALE AVAILABLE
PHONE FOR PRICE LIST
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K.C. PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
KING’S CLIFFE

Yoink
Engineering

• Extensions, Renovations,

Hand-crafted wrought ironwork

Conversions etc.
• Repointing, Patios, Paving.
• Stonework, Brickwork,
Garden Walls.
• Groundworks & Footings.
• Digger Hire & Driver.
• Plastering.
• Interior & Exterior Decorating.

• Bespoke Iron Beds, Chairs and
Tables
• Made to Measure Gates &
Railings
• Leaded Lights Repair, Re-crafting
• Window Bars, Ornamental/
Security
• Security Gates, Industrial or
Domestic
• Sand Blasting

FOR FREE QUOTATIONS PLEASE CALL

KEVIN CUNNINGTON
07946 139754 or 01780 470881

Call Rich to discuss your project.
Mobile: 07950 797890
Office: 01780 322223
richrhodeslewis@gmail.com

MATT CZEREMSZNSKY
07984 956947

Are your carpets and upholstery in need of a freshen up?
Look no further!
Fully trained and insured to clean carpets and upholstery
for both domestic and commercial clients.
Colin Smith is local to the area and can give you a
competitive quote today.
Don’t hesitate, give him a ring on
01780 471015 or 07919857311
Email: mysmartcarpet@yahoo.co.uk
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Martin James

The Village Sweep
Your local chimney sweeping service.
Stove repairs: rope seals, firebricks etc.

Certificates issued.

Fully insured.
07749 438567
01780 470275
mhj1@btinternet.com

R E Newton Ltd (Nassington)
SPECIALIST CARPENTRY JOINERY & BUILDING WORK
The Complete Refurbishment Specialist

 Internal alterations to Extensions
 Listed & Period Building Specialist
 Hand Made Kitchens to your design and colour
 Built in Wardrobes to cupboards/bookcases
 Purpose made joinery – windows and doors
Est. Since 1989
www.renewton.com

Email: Edward@renewton.wanadoo.co.uk

Tel: Daytime 07831 256087 Evening 01780 782704
FOR ALL YOUR CARPENTRY AND BUILDING NEEDS
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First Class Sewing
Tel: 07762 771290
• Beautiful bespoke curtains,

pelmets, roman blinds, cushion
covers, upholstery, lampshades
and soft furnishings to enhance
your home.
• Free design consultancy for
fabrics, curtain poles, lining
types, fittings and interiors.
• Sourcing and supply of fabrics
and samples.
• Clothing and curtain alterations.
• Garment making.
We offer a free collection and
delivery service.
www.firstclasssewing.co.uk

Bespoke picture
framing
Oils, watercolour, textiles, etc.
Large or small.
Contact:

FELICITY THISTLETHWAITE

m: 07943 127979
t: 01780 470275

e: fthistlethwaite@
rocketmail.com

Adult sewing classes
Do you love sewing but not sure where to start?
Would you like to learn?
Whether you’ve never used a sewing machine before, or you have tried a
few sewing projects and want to improve and further your sewing skills,
ShooSo by Lucia offers a selection of sewing workshops for you.
Workshops are held in the light and airy community room at King’s Cliffe Active
and all fabrics and equipment are included in the prices.
Christmas workshops:
• Christmas bunting.
• Advent calendar.
• Christmas stockings.
For more info visit www.ShooSo.co.uk or email lucia.hyams@gmail.com
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MAN AND VAN
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Large items collected and delivered.
(D.I.Y Stores and Furniture)
Appliance delivery. (White goods)
Student moves.
Pallet deliveries.
Local and national service.
Domestic and commercial customers
welcome.
All vehicle sizes available and tailored
to your requirements.
Competitive prices.
Goods in transit insurance of up to
£50,000.

earn to drive
with Karen
King’s Cliffe and the
surrounding area.
Peterborough and the
surrounding area.

Karen Newton
Approved Driving Instructor
(ADI)

For a quote contact Nick on
07860 520470 or
Email: nickg@rnvans.com

karennewton144@gmail.com
07850 487929

PETER RIDDINGTON LANDSCAPING
We install Patios, Driveways, Ponds, Stone Walls,
Decking and Fencing.
We plant Trees and shrubs and offer a complete
Garden Maintenance.

We supply and lay turf or grass seed with lawn management.
Garden design service provided.

Contact Peter Riddington today for a free quotation
Telephone: 01780 783004
Mobile 07860 962068
Email: peter@peterriddington.co.uk
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ManageMe.com
Executive Assistant Services and
Business Administration Solutions
ATTENTION BUSINESS OWNERS!
Does administration distract you?
ManageMe.com offers bespoke
admin and Executive Assistant
solutions allowing you to focus on
doing what you do best.
Contact us to discuss your
requirements, no task is too big or
too small

07867 537504
Facebook: @DelegationServices

“Supporting Local Business
to do Business”

Est:1994

Providing 20 Years Of Professional Dj’s & Equipment Hire For
Weddings And Special Occasions.
Dj Service – Equipment Hire – D.I.Y Disco’s – Festoon Lighting – Starcloth Backdrops
Laser Systems External & Internal LED Venue Lighting - Fairy Lighting – Effects Lighting
Illuminating Dance Floors – Chequered Dance Floors – Bubble, Snow & Foam Machines
For more details or a free quotation please get in touch
01780 470 983
07751 093 427
www.strobediscoroadshow.co.uk
info@strobediscoroadshow.co.uk
Facebook: Strobe Disco Roadshow
Instagram: strobediscoroadshow
Elm Close, Sovereign Grange, King’s Cliffe
Company Owner & Dj : Robert Giddings
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Andy Kemp




Computer Support
Web Site Design
User Training

Specialising in Home
Users, Home Workers and
Small Businesses.
01832 720522
07738 274383
andy.kemp@mail.com
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E.M.DORMAN
FUNERAL DIRECTOR Dip.F.D.
A family concern
giving a 24 hour
personal service to all areas

JOHN & JANE PAIGE
specialise in
wildlife, plants,
landscapes and portraits
The Manor House
King’s Cliffe
Tel: 01780 470247
Fax: 01780 470334

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST
Golden Charter
Pre-Paid Plans Available
Tel: Uppingham
01572 823976

01832
272269

CROWSONS
D.W. Gunn DipFD

01832
272269

A FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS
SERVING THE COMMUNITY
FOR OVER ONE HUNDRED YEARS
• Caring personal attention
• Chapels of rest
• 24 hour service to all areas
• Flowers and catering available
• Memorials
• Advice on Golden Charter pre-payment Schemes

BARNWELL, OUNDLE, PETERBOROUGH, PE8 5PS
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King’s Cliffe Village Hall

Yoga For You
For Core Strength
and Calm

Tuesdays
2.30 - 3.30
Over 60s
Keep Fit

Mon: 10.30 Laxton Village Hall, NN17 3AT.
7.30pm King’s Cliffe Memorial Hall, PE8 6XD.
Tue: 5.45 & 7pm Wansford Christie Hall, PE8 6JS.
Wed: 7pm Bulwick Village Centre, NN17 3DY.
Thur: 10am Wansford Christie Hall.
4.30 Gentle/Chair and 6.30 Hatha Yoga at
Easton-on-the-Hill Village Hall, PE9 3NN.

For better strength, stamina,
balance & coordination.
Call Mandy Glen
01780 470221 / 07949 736505

Beginners Welcome at all classes.
Yoga for Relaxation (Book in advance)
£5 first class passes or ‘Drop In’ 1-1 sessions
for beginners or Yoga Therapy.
Penny Taylor - Full Dip & Advanced Tutor

(Also for the less able of any age)

pennyyoga@yahoo.co.uk 07960267986

Anxious? Stressed?
No Confidence?
Unfulfilled? Trapped?
Lacking Inspiration?
Feeling Lost? In a Rut?

Hypnosis and
Therapy
to

Rediscover Your Fun
and Vitality
Call Me Now

Bernice Hardwick
Tel: 01780 678565

bernice@seechanges.co.uk
www.seechanges.co.uk
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Melanie’s

Qualified Hairdresser
92 West Street, King’s Cliffe
Tel: 01780 470371
MANICURES & PEDICURES

Shampoo & Sets
Blow Drying
Permanent Tinting
Semi Colouring
Perming
High & Low Lights
Wet Cuts
Dry Cuts

CND Shellac - 2 weeks + wear
CND Vinylux - 1 week + wear
EYEBROW WAXING AND TINTING
Qualified and insured
FACEBOOK: Beauty.Rebekah
mobilebeautybyrebekah@outlook.com

MOBILE: 07581 565977
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Simba’s Den Day Nursery
Main Street, Bulwick, NN17 3DY

Outstanding homely childcare in an idyllic countryside location
Open all year Monday to Friday 8am-6pm
Fully funded 2 and 3 year old places available.
Pre-school led by an early year’s professional.
Close links to all schools.
Weekly Ballet lessons from 2 years.
Weekly forest school sessions at Fineshade wood.
Lovely large outside area.
Telephone: 01780 450937
Email/Web: info@simbasden.co.uk www.simbasden.co.uk

Early years education for children aged 2 - 4

Growing a Love for Learning
King’s Cliffe Endowed Pre-school offers the highest
standards of care and play opportunities to children
aged 2 to 4 years.
Our ethos is to nurture and establish our children’s love
for learning and exploration by providing the best
possible experiences and opportunities.

King’s Cliffe Endowed
Pre-School,
Kings Forest, King’s Cliffe,
PE8 6XS.

For more information please contact the School Office
on 01780 470259 or email
katy.evans@kingscliffeschool.co.uk

We offer sessions that
run from 9.00am until 3.00pm.
Please visit our website at www.kingscliffeschool.co.uk for
more information about our wonderful Pre-School.
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Diary
December
1&2
Open Studios
1 Dec
Coffee, Cake and Crafts
1 Dec
Orchard Workparty
1 Dec
Messy Church
2 Dec
Transition Christmas Fair
2 Dec
Laxton Christmas Lunch
3 Dec
Informal Prayer & Reflection
4 Dec
Film Night Mamma Mia
5 Dec
Evergreen Club
6 Dec
Women’s Fellowship Meal
7 Dec
Christmas Fair
8 Dec
Xmas Bazaar & Coffee Morning
8 Dec
Reading of A Christmas Carol
8 Dec
Christmas Concert
10 Dec Old Blokes’ Club Talk
11 Dec Laxton Book Club
12 Dec KC Church Coffee Morning
12 Dec KCGA Social Night
13 Dec KC Parish Council Meeting
17 Dec Carol Singing around KC
19 Dec Laid Back Ladies Meal
January
11 Jan
Communicare Lunch

10:00-16:00
10:30-12:30
13:00-15:00
15:30-17:00
11:00-16:00
13:00
20:00
19:30
14:00
12:15 pickup
17:00-19:00
10.00-13.00
16:00
19:30
11:00
19:00
10:30-12:00
19:30
19:30
18:00
12:00

Main Street, Laxton
Parish Church, Bulwick
Community Orchard, KC
Underground, KC
Village Hall, KC
Village Hall, Laxton
Parish Church, KC
Village Hall, Laxton
The Club, KC
Parish Church, KC
Endowed School, KC
Village Hall, Laxton
Parish Church, Laxton
Parish Church, Oundle
KC Active, KC
Queen’s Head, Bulwick
14 Park Street, KC
KC Active, KC
KC Active, KC
Meet at Shopper, KC
To be confirmed
Cross Keys, KC

Please note the Closing Date for the
January Edition is 10th December.
Gazette Contacts
You are requested to make contact by Email whenever possible.
Editor (Articles, News and Events): David Teall, gazette@kingscliffe.church
Commercial Advertising: Andrea Fern, andrea.fern@avus-consulting.co.uk
Hand-written contributions can be left in the box at the back of King’s Cliffe church.
The Closing Date for all copy is the 15th of the previous month.
The Gazette is published by All Saints and St James Church, King’s Cliffe
as a service to the community. It is written, edited and distributed by
volunteers from all three parishes. An electronic version is available here:
www.kingscliffe.church/gazette

