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From the Parish Priest 

Less Formal Gatherings for  

Prayer and Reflection 

We have regular Sunday opportunities for worship throughout the year in 

each Parish Church across the Benefice.  These are mainly services of Holy 

Communion but also Services of the Word, Evening Services, Carol Services 

and special services for significant times like Remembrance Sunday. 

Currently there are fewer opportunities for more informal gatherings for 

prayer and reflection.  To this end, from October we will begin a twice-

monthly mid-week evening gathering.  The format will include time for 

quiet and prayer, and for readings and music.  Each gathering will last 

about 30 to 45 minutes with tea or coffee to follow. 

I am looking to begin these on Thursday 4th October with the second one 

on Monday 15th October, both at 8.00pm in King’s Cliffe Church.  I hope 

that, once established, we could also hold these gatherings in other 

churches across the Benefice.                                                          Philip Davies 

From the Parish Registers 

We welcome into the family of the Church: 

Joshua David Varty 

We extend our thoughts and prayers to all those who are bereaved 

remembering particularly the family and friends of: 

Tony Smith 

John Alexander Richard Grove 

Food Basket 
There is a Food Basket at the back of the church in King’s Cliffe.  Donations 
of any non-perishable food can be added to the basket.  If you are in need 

of any extra food please help yourself. 

The Church Office can now issue vouchers for the Stamford Foodbank.  
They are able to provide 3 days worth of emergency food for individuals 

and families in financial crisis. 
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The Benefice of 

King’s Cliffe, Bulwick & Blatherwycke and Laxton 

Incumbent Reverend Philip Davies 470314 

Reader David Teall 450407 

Co-ordinator Katy Evans (contact via Benefice Office) 

Benefice Office office@kingscliffe.church 479249 

The office is open for general enquiries including baptisms and weddings 

on Tuesdays from 10.00am to 12.30pm. 

Churchwardens 

King’s Cliffe Felicity Thistlethwaite 470275 

 Andrea Fern 07970 151926 

Bulwick & Blatherwycke Alma O`Neill 450300 

Laxton Michael Harrison 450362 

 Rupert Boyle 450260 

Church Services in September 
All Saints and St James - King’s Cliffe 

Each Wednesday 10:00 Holy Communion 

  2 September 10:30 Benefice Communion 

  9 September 10:30 Family Communion* 

16 September 10:30 Third Sunday Service 

23 September 10:30 Harvest Festival* 

30 September 10:30 Family Communion* 

* Children’s Groups (CHAOS) take place during these services. 

St Nicholas - Bulwick 

16 September 16:00 Harvest Festival 

All Saints - Laxton 

  9 September 09:00 Holy Communion 

23 September 17:00 Harvest Festival 

For further information about all the services in our Benefice including 
Collyweston and Easton-on-the-Hill visit: www.kingscliffe.church 
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Readings and Prayers for the Sundays in September 

2 September NT James 1 v17-27 

Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity Gospel Mark 7 v1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

We pray for all the residents of Blatherwycke. 

9 September NT James 2 v1-17 

Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity Gospel Mark 7 v24-37 

We pray for all the residents of Bulwick. 

16 September NT James 3 v1-12 

Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity Gospel Mark 8 v27-38 

We pray for all the residents of Collyweston. 

23 September NT James 3 v13 to 4 v3, 7-8a 

Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity Gospel Mark 9 v30-37 

We pray for all the residents of Easton-on-the-Hill. 

30 September NT James 5 v13-20 

Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity Gospel Mark 9 v38-50 

We pray for all the residents of Laxton. 

Community Café 
at King’s Cliffe Parish Church 

8.45am to 11.00am every Friday 
Pop in to enjoy a coffee or tea, some delicious 

home-baked goods and a friendly chat. 
Everyone welcome 

Meditation Group 
Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 4th September 

at King’s Cliffe Church from 4.00pm to 5.00pm 

Fruits of the Earth 

It would be good if you brought some wild fruits. 

For further information contact Hilary Barratt on 470282 
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Village Hall Teas 

Our summer season has just three more Sunday afternoons on which you can 

come down for tea at King’s Cliffe Village Hall: the 2nd, 9th and 16th September 

from 2.00pm until last orders at 4.30pm.  We’ll be there to welcome you for a 

leisurely pot of tea or coffee, or fruit squash, alongside our delicious homemade 

cakes and scones, with cream and jam still on our menu for a last taste of 

summer.  Browse for a good read from our Book Corner and maybe treat yourself 

to some homemade jams. 

After September 16th we take a break until January when we begin the New Year 

with our monthly Teas season, always on the 3rd Sunday of each month.  Thank 

you for supporting our fund-raising through the Teas, all of which goes towards 

maintaining and improving the facilities at the Village Hall. 

Village Hall Teas Team 

Laid Back Ladies 

Our next meeting is at 7.30 pm on Tuesday 18th September in the Ex-

Servicemen’s Club when members will enjoy a demonstration on behalf of the 

Body Shop.  A selection of products will be available to try and order if required 

from a catalogue of goods.  A good evening is guaranteed with the usual 

opportunity to chat and enjoy the friendly get together.  The competition letter 

this month is N so get thinking of an unusual object to bring along!  So often these 

objects instigate tales of memories and discussion!  For more information please 

ring Diana on 01780 470984.                                                                          Pat Hawkins 

King’s Cliffe Parish Council 

Horses:  While horses are appreciated as being part of the rural character of the 

village, it is hoped that owners will return to clear up their mess where it is an 

obvious inconvenience to other villagers.  Recently there has been mess left by 

the bench on Malting’s Green as well as numerous times and places on Church 

Walk and Maltings Lane. 

Allotments:  We have more allotments available so, should any new budding 

green-fingered gardeners be interested in an allotment, or even part of an 

allotment, then please do not hesitate to contact the Clerk for more information 

Tracey Green (Parish Clerk) 

www.kingscliffeparishcouncil.co.uk    01780 470799    clerk@kingscliffeparishcouncil.co.uk 
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King’s Cliffe Gardeners’ Association Show Results 

We had an excellent Produce Show.  It was good to see several new exhibitors 

and an increase in the number of entries despite the unusual weather. 

The new Photography Competition sponsored by King’s Cliffe Celebration was a 

great success with 35 entries.  We asked visitors attending the Show to vote on 

their favourite photos and 144 visitors voted.  The winners were: 

1st Mike Bunting  Winter in King’s Cliffe from Morehay Lane. 

2nd Catherine Raitt  Blue Bells in Old Sulehay Woods. 

3rd Anna Armitage  Bread in King’s Cliffe Bakery. 

The next 9 most popular photos will be included along with the winners above in 

a King’s Cliffe Celebration Calendar 2019 to be printed later in the year.  These 

were, in alphabetical order: 

Liz Bunting Southwick Woods. 

Emma Boughton The Snail Trail Footpath, Bridge St, Apethorpe. 

Veda Enser Swans & Cygnets, Willow Brook, King’s Cliffe Mill. 

Judy Floyd Where’s the Sweep, Burghley House Roof. 

Jo Jones Nene Valley Railway. 

Jim Kingston Cattle in The Moors (Field), Park St, King’s Cliffe. 

David Macleod By the Willow Brook, King’s Cliffe. 

Joyce Norton Wild Flowers, Burghley Sculpture Garden, Stamford. 

Charles Tomalin Horse Water, Hall Yard, King’s Cliffe. 

Show Class Winners 

Fruit & Vegetables 1st Bill Hakes 2nd Barry Hurcombe 3rd Sue Macleod 

Flowers 1st Judy Templar 2nd Janet Howard 3rd Liz Bunting 

Cookery 1st Janet Howard 2nd Sue Trow-Smith 3rd Cat Raitt 

Art & Craft 1st Susannah Sutton 2nd Hazel Clifton 3rd Jo Jones 

Photography 1st Liz Bunting 2nd Jo Jones 3rd= Keith Neville & Anna Armitage 

Under 5’s 1st Anelie Hellard 2nd Henry Raitt 3rd Lily Raitt 

Under 9’s 1st Hugo Sharp 2nd Isla Sharp 3rd Cooper Sharp 

Under 14’s 1st Henry Paige 2nd Emma Paige 3rd Isabelle Feeney 

Adult Championship 1st Bill Hakes 2nd Barry Hurcombe 3rd Janet Howard 

 4th Susannah Sutton 5th Heather Cromie 6th Liz Bunting 

Junior Championship 1st Henry Paige 2nd Emma Paige 3rd Hugo Sharp 

 4th Anelie Hellard 5th Cooper Sharpe 6th Isla Sharp 
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Section Winners 

Edwin Ford Memorial Cup Bill Hakes 

Hakes Rose Bowl Judy Templar 

Hetherington Smith Cup Janet Howard 

KCGA Challenge Cup Susannah Sutton 

Bernard Howard Memorial Cup Liz Bunting 

Very special thanks go to: our Show Sponsors, PC Howard;  the late Mr Noel 

Cheesley for donating the Championship Shields; the Ford family for the Edwin 

Ford Memorial Cup; Bill Hakes for the Hakes Rose Bowl; the late Mr Colin 

Hetherington & the late Ms Angela Smith for the Hetherington Smith Challenge 

Cup; KCGA for the Art & Craft Challenge Cup; Mrs Janet Howard for the Bernard 

Howard Challenge Cup.  Raffle Prizes kindly donated by Messrs. Wooding 

Greengrocers, King’s Cliffe Village Stores, King’s Cliffe Gardeners’ Association & 

KCGA Members. 

An enormous thank you to all who entered and supported the show: without you 

there wouldn’t be such a wonderful village event for all to enjoy; thank you all. 

If you would like to see what else the Gardeners’ Association get up to, come 

along to our next event when Geoff Hodge will talk to us about ‘Starting a Garden 

from Scratch’ on Wednesday 26 September at 7:30pm at KC Active.  The evening 

is open to members and non members.  There is a nominal entry fee and no 

obligation to join.  There is a good raffle and refreshments will be served. 

Lindsay Kubicki for the Show Committee 

Living History Walk 
Saturday 14 July saw King’s Cliffe Heritage take passers-by back in time to the year 

1911 on their very first Living History Walk.  Many members were dressed in 

Victorian clothes for an historical celebration of their home. 

With the sunshine greeting those participating in the walk back in time, the 

colourful characters portrayed by the local residents met them with pomp, 

circumstance and a whole lot of cheer.  From secret suffragettes to the famous 

theologian William Law, the villagers rallied together to bring to life the people 

who had once called King’s Cliffe their home.  A broad mix of residents from the 

past was portrayed including Emily Close, a laundress and the prominent 19th 

century mycologist Reverend Miles J Berkeley. 

To find out more about King’s Cliffe Heritage visit their website at 

www.kingscliffeheritage.org.                                                                        Hollye Enser 
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Transition King’s Cliffe  for environment and community 
Bikefix:  Don’t forget our Bikefix sessions on Forest Approach on 

the first Saturday of each month at 10.00am.  Sorting out small 

jobs on your bike for free (or a small donation for parts.), we fix 

punctures, gear problems and brake problems and we can adjust 

your bike to fit you better.  Support our mission to get more 

people cycling around Cliffe! 

Wildplaces:  Our haymaking season kicked of very 

successfully in August, with the meadow on the 

village field getting scythed and raked by our band 

of loyal volunteers.  We also cleared the wildflower 

areas in the community orchard on the Pytchell. 

We continue this month, attacking the wild areas on 

Kingsmead and the railway embankment.  Come 

and join us on September 9th at 10.30am at Kingsmead.  Everyone is welcome 

and no experience is necessary.  Scythes, rakes and training are all provided! 

Transition Allotments:  We are taking on additional mini plots in the allotments, 

so, if you are looking to get started without the stress of a large area to care for, 

contact Anna at the email address below.  We are mostly beginners but have 

plentiful sources of advice and help each other out if needed! 

Minibus:  Don’t forget our community minibus service.  If you’re organising a 

wedding, a trip to a concert or show, or just a day out with friends, get your diary 

out and send an email to mikehenchy19@gmail.com to reserve the minibus as 

soon as possible.  You or the driver will need to produce a copy of your booking 

form and an item of ID when collecting from King’s Cliffe Club. 

Contact:  If you want more information about any of our activities or want to get 

involved, please get in touch: info@transitionkingscliffe.org.uk 

www.transitionkingscliffe.org.uk   Transition Kings Cliffe                 Charles Tomalin 

The Way We Were 
During our ‘Living History Walks’ on 14th July, one of the notable past residents 

we represented was the Revd Miles Joseph Berkeley, MA, FRS, FLS, vividly brought 

to life for us by Clive Giddings.  Known world-wide as the founding father of 

mycology, the study of fungi, he lived in Park Street, between 1833 and 1868. 

Miles Joseph Berkeley was born at Biggin Hall, near Oundle, in 1803.  Educated at 

Oundle and Rugby, he graduated from Christ’s College, Cambridge in 1825 and 

was ordained an Anglican priest in 1826.  His first living was in Margate, Kent.  
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There, as a field naturalist and collector, he began to 

study marine algae.  By 1833, when he came to live in 

King’s Cliffe, he had become intensely interested in 

fungi and this remained his life’s work.  He gathered 

many fungal specimens in the local area and received 

them from far and wide, including some sent to him 

from Charles Darwin’s expeditions.  He studied them in 

microscopic detail, identifying and describing 6,000 

new species. 

In 1845 he studied the progress of potato blight from Belgium, via the Isle of 

Wight into Ireland where the failure of the potato harvest was causing terrible 

loss of life through famine.  In the face of many other theories, Berkeley 

concluded that the cause of the potato blight was a fungus which he called 

Phytophthora infestans.  It is thanks to this realisation by Berkeley that later 

scientists could begin to develop ways to protect potato plants from infection. 

Berkeley wrote copiously, contributing to over 600 publications during his 

lifetime.  His most important work is the account of native British fungi in Sir 

William Hooker’s British Flora (1836), in his own Introduction to Cryptogamic 

Botany (1857), and Outlines of British Fungology (1860).  Berkeley was made a 

Fellow of both the prestigious Linnaen Society and the Royal Society.  In 1863 he 

was awarded the Royal Society’s Medal and in 1867 was granted a Civil List Pension 

of £100, a considerable sum, for services to botany and the diseases of plants. 

Whilst living in King’s Cliffe, Berkeley was Perpetual Curate of Apethorpe and 

Woodnewton.  Berkeley and his wife had a large family; 15 children of whom 13 

survived to adolescence.  To make ends meet, for a time they took in a limited 

number of boarding pupils who were taught the Classics; Greek, Latin and French.  

In 1868 Berkeley became Rector of Sibbertoft near Market Harborough and he 

and his family moved there.  His former home in Park Street would later be 

bought by the Law & Hutcheson Charitable Foundation and extended to become 

King’s Cliffe Endowed School from 1873. 

After fifty years of collecting and studying fungi, in 1879 Berkeley presented to the 

Royal Botanic Gardens at Kew his magnificent ‘herbarium’ of over 9,000 

specimens, enriched by his numerous notes and sketches.  It is still a uniquely 

important resource for students. 

Miles Joseph Berkeley died at Sibbertoft in 1889 and is buried there, but he 

remains one of King’s Cliffe’s most notable residents. 

Sue Trow-Smith for King’s Cliffe Heritage 
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Underground Centre (Lower Floor Village Hall) 
The summer has seen us busy with activities and fundraising.  A big thank you to 

everyone who came along to our annual Big Play Date. We filled Underground, 

the Village Hall and Maltings Green with toys, messy play, bouncy castle, crafts, 

storytime and magic from The Great Adamos.  Sixty families and a massive 113 

children came along to enjoy it, our biggest Play Date crowd to date! 

The summer holiday has seen Rock Painting really take off in King’s Cliffe!  We’ve 

loved seeing your photos of painted rocks and the excitement of finding one!  For 

all those on social media, there is a King’s Cliffe Rocks Facebook page where you 

can keep up to date with hides and finds.  Don’t forget that this isn’t just 

something for children, all ages can get involved and it certainly adds another 

element of enjoyment to a walk around our lovely village. 

A special thank you to Tessa Leuchars for organising an afternoon tea fundraiser 

at the end of term and donating the profits to Underground.  We really appreciate 

your kindness - thank you!  Thank you also to the Endowed School PFA for inviting 

Underground to join their Summer Fair this year.  We really enjoyed coming along 

and running a play session.  Thank you also to Vivien Harvey who organised a 

donation of a huge number of felt tip pens to Underground.  We were able to 

distribute them to a number of families alongside Twiglets, Brownies, Pre-School, 

Cubs and the Little Miracles charity in Peterborough. 

As the new term approaches at Underground we are looking for additional 

helpers for our Tuesday Youth Club.  We run weekly from 5.30 to 7.00pm and the 

role involves general supervision, helping with games, arts/crafts and providing a 

positive role model to an amazing group of children aged from 7-10.  If you can 

help, please do get in touch; we’d love to hear from you. 

Katy Weeks (undergroundcentre@hotmail.co.uk) 

Car Parking Improvement Works at Peterborough Station 
From 17th August 2018, we’re going to be making some fantastic improvements 

to the car park at Peterborough station.  During this time, we will be installing 

new signage, renewing the car park surfaces and creating more car parking 

spaces.  However, to allow us to make these improvements, we will be closing 

Mayors Walk Car Park until early November 2018.  Alternative car parking will be 

available in the main station car park or Spittle Bank car park, to the north of the 

station.  We apologise for any inconvenience this may cause, but we’re certain 

the temporary disruption will be worth it.  Once work is completed in the car 

park, there will be more spaces to park, redesigned and clearly designated walk 

ways, plus an improved layout making it easier to navigate and find spaces. 

The LNER Team 
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Wansford & King’s Cliffe Practice 

Influenza Vaccination Campaign 
We will be commencing our influenza vaccination campaign in 
September 2018.  We will be running various walk-in clinics at both 
Wansford and King’s Cliffe as well as pre-bookable appointments.  
Due to demand, NHS England have restricted delivery of the 
vaccines so we have had to plan our flu clinics very carefully.  With 
this in mind here are the planned flu clinic dates: 

Walk-in clinics at both Wansford and King’s Cliffe on Saturday 15th 
September between 9.00am and 12noon.  Note: if you attend the 
Wansford Walk-in clinic you may use any of the three car-parks.  Do 
not be put off by the crowds!  We will be having two nurses at each 
site and each jab takes one minute so we can get through a lot in 
this time.  Please have bare arms at the ready! 

Bookable clinics every day during weeks commencing 1.10.18 and 
29.10.18 (a mixture at both sites).  Please be pro-active and check 
with the surgery during September for further information and 
advice about eligibility. 

COMMUNICARE 
(Wansford & King’s Cliffe Surgery Patient Group) 

38th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Wednesday 12th September 2018 

6.30pm at Wansford Surgery 

All patients are invited to attend 

As well as official AGM business, surgery staff will give 

update news.  The meeting is also a good venue for 

patients who wish to find out more about how 

Communicare operates and provides benefits for both 

patients and practice. 
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St Nicholas Church, Bulwick 
Ride & Stride on Saturday 8th September:  If you have not already acquired your 

sponsorship form there is still time to get involved.  This event is a good way to 

support the church or chapel of your choice and help raise funds for the 

Northamptonshire Historic Churches Trust.  Sponsorship monies raised are 

divided 50% to NHCT to assist churches/chapels throughout the county and 50% 

to the church or chapel of your choice.  You can either cycle, walk or act as a 

recorder in Bulwick or Blatherwycke church.  Support for this event would make a 

difference, so please consider whether you can take part. 

Dress A Girl Update and Afternoon Tea Session:  Apart from the very dedicated 

team of ladies who sew and knit there has been a lot of support from the villages 

which has made this a very successful project.  On 17th September we are back at 

2.00pm in Bulwick Village Centre for our annual Update and Afternoon Tea.  If you 

have supported us by donating materials, haberdashery, or would like to find out 

what we do, please join us for an afternoon cuppa and an update of where the 

items have been sent.  Apart from the many items forwarded to those in need, 

the ladies are producing items for sale at village events, the proceeds from which 

will be donated to charities involved with children.  This year The Children’s 

Society and the Underground facility at King’s Cliffe will benefit. 

An Evening of Old Time Music:  Sounds Sensation singers and performers will 

entertain with ‘An Evening of Old Time Music’ at 7.30pm on Friday 19th October.  

There will be songs from the past, a grand finale with a bit of flag waving, a good 

raffle, refreshments to include a glass of wine or other refreshments and nibbles.  

Tickets £10 for adults or £5 for those aged 16 years and under from me.  To get 

into the spirit of the evening, wear a hat or other adornment of a specific period.  

A prize is awaiting for the ‘best dressed’. 

Annual Horticultural Show Results:  As this report is submitted prior to the 

Annual Horticultural Show which is held over the August Bank Holiday weekend, 

the results will be printed in October.             Alma O’Neill, Churchwarden (450300) 

Yoga Sessions 
Yoga is often thought to be about touching toes or standing on your head and, 

whilst for some that might be fine, the majority of us want a physical practice that 

nourishes rather than punishes the body and mind!  A yoga class of poses, breathing 

and mindfulness can allow us to become more aware of our potential and to feel 

more at peace with who we truly are.  If you have never tried yoga but are 

thinking of doing so, please see my advertisement on page 32 for details of my 

locally-held classes.                                                                                         Penny Taylor 
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Laxton Village Hall 
Here in Laxton and the beautiful countryside that surrounds us we should spare a 

thought for our farmers, both locally and nationally, who are struggling with 

reduced crop yields and the need to feed their livestock.  The effects of the 

prolonged period of very little rain will be felt for many months ahead and will 

undoubtedly affect our food production and availability well into next year.  

Here’s what’s happening at Laxton Village Hall this month 

Coffee Morning:  Our monthly Coffee Morning will be hosted by the Village Hall 

Committee on Saturday 8th September at 10.30am.  As always, if you have any 

excess garden produce or homemade jams or chutneys you would like to 

contribute then please do bring them along.  Do drop in if you can; everyone is 

welcome.  It’s always a popular morning with plenty of people to meet and have a 

chat to over a coffee and a delicious cake or treat! 

MacMillan Biggest Coffee Morning:  Laxton is once again taking part in this great 

fundraising event on Saturday 29th September at 10.30am.  Last year we raised 

over £360 so let’s see if we can match it or even better it this time.  It’s like our 

usual monthly Coffee Mornings but with a big difference - everyone helps and 

there’s no price list!  You can donate however much you like and all money raised 

goes to MacMillan Cancer Support.  You can “Bake it or Fake it” - we don’t mind! 

We’d be very grateful for volunteers to bake (or buy) cakes for us to sell whole or 

in slices with a cuppa.  We hope you can join us.  To get involved please call Tim 

on 01780 450005 or Jo on 01780 450665 

Film Night:  On Tuesday 2nd October we shall be showing The Guernsey Literary 

and Potato Peel Pie Society (12A).  The film begins in London in 1946.  A charismatic 

and free-spirited writer receives a letter from a member of a mysterious literary 

club started in Nazi-occupied Guernsey.  Her curiosity piqued, she decides to visit 

the island where she meets the delightfully eccentric members of the Guernsey 

Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society and the rugged and intriguing farmer who 

wrote her the letter.  As the secrets from their wartime past unfold her growing 

attachment to the island and the Book Club change the course of her life forever. 

We have had confirmation of funding from Phoenix Community Cinema for the 

autumn/ spring season and plan to bring recently released films right to the heart 

of our local community at half the price of the big cinemas.  Please do come 

along; it is a lovely atmosphere and there is always a Bar, Fresh Coffee and 

Refreshments too.  We can only do this with your continued support so we look 

forward to seeing you. 

Continued at the foot of page 14. 



Nature Notes 

14 

Nature Notes for August and September 
The garden is now awash with fledglings.  A speckle breasted  young robin follows 

me round as I tidy up dead leaves and pounces on any morsels that are revealed.  

It hops trustingly beneath my chair, snatching up ants and never seeming to miss 

its target.  There are also young blackbirds, blue tits, dunnock and goldfinches, all 

on the road to independence. 

A large green and black dragonfly, a southern hawker, passed through quickly one 

day.  They are voracious predators that can catch their prey on the wing.  Luckily it 

didn’t tackle any of the white tailed bumble bees feeding on  buddleia flowers. 

Common blue butterflies have now succeeded the holly blues from earlier in the 

year.  The males have violet blue upper wings with black at the edges, whilst the 

underwing is pale and shows a row of orange crescents around the margin.  

Females are similarly marked beneath with the addition of black dots.  Above, 

they are dark brown with perhaps a hint of blue towards the body. 

It is often worth sitting quietly beside the river and 

listening for the high pitched piping call of the 

kingfisher, considered by many to be our most 

beautiful bird.  With luck you may catch a glimpse of 

its glinting turquoise back as it skims rapidly above 

the water.  As I stood on a wooden bridge across the 

river there was a sudden whirring in my ear.  

Glancing left I caught sight of a kingfisher rounding a 

bend in the river and disappearing. It had passed 

within a few centimetres of my left ear.  That’s an 

experience you can never forget.                 Fledgling 

Laxton Village Hall continued from page 13 

Book Club:  The book for September is a free choice to allow you to catch up on 

books you have been meaning to read.  The Book Club will meet to discuss them 

at 7.30pm on Tuesday 11th September.  To join, or for more information, please 

contact John McCrone on 01780 450782. 

Reminder:  If you want to receive information about Laxton Village Hall and other 

local community events you must give us permission by sending us emails to 

info@laxtonvillagehall.org and chairman@laxtonvillagehall.org               Tim Gilbert 
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Are you aged 16+ and starting an 
apprenticeship, embarking on a trade, 
starting sixth form, college or university? 

The King’s Cliffe Endowed School Foundation may 
be able to make a small grant for equipment, 
books, travel or other agreed necessities. 

These grants are available for students who are residing in 
King’s Cliffe and have been for at least two years, and who 
have attended the King’s Cliffe Endowed School, Oundle & 
King’s Cliffe Middle School or Prince William (Oundle) 
School. 

Further information and an application form can be 
obtained from the Clerk, Regina Pugh, email: 
educationgrants@kingscliffe.net. 

All application forms should be accompanied by a letter of 
acceptance from the place of study along with a letter 
explaining to the Trustees exactly how the grant will 
benefit you. Applications should be emailed to the Clerk 
by 25th September 2018. 

All grants are awarded at the discretion of the Trustees. 

KINGS CLIFFE ENDOWED SCHOOL FOUNDATION 
Registered Charity No. 30979 

Registered Company Limited by Guarantee No. 10284527 
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LAXTON VILLAGE HALL 
FILM NIGHT 

 

Tuesday 2nd Oct 7.30pm 
Admission on the door £5 

For enquires call Noel Jessop 01780 450273 
Freshly brewed Coffee, Refreshments & Licensed Bar 
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Northamptonshire Historic Churches Trust 

Ride and Stride for Churches 
Saturday 8th September 10.00am-6.00pm 

Come and join in The Northamptonshire Historic Churches 
Trust major annual fund raising event. 

Sponsored participants cycle or walk between as many 
churches and chapels as they choose. You can visit over 
350 churches and chapels in Northamptonshire, open with 
a warm welcome and refreshments at many. 

Ride 
It’s time to get your bikes out of the garage and pump up 
the tyres. Start planning your routes to see how many 
churches or chapels you could visit on the day. 

Stride 

If you are walking try driving to somewhere new and go 
for a walk as long as you visit some churches or chapels on 
the walk. 

Half the money raised by individual churches is returned 
to the church raising the money. 

The trust exists to make grants for the care of churches in 
Northamptonshire. 

Sponsored forms and a list of open churches and chapels 
will be available in our church from August. 

For further information contact Sheila on 03330 113776 
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Growing a Love for Learning 

We are having an open day for prospective families of 

children who are due to start Primary School in 

September 2019. 

If you have a child who turns 4 years old between 1st 

September 2018 and 31st August 2019 come along to see 

the school in action.   

 

If you have any further queries please contact the School 

Office on 01780 470259  or visit our website at 

www.kingscliffeschool.co.uk  

King’s Cliffe Endowed 
Primary School, 

Kings Forest, King’s Cliffe, 
PE8 6XS. 

Primary School Open Day  
For September 2019 New Intake  

Wednesday 3rd October  
9:30am-11:30am and 1:30pm-3:00pm 

Free, independent and confidential 

Come and see us at All Saints and St James Church, King’s Cliffe 
on the last Friday of every month from 9.00 - 11.00am 

in respect of Debt & Benefit issues. 

Referrals can be made to our Specialist Housing, Immigration 
and Employment Law Advisors. 

For further details or to arrange an appointment please contact our 
Rushden Office 01933 313020 

Registered Charity 1128718                                                           Member of Advice UK 
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All Saints and St James Church 

Sunday 23rd September 

Harvest Festival Service 
in the Parish Church at 10.30am 

 

Harvest Lunch 
in the Village Hall at 12.30 for 1.00pm 

Please bring your own crockery, cutlery, glasses and drinks 
Vegetarian option. 

Tickets: £7.00 adults; £3.00 under 10s from 

Sheila Jackson 03330 113776  
Janet Howard 01780 470446 
Mandy Barber 01780 470380 
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THE CROSS KEYS INN 
2 West Street, King’s Cliffe, PE8 6XA. 

01780 470276 

Website:  crosskeyskingscliffe.uk 

Under New Ownership 
Food now served daily 

New à la carte restaurant open for bookings 
New menu range available daily 

Happy Hour every day from 6.00pm-7.00pm - £3.00 per pint 

Sunday-Thursday 11.00am - Midnight 
Friday-Saturday 10.00am - 1.00am 

À la carte ● Bar Menu ● Breakfast Menu ● Bottomless Brunch ● Fixed Price Menu 

King’s Cliffe & Area Old Blokes’ Club 
A Club primarily for older men who believe they are an Old Bloke 

Regular programme includes:- 

• Lunch meeting with speaker first Monday cost £5 (Mike Herring) 

• Visit place of interest middle Monday cost £10 to £15 (Mike Herring) 

• Get Fitter group each Wednesday morning 10.00am cost £3 (Ian Cooke) 

• Walking Football each Monday afternoon 3.00pm cost £3 ( Ian Cooke) 

The Get Fitter group caters for all levels of existing fitness. 
All meetings at King’s Cliffe Active Sports Field. 

No membership fees. 
No obligation to attend regularly. 

To get regular details of club activities send your e mail address to Mike Herring. 

Mike Herring – mikedot1@btinternet.com 
Ian Cooke – iecooke_84@yahoo.com 
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King’s Cliffe Club  
September Entertainment 

 

Saturday 8th - Skyliners 

A welcome return to the Club for this popular band 
with music from the 60s to the present day. 

 

Saturday 15th - King’s Cliffe Club Quiz, 8pm 

1st Prize £50         2nd Prize £30         3rd Prize £20  
Max 6 per team, £1 per person entry  

 

Saturday 22nd - The Deps 

A Four Piece Band – lots of singalong 80’s rock classics, some Funk 
Soul and Rock and Roll. A band for every occasion, topped with 

some very soulful vocals from our own Tash Hou 
 

Friday 28th - Underground Bingo night 

Look out for more details. 
 

Saturday 29th – Helix 

Classic Rock covers and original material 
 

We still have Fizz Fridays and a very well 

stocked Gin Bar!! 

 

Music from 9.00pm 

Bingo every Sunday evening from 8.00pm 

New members welcome!  C.I.U Affiliated 
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Our own range of products prepared in small batches, using only natural ingredients, 
including The Cuban Breakfast™ (based on the Mojito Cocktail), The Amorous Breakfast 
(the Sea Breeze Cocktail), The Boozy Dark Breakfast and The Bloody Mary Chutney™ 

Gift Baskets and hampers made to order. 

We stock an interesting range of speciality foods. 

Also freshly made sandwiches, homemade cakes, sausage rolls, scotch eggs, cold drinks, 
crisps, ice-cream, milk, bread, local organic eggs ….. 

 Monday to Friday 09.00 – 17.00 
 Saturday 09.30 – 16.30 

The Small Shop with The Big Welcome! 

BULWICK  VILLAGE  STORES 
For Fine Food 

15 Main Street   Bulwick   NN17 3DY 

T/F: 01780 450774 E: camille@thepickledvillage.com 

Taste before you buy! 
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KING’S CLIFFE 
BAKERY 

68 WEST STREET 
KING’S CLIFFE 

Tel: 01780 470205 

DOOR TO DOOR DELIVERIES 

SHOP HOURS 
7AM TO 12 NOON 

MONDAY TO SATURDAY 

WHOLESALE AVAILABLE 

PHONE FOR PRICE LIST 

Village Pizzas 
Open Tue – Sat for 

Collection  4.30pm – 10pm 

or Delivery  6pm till 10pm 

01780 
784587 

View our Menu at 
www.villagepizzas.co.uk 
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Yoink 
Engineering 

Hand-crafted wrought ironwork 

• Bespoke Iron Beds, Chairs and 
Tables 

• Made to Measure Gates & 
Railings 

• Leaded Lights Repair, Re-crafting 

• Window Bars, Ornamental/
Security 

• Security Gates, Industrial or 
Domestic 

• Sand Blasting 

Call Rich to discuss your project. 

Mobile: 07950 797890 
Office: 01780 322223 
richrhodeslewis@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Are your carpets and upholstery in need of a freshen up? 
Look no further! 

Fully trained and insured to clean carpets and upholstery 
for both domestic and commercial clients. 

Colin Smith is local to the area and can give you a 
competitive quote today. 

Don’t hesitate, give him a ring on  
01780 471015 or 07919857311  

Email:  mysmartcarpet@yahoo.co.uk 

K.C. PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
KING’S CLIFFE 

• Extensions, Renovations, 
Conversions etc. 

• Repointing, Patios, Paving. 

• Stonework, Brickwork, 
Garden Walls. 

• Groundworks & Footings. 

• Digger Hire & Driver. 

• Plastering. 

• Interior & Exterior Decorating. 

FOR FREE QUOTATIONS PLEASE CALL 

KEVIN CUNNINGTON 
07946 139754 or 01780 470881 

MATT CZEREMSZNSKY 
07984 956947 
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R E Newton Ltd (Nassington) 
SPECIALIST CARPENTRY JOINERY & BUILDING WORK 

The Complete Refurbishment Specialist 

 Internal alterations to Extensions 

 Listed & Period Building Specialist 

 Hand Made Kitchens to your design and colour 

 Built in Wardrobes to cupboards/bookcases 

 Purpose made joinery – windows and doors 

Est. Since 1989 

www.renewton.com      Email: Edward@renewton.wanadoo.co.uk 

Tel:   Daytime 07831 256087   Evening 01780 782704 

FOR ALL YOUR CARPENTRY AND BUILDING NEEDS 

Martin James 

The Village Sweep 

Your local chimney sweeping service. 

Stove repairs: rope seals, firebricks etc. 

Certificates issued.    Fully insured. 

07749 438567 

01780 470275 

mhj1@btinternet.com 
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MAN AND VAN 

• Large items collected and delivered. 

• (D.I.Y Stores and Furniture) 

• Appliance delivery. (White goods) 

• Student moves. 

• Pallet deliveries. 

• Local and national service. 

• Domestic and commercial customers 
welcome. 

• All vehicle sizes available and tailored 
to your requirements. 

• Competitive prices. 

• Goods in transit insurance of up to 
£50,000. 

For a quote contact Nick on 
07860 520470 or 
Email:  nickg@rnvans.com 

M. Kirk 
Gardening in King’s Cliffe 

since 1996 
Pruning and training of 

shrubs, small trees, 
climbers, roses, fruit trees 

and bushes. 

 
Please call Kirk 
Home 470 876 

Mobile 07506 782 024 
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Bespoke picture 
framing 

Oils, watercolour, textiles, etc. 
Large or small. 

Contact: 

FELICITY THISTLETHWAITE 
m: 07943 127979 

t: 01780 470275 

e: fthistlethwaite@ 
    rocketmail.com 

PETER RIDDINGTON LANDSCAPING  

We install Patios, Driveways, Ponds, Stone Walls, 

Decking and Fencing. 

We plant Trees and shrubs and offer a complete 

Garden Maintenance. 

We supply and lay turf or grass seed with lawn management. 

Garden design service provided. 

Contact Peter Riddington today for a free quotation 

Telephone:  01780 783004         Mobile  07860 962068 

Email:  peter@peterriddington.co.uk 

First Class Sewing 
Tel: 07762 771290  

• Beautiful bespoke curtains, 
pelmets, roman blinds, cushion 
covers, upholstery, lampshades 
and soft furnishings to enhance 
your home. 

• Free design consultancy for 
fabrics, curtain poles, lining 
types, fittings and interiors. 

• Sourcing and supply of fabrics 
and samples. 

• Clothing and curtain alterations. 

• Garment making. 

We offer a free collection and 
delivery service. 

www.firstclasssewing.co.uk  
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Est:1994 

Providing 20 Years Of Professional Dj’s & Equipment Hire For  

Weddings And Special Occasions. 

Dj Service – Equipment Hire – D.I.Y Disco’s – Festoon Lighting – Starcloth Backdrops 
Laser Systems External & Internal LED Venue Lighting - Fairy Lighting – Effects Lighting 

Illuminating Dance Floors – Chequered Dance Floors – Bubble, Snow & Foam Machines 

For more details or a free quotation please get in touch 

01780 470 983        07751 093 427 
www.strobediscoroadshow.co.uk       info@strobediscoroadshow.co.uk 

Facebook: Strobe Disco Roadshow       Instagram: strobediscoroadshow 

Elm Close, Sovereign Grange, King’s Cliffe 

Company Owner & Dj : Robert Giddings 

http://www.strobediscoroadshow.co.uk
mailto:info@strobediscoroadshow.co.uk
http://www.strobediscoroadshow.co.uk
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01780 720 516 
0780 901 6722 

Octopus Computers 
For ALL your computing needs 

 Hardware Software 
 Websites E-mail 
 Broadband Networks 
 Support Security 
 Microsoft  Apple 

In your home or office 

Working for more than a decade in 
Stamford and Rutland 

info@OctopusComputers.com 
www.OctopusComputers.com 

Andy Kemp 
 Computer Support 

 Web Site Design 

 User Training 

Specialising in Home 

Users, Home Workers and 

Small Businesses. 

01832 720522 

07738 274383 

andy.kemp@mail.com 
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JOHN & JANE PAIGE 
specialise in 

wildlife, plants, 
landscapes and portraits 

The Manor House 
King’s Cliffe 

Tel: 01780 470247 
Fax: 01780 470334 

E.M.DORMAN 
FUNERAL DIRECTOR Dip.F.D. 

A family concern 
giving a 24 hour 

personal service to all areas 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 

Golden Charter 
Pre-Paid Plans Available 

Tel: Uppingham 
01572 823976 

CROWSONS 
D.W. Gunn DipFD 

A FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS 
SERVING THE COMMUNITY 

FOR OVER ONE HUNDRED YEARS 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BARNWELL, OUNDLE, PETERBOROUGH, PE8 5PS 

01832 
272269 

01832 
272269 

• Caring personal attention 
• Chapels of rest 
• 24 hour service to all areas 
• Flowers and catering available 
• Memorials 
• Advice on Golden Charter pre-payment Schemes 
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King’s Cliffe Village Hall 

Tuesdays 
2.30 - 3.30 
Over 60s 
Keep Fit 

For better strength, stamina, 
balance & coordination. 

Call Mandy Glen 
01780 470221 / 07949 736505 

(Also for the less able of any age) 

 For more info please call GILL 
on 07956 058107 or email 
gill@thelifestyleleader.co.uk 

Fotheringhay Village Hall 
Tuesdays 11-12 midday 

Thursdays 10.30 – 11.30am and 6 – 7 pm 

Small groups (up to 10 people).  All classes are 

suitable for beginners and improvers. 

Pre-booking is essential. 

Yoga For You 
For Core Strength 
and Calm 

Mon: 10.30 Laxton Village Hall, NN17 3AT. 

7.30pm King’s Cliffe Memorial Hall, PE8 6XD. 

Tue: 5.45 & 7pm Wansford Christie Hall, PE8 6JS. 

Wed: 7pm Bulwick Village Centre, NN17 3DY. 

Thur: 10am Wansford Christie Hall. 

4.30 Gentle/Chair and 6.30 Hatha Yoga at 

Easton-on-the-Hill Village Hall, PE9 3NN. 

Beginners Welcome at all classes. 

Yoga for Relaxation (Book in advance) 

£5 first class passes or ‘Drop In’ 1-1 sessions 

for beginners or Yoga Therapy. 

Penny Taylor - Full Dip & Advanced Tutor 

pennyyoga@yahoo.co.uk  07960267986 
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Anxious?  Stressed? 

No Confidence? 

Unfulfilled?  Trapped? 

Lacking Inspiration? 

Feeling Lost?  In a Rut? 

Hypnosis and 

Therapy 

to 

Rediscover Your Fun 
and Vitality 

Call Me Now 

Bernice Hardwick 
Tel: 01780 678565 

bernice@seechanges.co.uk 

www.seechanges.co.uk 
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Melanie’s 
Qualified Hairdresser 

92 West Street, King’s Cliffe 
Tel: 01780 470371 

Shampoo & Sets 

Blow Drying 

Permanent Tinting 

Semi Colouring 

Perming 

High & Low Lights 

Wet Cuts 

Dry Cuts 

ManageMe.com 

Executive Assistant Services and 
Business Administration Solutions 

ATTENTION BUSINESS OWNERS! 

Does administration distract you? 

ManageMe.com offers bespoke 
admin and Executive Assistant 

solutions allowing you to focus on 
doing what you do best. 

Contact us to discuss your 
requirements, no task is too big or 

too small 

07867 537504  
Facebook: @DelegationServices 

“Supporting Local Business 
to do Business” 



Advertisements 

35 

Simba’s Den Day Nursery 
Main Street, Bulwick, NN17 3DY 

Outstanding homely childcare in an idyllic countryside location 

Open all year Monday to Friday 8am-6pm 

Fully funded 2 and 3 year old places available. 

Pre-school led by an early year’s professional. 

Close links to all schools. 

Weekly Ballet lessons from 2 years. 

Weekly forest school sessions at Fineshade wood. 

Lovely large outside area. 

Telephone: 01780 450937 

Email/Web: info@simbasden.co.uk   www.simbasden.co.uk 

 Early years education for children aged 2 - 4 

Growing a Love for Learning 
King’s Cliffe Endowed Pre-school offers the highest 

standards of care and play opportunities to children 

aged 2 to 4 years. 

Our ethos is to nurture and establish our children’s love 

for learning and exploration by providing the best 

possible experiences and opportunities. 

For more information please contact the School Office 

on 01780 470259 or email 

katy.evans@kingscliffeschool.co.uk 

We offer sessions that  

run from 9.00am until 3.00pm. 

 

Please visit our website at www.kingscliffeschool.co.uk for 

more information about our wonderful Pre-School. 

King’s Cliffe Endowed 
Pre-School, 

Kings Forest, King’s Cliffe, 
PE8 6XS. 



Diary 

 

The Gazette is published by All Saints and St James Church, King’s Cliffe 

as a service to the community.  It is written, edited and distributed by 

volunteers from all three parishes.  An electronic version is available here: 

www.kingscliffe.church/gazette 

Gazette Contacts 
You are requested to make contact by Email whenever possible. 

Editor (Articles, News and Events): David Teall,  gazette@kingscliffe.church 

Commercial Advertising: Andrea Fern,  andrea.fern@avus-consulting.co.uk 

Hand-written contributions can be left in the box at the back of King’s Cliffe church. 

The Closing Date for all copy is the 15th of the previous month. 

September 
  1 Sep Transition BikeFix 10:00-12:00 Forest Approach, KC 
  2 Sep KC Village Hall Teas 14:00-16:30 Village Hall, KC 
  4 Sep Meditation Group 16:00-17:00 Parish Church, KC 
  5 Sep Evergreen Club 14:00 The Club, KC 
  6 Sep Women’s Fellowship Meeting 14:00 Parish Church, KC 
  8 Sep Ride and Stride 10:00-18:00 All our Churches 
  8 Sep Laxton Coffee Morning 10:30-12:00 Village Hall, Laxton 
  9 Sep Wildplaces Scything 10:30-14:00 Kingsmead, KC 
  9 Sep KC Village Hall Teas 14:00-16:30 Village Hall, KC 
10 Sep Old Blokes’ Club Talk 19:30 Parish Church, KC 
11 Sep Laxton Book Club 19:30-21:00 Village Hall, Laxton 
12 Sep KC Church Coffee Morning 10:30-12:00 46a Bridge Street, KC 
12 Sep Communicare AGM 18:30 Wansford Surgery 
13 Sep KC Parish Council Meeting 19:30 KC Active, KC 
16 Sep KC Village Hall Teas 14:00-16:30 Village Hall, KC 
17 Sep Dress A Girl Workshop 14:00-16:00 Village Centre, Bulwick 
18 Sep Laid Back Ladies 19:30 The Club, KC 
23 Sep Harvest Lunch 12:30 Village Hall, KC 
26 Sep KCGA Talk by Geoff Hodge 19:30 KC Active, KC 
29 Sep MacMillan Coffee Morning 10:30 Village Hall, Laxton 

October 
  2 Oct Laxton Film Night 19:30 Village Hall, Laxton 
  3 Oct Primary School Open Day 09:30 Endowed School, KC 
  4 Oct Informal Prayer & Reflection 20:00 Parish Church, KC 
  6 Oct Jumble Sale 10:00-12:00 Village Centre, Bulwick 
  6 Oct Messy Church 15:30-17:00 Underground, KC 
15 Oct Informal Prayer & Reflection 20:00 Parish Church, KC 
19 Oct Evening of Old Time Music 19:30-21:30 Parish Church, Bulwick 


