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From the Parish Priest 

The Benefits of the Benefice 

The word Benefice is the one we use to describe our group of six village 

churches, which are linked by myself as Parish Priest, David Teall as 

Reader, by our office and administration, by the pastoral care of all within 

the communities and by our pattern of church services which seeks to 

provide a variety of regular Communion services and other services, 

particularly for seasonal worship. 

We came into being as a Benefice five years ago, although all the villages 

had been working alongside in groups for a longer time.  I think there are 

many benefits of working in this way.  We can have regular services 

according to need in each of our villages and have opportunities to come 

together to be part of a bigger gathering either at our monthly Benefice 

Service or for special occasions like a Confirmation service.  Thanks to the 

regular support of retired clergy, those leading our regular services have 

become familiar faces to our communities.  This is also the case for leading 

the services that mark significant events; baptisms, weddings and funerals. 

Within the Benefice we have groups that meet which are of interest to 

people in all the villages.  The women supporting Dress a Girl in Bulwick 

come together from different villages and other opportunities for this 

include the Ladies Group in Easton-on-the-Hill, the Women’s Fellowship in 

King’s Cliffe and the pre-school Twiglets group.  Bell ringing and choral 

music also gather people from different villages and we can support social 

and fund-raising events in each village. 

We now look to the future of our life as a Benefice making sure that we 

have appropriate ministry and opportunities for worship in place to meet 

the future needs of each community.                                             Philip Davies 

From the Parish Registers 

We welcome into the family of the Church: 

Ian Thomas 

Joseph Shrive Thomas 

Zoe Rebecca Bourke 
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The Benefice of 

King’s Cliffe, Bulwick & Blatherwycke and Laxton 

Incumbent Reverend Philip Davies 470314 

Reader David Teall 450407 

Co-ordinator Katy Evans (contact via Benefice Office) 

Benefice Office office@kingscliffe.church 479249 

The office is open for general enquiries including baptisms and weddings 

on Tuesdays from 10.00am to 12.30pm. 

Churchwardens 

King’s Cliffe Felicity Thistlethwaite 470275 

 Andrea Fern 07970 151926 

Bulwick & Blatherwycke Alma O`Neill 450300 

Laxton Michael Harrison 450362 

 Rupert Boyle 450260 

Church Services in August 
All Saints and St James - King’s Cliffe 

Each Wednesday 10:00 Holy Communion 

  5 August  10:30 Benefice Communion 

12 August  10:30 Family Communion 

19 August  10:30 Third Sunday Service 

26 August  10:30 Family Communion 

St Nicholas - Bulwick 

26 August  11:00 Holy Communion 

All Saints - Laxton 

12 August  09:00 Holy Communion 

For further information about all the services in our Benefice including 
Collyweston and Easton-on-the-Hill visit: www.kingscliffe.church 
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Readings and Prayers for the Sundays in August 

5 August NT Ephesians 4 v1-16 

Tenth Sunday after Trinity Gospel John 6 v24-35 

We pray for the businesses in our area; for employers and employees. 

12 August NT Ephesians 4 v25 - 5 v2 

Eleventh Sunday after Trinity Gospel John 6 v35, 41-51 

We pray for farmers and all who work on the land. 

19 August NT Ephesians 5 v15-20 

Twelfth Sunday after Trinity Gospel John 6 v51-58 

We pray for sport in the villages and for the many other clubs and recreational 

activities;  for those who organise them and those who take part. 

26 August NT Ephesians 6 v10-20 

Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity Gospel John 6 v56-69 

We pray for the surgery and for all who work there providing health care for our 

community. 

Community Café 
at King’s Cliffe Parish Church 

8.45am to 11.00am every Friday 
Pop in to enjoy a coffee or tea, some delicious 

home-baked goods and a friendly chat. 
Everyone welcome 

Food Basket 
There is a Food Basket at the back of the church in King’s Cliffe.  

Donations of any non-perishable food can be added to the basket.  
If you are in need of any extra food please help yourself. 

The Church Office can now issue vouchers for the Stamford 
Foodbank.  They are able to provide 3 days worth of emergency 

food for individuals and families in financial crisis. 

For Church Office opening times please see page 3. 
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Social Committee Events 
Plant and Spring Sale:  In May we had a very successful Plant and Spring Sale at 

The Walnuts.  We wish to thank Sue and David McLeod for opening their garden 

to the public and providing such a relaxed atmosphere.  Also, thank you to June 

Hakes and her team for supplying the numerous and varied plants.  Other stalls 

included: bottles, cakes, home-made jewelry, table-top games and a treasure 

hunt.  Underground ran lively sports activities for the children, too.  Thank you to 

everyone who made the day so enjoyable. 

Concert for Choir and Organ:  On 8th July we held an entertaining concert in the 

church.  The appreciative audience listened to a variety of music by the Church 

Choir and the Junior Choir and played by Stephen Barber on the organ.  There was 

a lovely atmosphere assisted by wine and nibbles. 

Coffee Morning:  The July Coffee Morning was held at the home of Heather and 

Brian Cromie.  Heather made some very nice cakes and biscuits to go with tea and 

coffee and we were invited to enjoy the sunshine in their lovely colourful garden 

which is always a treat.  Including the raffle £137.50 was made for church funds. 

We do not have a meeting in August so our next Coffee Morning will be on 

Wednesday 12th September at 46a Bridge Street. Hope to see you all there. 

Mandy Barber and Sheila Jackson 

Messy Church gets crafty 
Monster fun returns to the Messy Church drop-in when all under nines are invited 

to create entries for the King’s Cliffe Produce Show.  We’ll get creative at 

Underground on Saturday 11th August from 2.30 to 4.00pm, decorating cakes and 

biscuits and, by popular demand, crafting more monster vegetable exhibits.  On 

the Sunday (12th), games and competitions continue at Camp Messy Church, 

behind the Village Hall, from 2.30 to 4.30pm culminating in the show prize giving. 

Great thanks to J Wooding, Grocers for fruit and vegetable supplies and the show 

organisers for inviting us to team-up again for a Celebrating King’s Cliffe 

Community event.                       Carol Randall and Katy Weeks (Joint co-ordinators) 

King’s Cliffe Women’s Fellowship 
On a hot, sunny July afternoon, we travelled to Gates’ Garden Centre, Oakham for 

our annual outing where we enjoyed wandering through the various departments 

before tucking into a delicious cream tea.  Thank you, Revd Philip, for driving the 

minibus for us.  Please note our next meeting will be held on Thursday 6th 

September at 2.00pm in the CHAOS room, King’s Cliffe Church, when members 

will be invited to ‘Show and Tell’ to the group.                                         Christine Ball 
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King’s Cliffe Flower & Produce Show 

Open to all residents of King’s Cliffe and grandchildren of residents, the Show is a 

fun village event for all the family, held at the Village Hall on Sunday 12 August at 

2.30pm.  Prize-giving and raffle draw on Maltings Green at 4.30pm.  There are 

children’s classes, flowers, fruit and vegetables, cookery, art work, photography, 

raffle, refreshments and more!  As part of the King’s Cliffe Community Celebration 

there is a special photography competition Up to Half an Hour from King’s Cliffe.  

Please collect a schedule and entry form from local outlets.              Lindsay Kubicki 

Village Hall Teas 

Village Hall Teas will take place every Sunday throughout August from 2.00pm to 

4.30pm and continue weekly on Sunday afternoons until 16th September and we 

invite you to come and enjoy a chat over a leisurely pot of tea or coffee.  For the 

summer, cream and jam with homemade scones join our menu selection of 

homemade cakes and cheese scones, not forgetting the favourite of toasted tea-

bread!  Our homemade preserves will be on sale and our Book Corner is always 

worth a browse to find a good read.  On Sunday 12th August we’ll be serving tea 

and cakes in Underground at our usual times of 2.00pm to 4.30pm alongside the 

King’s Cliffe Produce Show upstairs in the main hall.  Do come down for tea before 

or after you visit the show.                                                           Village Hall Teas Team 

Laid Back Ladies 

Although there will not be a meeting in August, the ladies are planning a summer 

trip out to John Clare Cottage in Helpston on Friday 17 August.  Members will be 

making their own way there to arrive about 1.30 pm to look around the exhibits 

and memorabilia of this famous poet and his works.  After wandering around the 

gardens a cream tea with then be enjoyed by all.  As usual Diana is our organiser 

and if you haven’t already been contacted about the trip, please contact Diana if 

you wish to attend on 01780 470427.                                                          Pat Hawkins 

King’s Cliffe & Area Old Blokes Club 

We have a special event on Sunday 10th September when Charles Aikenhead, the 

owner of the Rorke’s Drift Hotel, will give an illustrated talk on The Ghosts of 

Rorke’s Drift.  The venue will be King’s Cliffe church and the talk will start at 19.30.  

Entrance £10 by ticket from the village shop or www.kingscliffeplayers.org/tickets. 

All proceeds will go to the restoration of the Zulu church at Isandlwana, in 

KwaZuluNatal.                                                                                                  Mike Herring 
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King’s Cliffe Heritage Centre at 27 Bridge Street 

On August Bank Holiday weekend we’ll be open on both Sunday 26th and 

Monday 27th from 2.00pm to 5.00pm.  Our collection of village artefacts on 

display and access to our digital archive help tell the story of King’s Cliffe in the 

past and up to the present day.  If you’ve been intrigued by the blue roundels 

from 1911, do come and talk to us to find out more about ‘Who was here in 1911?’.  

Our regular opening times continue on the 4th Sunday of September and October 

and entry is free.  Look for our hanging sign on Bridge Street that tells you we are 

open.  Disabled access is via a ramp at the rear.  Parking for visitors is on Bridge 

Street.  To arrange a visit outside our normal opening times, call us on 

0843 8869395.                                                Sue Trow-Smith for King’s Cliffe Heritage 

King’s Cliffe Parish Council 
Allotments:  We have more allotments available, so should any new budding 

green-fingered gardeners be interested in an allotment, or even part of an 

allotment, then please do not hesitate to contact the Clerk for more information. 

Pytchel and Maltings Green:  We would like to remind everyone that the Pytchel 

is used by all ages of the public as it has been brought to our attention that some 

unsocial drug taking has been taking place there, the aftermath of which is 

persons unknown leaving drug paraphernalia. 

Overgrown Shrubs on Footpaths:  Where any overhanging hedges, bushes, trees 

etc. interferes with a public path or highway, it is the landowner’s responsibility to 

keep them in check.  We kindly request owners to have a little tidy-up and cut 

back any over-grown foliage in and around their boundaries.  Whilst we report 

the general overgrowth of our verges and footpaths, we would kindly request our 

residents to assist us in some general weeding and tiding up if they are able to do 

so, and feel free to report these via the ENC website at The Street Doctor at NCC: 

streetdoctor@northamptonshire.gov.uk as this encourages them to deal with any 

issues more promptly. 

Celebrating King’s Cliffe Community:  We would like to say a big thank you to 

everyone participating and organising activities for Celebrating King’s Cliffe 

Community, with the Heritage Society’s blue plaque event being particularly 

successful.                                                                                Tracey Green (Parish Clerk) 

www.kingscliffeparishcouncil.co.uk    01780 470799    clerk@kingscliffeparishcouncil.co.uk 
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Dragon Boat Fund Raiser 
The Wansford /King’s Cliffe Surgery staff entered two boats in the recent 

Peterborough Dragon Boat Race at Ferry Meadows.  Patients had been asked to 

make donations at each surgery towards the benefiting charity, Sue Ryder. 

I am sure that you will be delighted to hear that the event raised in excess of 

£38,000.  All the available boats were taken and sponsored and the whole day, as 

well as being bathed in glorious sunshine, was a wonderful success.  Well done to 

everyone involved.                                                                                      Wendy Spencer 

Thank you 
Evelyn died on 12th June.  There were so many cards, flowers and telephone calls 

and so much love.  My heart-felt thanks.                                             Margaret Knight 
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Transition King’s Cliffe  for environment and community 
Bikefix: Come along to our Bikefix sessions on Forest Approach 

on the first Saturday of each month at 10.00am and we’ll sort 

out small jobs on your bike for free (or a small donation for 

parts).  We fix punctures, gear problems and brake problems.  

We can adjust your bike to fit you better.  We can help you with 

rattles and squeaks.  Jobs that are too big for our free monthly 

sessions can be done out of hours for a fee.  We are on a mission to get more 

people cycling around Cliffe.  

Wildplaces:  In July ten villagers joined us for our wildlife walk, for a hot but 

interesting check on our insects and wildflowers.  The recent conditions have 

clearly favoured the scabious and bedstraws across the various sites and the 

marbled white butterflies did not disappoint.  We also had a visit from a number 

of conservation bodies to discuss our management processes and look for 

anything unusual.  The representative from our county records office found a 

nationally scarce bee, the Large Scabious Mining Bee, and established that it was 

a first ever record for Northamptonshire! 

It’s scything time:  As part of Celebrating King’s Cliffe Community on Saturday 

11th August we will start our annual community scything sessions.  All are 

welcome, beginners and experienced, to help cut and clear the wildflower 

meadow on the Village Field, and its not as hard as Poldark would have you 

believe!  Children are welcome to help with the raking.  We will be working from 

10.30am until 3.00pm.  Scythes, rakes and training all provided. 

Transition Allotments:  The mini allotment scheme has been a great success with 

5 allotmenteers currently growing lots of goodies despite the drought.  We are 

hoping to expand the scheme to offer some more mini plots, giving locals a 

chance to grow without the stress of a large area to care for.  We are mostly 

beginners but have plentiful sources of advice and help each other out if needed.  

Please contact Anna via the email below if you are interested. 

Minibus:  Bookings for the Transition minibus are busy at the moment so if you’re 

organising a wedding, a trip to a concert or show, or just a day out with friends, 

get your diary out and send an email to mikehenchy19@gmail.com to reserve the 

minibus as soon as possible.  Note that if you have booked the minibus and are 

collecting it from the King’s Cliffe Ex Servicemen’s Club, you or the driver will need 

to produce a copy of your booking form and an item of ID.  This is to ensure only 

authorised people have access to the key to the bus. 

Contact: :  If you want more information about any of our activities or want to get 

involved, please get in touch: info@transitionkingscliffe.org.uk 

www.transitionkingscliffe.org.uk   Transition Kings Cliffe                 Charles Tomalin 
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The Way We Were 
Thank you to everyone who has joined in with our King’s Cliffe Heritage project 

‘Who was here in 1911?’ by displaying their blue plaque roundel and any 
photographs we were able to supply from our archives.  The roundels have 

generated so much interest – not just among people living in the village but also 

for visitors walking through. 

The project was based on the Census taken on 2nd April 1911, revealing not just 

‘Who was here’ then but also how they earned a living.  The census return always 
lists the Head of Household first and this is the name which we included on each 

blue roundel.  In 1911, as in all the previous 10-yearly censuses since 1841, the 

vast majority of Heads of Household were men, usually the husband/father, with 

the wife and other family members following on.  The relatively few women 

Heads were often widows, typically with no occupation shown.  ‘Personal 
Occupation’, where there was one, had to be entered for each individual whether 

they were children at school, or adults employed, working ‘on their own account’, 

or retired.  Of the 271 household returns, just over a hundred of the Heads of 

Household were engaged in farming: 11 farmers; 90 farm workers including 
shepherds, cowmen and horse-keepers; 5 agricultural traction-engine drivers.  

Other trades and crafts were an important feature in village life.  Twenty-eight 

men worked in the timber trade, felling, carting or working in George Miles’ saw-

mills in Park Street.  Eighteen men were gardeners, either jobbing domestic 
gardeners or market gardeners.  Thirty-five men worked in the building trades; as 

stone masons, brick-layers, slaters, carpenters, plumbers, painters and 

decorators.  The two cart and wheel-wright businesses in the village – Messrs 

Stokes & Son in Park Street and J & R Chapman in Bridge Street – employed skilled 
craftsmen including blacksmiths, carpenters, wheel-wrights and coach-painters.  

The saddler and harness-maker, Frederic Blake in Park Street, was kept busy by 

the large number of horses, mostly working horses, in the village at that time.  By 

1911, the long-standing craft of wood-turning, which had provided a living for so 
many Cliffe families over centuries, was dying out and only nine wood-turners 

were listed.  The village was also served by shoe-makers, fishmongers, small shop-

keepers, butchers and bakers. 

The work done by women in 1911 is much less easily seen.  Some did put an 

occupation on the census return: for example, Charlotte Blake, Dressmaker; Eliza 

Sauntson, Laundress; Ida and Florrie Chapman, both school teachers.  Many 
women and girls were employed in various types of domestic work, as house-

keepers, maids, charwomen, cooks, and ‘mother’s help at home’.  But many more 

women in the census showed no occupation at all, whilst no doubt being very 

fully occupied with raising and caring for their families.  Often the wives and 
children of farm workers would be called on to work in the fields at harvest time. 

Continued on page 13 ... 
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Underground Centre (Lower Floor Village Hall) 
The Duck Race 2018 was a huge success and we raised an incredible £4,500!  The 

sun shone, the burgers sizzled, the drinks flowed, the magician worked his magic, 

the inflatables kept lots of youngsters busy and Poor Boy sounded amazing on 

Malting’s Green.  Let’s not forget the incredible sight of 1,500 ducks going down 

the Willow Brook either! 

Special thank you to our event sponsors PC Howard and Moore Stephens.  A big 

thank you to everyone who donated a raffle prize: FP Smiths Motor Group, 

Bounce, Tramp-2-Lean, Arthur’s Mobile Fish & Chips, AMF Bowling, Cross Keys, 

ATS, Oak Lane Cleaning Company, Collyweston Slater, Hareloch Grooming, Sue 

Kirk, Beauty By Rebekah, Glyn Aspinall and The Hub (Oundle).  Thank you also to 

the Club and King’s Cliffe Shopper for selling ducks for us, to Jodie Butterwick for 

face painting and to Tim Verrinder too!  Finally, a big thank you to Heritage, 

Wildplaces and Gardeners Association for coming to join us - we very much 

enjoyed having you all as part of Duck Race this year. 

Thank you to everyone who bought a duck and/or came to support the event, 

thank you to everyone who baked cakes for us and a massive thank you to 

everyone who helped us on the day - we very much appreciate it!  Here’s to next 

year!                                                  Katy Weeks (undergroundcentre@hotmail.co.uk) 

 

Growing a Love for Learning 

We are having an open day for prospective families of 

children who are due to start Primary School in 

September 2019. 

If you have a child who turns 4 years old between 1st 

September 2018 and 31st August 2019 come along to 

see the school in action.   

 

If you have any further queries please contact the 

School Office on 01780 470259  or visit our website at 

www.kingscliffeschool.co.uk  

King’s Cliffe Endowed 
Primary School, 

Kings Forest, King’s 
Cliffe, PE8 6XS. 

Primary School Open Day  
For September 2019 New Intake  

Wednesday 4th October  
9:30am-11:30am and 1:30pm-3:00pm 
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St Nicholas Church, Bulwick 
Bulwick Annual Horticultural Show 25th & 26th August: The Horticultural Show 

committee work very hard to ensure that the event is an enjoyable and a good 

community event so please do your best to support their efforts by abiding with 

entries deadline and rules; regrettably no late entries will be accepted.  If you 

have misplaced your schedule I have left a few spares on the table at the back of 

the church or contact me.  Please see the schedule for all the programme of 

events.  Offers of a raffle or tombola prize and cakes for the teas would be most 

welcome.  Two new awards are being introduced this year: the MacVarish Award 

for the runner-up in Senior Photography and the Blatherwycke Award for highest 

points in the Craft classes 64-66. 

There will be two registration sessions on Monday 20th August in St Nicholas 

Church: 10.30am to 12noon and 6.00pm to 8.00pm.  Photographic exhibits must 

accompany your entry form as the team need to code and classify the exhibits 

ready for judging.  If you are away for the registration sessions but still wish to 

exhibit you can leave your entry form and any photographic exhibits with me or 

other committee members (see schedule for details).  There will be teas, tombola, 

and craft stalls in the village centre on both afternoons, and David Haynes will 

open his cottage garden in Rectory Lane on both afternoons; well worth a visit.  

The Show has been organised for 36 years; let us hope we can keep going. 

Ride and Stride 8th September:  This event is a good way to support the church 

or chapel of your choice and help raise funds for the Northamptonshire Historic 

Churches Trust.  Sponsorship monies raised are divided 50% to NHCT to assist 

churches/chapels throughout the county and 50% to the church or chapel of your 

choice.  You can either cycle, walk or act as a recorder in Bulwick or Blatherwycke 

church.  I have the sponsorship forms now together with further details.  Support 

for this event would make a difference, so please consider if you can take part. 

Dress A Girl Update and Afternoon Tea Session:  In addition to the dedicated 

team of ladies who sew and knit there has been a lot of support from the villages 

which has made this a very successful project.  On 17th September we are back at 

2.00pm in Bulwick Village Centre for our annual Update and Afternoon Tea.  If you 

have supported us by donating materials, or would like to find out what we do, 

please join us for a cuppa and an update of where the items have been sent to. 

Old Time Music Hall Concert:  On Friday 19th October at 7:30pm an ‘Old Time 

Music Hall’ concert will take place at St Nicholas Church.  Tickets will be available 

at the end of August.                                          Alma O’Neill, Churchwarden (450300) 
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Laxton Village Hall 
Wow – what a summer it’s been so far!  After such a hard winter I think we were 

all craving the sunshine and we have certainly had a good dose of vitamin D. As I 

sit here typing my poor garden is looking very sorry for itself: the grass is yellow 

and crisp, plants have wilted and, as much as I love the sun, I’m hoping for some 

rain at the end of the week!  Here’s what’s happening in Laxton this month: 

Village Hall News: It’s a quiet month here in Laxton for the Village Hall, so a good 

opportunity to remind you that it is always available for hire at very reasonable 

rates.  Do you have an event you would like to put on?  Perhaps you would like to 

run a craft class or hold a talk on your area of expertise?  Recent initiatives have 

been an expert baking class, a dance introduction and an artist talk.  Do get in 

touch with Tim to talk through your idea on 01780 450005.  We also have books 

for sale in the foyer so, if you have any books you would like to donate, please 

drop them off when the hall is open.  Also another reminder that, if you would 

like to receive information about the Village Hall and community events your 

permission is needed.  Please send a request to info@laxtonvillagehall.org and 

chairman@laxtonvillagehall.org. 

Coffee Morning:  We will be holding our Coffee Morning on Saturday 11th August 

and it will be hosted by Debbie and Lesley.  As always, if you have any baked 

goods you would like to contribute then please do bring them along.  Do pop by if 

you can; it’s always a lovely morning with plenty of chat and laughter! 

Book Club: The book for August is House of Names by Colm Tóibín and we will 

meet to discuss it on Tuesday 14th August.  Colm Tóibín retells the ancient Greek 

story of Clytemnestra , brings a modern sensibility and language to this ancient 

classic, and gives this extraordinary character new life, so that we not only believe 

her thirst for revenge, but applaud it.  To join the Book Club or for more 

information please contact John McCrone on 01780 450782. 

Save the Date:  On Saturday 29th September we are holding an additional Coffee 

Morning as part of the MacMillan Biggest Coffee Morning.  More information to 

follow – do get involved.                                                                               Sam Marshall 

The Way We Were continued from page 10 
One other interesting feature in the 1911 census is the number of older residents 

describing themselves as ‘Old Age Pensioners’.  The Old Age Pension was a new 

thing: paid from 1st January 1909, it gave a small but assured income to those 

over the age of seventy, which might protect them from the dreaded necessity of 

‘going into the Workhouse’.                         Sue Trow-Smith for King’s Cliffe Heritage 
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Nature Notes for July and August 
This hot, dry spell certainly has turned all the grassland and roadside verges 

brown and made conditions for wild flowers challenging.  In many places the 

ground has been baked hard and wide cracks have appeared. 

Despite the weather, many butterflies have thrived 

in the calm, hot weather.  On the Village Field, 

Ringlets, Gatekeepers and the black and white 

patterned Marbled White (pictured left) are 

showing well.  Along the woodland rides of Old 

Sulehay, the large orange-winged Silver-washed 

Fritillary is plentiful, gliding down from the tree 

tops to feed on bramble flowers.  They are very fast 

fliers and don’t settle for long, but you may have a 

chance to see the silvery colour of their underwing.  

A Holly Blue even checked out the quality of the 

soft fruit on Stamford market. 

In the hedgerows around King’s Cliffe Active the bright yellow-headed 

Yellowhammer repeats its song; “A little bit of bread and no cheeeeese”.  They 

sometimes sing from overhead wires making their colour more obvious.  One 

morning a family of green woodpeckers searched for ants on the football pitches 

revealing their yellow-green rumps as they flew into the trees.  Their laughing call 

is know in Somerset as yaffling, hence it’s alternative name the Yaffle. 

With this heat, the most pleasant time to sit in the garden is evening.  As dusk 

begins to fall, bats emerge to circle erratically behind the house in pursuit of 

insects.  These are most likely to be pipistrelle although I claim no expertise on 

these intriguing mammals. 

As darkness approaches, the nightly routine exodus of the jackdaws, interspersed 

with a smaller number of rooks , takes place.  Hundreds of birds take to the sky 

from trees close to the river and head for their night time roost, calling loudly as 

they go. Finally, there is silence.                                                                          Fledgling 

Communicare 
The social group will be taking another day trip this month on Wednesday 15th to 

Stratford-upon-Avon. This is a popular destination with our regulars as there is 

plenty to see and do – nice shops to browse, pleasant eating places or perhaps a 

trip on the river. For further details please contact Clare on 01780 470437 email: 

superfoguk@aol.com.  Please note that there is no Coffee Morning in August. The 

next one will be on Friday 21st September.                                           Wendy Spencer 
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Northamptonshire Historic Churches Trust 

Ride and Stride for Churches 
Saturday 8th September 10.00am-6.00pm 

Come and join in The Northamptonshire Historic Churches 
Trust major annual fund raising event. 

Sponsored participants cycle or walk between as many 
churches and chapels as they choose. You can visit over 
350 churches and chapels in Northamptonshire, open with 
a warm welcome and refreshments at many. 

Ride 
It’s time to get your bikes out of the garage and pump up 
the tyres. Start planning your routes to see how many 
churches or chapels you could visit on the day. 

Stride 

If you are walking try driving to somewhere new and go 
for a walk as long as you visit some churches or chapels on 
the walk. 

Half the money raised by individual churches is returned 
to the church raising the money. 

The trust exists to make grants for the care of churches in 
Northamptonshire. 

Sponsored forms and a list of open churches and chapels 
will be available in our church from August. 

For further information contact Sheila on 03330 113776 
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All Saints & Saint James Church, King’s Cliffe 

Sunday 19th August at 10:30am 

Informal   ●   All-age   ●   Modern Worship Songs 

Come and join us for our 

Third  Sunday  Service 
which will be a 

Worsh ip  Songs of  Pra ise  
The service will last around 45 minutes with 

refreshments served afterwards. 

Free, independent and confidential 

Come and see us at All Saints and St James Church, King’s Cliffe 
on the last Friday of every month from 9.00 - 11.00am 

in respect of Debt & Benefit issues. 

Referrals can be made to our Specialist Housing, Immigration 
and Employment Law Advisors. 

For further details or to arrange an appointment please contact our 
Rushden Office 01933 313020 

Registered Charity 1128718                                                           Member of Advice UK 
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Celebrate King’s Cliffe and the Beautiful 
Countryside and Towns around us 
Take a photograph from anywhere 

‘Up to Half an Hour from King’s Cliffe’ 
Winning entries will be included in 

Celebrating King’s Cliffe Community Calendar 
Photos to be judged by show visitors  

Come and vote  

King’s Cliffe Produce and Flower Show 
The Memorial Hall Sunday 12th August  doors open 2:30pm 

1st  Prize Garden Centre Voucher value £60 

2nd Prize Burghley House Family Voucher House & Gdns 

3rd Prize Sacrewell Farm Family Day Voucher 

Under 16s: 1st  Prize: £20 , 2nd Prize: £10 , 3rd Prize: £5 

Entry Forms for photos to be Received by Thursday 9th August 2018 

Exhibits to Hall Sunday 12th August before 11.00am 

See Flyer for entry forms in shops and club 
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BULWICK ANNUAL 
HORTICULTURAL SHOW 

Staged in St Nicholas Church, Bulwick 

Public viewing on: 
Saturday 25th August from 2.00 – 5.00 pm 
Sunday 26th August from 1.00 – 4.30 pm 

 

Teas & Stalls in the Village Centre 
on Saturday and Sunday afternoon 

All proceeds for St Nicholas Church Funds 
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THE CROSS KEYS INN 
2 West Street, King’s Cliffe, PE8 6XA. 

01780 470276 

Website:  crosskeyskingscliffe.uk 

Under New Ownership 
Food now served daily 

New à la carte restaurant open for bookings 
New menu range available daily 

Happy Hour every day from 6.00pm-7.00pm - £3.00 per pint 

Sunday-Thursday 11.00am - Midnight 
Friday-Saturday 10.00am - 1.00am 

À la carte ● Bar Menu ● Breakfast Menu ● Bottomless Brunch ● Fixed Price Menu 

King’s Cliffe & Area Old Blokes’ Club 
A Club primarily for older men who believe they are an Old Bloke 

Regular programme includes:- 

• Lunch meeting with speaker first Monday cost £5 (Mike Herring) 

• Visit place of interest middle Monday cost £10 to £15 (Mike Herring) 

• Get Fitter group each Wednesday morning 10.00am cost £3 (Ian Cooke) 

• Walking Football each Monday afternoon 3.00pm cost £3 ( Ian Cooke) 

The Get Fitter group caters for all levels of existing fitness. 
All meetings at King’s Cliffe Active Sports Field. 

No membership fees. 
No obligation to attend regularly. 

To get regular details of club activities send your e mail address to Mike Herring. 

Mike Herring – mikedot1@btinternet.com 
Ian Cooke – iecooke_84@yahoo.com 
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King’s Cliffe Club 
 

August Entertainment 
 

Friday 3rd World Beer Day come and try our beers 
from near and far 

 
Friday 10th Film showing – Paddington Bear – 4.30pm 
£2 Members £5 non-members, popcorn and ice-cream 

included 
 

Friday 17th  Film Showing – Peter Rabbit – 4.30pm  
£2 Members £5 non-members, popcorn and ice-cream 

included 
 

Saturday 18th Film Showing – Grease 8pm - Drinks 
Voucher for Best Fancy Dress! 

 
Thursday 16th – National Rum Day 

 
Sunday 26th – Come and have some Bank Holiday 

Fun with Underground – Bar-B-Q Bouncy Castle and 
stalls games and crafts. 

 
Reminder: Every Friday is Fizz Friday 

Sunday Nights Bingo from 8pm 
 

New Members Always Welcome 
C.I.U Affiliated 
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Our own range of products prepared in small batches, using only natural ingredients, 
including The Cuban Breakfast™ (based on the Mojito Cocktail), The Amorous Breakfast 
(the Sea Breeze Cocktail), The Boozy Dark Breakfast and The Bloody Mary Chutney™ 

Gift Baskets and hampers made to order. 

We stock an interesting range of speciality foods. 

Also freshly made sandwiches, homemade cakes, sausage rolls, scotch eggs, cold drinks, 
crisps, ice-cream, milk, bread, local organic eggs ….. 

 Monday to Friday 09.00 – 17.00 
 Saturday 09.30 – 16.30 

The Small Shop with The Big Welcome! 

BULWICK  VILLAGE  STORES 
For Fine Food 

15 Main Street   Bulwick   NN17 3DY 

T/F: 01780 450774 E: camille@thepickledvillage.com 

Taste before you buy! 
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KING’S CLIFFE 
BAKERY 

68 WEST STREET 
KING’S CLIFFE 

Tel: 01780 470205 

DOOR TO DOOR DELIVERIES 

SHOP HOURS 
7AM TO 12 NOON 

MONDAY TO SATURDAY 

WHOLESALE AVAILABLE 

PHONE FOR PRICE LIST 

Village Pizzas 
Open Tue – Sat for 

Collection  4.30pm – 10pm 

or Delivery  6pm till 10pm 

01780 
784587 

View our Menu at 
www.villagepizzas.co.uk 
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Are your carpets and upholstery in need of a freshen up? 
Look no further! 

Fully trained and insured to clean carpets and upholstery 
for both domestic and commercial clients. 

Colin Smith is local to the area and can give you a 
competitive quote today. 

Don’t hesitate, give him a ring on  
01780 471015 or 07919857311  

Email:  mysmartcarpet@yahoo.co.uk 

MAN AND VAN 

• Large items collected and delivered. 

• (D.I.Y Stores and Furniture) 

• Appliance delivery. (White goods) 

• Student moves. 

• Pallet deliveries. 

• Local and national service. 

• Domestic and commercial customers 
welcome. 

• All vehicle sizes available and tailored 
to your requirements. 

• Competitive prices. 

• Goods in transit insurance of up to 
£50,000. 

For a quote contact Nick on 
07860 520470 or 
Email:  nickg@rnvans.com 

K.C. PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
KING’S CLIFFE 

• Extensions, Renovations, 
Conversions etc. 

• Repointing, Patios, Paving. 

• Stonework, Brickwork, 
Garden Walls. 

• Groundworks & Footings. 

• Digger Hire & Driver. 

• Plastering. 

• Interior & Exterior Decorating. 

FOR FREE QUOTATIONS PLEASE CALL 

KEVIN CUNNINGTON 
07946 139754 or 01780 470881 

MATT CZEREMSZNSKY 
07984 956947 
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R E Newton Ltd (Nassington) 
SPECIALIST CARPENTRY JOINERY & BUILDING WORK 

The Complete Refurbishment Specialist 

 Internal alterations to Extensions 

 Listed & Period Building Specialist 

 Hand Made Kitchens to your design and colour 

 Built in Wardrobes to cupboards/bookcases 

 Purpose made joinery – windows and doors 

Est. Since 1989 

www.renewton.com      Email: Edward@renewton.wanadoo.co.uk 

Tel:   Daytime 07831 256087   Evening 01780 782704 

FOR ALL YOUR CARPENTRY AND BUILDING NEEDS 

Martin James 

The Village Sweep 

Your local chimney sweeping service. 

Stove repairs: rope seals, firebricks etc. 

Certificates issued.    Fully insured. 

07749 438567 

01780 470275 

mhj1@btinternet.com 
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JOHN & JANE PAIGE 
specialise in 

wildlife, plants, 
landscapes and portraits 

The Manor House 
King’s Cliffe 

Tel: 01780 470247 
Fax: 01780 470334 

M. Kirk 
Gardening in King’s Cliffe 

since 1996 
Pruning and training of 

shrubs, small trees, 
climbers, roses, fruit trees 

and bushes. 

 
Please call Kirk 
Home 470 876 

Mobile 07506 782 024 
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Yoink 
Engineering 

Hand-crafted wrought ironwork 

• Bespoke Iron Beds, Chairs and 
Tables 

• Made to Measure Gates & 
Railings 

• Leaded Lights Repair, Re-crafting 

• Window Bars, Ornamental/
Security 

• Security Gates, Industrial or 
Domestic 

• Sand Blasting 

Call Rich to discuss your project. 

Mobile: 07950 797890 
Office: 01780 322223 
richrhodeslewis@gmail.com 

PETER RIDDINGTON LANDSCAPING  

We install Patios, Driveways, Ponds, Stone Walls, 

Decking and Fencing. 

We plant Trees and shrubs and offer a complete 

Garden Maintenance. 

We supply and lay turf or grass seed with lawn management. 

Garden design service provided. 

Contact Peter Riddington today for a free quotation 

Telephone:  01780 783004         Mobile  07860 962068 

Email:  peter@peterriddington.co.uk 

Wayne Andrew 

Stone Mason & General Builder 

Fully qualified conscientious 
worker with over 35 years 

experience 

A specialist in: 

• Dry stone Walling 

• Garden Walls 

• Repointing 

• Fireplaces 

• Patios, Indian Slabbing 

Free quotations and advice 

Contact Wayne Andrew 

07947581654 or 01780 470031 

wandrew07@aol.com 
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Est:1994 

Providing 20 Years Of Professional Dj’s & Equipment Hire For  

Weddings And Special Occasions. 

Dj Service – Equipment Hire – D.I.Y Disco’s – Festoon Lighting – Starcloth Backdrops 
Laser Systems External & Internal LED Venue Lighting - Fairy Lighting – Effects Lighting 

Illuminating Dance Floors – Chequered Dance Floors – Bubble, Snow & Foam Machines 

For more details or a free quotation please get in touch 

01780 470 983        07751 093 427 
www.strobediscoroadshow.co.uk       info@strobediscoroadshow.co.uk 

Facebook: Strobe Disco Roadshow       Instagram: strobediscoroadshow 

Elm Close, Sovereign Grange, King’s Cliffe 

Company Owner & Dj : Robert Giddings 

 

Bespoke picture 
framing 

Oils, watercolour, textiles, etc. 
Large or small. 

Contact: 

FELICITY THISTLETHWAITE 
m: 07943 127979 

t: 01780 470275 

e: fthistlethwaite@ 
    rocketmail.com 

First Class Sewing 
Tel: 07762 771290  

• Beautiful bespoke curtains, 
pelmets, roman blinds, cushion 
covers, upholstery, lampshades 
and soft furnishings to enhance 
your home. 

• Free design consultancy for 
fabrics, curtain poles, lining 
types, fittings and interiors. 

• Sourcing and supply of fabrics 
and samples. 

• Clothing and curtain alterations. 

• Garment making. 

We offer a free collection and 
delivery service. 

www.firstclasssewing.co.uk  

http://www.strobediscoroadshow.co.uk
mailto:info@strobediscoroadshow.co.uk
http://www.strobediscoroadshow.co.uk
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01780 720 516 
0780 901 6722 

Octopus Computers 
For ALL your computing needs 

 Hardware Software 
 Websites E-mail 
 Broadband Networks 
 Support Security 
 Microsoft  Apple 

In your home or office 

Working for more than a decade in 
Stamford and Rutland 

info@OctopusComputers.com 
www.OctopusComputers.com 

Andy Kemp 
 Computer Support 

 Web Site Design 

 User Training 

Specialising in Home 

Users, Home Workers and 

Small Businesses. 

01832 720522 

07738 274383 

andy.kemp@mail.com 
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E.M.DORMAN 
FUNERAL DIRECTOR Dip.F.D. 

A family concern 
giving a 24 hour 

personal service to all areas 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 

Golden Charter 
Pre-Paid Plans Available 

Tel: Uppingham 
01572 823976 

CROWSONS 
D.W. Gunn DipFD 

A FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS 
SERVING THE COMMUNITY 

FOR OVER ONE HUNDRED YEARS 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BARNWELL, OUNDLE, PETERBOROUGH, PE8 5PS 

01832 
272269 

01832 
272269 

• Caring personal attention 
• Chapels of rest 
• 24 hour service to all areas 
• Flowers and catering available 
• Memorials 
• Advice on Golden Charter pre-payment Schemes 

Secure 

STORAGE 

 

Locally owned secure store for 

your equipment, furniture and 

other items in King’s Cliffe.  

Call Anne on 470455 or Email 
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King’s Cliffe Village Hall 

Tuesdays 
2.30 - 3.30 
Over 60s 
Keep Fit 

For better strength, stamina, 
balance & coordination. 

Call Mandy Glen 
01780 470221 / 07949 736505 

(Also for the less able of any age) 

 For more info please call GILL 
on 07956 058107 or email 
gill@thelifestyleleader.co.uk 

Fotheringhay Village Hall 
Tuesdays 11-12 midday 

Thursdays 10.30 – 11.30am and 6 – 7 pm 

Small groups (up to 10 people).  All classes are 

suitable for beginners and improvers. 

Pre-booking is essential. 

Yoga For You 
For Core Strength 
and Calm 

Mon: 10.30 Laxton Village Hall NN17 3AT. 

7.30pm King’s Cliffe Memorial Hall PE8 6XD. 

Tue: 5.45 & 7pm Wansford Christie Hall PE8 6JS 

Thur: 10am Wansford Christie Hall 

4.30 Gentle/Chair and 6.30 Hatha Yoga, 

Easton-on-the-Hill Village Hall, PE9 3NN. 

Fri: 9.30 Yogamummys (bring babes & tots) 

King’s Cliffe Underground, PE8 6XD 

11.45 Lunch-hour Yoga for All, Wansford 

Christie Hall. Drop In £7 

Beginners Welcome at all classes. 

Yoga for Relaxation (Book in advance) 

£5 first class passes or ‘Drop In’ 1-1 sessions £30. 

Penny Taylor - Full Dip & Advanced Tutor 

pennyyoga@yahoo.co.uk  07960267986 
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Anxious?  Stressed? 

No Confidence? 

Unfulfilled?  Trapped? 

Lacking Inspiration? 

Feeling Lost?  In a Rut? 

Hypnosis and 

Therapy 

to 

Rediscover Your Fun 
and Vitality 

Call Me Now 

Bernice Hardwick 
Tel: 01780 678565 

bernice@seechanges.co.uk 

www.seechanges.co.uk 
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Melanie’s 
Qualified Hairdresser 

92 West Street, King’s Cliffe 
Tel: 01780 470371 

Shampoo & Sets 

Blow Drying 

Permanent Tinting 

Semi Colouring 

Perming 

High & Low Lights 

Wet Cuts 

Dry Cuts 

ManageMe.com 

Executive Assistant Services and 
Business Administration Solutions 

ATTENTION BUSINESS OWNERS! 

Does administration distract you? 

ManageMe.com offers bespoke 
admin and Executive Assistant 

solutions allowing you to focus on 
doing what you do best. 

Contact us to discuss your 
requirements, no task is too big or 

too small 

07867 537504  
Facebook: @DelegationServices 

“Supporting Local Business 
to do Business” 
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Simba’s Den Day Nursery 
Main Street, Bulwick, NN17 3DY 

Outstanding homely childcare in an idyllic countryside location 

Open all year Monday to Friday 8am-6pm 

Fully funded 2 and 3 year old places available. 

Pre-school led by an early year’s professional. 

Close links to all schools. 

Weekly Ballet lessons from 2 years. 

Weekly forest school sessions at Fineshade wood. 

Lovely large outside area. 

Telephone: 01780 450937 

Email/Web: info@simbasden.co.uk   www.simbasden.co.uk 

 Early years education for children aged 2 - 4 

Growing a Love for Learning 
King’s Cliffe Endowed Pre-school offers the highest 

standards of care and play opportunities to children 

aged 2 to 4 years. 

Our ethos is to nurture and establish our children’s love 

for learning and exploration by providing the best 

possible experiences and opportunities. 

For more information please contact the School Office 

on 01780 470259 or email 

katy.evans@kingscliffeschool.co.uk 

We offer sessions that  

run from 9.00am until 3.00pm. 

 

Please visit our website at www.kingscliffeschool.co.uk for 

more information about our wonderful Pre-School. 

King’s Cliffe Endowed 
Pre-School, 

Kings Forest, King’s Cliffe, 
PE8 6XS. 



Diary 

 

The Gazette is published by All Saints and St James Church, King’s Cliffe 

as a service to the community.  It is written, edited and distributed by 

volunteers from all three parishes.  An electronic version is available here: 

www.kingscliffe.church/gazette 

Gazette Contacts 
You are requested to make contact by Email whenever possible. 

Editor (Articles, News and Events): David Teall,  gazette@kingscliffe.church 

Commercial Advertising: Andrea Fern,  andrea.fern@avus-consulting.co.uk 

Hand-written contributions can be left in the box at the back of King’s Cliffe church. 

The Closing Date for all copy is the 15th of the previous month. 

August 
  1 Aug Evergreen Club 14:00 The Club, KC 
  4 Aug Transition BikeFix 10:00-12:00 Forest Approach, KC 
  5 Aug KC Village Hall Teas 14:00-16:30 Village Hall, KC 
11 Aug Laxton Coffee Morning 10:30-12:00 Village Hall, Laxton 
11 Aug Wildplaces Scything 10:30-15:00 Village Field, KC 
11 Aug Messy Church Pop Up 14:30-16:00 Underground, KC 
12 Aug KC Village Hall Teas 14:00-16:30 Village Hall, KC 
12 Aug KC Produce & Flower Show 14:30-16:30 Village Hall, KC 
14 Aug Laxton Book Club 19:30-21:00 Village Hall, Laxton 
17 Aug Laid Back Ladies Trip 13:30 J Clare Cottage, Helpston 
19 Aug KC Village Hall Teas 14:00-16:30 Village Hall, KC 
20 Aug Bulwick Show Entries 10:30-12:00 Parish Church, Bulwick 
20 Aug Bulwick Show Entries 18:00-20:00 Parish Church, Bulwick 
25 Aug Bulwick Horticultural Show 14:00-17:00 Church & Village Centre 
26 Aug Bulwick Horticultural Show 13:00-16:30 Church & Village Centre 
26 Aug KC Village Hall Teas 14:00-16:30 Village Hall, KC 
26 Aug KC Heritage Centre open 14:00-17:00 27 Bridge Street, KC 
27 Aug KC Heritage Centre open 14:00-17:00 27 Bridge Street, KC 

September 
  6 Sep Women’s Fellowship Meeting 14:00 Parish Church, KC 
  8 Sep Ride and Stride All Day All our Churches 
10 Sep Old Blokes’ Club Talk 19:30 Parish Church, KC 
12 Sep KC Church Coffee Morning 10:30-12:00 46a Bridge Street, KC 
12 Sep Communicare AGM 18:30 Wansford Surgery 
17 Sep Dress A Girl Workshop 14:00 Village Centre, Bulwick 


