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Church Notices

From the Parish Priest
Easter and Beyond
The documentaries Grenfell Minute by Minute and Manchester 100 Days
After both gave insights into the unfolding of a tragedy. Viewers were able
to understand more about what happened through live footage taken as
the tragedies unfurled, and through interviews with survivors, bereaved
families and members of the emergency services. The documentaries
considered what happened, both immediately afterwards and then in the
days and weeks that followed.
The purpose of these documentaries was not primarily to consider in
depth the issues that were behind what happened or to consider long
term implications but rather to inform and enable the viewer to better
understand what happened and the human consequences of these
tragedies.
When we read the Gospel accounts of the arrest, trial and killing of Jesus
we do not have access to such documentary material but we can, never
the less, try to piece together the most likely course of events in that last
week of his life, including his challenge to the temple authorities, the
religious elite. We can also think about the thoughts and feelings of those
closest to Jesus: those who stayed with him in his time of trial and those
who did not; those who witnessed that they had seen him after he had
died, leading them to believe that he had been raised, and those who did
not see but also believed that he had overcome sin and death and given a
hopeful path for humanity based on forgiveness and reconciliation.
Philip Davies

From the Parish Registers
We extend our thoughts and prayers to all those who are bereaved
remembering particularly the family and friends of:
Walter James Richardson
David Robert Carey
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Church Notices

The Benefice of
King’s Cliffe, Bulwick & Blatherwycke and Laxton
Incumbent
Reverend Philip Davies
470314
Reader
David Teall
450407
Co-ordinator
Katy Evans (contact via Benefice Office)
Benefice Office
office@kingscliffe.church
479249
The office is open for general enquiries including baptisms and weddings
on Tuesdays from 10.00am to 12.30pm.
Churchwardens
King’s Cliffe

Felicity Thistlethwaite
Stephen White

470275
470293

Bulwick & Blatherwycke

Alma O`Neill

450300

Laxton

Michael Harrison
Rupert Boyle

450362
450260

Church Services in May
All Saints and St James - King’s Cliffe
Each Wednesday
10:00
Holy Communion
6 May
10:30
Benefice Communion*
13 May
10:30
Family Communion*
20 May
Pentecost
10:30
Third Sunday Service
27 May
Trinity Sunday
10:30
Family Communion*
* Children’s Groups (CHAOS) take place during these services.
St Nicholas - Bulwick
20 May

11:00

Holy Communion

All Saints - Laxton
10 May
Ascension Day
13 May

19:30
09:00

Benefice Communion
Holy Communion

Holy Trinity - Blatherwycke
27 May
Trinity Sunday

18:00

Evening Prayer

For further information about all the services in our Benefice including
Collyweston and Easton-on-the-Hill visit: www.kingscliffe.church
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Church Notices

Readings and Prayers for the Sundays in May
6 May
NT
Sixth Sunday of Easter
Gospel
We pray for all the residents of Collyweston.

Acts 10 v44-48
John 15 v9-17

13 May
NT
Seventh Sunday of Easter
Gospel
We pray for all the residents of Laxton.

Acts 1 v15-17, 21-26
John 17 v6-19

20 May
NT
Acts 2 v1-21
Pentecost
Gospel
John 15 v26-27; 16 v4b-15
We pray for all the residents of Easton-on-the-Hill.
27 May
NT
Romans 8 v12-17
Trinity Sunday
Gospel
John 3 v1-17
We pray for all who live in Ash Close, Bridge Street, Blatherwycke Road, Church
Walk and Dakin Close, King’s Cliffe.

Community Café
at King’s Cliffe Parish Church
8.45am to 11.00am every Friday
Pop in to enjoy a coffee or tea, some delicious
home-baked goods and a friendly chat.
Everyone welcome
Two Evenings in May
Thursday 10th May

Benefice Service for Ascension Day
Holy Communion 7.30pm at All Saints Laxton
We welcome Reverend David Bond to preach
Monday 21st May

Looking Back at Easter
7.45pm at All Saints and St James, King’s Cliffe
An opportunity to think more about the Resurrection of Jesus
What really happened?
All welcome
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News from King’s Cliffe

Women’s World Day of Prayer Service.
This year the service was written by a group of women from Suriname. As we
participated in the service, it was interesting to learn about this South American
country, and to share in their focus of All God’s Creation is Very Good. We were
reminded that we all have a responsibility to take care of our world for those who
will inherit it from us. Thanks to everyone who took part and to those who
donated plates of food to provide a delicious lunch.
Christine Ball

Coffee Morning
Despite the cold and rainy morning a good crowd enjoyed last month’s Coffee
Morning at the home of Maureen and Michael Marshall. Delicious coffee,
homemade cakes and biscuits were served with plenty of conversation. Thank
you to Maureen and Michael for hosting the event and to everyone who donated
raffle prizes. The total amount raised for church funds was £200.60.
This month’s Coffee Morning is on the 9th May at 102 West Street, the home of
Lloyd and Gill Caddick. Do please come along, it is always a most enjoyable
morning.
Janet Howard

King’s Cliffe Women’s Fellowship
Last month we welcomed David Teall who gave us an insight into the techniques
of Church Bell Ringing. His talk, which included listening to recordings of rounds
and methods, made us appreciate the complexities of this art and gave us a
deeper appreciation of the skill. We learnt from David that 1,400 Bell Ringers lost
their lives during the First World War. As a living memorial, Towers across the
country are endeavouring to recruit 1,400 new ringers during 2018. David would
be pleased to hear from anyone who is interested in being one of them.
Our next meeting will be at 2.00pm on Thursday 3rd May in King’s Cliffe Church
when Stephen Cottard will speak on Musical Reminiscences.
Mandy Barber & Janet Howard

Laid Back Ladies
Our meeting this month will be held in the Ex-Servicemen’s Club at 7.30pm on
Tuesday 15th May when we will be entertained by Kate Moss of Holistic Living.
Kate will be demonstrating and explaining the art of reflexology and several lucky
ladies will be volunteering their feet for treatment. Kate will also bring along a
selection of her aromatherapy products for purchase. All ladies, whether
members or not, are welcome to come along for a small charge of £2.50. The
competition letter this month is ‘U’. For more information please ring Diana on
01780 470427 or Brenda on 01780 470984.
Pat Hawkins
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News from King’s Cliffe

Concert by Oundle School Jazz Orchestra and Schola Cantorum
This was a fantastic performance to a large, appreciative audience. Our grateful
thanks to Oundle School staff and pupils who delighted us with their music, and to
all those who gave food and raffle prizes or who assisted on the night. The
magnificent sum of £1,280 was raised for church funds.
Christine Ball

Christian Aid Week: 13th – 19th May
During Christian Aid Week, people come together from all walks of life to step out
in support of the world’s poorest communities. Residents of King’s Cliffe, Bulwick,
Blatherwycke and Laxton can support refugees in Rohingya, Syria and Yemen, and
help those who have endured unimaginable natural disasters around the world.
In King’s Cliffe please look out for a red envelope that will be posted through your
letterbox in which you can give a donation, big or small. These will be collected a
couple of days later. In Bulwick, Blatherwycke and Laxton the red envelope is
enclosed with this Gazette. In Laxton the envelopes will be collected, and in
Bulwick and Blatherwycke they can be dropped off at the addresses provided.
There will be a Christian Aid Service and Lunch on Sunday 6th May at which a
guest speaker will explain more about the work of the charity. Please join in with
Christian Aid week in anyway you can.
Jo Jones

King’s Cliffe Gardeners’ Association
We’ve got two great events coming up this month. The first is the Annual Plant
Sale to be held on Sunday 13th May at The Walnuts. Our monthly meeting is a
visit to Burghley House on Wednesday 30th May. Peter Glassey will be giving us a
talk on Ancient Trees at Burghley, and there will be access to parts of the Park not
normally open to the public. The cost for the tour is £14.50. Further details are
available from June Hakes on 470452.
Jobs for May: Here are some key jobs to be done this month: Lift and divide
overcrowded clumps of daffodils and other bulbs. Watch for late frosts before
planting out summer bedding. Keep weeds under control. Plant up hanging
baskets and containers once warm enough. Earth up potatoes, and around the
base of broad beans for extra support. Thin out beetroot and spinach seedlings.
Plant out bean and other seedlings started indoors. Sow sweet corn, lettuce,
radish and peas as the soil warms. If there’s a dry spell, check fruits are well
watered to ensure good setting and fruit development. Apply fertiliser and weed
killer to established lawns and continue to sow new lawns. Check for nesting
birds before clipping hedges.
Lindsay Kubicki
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News from King’s Cliffe

King’s Cliffe Heritage Centre
In May we’ll be open on Monday May 7th (May Bank Holiday), Sunday 27th and
Monday 28th (Spring Bank Holiday) between 2.00 and 5.00pm on each day. Our
displays and digital archive will help you explore many different aspects of life in
King’s Cliffe over the years. If you are relatively new to the village, the Heritage
Centre is a great place to get to know more about your new home and, if you
have lived here a long time, we have lots of things to help trigger your memories!
Our regular opening times will continue through to October on the 4th Sunday of
each month and every Bank Holiday Monday. Entry is free. Look for our hanging
sign at 27 Bridge Street which tells you we are open. Disabled access is via a ramp
at the rear. Parking for visitors is on Bridge Street. To arrange a visit outside our
normal opening times, call us on 0843 8869395.
Sue Trow-Smith

Village Hall Teas
The Village Hall Teas Team will be baking and boiling kettles for Teas on Sunday
20th May between 2.00pm and last orders at 4.30pm. Be tempted by delicious
homemade cakes and scones, freshly-brewed tea and coffee, and hot buttery
toasted tea-bread. Come and browse our Book Corner to find an interesting read.
Homemade preserves on sale include a variety of marmalades and jams. All the
proceeds from our Teas go towards the upkeep and improvement of the Village
Hall and we look forward to welcoming you.
Village Hall Teas Team

Wansford Surgery Taking the Plunge
Wansford Surgery and Wansford Pharmacy are being very brave and entering two
teams in this year’s Peterborough Dragon Boat Race on 9th June 2018. The teams
are made up of doctors, nurses, pharmacists and admin staff. We are a bunch of
(mainly) novices but are willing and enthusiastic and are raising funds in support
of Thorpe Hall Hospice. You can make a donation via our Virgin Just Giving page:
just search for Wansford Surgery. Alternatively there are collection boxes in the
surgeries.
Annette Johnson

Thank you
I would like to thank everyone who has helped and supported me since my
operation and bereavement and also a big thank you to all who have helped with
Freddie. Grateful thanks too, to Bill and Alice for the loan of the wheelchair. All
that you have all done and continue to do is very much appreciated.
Angela Hetherington
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News from King’s Cliffe

King’s Cliffe Parish Council
Allotments: We have one more allotment available so, should any budding
gardeners be interested in it, or even part of it, then please do not hesitate to
contact the Clerk for more information.
The Pytchell: It has been brought to our attention that vandalism is currently an
issue and some damage has occurred. Should you see or wish to report anything
please contact the Parish Clerk.
Highway Junctions: We have been made aware that several junctions/crossings
within King’s Cliffe are having issues with vehicles being parked too close to
junctions and would like to highlight two rules from the Highway Code.
• Rule 242: You must not leave your vehicle or trailer in a dangerous position or
where it causes any unnecessary obstruction of the road. The section of the
Road Traffic Act 1988 on ‘Leaving vehicles in dangerous positions’ specifies: If
a person in charge of a vehicle causes or permits the vehicle or a trailer drawn
by it to remain at rest on a road in such a position or in such condition or in
such circumstances as to involve a danger of injury to other persons using the
road, he is guilty of an offence.
• Rule 243: Do not stop or park anywhere you would prevent access for
Emergency Services or opposite or within 10 metres (32 feet) of a junction,
except in an authorised parking space.
Decriminalized Parking Enforcement (DPE) means that a council is responsible for
enforcing the on-street parking in their area or, if they do not do so, it is the
responsibility of the local police force East Northamptonshire operate DPE using
their local enforcement officers.
Potholes/Drains: The Parish Council would like to encourage residents of King’s
Cliffe to continue to report issues with potholes or blocked drains via Street
Doctor website as this clearly speeds up the process of getting things repaired:
streetdoctor@northamptonshire.gov.uk.
Tracey Green (Parish Clerk)
www.king’scliffeparishcouncil.co.uk 01780 470799 clerk@king’scliffeparishcouncil.co.uk

Archive of the Trees
Edwina Fitzpatrick’s art residency The Archive of the Trees is taking place in
Fineshade Wood until July 2018. This is part of a two-year residency programme
organised by Fermynwoods Contemporary Art who have been funded by Arts
Council England. It involves art sited in both the Wood and a new gallery space in
the Arches, next to the café, from July 2018.
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News from King’s Cliffe
Edwina is looking inside this Wood’s trees to find their secrets. She has
collaborated with Swansea University’s UK Oak Project to collect and analyse very
small cores from healthy mature trees in Fineshade Wood – the samples didn’t
harm the trees. The cores reveal the tree’s age, growing patterns, past weather
conditions and stresses such as diseases. In effect, they are the tree’s own
archive: each specimen reveals its ‘autobiography’.
As both Fineshade Wood and Rockingham Forest’s villages are deeply
intertwined, Edwina is inviting you to contribute your observations about both
the Wood’s trees and unusual weather you’ve experienced in the area both now
and spanning previous decades. To take part please use the projects website’s
contact page. You can either respond to the questions online or use it to contact
Edwina to meet her in person.
The tree and human ‘autobiographies’ will be combined with the images of each
tree’s secret interior archive and be exhibited in both the new Arches gallery and
the Wood itself. The website is www.archiveofthetrees.co.uk and Edwina’s past
project can be found at www.edwinafitzpatrick.com.
Edwina Fitzpatrick

The Cinnamon Trust
The Cinnamon Trust is a national charity whose wonderful volunteers help people
over retirement age and those in the latter stages of a terminal illness by offering
all kinds of pet care. We urgently need volunteers so, if you would like to help,
we would be delighted to hear from you.
What happens if illness, injury or just the fact that we all get older eventually
affects our ability to look after our four legged companions? A large number of
elderly or ill pet owners become very worried about their ability to care for their
pets, feeling that their only option is to rehome them, this is where our national
network of dedicated volunteers step in to offer support enabling them to stay
together. We’ll walk the dog for a housebound owner, we’ll foster pets when
owners need hospital care, we’ll fetch the cat food and even clean out the bird
cage or litter trays.
If you would like a chat about volunteering or to request a registration form,
please email us at appeals@cinnamon.org.uk, call us on 01736 758707 during
office hours or check out our website at www.cinnamon.org.uk.
Tressa Herriott
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Transition King’s Cliffe

Transition King’s Cliffe for environment and community
Transition BikeFix: The first BikeFix this year on the first
Saturday of the month was a huge success and we were kept
flat out from 10.00 to 12.00. We prepared bikes for events,
fixed punctures, adjusted gears, tightened headsets, set brakes
and, importantly, chatted about bikes. Our next Bikefix on 5th
May will have a few second-hand items for sale including bikes,
suspension forks, pedals, bar ends, cages, mud guards and lots more.
Community Orchard: Last year Terence Smith kindly
bequeathed some funds to Transition in his will, and this has
funded a bench which has now been delivered and installed in
the orchard area of the Pytchell. We are obviously grateful to
him and his family for their support, and hope the village will
enjoy having another place to sit quietly and contemplate.
Wildplaces: Our April work party was spent on Maltings Green, dodging the
showers, removing some of the butterbur from behind the ponds and planting up
a wide range of bog and wetlands plants, sedges and rushes. It will take a little
time to settle down, but it should look a lot better by autumn, and the insects and
other wildlife will thank us! In May we will be back in the railway cutting at the
meadow bridge. After our major clearance there last year, it now needs a little
attention to control the hundreds of ash saplings which have shot up, and have a
first bash at the nettles. So, come and join us on Sunday 13th with secateurs or
loppers if you have them: from 10.00am until we finish.
In other news, a consultant ecologist has been over to
advise on our adder population. Through habitat neglect,
the number and range of adders in the village has
significantly reduced over the last decade and we need to
be mindful of the needs of this protected species. We now
have some useful pointers for further work to help them.
We also need to improve our records so, if anyone sees an adder anywhere
around the village, please let us know where and when.
Minibus: The Transition community minibus is available for groups or individuals
to use for a donation of 60p a mile. Contact Mike Henchy via SMS 07712 442774
or email mikehenchy19@gmail.com.
Contact: : If you want more information about any of our activities or want to get
involved, please get in touch: info@transitionkingscliffe.org.uk
www.transitionkingscliffe.org.uk Transition Kings Cliffe
Charles Tomalin
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The Way We Were

The Way We Were
This month, here are some extracts about farming taken from the school history
project about “Life in Grannie’s Day” in the early 20th century:
“The main arable crops grown were wheat, barley, oats, sugar-beet, potatoes,
mangolds, turnips and clover. Dairy stock, sheep and beef cattle were kept. Most
village butchers ran a small farm with sheep and beef cattle to provide the beef
and mutton for their shops and kept their own bacon pigs.
“In winter, not an animal was left in the fields. Sheep were shut into large open
yards, and all cattle into crew-yards, where they got a daily hay ration and were
fed mangolds and turnips. As the weather became milder the sheep went out to
graze the mangold fields and to the pastures to have their lambs. The cattle
stayed in until the 1st of May. In the summer, all sheep shearing was done by
hand and the fleeces taken away by wool firms who collected with horses and
carts. When the sugar-beet factory opened at Peterborough [in 1926], sugar-beet
began to be grown around Cliffe. It was taken to the railway station and loaded
onto a ‘beet train’ which took it to the sugar-beet factory for refining.
“All work on the farm was done with heavy horses and not a tractor was to be
seen. These massive Shire horses stood 16 – 18 hands high and weighed up to a
good ton-and-a-half. Every horse-keeper took great pride in his animals. Harness
was cleaned once a week and the horse brasses polished. The brasses were worn
on the martingale, breast plates, collar and forehead and were seen as good luck
charms for the land being farmed.
“The harvest was started as soon as the corn was ready to be cut. Cutting was
started by men using scythes, opening-up the field for the horse-drawn reaperbinder to follow. The cut corn was tied into sheaves which were propped-up
together in threes, to form a pyramid-like shape, and left standing in the fields to
allow the wind to dry them properly. [Once dry, the sheaves were loaded and
carted in to be stored in huge stacks built in the farm stack-yards.] Any corn left
on the fields was gleaned, mainly by the women and children, who earned one
shilling [5p] a day for doing this. Straight after harvest the fields were ploughed
up. There were no artificial fertilisers in those days, so manure from the winter
crew-yards was carted out to the fields and spread by hand using forks.”
Hard work indeed! Considering the importance of farming, both for employment
and for food production, our photographic archive has relatively few images of
farming activity in and around the village, but you can see these on our digital
archive at the Heritage Centre or by searching our on-line archive on our website
at www.kingscliffeheritage.org.
Sue Trow-Smith for KC Heritage
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News from Bulwick and Blatherwycke

St Nicholas Church, Bulwick
Gift Morning St Nicholas: Thank you to all who donated; your help is very much
appreciated. All contributions will go towards the upkeep of the church.
Dress A Girl Around the World Workshop: There will be two more workshops,
May 21st and June 18th at 2.00pm, before we ‘break up’ for the summer months
(July & August) returning on September 17th for our annual round-up of the
events to date followed by afternoon tea. All are welcome to come along to any
of the sessions to join in or just to see what we do.
Christian Aid Week May 13th - 20th: The donation envelopes are being delivered
with this issue of the Gazette. There will be no door to door collection but, if you
wish to donate, please return your envelope to Alma O’Neill (Bulwick) or Pat Teall
(Blatherwycke).
Bulwick Annual Horticultural Show 2018 Schedule: The 2018 schedule is now
being distributed to all eligible villages. The day for submitting your intended
entries will be Monday, 20th August. There will be a morning session and an
evening session, both held in the church. If you have not received your schedule
please contact me on 01780 450300. In order to cut down on printing costs very
few spares will be available, so please do not ‘misplace’ your copy.

Decorated Egg Competition and Egg Rolling: A good selection of Decorated Eggs
adorned the church during the Easter weekend. The winners are as follows: PreSchool - William Tyers, Lower Juniors - Oscar Moore, Upper Juniors - Isobel Dobbs
and Adults - Catherine Taylor. After the church service the Annual Egg Rolling
took place. Once again there was stiff competition among the competitors but
the outright winner for 2018 was Derek Jones (one of our treasured bell ringers).
Well done everyone for keeping the St Nicholas traditions alive.
Organ Concert and Cream Teas: On Sunday, May 20th from 3.00pm to 3:45pm
Ron Berry will entertain us with a selection of music which will be followed by a
Cream Tea served in the church at approximately 4.00pm. Tickets priced at £5 are
now available from Alma (450300). Please secure your ticket early as places for
the teas will be limited. All proceeds will be for church funds.
Holy Trinity Church, Blatherwycke: The Holy Trinity Sunday Service this year will
be a service of Evening Prayer on May 27th at 6.00pm. Access for those attending
the service will be through the gates by the bridge in the middle of the village.
Refreshments will be served after the service.
Alma O’Neill, Churchwarden (450300)
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News from Laxton

Laxton Village Hall
I hope by the time you read this we have had some good weather, as at present I
have the heating on full blast, the fire roaring and there is mist engulfing the
village - it feels more like autumn. Still, the promise of good weather next week is
keeping the spirits up so I’m hoping we are on the home run to summer now!
Coffee Morning for May will be on Saturday 12th and our hosts will be John and
Julie McCrone. We are still on the look out for hosts so please contact Tim
(450005) or Fiona (450235) or put your name on the rota in the hall. As always, if
you could provide a cake or savoury treat then do please bring them along.
Book Club: The book for May is The Emperor’s Children by Claire Messud. In the
glittering tradition of Edith Wharton this book examines life in upper-crust
Manhattan and tells a compelling story of ambition, vanity and tragedy. It focuses
on the stories of three friends in their early thirties, living in Manhattan in the
months leading up to the attacks on the World Trade Centre. Each of the three is
well educated and privileged, but struggles with realizing the lofty expectations
for individual personal and professional lives. To join the Book Club or for more
info then please contact John McCrone on 01780 450782.
Film Night: Our film for May is Paddington 2 showing on Tuesday 1st at 7.30pm.
It’s the last of the films for the season, but we hope to be back in October.
Paddington 2 is the much-anticipated sequel to the worldwide hit and this time
we find Paddington happily settled with the Brown family and now a popular
member of the local community. Wanting to find the perfect present for his Aunt
Lucy’s 100th birthday he picks up a series of odd jobs, creating chaos and mayhem
along the way. It’s a wonderful film and certainly one of my favourites from last
year so please do come along if you can!
Village Hall: The new and rebuilt Village Hall at Laxton has been open for 5 years
now marking a new era for us all. During that time we have seen a huge variety of
things happening for our community, truly fulfilling and surpassing the original
project, which was to reduce isolation in our rural area. Thank you to everyone
who has made this possible. The Village Hall Committee has worked tirelessly
behind the scenes, our facilities are second to none in the area and the free use of
Laxton Village Hall is also provided for essential Village and Parish Meetings.
Please help us to keep our wonderful facilities available and the doors open by
continuing to support Coffee Mornings and the Village Hall Fund raisers. If you
have an idea or want to put an event on at the Village Hall please get in touch
with Tim on 01780 450005; it is available at a very reasonable low-cost rate.
Sam Marshall
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Nature Notes

Nature Notes for April and May
A couple of weeks ago a Jackdaw decided to
pay us a visit - via the chimney. This is a
regular springtime occurrence as they begin
to hunt for a nest site. It flapped around on
the windowsill, knocking over ornaments
and creating general mayhem before I
caught it and took it outside.
There the grey feathering around its head and piercing grey-white eyes could be
admired at very close range before releasing it to continue its search elsewhere,
hopefully. Jackdaws are the smallest of the black crows that we see regularly
around the villages, the others being Rooks and Carrion Crows. An old country
saying informs us that “If you see a lot of crows together they’re rooks but if you
see a rook on its own, it’s a crow.” This is certainly true around nesting time, but it
is only a guide during the rest of the year. Rooks are more easily identified by the
white base on their beak.

In fields close to the river Lesser Celandines are in full flower and, in several places,
Common Dog Violets are profuse, particularly around the edge of the common.
Amongst the early spring flowers I noticed a bright yellow Brimstone butterfly
making the most of warm sunshine. This is one of the earliest butterflies to
appear each year having hibernated in ivy, holly or possible brambles over the
winter. They emerge as the weather warms up and will remain with us
throughout the summer months.
Great spotted woodpeckers were drumming in Old Sulehay wood, announcing
that spring is here and, on leaving the wood, a weasel danced round a bush close
by, realised it was not alone, turned and headed for cover. Such are the rewards
of a country stroll.
Fledgling
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Underground Centre

Underground Centre (Lower Floor Village Hall)
Happy 10th Birthday Underground!
Underground celebrates our 10th birthday on May 8th. It feels a huge
achievement for a village charity and what a long way we have come in that time!
We’ve seen many changes along the way: our Centre under the Village Hall is
much improved, our volunteer and Trustee teams have changed and grown
through the years and, of course, we are working with different families to 2008!
Our timetable has increased substantially going from one Youth Club a week to a
Centre running sessions 5/6 days a week, providing a base for the Health Visitor
and a venue for Rainbows, Yogamummies and Musical Tots plus holiday activities!
Some things, of course, haven’t changed: the need for a vibrant, accessible and
dedicated space for children, young people and families in King’s Cliffe and our
passion for making sure we continue to provide activities and services into the
future. As this is a special year for us, we’re going all out to raise £10,000 to
celebrate our 10th year. Our Duck Race will be back on July 1st and we’ve got a
few more events in the pipeline.
A big thank you to the 1st King’s Cliffe Guides for raising monies for Underground
last month by holding a teas and crafts afternoon in the Village Hall. Alongside
raising money, they earned their Community Action badge. Well done girls!
Thank you also to everyone who has donated money - we really appreciate your
kindness.
Could you help us to raise funds? Maybe you could do a sponsored event on our
behalf or hold an event: full support, encouragement and publicity provided! Let
us know if you could help.
Katy Weeks undergroundcentre@hotmail.co.uk

K.C. PROPERTY MAINTENANCE, KING’S CLIFFE
• Extensions, Renovations, Conversions etc.
• Repointing, Patios, Paving.
• Stonework, Brickwork, Garden Walls.
• Groundworks & Footings.
• Digger Hire & Driver.
• Plastering.
• Interior & Exterior Decorating.
FOR FREE QUOTATIONS PLEASE CALL

KEVIN CUNNINGTON 07946 139754 or 01780 470881
MATT CZEREMSZNSKY 07984 956947
15

Looking Ahead

King’s Cliffe Players
Our next production will be

Lark Rise
A heart-warming tale of life in the countryside
Date for your Diaries

Wednesday 13 June – Saturday 16 June
Watch this space for more information!!
If you enjoyed the recent production of Honk, then
why not come along to our next production

All Saints Church, Easton-on-the Hill presents

A Summer Evening
of Music and Laughter
featuring

The Shoestring Theatre Roadshow Revue
plus the music of

Flanders and Swann
The Gnu Song, The Hippopotamus
The Gasman Cometh, Madeira M’ Dear? and many more

Friday June 29th at 7.30 pm
at All Saints Church, Easton on the Hill
Tickets £10 including glass of wine and raffle entry
obtainable from Easton Village Shop and Stamford Arts Centre
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Looking Ahead
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This Month

St Nicholas Church, Bulwick

Organ Concert and Cream Teas
Sunday May 20th 3.00pm to 3.45pm
Ron Berry will entertain us with a selection of music which
will be followed by a Cream Tea served in the church at
approximately 4.00pm.

Tickets £5 from Alma (450300)
Please secure your ticket early as places for the teas
will be limited.
All proceeds for church funds
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This Month

Christian Aid Service
with speaker

Sunday 6th May at 10.30am
All Saints’ & Saint James’ Church King’s Cliffe
followed by a Bring and Share Lunch
(Suggested lunch donation £5. All proceeds to Christian Aid)

All Saints & Saint James Church, King’s Cliffe
Sunday 20th May 2018 at 10:30am
Come and join us for our

Third Sunday Service
Pentecost with a Baptism
The service will last around 45 minutes with
refreshments served afterwards.
Informal ● All-age ● Modern Worship Songs
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SUNDAY 13th MAY
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Neighbouring Areas

Oundle Art Group
Oundle Art Group is proud to be holding its Annual Exhibition in the superb
surroundings of St Peter’s Church, Oundle, Northamptonshire. A wonderful
display is expected of both contemporary and more traditional paintings,
showcasing a rich variety of the members’ work. The show will be open from
Saturday 12th May until Friday 18th May 2018, between 10am and 4pm daily
(and from 12.30pm on Sunday). Admission is free and visitors are most welcome.
OAG is a friendly coming together of art-interested people. They meet regularly
on a Thursday at Tansor Village Hall between 1.45 and 3.45pm. The group is
made up of accomplished, enthusiastic amateur and ‘just for fun’ artists, with
their goal just to enjoy creating and encouraging each other to experiment and
develop their interest. They ‘dabble’ in all mediums of work including
watercolour, oil, pastel, and sketching. All newcomers (and returning members)
are most welcome. For further information, why not just visit the exhibition and
have a chat with one of the stewards or simply drop into Tansor Village Hall
during an art session.
Jane Sanders Tel: 01832 226495

Watersmete Churches in Bloom
Four Churches are coming together over the weekend of 30th June and 1st July to
throw open their doors to a wonderful series of flower displays. Nassington,
Wansford, Woodnewton and Yarwell Churches are all within the Watersmete
Benefice and have decided to base many of their displays around a water theme.
From 12 noon to 5.00pm each day visitors can tour the villages and visit all four
churches after making a donation of £5 for a one-day pass or £10 to take a more
relaxed approach over the two days of the festival. Passes are available at the
door of each Church and under 16s are free.
Hundreds of visitors are expected and Nassington residents will be hard at work
baking ahead of the event to ensure everyone touring the villages on the day can
enjoy tea and cakes in the Nassington Village Hall. Refreshments will also be
available at Woodnewton Church.
Principal sponsor for the event is the local GreenThumb lawn care branch. Run by
sisters Sarah and Jo Parish, visitors will find them based near Nassington Village
Hall throughout the event. They look forward to saying hello to all their customers
and anyone who would like a chat about how to achieve a beautiful lawn.
For further information contact David Laking at nassingtondal33@gmail.com or
Paul Tate at paul.tate53@hotmail.co.uk 07432833519
Paul Tate
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King’s Cliffe Ex-Servicemen’s
& Social Club May Entertainment

May Bank Holiday Weekend
Saturday 5th – Ramshackle Serenade
A great band fronted by Tina, their ‘Swingabilly’
music always goes down well at the Club

Bouncy Castle & BBQs
planned for Sunday & Monday
Saturday 19th - A Day for Celebration
F.A. Cup Final Day – Royal Wedding Day
& we have The Steradents to entertain us
Spring Bank Holiday Weekend
Saturday 26th – Desperate Measures
Oundle based band fronted by two very talented
young sisters

Family Sports - BBQs & Bouncy Castle
planned for Sunday & Monday
PLEASE NOTE ALL YOU BINGO PLAYERS
The Friday Bingo session will be moving to
THURSDAY’S for a trial period,
as from the 3rd May
Thursday & Sunday Bingo starts at 8.00pm
King’s Cliffe Ex-Servicemen’s & Social Club
doors are always open to welcome new members.
CIU Affiliated
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King’s Cliffe Meet & Eat
The Cross Keys Dining Room
Second Thursday of every Month
Drop-in any time between 12.00 and 2.00 pm
Chat to friends old and new.
Money needed for food and drinks
purchased. Company for free!
All ages welcome.
KC Church and Underground - bringing people together.

Free, independent and confidential
Come and see us at All Saints and St James Church, King’s Cliffe
on the last Friday of every month from 9.00 - 11.00am
in respect of Debt & Benefit issues.
Referrals can be made to our Specialist Housing, Immigration
and Employment Law Advisors.
For further details or to arrange an appointment please contact our Rushden Office
01933 313020
Registered Charity 1128718
Member of Advice UK

Food Basket
There is a Food Basket at the back of the church in King’s Cliffe.
Donations of any non-perishable food can be added to the basket.
If you are in need of any extra food please help yourself.
The Church Office can now issue vouchers for the Stamford
Foodbank. They are able to provide 3 days worth of emergency
food for individuals and families in financial crisis.
For Church Office opening times please see page 3.
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THE CROSS KEYS INN
2 West Street, King’s Cliffe, PE8 6XA.
01780 470276
Website: crosskeyskingscliffe.uk

Under New Ownership
Food now served daily
New à la carte restaurant open for bookings
New menu range available daily
Happy Hour every day from 6.00pm-7.00pm - £3.00 per pint

Sunday-Thursday 11.00am - Midnight
Friday-Saturday 10.00am - 1.00am
À la carte ● Bar Menu ● Breakfast Menu ● Bottomless Brunch ● Fixed Price Menu

25

Advertisements

Party Catering by

KING’S CLIFFE
BAKERY

A BITE ON THE SIDE
Canapes

68 WEST STREET
KING’S CLIFFE
Tel: 01780 470205

Birthdays
Christenings
Small informal weddings

DOOR TO DOOR DELIVERIES

Funeral teas
Contact Bella & Sarah on

SHOP HOURS
7AM TO 12 NOON
MONDAY TO SATURDAY

0777 966 4721

WHOLESALE AVAILABLE

Shoot and corporate lunches

abiteontheside@outlook.com

PHONE FOR PRICE LIST

SEE OUR FACEBOOK PAGE

Village Pizzas
Open Tue – Sat for
Collection 4.30pm – 10pm
or Delivery 6pm till 10pm

01780
784587
View our Menu at
www.villagepizzas.co.uk
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BULWICK VILLAGE STORES
For Fine Food
15 Main Street Bulwick NN17 3DY
T/F: 01780 450774 E: camille@thepickledvillage.com

Taste before you buy!

Our own range of products prepared in small batches, using only natural ingredients,
including The Cuban Breakfast™ (based on the Mojito Cocktail), The Amorous Breakfast
(the Sea Breeze Cocktail), The Boozy Dark Breakfast and The Bloody Mary Chutney™
Gift Baskets and hampers made to order.
We stock an interesting range of speciality foods.
Also freshly made sandwiches, homemade cakes, sausage rolls, scotch eggs, cold drinks,
crisps, ice-cream, milk, bread, local organic eggs …..

Monday to Friday
Saturday

09.00 – 17.00
09.30 – 16.30

The Small Shop with The Big Welcome!
27

Advertisements

MAN AND VAN

Secure
STORAGE

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Locally owned secure store for
your equipment, furniture and
other items in King’s Cliffe.

Large items collected and delivered.
(D.I.Y Stores and Furniture)
Appliance delivery. (White goods)
Student moves.
Pallet deliveries.
Local and national service.
Domestic and commercial customers
welcome.
All vehicle sizes available and tailored
to your requirements.
Competitive prices.
Goods in transit insurance of up to
£50,000.

For a quote contact Nick on
07860 520470 or
Email: nickg@rnvans.com

Call Anne on 470455 or Email

Are your carpets and upholstery in need of a freshen up?
Look no further!
Fully trained and insured to clean carpets and upholstery
for both domestic and commercial clients.
Colin Smith is local to the area and can give you a
competitive quote today.
Don’t hesitate, give him a ring on
01780 471015 or 07919857311
Email: mysmartcarpet@yahoo.co.uk
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Martin James

The Village Sweep
Your local chimney sweeping service.
Stove repairs: rope seals, firebricks etc.

Certificates issued.

Fully insured.
07749 438567
01780 470275
mhj1@btinternet.com

R E Newton Ltd (Nassington)
SPECIALIST CARPENTRY JOINERY & BUILDING WORK
The Complete Refurbishment Specialist

 Internal alterations to Extensions
 Listed & Period Building Specialist
 Hand Made Kitchens to your design and colour
 Built in Wardrobes to cupboards/bookcases
 Purpose made joinery – windows and doors
Est. Since 1989
www.renewton.com

Email: Edward@renewton.wanadoo.co.uk

Tel: Daytime 07831 256087 Evening 01780 782704
FOR ALL YOUR CARPENTRY AND BUILDING NEEDS
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M. Kirk
Gardening in King’s Cliffe
since 1996
Pruning and training of
shrubs, small trees,
climbers, roses, fruit trees
and bushes.

Please call Kirk
Home 470 876
Mobile 07506 782 024
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Wayne Andrew

Yoink
Engineering

Stone Mason & General Builder
Fully qualified conscientious
worker with over 35 years
experience

Hand-crafted wrought ironwork
• Bespoke Iron Beds, Chairs and
Tables
• Made to Measure Gates &
Railings
• Leaded Lights Repair, Re-crafting
• Window Bars, Ornamental/
Security
• Security Gates, Industrial or
Domestic
• Sand Blasting

A specialist in:
• Dry stone Walling
• Garden Walls
• Repointing
• Fireplaces
• Patios, Indian Slabbing
Free quotations and advice

Call Rich to discuss your project.
Mobile: 07950 797890
Office: 01780 322223
richrhodeslewis@gmail.com

Contact Wayne Andrew
07947581654 or 01780 470031
wandrew07@aol.com

PETER RIDDINGTON LANDSCAPING
We install Patios, Driveways, Ponds, Stone Walls,
Decking and Fencing.
We plant Trees and shrubs and offer a complete
Garden Maintenance.

We supply and lay turf or grass seed with lawn management.
Garden design service provided.

Contact Peter Riddington today for a free quotation
Telephone: 01780 783004
Mobile 07860 962068
Email: peter@peterriddington.co.uk
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Bespoke picture
framing
JOHN & JANE PAIGE

Oils, watercolour, textiles, etc.
Large or small.

specialise in
wildlife, plants,
landscapes and portraits
The Manor House
King’s Cliffe
Tel: 01780 470247
Fax: 01780 470334

Contact:

FELICITY THISTLETHWAITE

m: 07943 127979
t: 01780 470275

e: fthistlethwaite@
rocketmail.com

Est:1994

Providing 20 Years Of Professional Dj’s & Equipment Hire For
Weddings And Special Occasions.
Dj Service – Equipment Hire – D.I.Y Disco’s – Festoon Lighting – Starcloth Backdrops
Laser Systems External & Internal LED Venue Lighting - Fairy Lighting – Effects Lighting
Illuminating Dance Floors – Chequered Dance Floors – Bubble, Snow & Foam Machines
For more details or a free quotation please get in touch
01780 470 983
07751 093 427
www.strobediscoroadshow.co.uk
info@strobediscoroadshow.co.uk
Facebook: Strobe Disco Roadshow
Instagram: strobediscoroadshow
Elm Close, Sovereign Grange, King’s Cliffe
Company Owner & Dj : Robert Giddings
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Andy Kemp

01780 720 516
0780 901 6722



Octopus Computers



For ALL your computing needs
Hardware
Websites
Broadband
Support
Microsoft



Software
E-mail
Networks
Security
Apple

Computer Support
Web Site Design
User Training

Specialising in Home
Users, Home Workers and
Small Businesses.

In your home or office

01832 720522
07738 274383
andy.kemp@mail.com

Working for more than a decade in
Stamford and Rutland
info@OctopusComputers.com
www.OctopusComputers.com
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Circuit Training

E.M.DORMAN

Tuesdays 7:00-8:00pm
King’s Cliffe Active
£5 per session (6th session free)
A fitness class suited for men and
women ages 16+ all abilities. Using
a range of aerobic and resistance
exercises. No need to book just
bring water and a towel.

FUNERAL DIRECTOR Dip.F.D.
A family concern
giving a 24 hour
personal service to all areas

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST

1 to 1 and small group personal
training in King’s Cliffe also
available.

Golden Charter
Pre-Paid Plans Available

For further info please visit
Web: www.corecoachpt.com
Email: corecoachpt@yahoo.com
Phone: 07557736127

Tel: Uppingham
01572 823976

01832
272269

CROWSONS
D.W. Gunn DipFD

01832
272269

A FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS
SERVING THE COMMUNITY
FOR OVER ONE HUNDRED YEARS
• Caring personal attention
• Chapels of rest
• 24 hour service to all areas
• Flowers and catering available
• Memorials
• Advice on Golden Charter pre-payment Schemes

BARNWELL, OUNDLE, PETERBOROUGH, PE8 5PS
34

Advertisements

King’s Cliffe & Area Old Blokes’ Club
A Club primarily for older men who believe they are an Old Bloke
Regular programme includes:•
•
•
•

Lunch meeting with speaker first Monday cost £5 (Mike Herring)
Visit place of interest middle Monday cost £10 to £15 (Mike Herring)
Get Fitter group each Wednesday morning 10.00am cost £3 (Ian Cooke)
Walking Football each Monday afternoon 3.00pm cost £3 ( Ian Cooke)

The Get Fitter group caters for all levels of existing fitness.
All meetings at King’s Cliffe Active Sports Field.
No membership fees.
No obligation to attend regularly.
To get regular details of club activities send your e mail address to Mike Herring.

Mike Herring – mikedot1@btinternet.com
Ian Cooke – iecooke_84@yahoo.com
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Melanie’s

ManageMe.com
Executive Assistant Services and
Business Administration Solutions

Qualified Hairdresser
92 West Street, King’s Cliffe
Tel: 01780 470371

ATTENTION BUSINESS OWNERS!
Does administration distract you?
ManageMe.com offers bespoke
admin and Executive Assistant
solutions allowing you to focus on
doing what you do best.

Shampoo & Sets
Blow Drying
Permanent Tinting
Semi Colouring
Perming
High & Low Lights
Wet Cuts
Dry Cuts

Contact us to discuss your
requirements, no task is too big or
too small

07867 537504
Facebook: @DelegationServices

“Supporting Local Business
to do Business”
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Anxious? Stressed?
No Confidence?
Unfulfilled? Trapped?
Lacking Inspiration?
Feeling Lost? In a Rut?

Hypnosis and
Therapy
to

Rediscover Your Fun
and Vitality
Call Me Now

Bernice Hardwick
Tel: 01780 678565

bernice@seechanges.co.uk
www.seechanges.co.uk
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King’s Cliffe Village Hall

Yoga For You
For Core Strength
and Calm

Tuesdays
2.30 - 3.30
Over 60s
Keep Fit

Mon: 10.30 Laxton Village Hall NN17 3AT.
7.30pm King’s Cliffe Memorial Hall PE8 6XD.
Tue: 5.45 & 7pm Wansford Christie Hall PE8 6JS
Thur: 10am Wansford Christie Hall
4.30 Gentle/Chair and 6.30 Hatha Yoga,
Easton-on-the-Hill Village Hall, PE9 3NN.

For better strength, stamina,
balance & coordination.
Call Mandy Glen
01780 470221 / 07949 736505

Fri: 9.30 Yogamummys (bring babes & tots)
King’s Cliffe Underground, PE8 6XD
11.45 Lunch-hour Yoga for All, Wansford
Christie Hall. Drop In £7
Beginners Welcome at all classes.
Yoga for Relaxation (Book in advance)
£5 first class passes or ‘Drop In’ 1-1 sessions £30.

Penny Taylor - Full Dip & Advanced Tutor

(Also for the less able of any age)

pennyyoga@yahoo.co.uk 07960267986

For more info please call GILL
on 07956 058107 or email
gill@thelifestyleleader.co.uk

Fotheringhay Village Hall
Tuesdays 11-12 midday
Thursdays 10.30 – 11.30am and 6 – 7 pm
Small groups (up to 10 people). All classes are
suitable for beginners and improvers.
Pre-booking is essential.
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Simba’s Den Day Nursery
Main Street, Bulwick, NN17 3DY

Outstanding homely childcare in an idyllic countryside location
Open all year Monday to Friday 8am-6pm
Fully funded 2 and 3 year old places available.
Pre-school led by an early year’s professional.
Close links to all schools.
Weekly Ballet lessons from 2 years.
Weekly forest school sessions at Fineshade wood.
Lovely large outside area.
Telephone: 01780 450937
Email/Web: info@simbasden.co.uk www.simbasden.co.uk

Early years education for children aged 2 - 4

Growing a Love for Learning
King’s Cliffe Endowed Pre-school offers the highest
standards of care and play opportunities to children
aged 2 to 4 years.
Our ethos is to nurture and establish our children’s love
for learning and exploration by providing the best
possible experiences and opportunities.

King’s Cliffe Endowed
Pre-School,
Kings Forest, King’s Cliffe,
PE8 6XS.

We are now accepting applications for September.
If you have a child who will be 2 years or older by this
date, please contact the School Office
on 01780 470259 or email
katy.evans@kingscliffeschool.co.uk

We offer sessions that
run from 9.00am until 3.00pm.
Please visit our website at www.kingscliffeschool.co.uk for
more information about our wonderful Pre-School.
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Diary
May
1 May
2 May
3 May
5 May
5 May
6 May
7 May
8 May
9 May
10 May
10 May
12 May
13 May
13 May
15 May
20 May
20 May
20 May
21 May
21 May
27 May
28 May
30 May

Film Night - Paddington 2
Evergreen Club
Women’s Fellowship Meeting
TKC BikeFix
TKC Community Orchard
Christian Aid Service & Lunch
KC Heritage Centre open
Laxton Book Club
KC Church Coffee Morning
Meet and Eat
KC Parish Council Meeting
Laxton Coffee Morning
TKC Wildplaces Workparty
Plant Sale & Spring Fair
Laid Back Ladies Meeting
KC Village Hall Teas
Organ Concert (Ron Berry)
Cream Teas
Dress a Girl Workshop
Looking back at Easter
KC Heritage Centre open
KC Heritage Centre open
KCGA Outing

19:30
14:00
14:00
10:00-12:00
13:00-15:00
10:30-13:00
14:00-17:00
19:30-21:00
10:30-12:00
12:00-14:00
19:30
10:30-12:00
10:00-14:00
14:00-16:30
19:30
14:00-16:30
15:00
15:45
14:00
19:45
14:00-17:00
14:00-17:00

Village Hall, Laxton
The Club, KC
Parish Church, KC
Forest Approach, KC
The Pytchell, KC
Parish Church, KC
27 Bridge Street, KC
Village Hall, Laxton
102 West Street, KC
Cross Keys, KC
KC Active, KC
Village Hall, Laxton
Railway Cutting, KC
The Walnuts, KC
The Club, KC
Village Hall, KC
Parish Church, Bulwick
Parish Church, Bulwick
Village Centre, Bulwick
Parish Church, KC
27 Bridge Street, KC
27 Bridge Street, KC
Burghley House

June
2 June
7 June

Visiting Bell ringers
Messy Church

17:00
15:30-17:00

Parish Church, Bulwick
Underground, KC

Gazette Contacts
You are requested to make contact by Email whenever possible.
Editor (Articles, News and Events): David Teall, gazette@kingscliffe.church
Commercial Advertising: Andrea Fern, andrea.fern@avus-consulting.co.uk
Hand-written contributions can be left in the box at the back of King’s Cliffe church.
The Closing Date for all copy is the 15th of the previous month.
The Gazette is published by All Saints and St James Church, King’s Cliffe
as a service to the community. It is written, edited and distributed by
volunteers from all three parishes. An electronic version is available here:
www.kingscliffe.church/gazette

