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From the Parish Priest 
When our God came to Earth 

The Christmas Carol When our God came to Earth is a very striking 

reminder of how the message of incarnation is made real by people living 

out God’s love for all, an intentional love to transform human living.  The 

carol ends: “Let us sing Mary’s song, bringing hope, righting wrong, heard 

with fear by the strong, poor and humble raising, God of justice praising.” 

The hymn below by John Bell and Graham Maule takes this message 

further: 

When God Almighty came to earth, 

he took the pain of Jesus’ birth, 

he took the flight of refugee, 

and whispered humbly “Follow Me.” 

When God Almighty went to work, 

Carpenter’s sweat he didn’t shirk, 

profit and loss he didn’t flee 

and whispered humbly “Follow Me.” 

When God Almighty walked the street, 

the critic’s curse he had to meet, 

the cynic’s smile he had to see 

and whispered humbly “Follow Me.” 

When God Almighty met his folk, 

of peace and truth he boldly spoke, 

to set the slave and tyrant free 

and whispered humbly “Follow Me.” 

Philip Davies 

From the Parish Registers 
We welcome into the family of the Church: 

Edward Isaac Ireland 

Oscar Leigh Fowler 
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The Benefice of 

King’s Cliffe, Bulwick & Blatherwycke and Laxton 

Incumbent Reverend Philip Davies 470314 

Reader David Teall 450407 

Co-ordinator Katy Evans (contact via Benefice Office) 

Benefice Office office@kingscliffe.church 479249 

The office is open for general enquiries including baptisms and weddings 

on Tuesdays from 10.00am to 12.30pm. 

Churchwardens 

King’s Cliffe Felicity Thistlethwaite 470275 

 Stephen White 470293 

Bulwick & Blatherwycke Alma O`Neill 450300 

Laxton Michael Harrison 450362 

 Rupert Boyle 450260 

Church Services in January 
All Saints and St James - King’s Cliffe 

Each Wednesday 10:00 Holy Communion 

  7 January  10:30 Benefice Communion 

14 January  10:30 Family Communion* 

21 January  10:30 Third Sunday Service 

28 January  10:30 Family Communion* 

* Children’s Groups (CHAOS) take place during these services. 

St Nicholas - Bulwick 

21 January  11:00 Holy Communion 

All Saints - Laxton 

14 January  09:00 Holy Communion 

28 January  18:00 Evening Prayer 

For further information about all the services in our Benefice including 
Collyweston and Easton-on-the-Hill visit: www.kingscliffe.church 
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Readings and Prayers for the Sundays in January 

7 January NT Ephesians 3 v1-12 

Epiphany Gospel Matthew 2 v1-12 

We pray for all who live in Ash Close, Bridge Street, Blatherwycke Road, Church 

Walk and Dakin Close, King’s Cliffe. 

14 January NT Revelation 5 v1-10 

Second Sunday of Epiphany Gospel John 1 v43-51 

We pray for all those who live in Daleswood Rise, Elm Close, Fineshade Close, 

Forest Approach and Hall Yard, King’s Cliffe. 

21 January NT Revelation 19 v6-10 

Third Sunday of Epiphany Gospel John 2 v1-11 

We pray for all those who live in Hazel Lane, Howard’s Meadow, King’s Forest, 

Law’s Lane and Mazewood Gate, King’s Cliffe. 

28 January NT Revelation 12 v 1-5a 

Fourth Sunday of Epiphany Gospel Mark 1 v21-28 

We pray for all those who live in Millwood Way, Oak Lane, Orchard Lane, Park 

Close and Park Street, King’s Cliffe. 

Community Café 
King’s Cliffe Parish Church 

8.45am to 11.00am every Friday 

Pop in to enjoy a coffee or tea, 

some delicious home-baked goods 

and a friendly chat. 

Everyone welcome 
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Ceilidh at King’s Cliffe 

The band Five String Thing led us a merry dance at the Ceilidh which was held in 

November!  It was a fantastic evening and thoroughly enjoyed by all who came.  

Many thanks to the band and to our faithful group of helpers. 

Special thanks to King’s Cliffe Ex-Servicemen’s Club, especially Richard, Graham 

and Gina, for setting up and manning the bar.  This was greatly needed to quench 

the thirsts of those who danced so enthusiastically.  Here’s to the next time! 

Christine Ball 

Women’s Fellowship 

Last month we shared a lovely Christmas meal together at the Collyweston Slater, 

before returning to King’s Cliffe Church for readings and carols telling the 

Christmas Story. 

Please note that our next meeting on Thursday, 4th January will begin at the 

earlier time of 2.00pm.  It would be great if you could bring a contribution to our 

New Year Afternoon Tea and a small wrapped gift.  New members are always very 

welcome.                                                                                                           Christine Ball 

Village Hall Teas Return 
The Village Hall Teas team will be back for the New Year on Sunday 21st January.  

We’ll be serving tea, coffee and homemade cakes and scones, and buttery toasted 

tea bread between 2.00pm and 4.30pm.  Homemade preserves will be on sale 

too, including new-season marmalade - if the Seville oranges have arrived in time!  

No matter how wintry the weather, there will be a warm welcome for you in the 

cheerful Underground space at the Village Hall.  We look forward to wishing you a 

‘Happy New Year’!                                                                         Village Hall Teas Team 

Tea Afternoon for Breast Cancer Care 

Thank you to all who came to our Tea Afternoon on November 11th.  We raised a 

wonderful £545 for Breast Cancer Care, a charity which is celebrating 25 years of 

giving help to those affected. 

We had a lovely afternoon with stalls, raffles, tombola and delicious tea and cakes 

home made by Ian Gow.  A massive thank you to all who helped set up and 

worked hard to make this day very special; we couldn’t have achieved the total 

amount without you all.                                    Denise Lattimore and Sophia Abdallah 
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King’s Cliffe Gardeners’ Association 
Our January meeting will be held on Wednesday 24th at 7.30pm at KC Active.  It’s 

a double billed event: the AGM and Gardening Quiz.  All members are encouraged 

to attend, as indeed anyone with an interest in gardening who would just like to 

find out what KCGA is all about.  It’s for experienced gardeners and novices, and 

all skills in between!  Everyone learns something, and people are always ready to 

share what they’ve learned.  We have a great programme lined up for 2018: come 

and hear all about it. 

Jobs for January: Clean pots, greenhouses and water butts ready for spring.  Get 

tools and lawnmowers cleaned and serviced.  Dig over any vacant plots that have 

not been dug already, forking in plenty of rotted manure or compost.  To improve 

drainage and reduce waterlogging, stand planted patio pots up on feet so that 

they are slightly raised from direct contact with the ground.  Inspect stored tubers 

of Dahlia, Begonia and Canna for rot or drying out.  Start forcing rhubarb.  Plan 

your vegetable plot and rotations for the coming season.  Keep putting out food 

and water for hungry birds.  Enjoy bright sunny days!        Lindsay Kubicki (470108) 

King’s Cliffe Heritage Meeting 
Our next meeting will be at 7.30pm at KC Active on Wednesday 17th January.  

Mike Herring will be taking us on a mystery tour entitled Another King’s Cliffe, a 

trip not to be missed.  Do come along for the evening; all are welcome. 

KCH members £1, non-members £2; tea, coffee and biscuits £1. 

Sue Trow-Smith for King’s Cliffe Heritage 

King’s Cliffe Active Update – 2017 
It’s been another busy year at King’s Cliffe Active.  Congratulations to those 

developing King’s Cliffe Tennis successfully and the Netball team which has done 

well in their league.  We are delighted with the new Old Blokes Club physical 

activity programme, and the building of the path from the School to Kingsmead is 

an exciting development. 

We lost our weekday daytime Elite Football Academy booking (with the closure of 

the company) which had generated good income for us, and sadly Zumba because 

of the drop in numbers attending.  But we are pleased to welcome a new 7-a-side 

all evening booking on Thursday nights on the MUGA.  Thank you to our long term 

customers including KCUFC, Rush Hockey, Wednesday night 5-a-side, Jonathan 

Ford and Liz Piggott and Communicare and the Parish Council. 

King’s Cliffe Active is a local volunteer-led project and we need to generate 

income from activity on the site to enable us to continue operating. 
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Happily we have been very successful in securing grants to help us to improve the 

site, and this year was no exception with £10,000 from People’s Postcode Lottery 

to enable us to address some site drainage issues; £1,000 from Tesco Bags of Help 

for new grass cutting equipment; £600 raised by the local Freemasons’ Lodge and 

very recently £8,698 from Big Lottery Awards for All for signage, noticeboards and 

improving the furniture in the community room, plus some children’s play 

equipment for those booking parties to use.  We are currently busy making 

applications (target £150,000) for an extension to the community building to 

include a gym, café and more community room space which can house a 

‘BizSpace’ and possibly a community library. 

Another significant development this year has been the strengthening of our links 

with the King’s Cliffe and Wansford Surgery, KCES, Northamptonshire Sport, East 

Northamptonshire Council and Freedom Leisure, the results of which we hope 

you’ll see come through in 2018. 

Thank you and best wishes for the festive season to all the volunteers who have 

supported us: Trustees, unlockers and lockers of the facilities, Kevin Howard for 

repairing the half-pipe, and those who have run the activities on the site.  Thanks 

also to all those who have enjoyed using our site, especially dog walkers who have 

done so responsibly.                                            Simon Fairhall (Chair of the Trustees) 

simon.fairhall@btinternet.com  07767 390516 
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Transition King’s Cliffe 
Transition is all about community projects for the 

community.  Before we look forward to 2018 we thought 

it would be useful to look back at what Transition has 

been up to in 2017. 

Christmas Fair:  The 2017 village fair raised over £900 for 

funds, which is outstanding.  Big thanks to everyone who 

supported us - sellers and buyers.  We are hoping to use 

this to install bike racks at the Village Hall. 

Community Orchard:  The new community orchard was planted with 38 fruit trees in 

the Pytchell this year.  Each tree was planted by a different family, including the 

oldest man and woman in the village and the youngest boy and girl.  The next step 

will be to establish a wildflower meadow under the trees.  A happy band of half a 

dozen regulars maintain the area, with additional help from the irregulars. 

Suma:  Our local and ethical buying project has spent £2,500 in the last year, 

delivering bulk orders for lots of people in the village.  This is roughly half the 

price of these orders if placed individually which saves food miles and money too. 

Allotments:  We now have five mini allotments, for people who can’t manage one 

of the standard size.  One of these is currently available if anyone is interested. 

Wildplaces:  Earlier in the year we secured grants to buy our scrub basher, which 

has had plenty of use since.  The railway cutting was cleared and steps installed at 

Wood Lane, and eight other areas worked on over the year.  60 volunteers were 

involved in 750 hours of work on 8 different sites, building and maintaining access 

for the village and managing the habitats for our amazing wildlife. 

Bikefix:  Our free bike maintenance operation runs once a month during the 

summer.  They had a bumper year with over 50 bikes fixed and ready for use. 

Minibus:  Our new Transition minibus has been in regular use this year, and 

continues to be available for hire in the village at super smart rates.  Call/text 

07712 442774 or email Mike Henchy on mikehenchy19@gmail.com to book. 

And finally:  Snow stopped play for Wildplaces on the railway in December, but 

we will return on January 14th to clear the viewpoint and prepare for a bench to 

go in.  We will meet at 10.00am at Kingsmead to walk along the railway line 

toward the SSSI.  It will be forestry work, cutting timber and managing bonfires, so 

no under 16s this time please, but otherwise all welcome. 

Contact: Here are some ways to get in touch: info@transitionkingscliffe.org.uk 

www.transitionkingscliffe.org.uk   Transition Kings Cliffe                 Charles Tomalin 



The Way We Were 

9 

The Way We Were 
Local newspapers from the past three hundred years provide an important and 

fascinating insight into various aspects of life in King’s Cliffe over the years.  These 

reports were captured initially by Canon John Bryan (Rector here from 1955-1985) 

who copied them by hand from the original newspapers.  Now, two King’s Cliffe 

Heritage members are typing his hand-written transcripts, making them much 

more accessible.  The reports include many notices of deaths, reports of Court 

cases, and advertisements for the sale of land and property.  But from the papers 

in January, here is a miscellany of lighter reports relating to King’s Cliffe: 

Stamford Mercury, 30th January 1835: 

TROTTING MATCH – A match took place on Tuesday on the road between 

Apethorpe and King’s Cliffe, between Mr. Chas. Nailor’s black mare, Kate, and Mr. 

Thos. Burwell’s horse, Jolly; Kate the favourite at starting.  The match was kept as 

secret as possible in order to have a clear road but, notwithstanding, there was 

present a good sprinkling of the admirers of speed in horse-flesh.  Shortly after 

starting, the horse took the lead, winning the match in good style, to the great 

disappointment of the knowing ones. 

Huntingdon, Bedford & Peterborough Gazette, 16th January 1836 

Last week, as Mr. Bailey of the Red Lion public house, King’s Cliffe, near 

Stamford, was engaged in catching rats, he had occasion to remove a slab in his 

brewhouse, when he accidentally discovered an earthen vessel, containing gold 

coins to the amount, it is said, of several hundred pounds. 

Stamford Mercury, 23th January 1846 

CRICKET MATCH.  Last week a match at cricket which excited great interest, 

came off in a field near King’s Cliffe; Mitchelson, the celebrated bowler, Royce, the 

well-known batsman, and several distinguished friends, being present.  Some 

splendid play between married and single parties was exhibited. 

Northampton Mercury, 25th January 1862 

The Benzona family, consisting of seven persons, performed in the large room, 

Cross Keys inn, three nights last week.  They were well patronized each evening, 

and their peculiar songs and dances gave great satisfaction.  They are a well and 

respectably conducted troupe, and use every exertion to amuse their audience. 

Stamford Mercury, 30th January 1880 
The severe frosts have been very disastrous for many trades and for labourers.  

Outdoor work is again at a standstill.  It is a fine time for skaters, however, who 

have had some excellent sport on the lake at Blatherwycke, which covers an area of 

over 80 acres.  A match took place on the lake on Wednesday between John Green 

and Mr Charles Eudall.  The course is about a mile, and Green won easily. 

Sue Trow-Smith for King’s Cliffe Heritage 
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A Bright Future for Local Pensioners 
An exciting new community project is being planned by the doctors of the 

Wansford and King’s Cliffe surgery to set up a large, multi-facility hub for the 

benefit of the elderly in this area. 

The site of the former King’s Cliffe Middle School is now up for sale and plans are 

in motion to buy the site and build, not only a new surgery and pharmacy, but a 

large development of assisted housing with a wide variety of supporting services.  

The facilities would include, among other things, a café which would serve hot, 

nutritious meals and a shop.  There would also be a Wellbeing Centre which 

would offer a wide range of social and physical activities to provide support for 

people to remain both actively and physically fit plus mentoring and peer support 

for those with chronic diseases.  The Centre would act as a hub for a wide range 

of social activities which could be used by other local elderly folk on a drop-in basis. 

Dr Rhiannon Nally, one of the architects of the scheme, explained how this idea 

has come about.  “We are aware, when talking to our elderly patients, that so 

many have to look outside this area and their community to find suitable facilities 

to cater for their needs.  Many feel isolated and lonely and this can lead to a 

whole series of physical, medical and mental health problems. 

“This scheme aims to offer the inter-connective ideal of the social care and 

medical needs of our local elderly population being provided under one roof 

within their own community.  They will be encouraged to remain active, eat 

healthily and stay connected with the other people around them and have the 

benefit of medical care on site.” 

It was also suggested that the scheme could include a training facility for local 

people who might like to work as healthcare professionals and assistants which 

would then enable them to work closer to home.  A further benefit to the wider 

community would be gained by encouraging local people and schools to volunteer 

to help in all sorts of ways, whether it be reading with residents, helping in the 

kitchens or even walking the pet dog of an elderly resident. 

The scheme will benefit not only King’s Cliffe but all the surrounding area, 

extending out as far as Corby, Stamford and Peterborough.  It is still in the 

(advanced) planning stage and Doctors Takhar and Nally are keen to hear the 

views of all local residents, young and old.  In order to take this project forward, 

Northamptonshire County Council, which is selling the land and is viewing the 

scheme very favourably, still needs to be finally persuaded by local Parish 

Councils, residents and the wider community that it is in NCC’s interest (provision 

of much needed social care housing) to give the green light to the project.  So 

watch this space for more updates as, it is hoped, the project progresses. 

Wendy Spencer (Communicare) 
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Communicare 
The last General Patients’ Meeting was held at the end of November when the 

guest speaker was Emily Howlett, manager of the on-site pharmacy at Wansford.  

It had been two years since she last spoke to the PPG at the time of installation of 

the ‘robot’ in the pharmacy.  The manufacturer had advised that it would be at 

least a year before real benefits of the new technology would be fully appreciated 

– this had been the case, but with ever increasing demand on pharmacy services, 

the robot now plays an important role in daily operation.  The pharmacy is now 

fully staffed with the addition of Lewis, who is currently completing a training 

programme and Mel, a qualified pharmacy dispenser.  An additional benefit is a 

delivery van and driver which serves all surrounding areas, delivering to various 

villages on certain weekdays, although an urgently needed prescription can be 

dealt with at once.  There is no charge for this service which helps patients who 

are housebound or with special needs.  In order to maximize the logistical side, 

patients are asked to re-order their items one week in advance whenever possible. 

The pharmacy has been awarded the accreditation of a Healthy Living Pharmacy, 

providing extra benefits to patients in an effort to improve local healthcare. 

Reflecting the close association between pharmacy and practice, both now take 

part in an NHS programme which promotes a different campaign each month:  

‘Dry January’ is currently encouraging people to give up alcohol for the month. 

The pharmacy is also working with Dr Nally and the CCG on providing services to 

isolated rural communities and patients.  All the staff (and the surgery reception 

staff) are trained ‘Dementia Friends’.  There is an online video which anyone can 

access to learn about this and Emily encouraged more people to take an interest.  

A member of the Alzheimer’s Society visits the surgery once a month for a legal/

finance help clinic (not medical).  Patients can make an appointment through 

reception, but home visits can also be arranged. 

As proposed at the AGM, agreement has been given for the purchase of a new 

Doppler machine using funds donated by the late Terence Smith, a resident of 

King’s Cliffe, who requested that the monies be used for the benefit of King’s 

Cliffe patients.  The machine will be installed in a specially designated area at the 

KC surgery for the use of all patients from the practice.  Agreement has also been 

given to purchase a new pulse oximeter for the emergency kit box at Wansford 

surgery.  A new cardiology nurse, Lorraine Archer, has now commenced work at 

Wansford surgery, where she will be running specialist clinics. 

A special meeting was held last month to present details of the proposed 

Healthcare/Community Project at King’s Cliffe to local parish council officials.  This 

was well attended and prompted much interest and discussion.  Negotiations for 

the preliminary stages of this project continue and further reports on progress will 

be given at the appropriate times.                                           ... continued on page 13 
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St Nicholas Church, Bulwick 
Coffee Morning - Meet the Neighbours:  Thank you to all who attended the event 

on Saturday 2nd December.  A busy 90 minutes of chatter and catching up with 

one another made for a pleasant morning.  £112.66 was raised: £50 has been 

donated to The Children’s Society and £62.66 to the Village Centre.  The next 

Coffee Morning will be a Valentine Special to be held from10.30 to 12.30 on 

Sunday 11th February for Marie Curie Cancer Care and the Village Centre. 

St Nicholas Patronal Service and Christingle:  The annual St Nicholas Patronal 

Service held on Sunday 3rd December was well attended.  St Nicholas, the Saint 

and Gift Giver, was the theme and the congregation learnt how St Nicholas 

dedicated his life to helping others.  Following the example of the Saint, the local 

Dress A Girl project helps many girls and boys by gifting dresses and other items 

to those in need.  The offertory collection of £94.12 and £50 from the Coffee 

Morning held on the 2nd December were donated to The Children’s Society. 

Dress a Girl Around the World:  Our next session will be at 2.00pm on 19th 

February at Bulwick Village Centre. Total of items made to date (December 2017): 

Dresses 720; Shorts & Tops 155; Knitted Items: Blankets 149; Beanie Vests & Hats 

392; Cardigans & Jumpers 113; Teddies 59; Bags 65; Mittens 37; plus other items 

for those suffering from dementia.  Well done everyone.  This is a staggering total 

considering the group has been functioning for only just over 30 months.  Our last 

batch of dresses will be shipped to an orphanage in Uganda and the knitted items 

to orphanages in Burundi and Malawi. 

Church Flowers and Church Graveyards:  If you would like to take part in flower 

arranging in the church throughout the year, or if you would like to have flowers 

arranged for you to commemorate a special anniversary date, please let me 

know.  If you have placed flowers or wreaths in the churchyard at Bulwick or 

Blatherwycke for the festive season it would be most helpful if you could remove 

them by the end of January. 

Bulwick 2018 Horticultural Show:  The 2018 Pre-Schedule for Crafts and 

Photography have been distributed to all eligible villages.  The full schedule will be 

circulated at the end of March and will include the Crafts and Photography. 

Alma O’Neill, Churchwarden (450300) 

Laxton Village Hall 
A very Happy New Year to you all from the village of Laxton.  I do hope you all had 

a super Christmas break and that you are feeling revived, replenished and ready 

to tackle the year ahead! 
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As I sit here and write this it’s still mid December and the snow is falling fast.  

Sunday’s chores are put on hold as I just enjoy the beautiful blanket of white 

outside my window.  I know it won’t last until Christmas but it feels very magical 

today.  Here’s what’s happening in Laxton this month:  

Coffee Morning: Our Coffee Morning this month will be held on Saturday 13th 

January at 10.30am and our host is Sarah Chase who, along with her young family, 

moved to the village last year.  As always there will be warming drinks and 

delicious cakes so please do come along and welcome in the New Year with us. 

We are always looking for people to host the coffee morning and have put up the 

Coffee Morning rota in the Foyer of the Hall.  It’s always the 2nd Saturday of the 

month so, if you feel you could help out, please put your name on the list. 

Book Club: January’s Book Club will meet on Tuesday 9th at 7.30pm where the 

book to be discussed will be: The Invention of Nature: The Adventures of 

Alexander von Humboldt, the Lost Hero of Science by Andrea Wulf. The acclaimed 

author of Founding Gardeners reveals the forgotten life of Alexander von 

Humboldt, the visionary German naturalist whose ideas changed the way we see 

the natural world, and in the process created modern environmentalism.  To join 

the group or find out more please contact John McCrone on 01780 450782. 

Film Night: There is no Film Night in January but February’s offering on Tuesday 

6th will be Viceroy’s House.  It’s a fascinating film where the final Viceroy of India, 

Lord Mountbatten, is tasked with overseeing the transition of British India to 

independence, but meets with conflict as different sides clash in the face of 

monumental change.  Do come along if you can.  We are still waiting to see if the 

Phoenix cinema has managed to secure funding for cinema in rural Northants past 

March so support is vital. 

Finally, does anyone have any unwanted books to donate to our bookshelves?  If 

so, please drop them by whenever the hall is open.  People can then buy and 

enjoy them for a small fee.  Thank you!                                                     Sam Marshall 

Communicare  (continued from page 11) 
As the social group have their post-Christmas lunch this month there is no Coffee 

Morning – the next one will be in February.  The Spring Holiday from Monday 

28th May 2018 still has limited availability for twin/double rooms at a cost £313 

per person for 4 nights at The Esplanade Hotel, Scarborough.  The price includes 

local pick-up, DB&B, and all coach travel.  Anyone interested please contact Clare 

as soon as possible on 01780 470437 email: superfoguk@aol.com. 

Wendy Spencer 
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Nature Notes for December 2017 and January 2018 
We woke on Sunday morning 10th December to snow lying everywhere.  We 

hastily filled up the bird feeders; meal worms and crumbs on the bird table, 

sunflower seeds in the tower, peanuts and niger seeds in their separate hanging 

containers and fatballs hanging from the creeper on the wall.  We sat back to 

watch, mesmerized by the falling snow. 

Not till the snowfall had eased did the birds appear from their shelter in the 

bushes.  Then started a constant movement of tits; great tits and blue tits and a 

single coal tit fluttered around the sunflower seeds and peanuts, while four long-

tailed tits, or bumbarrels as John Clare called them, swung on the fatball. 

Blue Tits 

Goldfinches hung on the niger seeds and the blackbird and the robin enjoyed the 

mealworms.  All this activity is beautiful to watch but the villains, the thugs, are 

the jackdaws.  They work in a gang and eat everything except for the sunflower 

and niger seeds. They are also the clowns.  But in all this activity there was only 

one sparrow and where are all the greenfinches? 

 

Cold weather is here and may last a while. 

Watch out for winter visitors like redwings and 

fieldfares. 

 

 

If there are plenty of red berries in the hedges and gardens we may even see 

waxwings.  One year my Christmas was made by looking out of the kitchen window 

and seeing a waxwing feeding on the cotoneaster just outside. 

Bird 
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New Year’s Resolutions for Contributors 
The Gazette has a number of ‘House Styles’ designed to give a consistent look 

throughout the publication.  The notes below are designed to help you ensure 

that your contributions conform to these Styles and so avoid the necessity of 

excessive editing.  A New Year’s Resolution to submit only copy that conforms to 

these Styles would save your Editor a lot of time and make him very happy! 

If your contribution is only two or three lines you can send it in the text of an 

email.  Please send longer contributions as an attached Word file. (.doc or .docx) 

This is because email programmes tend to insert line breaks at the end of every 

line which all have to be removed by hand. 

Please use italics if you wish to emphasise a word. Please do not use ALL CAPITALS. 

Please include a Main Heading for your contribution which should be short, on its 

own line and typed using Upper and lower case - not ALL CAPITALS. 

Subheadings:  If your contribution includes subheadings please use the format 

demonstrated by this paragraph.  Please do not set your sub-heading on a 

separate line as it is wasteful on space. 

Please keep the number of paragraphs in your contribution to the minimum 

consistent with clarity; unnecessary paragraphs are wasteful on space.  Please do 

not insert blank lines between your paragraphs (i.e. press Return only once) as 

they all have to be removed by hand. 

For the sake of uniformity, please include an apostrophe in King’s Cliffe. 

Please use initial Capitals for places and events e.g. Village Hall, Garden Party, 

Book Club etc. 

As email addresses make very boring reading, especially if repeated several times, 

please include your email address just once at the end of your contribution with 

your name (see below). 

Please be certain to include your name at the end of your contribution on a 

separate line; anonymous contributions will not be printed.  This applies equally 

to hand-written contributions.  If you wish readers to be able to contact you 

please include your telephone number and/or email address in brackets following 

your name. 

If you wish to submit an Advertisement or an Announcement please ask for either 

a Word or a Publisher Template which will ensure that your contribution is the 

correct size.  The Template also includes many more helpful hints. 

Wishing you all a happy and successful New Year.                         David Teall (Editor) 
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Cornforth Homes Almshouse available 

Applications are invited for 32 Bridge Street, King’s Cliffe – a single-
occupancy home which will become available in the new year. 

This is a high quality, single-storey, stone-built home, comprising one 
single-bed bedroom, living room, kitchen and bathroom, with a 
compact garden to the rear. 

The home would suit a person over the age of 50 years; who was 
born in King’s Cliffe or has family links with the village; who has lived 
in the village for at least 7 years before applying; and who has a 
current housing need. 

To be considered please write (for an application form initially) to 
Barry Mather, Clerk to the Trustees, 2 Walkers Field, King’s Cliffe, 

PE8 6YQ or telephone 01780 470464. 

Please note the closing date for applications to be received 
by the Clerk is - Friday January 5th 2018 

King’s Cliffe Memorial Hall Annual General Meeting 
The King’s Cliffe Memorial Hall will be holding its AGM in the Hall at 
8.00pm on Wednesday, 21st February.  The Hall Management 
Committee will present the Annual Report and Accounts for 2017 
and appoint four trustees from the general public to serve on the 
Management Committee for a term of office of two years, in the first 
instance.  New Committee members are needed! 

King’s Cliffe Memorial Hall is an important facility for the village, 
providing an attractive venue for both public and private events, 
courses and meetings.  The Management Committee performs the 
important duty of ensuring the hall is maintained and run efficiently 
to best serve the village.  If you might be interested in joining the 
committee, or know someone who might be, please contact: 
The KCMH Secretary, King’s Cliffe Memorial Hall, Eagle Lane, King’s 
Cliffe, PE8 6XB.    kcmhoffice@googlemail.com    01780 470125 

Chris Edwards (KCMH Secretary) 



Announcements 

17 

 
 

Laid-Back Ladies 
                           Come and join us! 

 

 

We are a group of ladies who enjoy getting together 
once a month for a sociable evening.  We chat, we 
sometimes challenge our creative side, we 
occasionally entertain and most months we have an 
interesting ‘speaker’ covering many unusual subjects.   
It’s amazing how many knowledgeable people live 
locally who are able to talk on their chosen subject.  
We have a new programme of speakers for 2018 and 
in addition, lunch time meals out are also on the 
“menu”.  Ideas to include in club activities are always 
welcome - and it’s an ideal opportunity for newcomers 
to the village to meet and socialise with new faces. 

Ladies are welcome from all surrounding villages. 
Why not come along and see what it’s all about? 

We meet on the second Tuesday of the month at 7.30 pm 
at The King’s Cliffe  Ex-Servicemen’s Club in Wood Road. 

Our next meeting is on 17th January when the speaker 
will be Donna from Beauty Naturals. 

Please ring Diana on 01780 470427 or Brenda on 
01780 470984 for more information. 
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The King’s Cliffe Players are proud to present 
the Olivier Award winning musical 

 
 

 
 

“Honk!” is a hilarious, light-hearted musical version of 
Hans Christian Andersen’s “The Ugly Duckling” set in and 
around a barnyard, where all the characters are farm 
animals and poultry. 

“Honk!” has been described as a very funny “Wind in the 
Willows” with music. 

Book & Lyrics by Anthony Drewe and Music by George Stiles 

 Thursday to Saturday 8th–10th February 2018 at 7.30pm 
   15th–17th February 2018 at 7.30pm 
 Matinee Saturday 10th February 2018 at 2.30pm  

King’s Cliffe Memorial Hall 

Tickets £8 (first night £7) 

Available from King’s Cliffe Local or 
www.kingscliffeplayers.co.uk 

This amateur production is by arrangement with Music Theatre International (Europe) 
All authorised performance material supplied by MTI Europe www.mtishows.co.uk 

 Honk! 
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A Bring and Buy Sale 
will be held at 

King’s Cliffe Parish Church 

at 11.45am on 4th February 
Please bring your unwanted items to sell and 

buy an item or two from the table. 

Come and have a chat while you enjoy a cup of 
coffee or tea and cake and biscuits. 

Please note, you do not have to attend the 
church service before the sale. 

Proceeds for Church Funds 

Skittles with Sausages & Mash 
Come and enjoy an evening at 

Cross Keys Inn, King’s Cliffe 
27th January, 2018 

Fun and Laughter with 
Good Food and Company 

7.00pm for 7.30pm 

Tickets £10 from Katie Anstey 07944 804447 

Proceeds for Church Funds 
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King’s Cliffe Meet & Eat 
The Cross Keys Dining Room 

Second Thursday of every Month 
Drop-in any time between 12.00 and 2.00 pm 

Chat to friends old and new. 
Money needed for food and drinks 

purchased.  Company for free! 

All ages welcome. 
KC Church and Underground - bringing people together. 

Free, independent and confidential 

Come and see us at All Saints and St James Church, King’s Cliffe 
on the last Friday of every month from 9.00 - 11.00am 

in respect of Debt & Benefit issues. 
Referrals can be made to our Specialist Housing, Immigration 

and Employment Law Advisors. 

For further details or to arrange an appointment please contact our Rushden Office 
01933 313020 

Registered Charity 1128718                                                           Member of Advice UK 

Food Basket 
There is a Food Basket at the back of the church in King’s Cliffe.  

Donations of any non-perishable food can be added to the basket.  
If you are in need of any extra food please help yourself. 

The Church Office can now issue vouchers for the Stamford 
Foodbank.  They are able to provide 3 days worth of emergency 

food for individuals and families in financial crisis. 

For Church Office opening times please see page 3. 
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Our own range of products prepared in small batches, using only natural ingredients, 
including The Cuban Breakfast™ (based on the Mojito Cocktail), The Amorous Breakfast 
(the Sea Breeze Cocktail), The Boozy Dark Breakfast and The Bloody Mary Chutney™ 

Gift Baskets and hampers made to order. 

We stock an interesting range of speciality foods. 

Also freshly made sandwiches, homemade cakes, sausage rolls, scotch eggs, cold drinks, 
crisps, ice-cream, milk, bread, local organic eggs ….. 

 Monday to Friday 09.00 – 17.00 
 Saturday 09.30 – 16.30 

The Small Shop with The Big Welcome! 

BULWICK  VILLAGE  STORES 
For Fine Food 

15 Main Street   Bulwick   NN17 3DY 

T/F: 01780 450774 E: camille@thepickledvillage.com 

Taste before you buy! 

THE CROSS KEYS 
INN 

2 West Street, King’s Cliffe, PE8 6XA. 
01780 470276 

Website:  crosskeyskingscliffe.uk 

Food served daily Tuesday - Sunday 

Two meals for £12 Tuesday and Wednesday 

Happy Hour every day from 6pm-7pm - £2.70 per pint 

Monday 6pm-10pm, Tuesday-Thursday 11am-3pm and 6pm-11pm, 

Friday-Saturday 11am-11pm, Sunday 12pm-9pm 
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KING’S CLIFFE 
BAKERY 

68 WEST STREET 
KING’S CLIFFE 

Tel: 01780 470205 

DOOR TO DOOR DELIVERIES 

SHOP HOURS 
7AM TO 12 NOON 

MONDAY TO SATURDAY 

WHOLESALE AVAILABLE 

PHONE FOR PRICE LIST 

Village Pizzas 

Freshly Made & 

Delivered to your Door 

View our Menu at 
www.villagepizzas.co.uk 

Tue - Sat  6pm till the 

phone stops ringing! 

01780 
784587 
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Est:1994 

Providing 20 Years Of Professional Dj’s & Equipment Hire For  

Weddings And Special Occasions. 

Dj Service – Equipment Hire – D.I.Y Disco’s – Festoon Lighting – Starcloth Backdrops 
Laser Systems External & Internal LED Venue Lighting - Fairy Lighting – Effects Lighting 

Illuminating Dance Floors – Chequered Dance Floors – Bubble, Snow & Foam Machines 

For more details or a free quotation please get in touch 

01780 470 983        07751 093 427 
www.strobediscoroadshow.co.uk       info@strobediscoroadshow.co.uk 

Facebook: Strobe Disco Roadshow       Instagram: strobediscoroadshow 

Elm Close, Sovereign Grange, King’s Cliffe 

Company Owner & Dj : Robert Giddings 

http://www.strobediscoroadshow.co.uk
mailto:info@strobediscoroadshow.co.uk
http://www.strobediscoroadshow.co.uk
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Secure 

STORAGE 

 

Locally owned secure store for 

your equipment, furniture and 

other items in King’s Cliffe.  

Call Anne on 470455 or Email 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Are your carpets and upholstery in need of a freshen up? 
Look no further! 

Fully trained and insured to clean carpets and upholstery 
for both domestic and commercial clients. 

Colin Smith is local to the area and can give you a 
competitive quote today. 

Don’t hesitate, give him a ring on  
01780 471015 or 07919857311  

Email:  mysmartcarpet@yahoo.co.uk 

MAN AND VAN 

• Large items collected and delivered. 

• (D.I.Y Stores and Furniture) 

• Appliance delivery. (White goods) 

• Student moves. 

• Pallet deliveries. 

• Local and national service. 

• Domestic and commercial customers 
welcome. 

• All vehicle sizes available and tailored 
to your requirements. 

• Competitive prices. 

• Goods in transit insurance of up to 
£50,000. 

For a quote contact Nick on 
07860 520470 or 
Email:  nickg@rnvans.com 
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R E Newton Ltd (Nassington) 
SPECIALIST CARPENTRY JOINERY & BUILDING WORK 

The Complete Refurbishment Specialist 

 Internal alterations to Extensions 

 Listed & Period Building Specialist 

 Hand Made Kitchens to your design and colour 

 Built in Wardrobes to cupboards/bookcases 

 Purpose made joinery – windows and doors 

Est. Since 1989 

www.renewton.com      Email: Edward@renewton.wanadoo.co.uk 

Tel:   Daytime 07831 256087   Evening 01780 782704 

FOR ALL YOUR CARPENTRY AND BUILDING NEEDS 

Martin James 

The Village Sweep 

Your local chimney sweeping service. 

Stove repairs: rope seals, firebricks etc. 

Certificates issued.    Fully insured. 

07749 438567 

01780 470275 

mhj1@btinternet.com 
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Skilled garden maintenance 

Local, friendly and reliable service 
to the highest standards 

Creative and original garden design, 
from simple border plans to full 

design and build. 

We offer sound horticultural 
solutions, help and advice for your 

garden problems. 

Contact Joe & Helen: 
01780 450420   m) 07921 617874 
e) info@gardenwiseadvice.com 

www.gardenwiseadvice.com 

K.C. PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
KING’S CLIFFE 

• Extensions, Renovations, 
Conversions etc. 

• Repointing, Patios, Paving. 
• Stonework, Brickwork, 

Garden Walls. 
• Groundworks & Footings. 
• Digger Hire & Driver. 
• Plastering. 
• Interior & Exterior Decorating. 

FOR FREE QUOTATIONS PLEASE CALL 

KEVIN CUNNINGTON 
07946 139754 or 01780 470881 

MATT CZEREMSZNSKY 
07984 956947 

MB GRASSCUTTING 

REGULAR LAWN MOWING, 

SHRUB PRUNING AND 

TIDY UP 

GET YOUR GARDEN 

AUTUMN / WINTER READY 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Locally based in Woodnewton 

For a free quote please call Mark 

07491 683540 or email me at 

mbgrasscutting@gmail.com 

Wayne Andrew 

Stone Mason & General Builder 

Fully qualified conscientious 
worker with over 35 years 

experience 

A specialist in: 

• Dry stone Walling 

• Garden Walls 

• Repointing 

• Fireplaces 

• Patios, Indian Slabbing 

Free quotations and advice 

Contact Wayne Andrew 

07947581654 or 01780 470031 

wandrew07@aol.com 
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PETER RIDDINGTON LANDSCAPING  

We install Patios, Driveways, Ponds, Stone Walls, 

Decking and Fencing. 

We plant Trees and shrubs and offer a complete 

Garden Maintenance. 

We supply and lay turf or grass seed with lawn management. 

Garden design service provided. 

Contact Peter Riddington today for a free quotation 

Telephone:  01780 783004         Mobile  07860 962068 

Email:  peter@peterriddington.co.uk 
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JOHN & JANE PAIGE 
specialise in 

wildlife, plants, 
landscapes and portraits 

The Manor House 
King’s Cliffe 

Tel: 01780 470247 
Fax: 01780 470334 

Yoink 
Engineering 

Hand-crafted wrought ironwork 

• Bespoke Iron Beds, Chairs and 
Tables 

• Made to Measure Gates & 
Railings 

• Leaded Lights Repair, Re-crafting 

• Window Bars, Ornamental/
Security 

• Security Gates, Industrial or 
Domestic 

• Sand Blasting 

Call Rich to discuss your project. 

Mobile: 07950 797890 
Office: 01780 322223 
richrhodeslewis@gmail.com 

 

Bespoke picture 
framing 

Oils, watercolour, textiles, etc. 
Large or small. 

Contact: 

FELICITY THISTLETHWAITE 
m: 07943 127979 

t: 01780 470275 

e: fthistlethwaite@ 
    rocketmail.com 
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01780 720 516 
0780 901 6722 

Octopus Computers 
For ALL your computing needs 

 Hardware Software 
 Websites E-mail 
 Broadband Networks 
 Support Security 
 Microsoft  Apple 

In your home or office 

Working for more than a decade in 
Stamford and Rutland 

info@OctopusComputers.com 
www.OctopusComputers.com 

Andy Kemp 
 Computer Support 

 Web Site Design 

 User Training 

Specialising in Home 

Users, Home Workers and 

Small Businesses. 

01832 720522 

07738 274383 

andy.kemp@mail.com 

ManageMe.com 

Executive Assistant Services and 
Business Administration Solutions 

ATTENTION BUSINESS OWNERS! 

Does administration distract you? 

ManageMe.com offers bespoke 
admin and Executive Assistant 

solutions allowing you to focus on 
doing what you do best. 

Contact us to discuss your 
requirements, no task is too big or 

too small 

07867 537504  
Facebook: @DelegationServices 

“Supporting Local Business 
to do Business” 

M. Kirk 
Gardening in King’s Cliffe 

since 1996 
Pruning and training of 

shrubs, small trees, 
climbers, roses, fruit trees 

and bushes. 

 
Please call Kirk 
Home 470 876 

Mobile 07506 782 024 
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E.M.DORMAN 
FUNERAL DIRECTOR Dip.F.D. 

A family concern 
giving a 24 hour 

personal service to all areas 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 

Golden Charter 
Pre-Paid Plans Available 

Tel: Uppingham 
01572 823976 

CROWSONS 
D.W. Gunn DipFD 

A FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS 
SERVING THE COMMUNITY 

FOR OVER ONE HUNDRED YEARS 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BARNWELL, OUNDLE, PETERBOROUGH, PE8 5PS 

01832 
272269 

01832 
272269 

• Caring personal attention 
• Chapels of rest 
• 24 hour service to all areas 
• Flowers and catering available 
• Memorials 
• Advice on Golden Charter pre-payment Schemes 

If you require 

Private Tuition 
Available for ½ hour -1hour 

sessions to give a confidence boost 
in Mathematics / English ks1 –ks2. 
Other primary curriculum subjects 

possible if required. 

A professional, female with 30 
years teaching experience, who is 

reliable, flexible and patient. 
Current DBS cert. Based in King’s 

Cliffe, but can also cover Stamford 
and Peterborough. 

To contact call: 0789 1249 189 
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Anxious?  Stressed? 

No Confidence? 

Unfulfilled?  Trapped? 

Lacking Inspiration? 

Feeling Lost?  In a Rut? 

Hypnosis and 

Therapy 

to 

Rediscover Your Fun 
and Vitality 

Call Me Now 

Bernice Hardwick 
Tel: 01780 678565 

bernice@seechanges.co.uk 

www.seechanges.co.uk 

Why not make 2018 your healthiest and happiest year yet? 

If you suffer from weight issues, IBS, hay fever, stress, lack of focus or 

generally feeling things aren’t quite right, I can help! 

I offer one to one sessions in my private but welcoming office in Oundle. 

You only live once, why not make the most of it! 

If you would like more information, please don’t hesitate to contact me. 

Pip Fairhall - Nutritional Therapist and Life Coach. 

Mobile – 07557 344402    Office – 01780 450 973 

Email – pfairhall@livelifeinbalance.co.uk 

 

Live Life in Balance 
To help you live the best life you can! 



Advertisements 

32 

Melanie’s 
Qualified Hairdresser 

92 West Street, King’s Cliffe 
Tel: 01780 470371 

Shampoo & Sets 

Blow Drying 

Permanent Tinting 

Semi Colouring 

Perming 

High & Low Lights 

Wet Cuts 

Dry Cuts 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Cuts for all the family 

Blow Drying 

Colouring 

Perming 

Shampoo & Sets 
 

Tel: 07771 686901 



Advertisements 

33 

Simba’s Den Day Nursery 
Main Street, Bulwick, NN17 3DY 

Outstanding homely childcare in an idyllic countryside location 

Open all year Monday to Friday 8am-6pm 

Fully funded 2 and 3 year old places available. 

Pre-school led by an early year’s professional. 

Close links to all schools. 

Weekly Ballet lessons from 2 years. 

Weekly forest school sessions at Fineshade wood. 

Lovely large outside area. 

Telephone: 01780 450937 

Email/Web: info@simbasden.co.uk   www.simbasden.co.uk 

 Early years education for children aged 2 - 4 

Encourage, Develop, Flourish 
Willow Tree Playgroup is a well-established pre-school 

offering the highest standards of care and play 

opportunities to children aged 2 to 5 years. 

Our ethos is to nurture and establish our children’s love 

for learning and exploration by providing the best 

possible experiences and opportunities. 

We are now accepting applications for September. 

If you have a child who will be 2 years or older by this 

date, please contact Michelle Brown 

(between 9.00am and 12pm) on 07376784005 or email 

michelle.brown@willowtreeplaygroup.co.uk 

We are delighted to confirm we are now offering 

sessions running from 9.00am until 3.00pm. 

Please visit our website at 

www.willowtreeplaygroup.co.uk for more information 

about our wonderful playgroup  

Registered Charity 1055338 

King’s Cliffe Endowed 
Primary School, 

Kings Forest, King’s Cliffe, 
PE8 6XS. 
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King’s Cliffe Village Hall 

Tuesdays 
2.30 - 3.30 
Over 60s 
Keep Fit 

For better strength, stamina, 
balance & coordination. 

Call Mandy Glen 
01780 470221 / 07949 736505 

(Also for the less able of any age) 

 For more info please call GILL 
on 07956 058107 or email 
gill@thelifestyleleader.co.uk 

Fotheringhay Village Hall 
Tuesdays 11-12 midday 

Thursdays 10.30 – 11.30am and 6 – 7 pm 

Small groups (up to 10 people).  All classes are 

suitable for beginners and improvers. 

Pre-booking is essential. 

Yoga For You 
For Core Strength 
and Calm 

Mon: 10.30 Laxton Village Hall NN17 3AT. 

7.30pm King’s Cliffe Memorial Hall PE8 6XD. 

Tue: 5.45 & 7pm Wansford Christie Hall PE8 6JS 

Thur: 10am Wansford Christie Hall 

4.30 Gentle/Chair and 6.30 Hatha Yoga, 

Easton-on-the-Hill Village Hall, PE9 3NN. 

Fri: 9.30 Yogamummys (bring babes & tots) 

King’s Cliffe Underground, PE8 6XD 

11.45 Lunch-hour Yoga for All, Wansford 

Christie Hall. Drop In £7 

Beginners Welcome at all classes. 

Yoga for Relaxation (Book in advance) 

£5 first class passes or ‘Drop In’ 1-1 sessions £30. 

Penny Taylor - Full Dip & Advanced Tutor 

pennyyoga@yahoo.co.uk  07960267986 



Diary 

 

The Gazette is published by All Saints and St James Church, King’s Cliffe 

as a service to the community.  It is written, edited and distributed by 

volunteers from all three parishes.  An electronic version is available here: 

www.kingscliffe.church/gazette 

Gazette Contacts 
You are requested to make contact by Email whenever possible. 

Editor (Articles, News and Events): David Teall,  gazette@kingscliffe.church 

Commercial Advertising: Andrea Fern,  andrea.fern@avus-consulting.co.uk 

Hand-written contributions can be left in the box at the back of King’s Cliffe church. 

The Closing Date for all copy is the 15th of the previous month. 

January 
  4 Jan Women’s Fellowship Meeting 14:00  
  9 Jan Laxton Book Club 19:30-21:00 Village Hall, Laxton 
10 Jan KC Church Coffee Morning 10:30 22 Park Street, KC 
11 Jan Meet and Eat 12:00-14:00 Cross Keys, KC 
11 Jan KC Parish Council Meeting 19:30 KC Active, KC 
13 Jan Laxton Coffee Morning 10:30-12:00 Village Hall, Laxton 
14 Jan TKC Wildplaces Workparty 10:00-14:00 Railway Embankment. KC 
17 Jan KC Heritage Meeting 19:30 KC Active, KC 
17 Jan Laid Back Ladies Meeting 19:30 The Club, KC 
21 Jan KC Village Hall Teas 14:00-16:30 Under Village Hall, KC 
24 Jan KC Gardeners’ Association 19:30 KC Active, KC 
27 Jan Skittles, Sausages and Mash 19:00 Cross Keys, KC 

February 
  4 Feb Bring and Buy Sale 11:45 Parish Church, KC 
  6 Feb Film Night - Viceroy’s House 19:30 Village Hall, Laxton 
8-10 KC Players perform Honk! 19:30 Village Hall, KC 
10 Feb KC Players perform Honk! 14:30 Village Hall, KC 
11 Feb Valentine Coffee Morning 10:30-12:30 Village Centre, KC 
15-17 KC Players perform Honk! 19:30 Village Hall, KC 
19 Feb Dress A Girl Project 14:00 Village Centre, Bulwick 
21 Feb KC Memorial Hall AGM 20:00 Village Hall, KC 

March 
16 Mar Oundle School Jazz Orchestra 19:30 Parish Church, KC 
 and Choir 


